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PHILIP II. King of Spain, fon of the 
Emperor Charles V. and of Ifabella 
daughter of Emanuel the Great, King of ^MMkTtr 
Portugal, was bom at Valladolid on the twenty- ^^^^' 
firft of May, one thoufand five hundred and 
twcnty-fcven. He was educated in Spain un- 
der Ecclefiaftics, noted for their bigotry, who ^ 
were appointed by his father to inftruft him ; 
and, by this circumftanee, feveral of thofe fea- 
tures in his charafter were either formed, or 
gi^ady heightened, which were afterwards {% 
confpicuous in his conduft* 

Charles, who was bom in the Netherlands, 

and pafTed his early youth there, had, through 

Vol, I. • J? hiB 
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B K his whole reign, entertained fuch a manifeft 
I... J ■/ partiality for that country, as was the fource of 
much diffatisfaftion to his Spaniih iubjeds. 
But they were foothcd by the pi eferfnce which 
diey received from the young prince, ,and flat- 
tered themfelves with hopes, which were not 
fruflrated, of obtaining, under hiis adminiftra^ 
tion, that fhate of the royal favour, which the 
Flemings had enjoyed under the Emperor *. 

Hiseiiarac Philip carly dilplaycd fag^city, prudence, 
and application : and difcovered likewife a dif- 
pofiticMi wonderfully fuited te the religious in- 
ftruftions which he received. His mind, being 
naturally ferious and thoughtful, gave a ready 
admittance to all the fentiments of that illibe* 
rai itiperftition, which formed, at that time^ the 
diftinguilhing cHarafter of the Spaniih Ecclc- 
fiaftics. 

t^ vu firft .. At the age of fixteen, he elpoufed Mary, a 

narnaftc* py^jjcfeft of Portugal ; who died in lefs than two 

ft2iTs after her marriage, in child-bed j when 

flie'was delivered of Don Carlos, whofe unhappy 

fete will' be related in the lequeL . ; 

. Phjlip continued to refide in Sipain, and 
was intrufted with the adminiftration of the 

* Haraeus Annates Belgii, &c^ P. 570^ Cabrera Vida 

Aj FiHppe It. lib. i. €,i. /. , » 
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kingdom, till the year one thoufaad five ton- ■ ^^ ^ 
drcd and forty-eight; At that timci he was ^ v ^ 
called by his father inio the Low Countries i b/ut'Lhct 
where he arrived^ in the beginning of the fol^ lUdLSu 
lowing year, with a numerous retinue of %a^ 
nifli nobles* Upon his entrance info Briiflelsi 
as he was erer defirous to maintain the ap 
pearance of extraordinary pietys he went firft 
to the cathedral churchf to render thanks to 
the Almigkty for his preiervation i and then 
proceeded to the palace* After paffing fome 
days there with the Emperor, who, in ail his 
behaviour, difcovcred that fond affe£fcion, which 
IS natural to a perfon in the decline of lifei to- 
trards an only fon, he fet out to vifit the prin* 
cipal cities in the Low Countries, accofnpanied 
by the Regent, his aunt, the Qgeen Dowager 
ofHtAgary^i 

Nothing c&uld txtttd the potnp With which Hit rtctp. 
he was every where received. In prefents, en-» "*" *"* 
tertainments^ illuminations, and tournaments, 
immehfe fums were expended. The cities vied 
with ieach other in difplaying that magnificence 
which their induftry had enabled them to at« 
taifli and the people gave every where the 
ftrongeft demonftrations of their atuchment ^ 

^ Haraei Annalet Dacam Brabsntbr, &c. torn. ii. p. 653. 
Antwerpue, 1623. Lod. Gaiccttdini, Vb. it, p, 127. 

« Meteren, p. Q* _ 
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- But Philip's mariners' were not lefs 4irgMft« 
ihg in: Germany, than th^y had bwp jin t^ 
the^'e"** Netherlands 5 and fenced rather to silienate'the 
fch^J^*^^ ofifeaions !of the Qermans, than to conciliate 
' their fayour, . His demeanour $here was equally 
diibant^ refcryed, and haughty^ He fuffere4 
pyen pfinces of the hi^eft rank to remain un-r 
cohered in his prtfence.i and, in all his beha-? 
yiour, aflFe£tcd ^ dc;gi:<e ^of ftatfe and .dignity 
which the Emperors them^lvcjj had peycrbeen 
jiccyftomied tx) affijme, . The Germans drcade4 
the dominion of one whofe .behaviour, even 
when he was courting their favcnir^ was ifo C0I4 
and diftant, They refufed to liften to the Enj^ 
peror's propofal j and they were confirmed in 
their. refolution of rejcding it, partly, by their 
remembrance of the calamities which they ha4 
. • fuffened from conferring the Imperial crown. 01^ 
Char^ps, whofe power had proved aimoft fatal 
to fheir liberty^ and partly, by their attachr 
ment* to Ferdinand, joined with th^ afFedion 
which, they bore to Maximilian, whofe charac- ' 
fcr and manners w^re, entirejy thf reyerf^.pf 
jhofe pf fhilip, 

CHAit«$ was not piF a temper ^o bg eafily^ 
diverted from hi^ defigns j and, being con- 
fciou$ pf the great fuperiority which he ha4 
lately acquired, from his triumph over the 
confederacy of Sinalkaldei he dpjibt^d not of 
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being abl^ to compel the deAots to make •^jf'^ 
choice of 'his !bn, provided he could prevail on ^'^ v ' ^ 
Ferdiftand to nefign. To eflfeftuatc this, he 
applied himfelf widi all that eameftnefi and 
"^airdour #hich he commonly difcovcred in the 
profecution of his fchemcs. Nothing %mt the 
iiit^xkfttion of profpcrity could have irif|iircd 
a prince of fo great fegacity as Charles^ with 
the hopes of fucceeding in fb chimerical an at- 
teriipt. Ferdinand himfclf was in the full vi- 
gour of liki and, confidering the declining 
ftate rfhis brother's health, his proipeft of the 
Imperial dignity was not diftant : his fbn had 
been educated with the view of attaining the 
fame exalted flration after his father's death 1 
and, from the great popularity of his charaftcr, 
he had juft ground to entertain the moft ian- 
guine expectations of fucccfs. Charles might 
^afily have perceived, that no arguments which 
Jie could employ, would perfuade either the fa- 
ther or the fon to forego a profpeft fo alluring. 
Accordingly, although he had, on all former 
occalioris, found his brother's behaviour to- 
wards him relpeftful and complying; and, to 
give greater weight to his prefent application, 
made ufe of the'powerful interceflion of his 
fifter the Queen Dowager of Hungary, to whom 
his brother was indebted . for the crowns of 
Hungary and Bohemias yet Ferdinand with- 
ftopd all his fifter's entreaties, and rejeded all 
B 4 the 
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the pf^rs of compenfation which , w<re made to 
him. Charles had given his daughter ia mar- 
riage to Maximiliajn> and intruded him with 
the government of Spain, during Philip's ab- 
fence, in order to footh him under:thedifap- 
pointment : which he was preparing for him, 
and to remove him to a difta^fpe from Ger- 
rnany, when his father's afFe£tion was about to 
be put to the triah This young prince was 
greatly . alarmed when he heard of the defign 
. which was carrying on againft him ; and hav- 
ing left Spain, and returned to Germany, he 
.omitted nothing in his power, to cojifirm his 
father's purpofe, arid to render it unalterable. 
.Charlesfaw at laft the neceflityiof dropping, 
for the prefent, the profecution of his fcheme : 
and Philip left Germany, much diffatisfied with 
the Eledors, and other Gcjrman princes, but 
with -none more than with his kinfmen *": 



Philip re. From Germany he returt>cd to Spain, where 
s^in/ he held the regency of the kingdom, and ac- 
quitted hinifelf of his charge, in fuQh a manner 
as led hb fubjefts to form a favourable opinion 
of his prudence, his induftry, and his capagity 
for government. But the cotempor^ry hifto'- 

^ Lud. GuicciardiD. lib. li. p. i;28. PaUaticini Iltoria 
di conctljo di Trenid, lib. xi. c. i ji Thuanus, lib. vii. ab 
initio. Extrait des LflOttres de Marillac ait Roy de France en 
Ribicr, July 2^, ij^jo. 

rians 
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ridmkaremieiidoiiiDdnopaitidilanof]^ book 

dud* during thi^ period^ that deferve to be *■ v " "^ 
recorded. He remained in Spain dll his mar* 
r^e with the queen of England, in^ the year 
one thoufand fiveiiundred and fifty-four. 



No fooner was Mary> daughter of Hemy »•■ 
VIII. feated oh the throne, than Charles^ whole thT^Mn^r 
ruling pailion, towards the cJofe of his reign, ^•****^ 
was to aggrandife his fan, conceived the defign 
of uniting England to his other dominions, by 
die marriage of Philip with the queen. Had 
Philip declined this match, it was believed, 
that Charles would have offered himfelf to 
Mary, rather than have lofl fo iiiviting an op^ 
portunity of augmenting his power. But the 
fon was not lefs governed by ambition than the 
father; and readily confented, at the age of 
twenty-fix, to marry .a princefs of thirty-feven, 
di/agreeable in her temper and manners, home^ 
ly in her perfon, ind entirely deftitute of every 
female chann *. 

WijJN Charles found that Philip, was not 

.avcrfe to the marriage, he immediately dif- 

patched a meffenger to the court of London to 

propofe it; and Mary hefitated not a moment 

in declaring her confcnt* Philip's bigotry, 

s Ribier» torn. iL p. 457* 

which 
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whiicH f ^dcfcd him unaini^ble m the eyes of 
othtufSy recomincAde4 liim toJdicr* She irias 
jty^r, ftrptt^y .attached to: hcrinotfier^fc family-; 
^4 ftife conlidafed 'haw much; ibl :p6werf\;il an 
alliance would toatAeher to execttte h^r €t^ 
vourite fcheme of extirpating herefy from her 
-::■ -doHiinioiis. •/ ) . ^ 

'oijjeftiotti* . Mary's fubjeds had not the iamc realbhs 

«f the £ng- 

ii& agidAft with their fovereign to make them fond df this 
^ alliance* iThey had beheld, fw more than thirty 

years, that refflefs ambition with which thfe 
emperor was aftuated 5 and thiey now received 
' a ftriking proof of Philip's inorcfinate thirft 
after power, by his agreeing fo readily to the 
intended matriage, to which there ^as nothing 
JtAl t «fioti Ves of ambition 'that could allure hiiTl. 
'.They were all well- acquainted With his pnvSK 
charafter, andthe prejudices which his haughty 
demeanour had, a few years before, created 
againfl; him in Germany and tht Netherlandi. 
They dreaded the confequences of having their 
queen, whofe temper was naturally rigid and 
*fevere, united to a prince of fo imperious a 
"charafter. They^embled at the thoughts of 
the danger tbr which thfcir liberty and indepen- 
dence would be expofcd; and they were filled 
<with the iTioft difquieting apprehenfions of fatt- 
ing urider the dominion of the Spaniards ; a- 
nation noted for their violent ufe of power in 
/ ' the 
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tkc Ncthcrlwidf' and Italy, infamous for .the *^J*' 
barbsu-ities wMcbthejr had exerdfed -over the * ■ ^ '^ 
natives of America, and diftinguilhed, above 
all other nations, for their bigomd attachment 
to tbe church of Rome \ 

To^tuietthefe alarms, Chaflet Wl recouffe ^^^^ 
€6 different e^cpedients. ' Hepi^i^ on Mary am tkmi 
to iUfplend W perfccution of the Proteftantsi 
and to refume the tide of Supreme Head of the 
Church, which fhe^had laid afide fome months 
beifbre. He fent over munenft flim^ of money 
to be diftributed among the members of par^ 
iiamenti and he ordered the marriage articles 
to be drawn in terms the moft honourable and 
advantageous to Mary and her fubjc&Sj 

By thefe articles it wbs provided, that PhSip 
fhould have only the name of King, while the 
fovefeign power fhould remain entire in th« 
hands t>f Mary i that no f(k»eijgner ihould be - 
admitted into aiVyi public employment i no ih^ 
novation made in the ktws and ci>(toms, aiid no 
violati*n offiiriekl to the rights or Jjrivfleges of 
the nation ; that England flieuld not^ in cdn-^ 
fequente of the marriage, be' involved in* any 
war between France 'and Spain i that the heir$ 

^ Baraet'a^f. part ii* p*284} and Carte, irohii. p« 

of 
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of the mamag^ fhouklnot oaly inKerit ttie Ne^ 
theriands and Englandj biit/in the ievent df 
Don CarlosTs dying wkhojit iflue/ fhould fiic* 
3Cf»l* to the ccown dt Spain, and to the reft of 
Philip's hereditary dooSinicrna 5 aftdthat if the 
queen fhould die without iffue,^ Philip fhould 
^ bave no claiai tJb any fhare in the gdvernrilent 
' ;.; ; of England, but the crown of that Idngdojw 
ihpuld devolve immediately tp the lawful heii; * 

HUfucccfi, Thbse conce0)on$ were not altbgwl^erwitfii^ 
-put eiFeft; They did not indeed entirely dif« 
^1 the appreheniions that wiere entei;tained| 
,fwid many perfons thought, that the more ad^ 
yantagcous the conditions offered jwrere, thorf 
was fo much, the greater reafqn fpr> fuj^eding 
that Charles and his fon had no ferious inten- 
(tion to ful|il,ihpm. ^ut they fyrniflied the 
courtiers> and other parti:$|^s ©f the Spanifh 
match, with Ipecious ar^m^nts in its defence;: 
and deprived thofe whft ftiU remained averfe to 
it, of any plaufible pretext, under which they 
flfught haveprociu-ed an affociation againft it. 
Il^his was attempted .by Sir. Thomas Wiat and 
p$^^r^ who fucQeeded fo far, as tp perfuade 
fcveral hundreds of the people to take up arras ; 
but this incPnfiderable and iU-conecrted infujr-r 

^ Burnet's Hift. of t^e Ref*, p. ii. b< ii. p^ 260. , Caite, 
b. xviu 

roftioa 
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redbion was quiekly foppreflcdj .and fenred only 
to confirm that power of the queen to difpofe of 
herfelf in marriage, which the malcontents in* 
tended tjt> We coiwrouled K 

£v2Ry obftade being removed, and the ar^ 
tides of mardage ratified by par^ament, Mary 
now employed herfelf in preparing for the re- 
ception of her future huibandj for whom, al- 
diough fhe had never feen him, Ihe had con- 
ceived fo violent a paffion,. as filled her mind 
with the moft anxious impatience for his arrival* 
She was, at the fame time, extremely mortified 
with his coldne& towards her ; and complained, 
that, although ihe had fo readily confented to 
beftow upon him both her kingdom and her« 
felf, he had never vouchfafed to write, her z 
letter on the Yubjeft, or to fatisfy her as to 
the caufes of his delay in coming to England. 
At lengdi he fent the Marquis De la:s Navas to 
inform her that every thing was in readineft 
for his leaving Spain. But before his depar-' 
ture, the Spanifh hiitorians relate, that, having 
vifitcd the (hrine of St. Jago in Galicia, he 
there heard mafs with much devotion j kneel- 
ing on the ground, without allowing the monks 
to fumifh him with a cufhioni ^nd rccom« 

^ Boraet, p. 262* Carte. 

mending 
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BOp^ mending himfclf to the protcftion of the patron 
<■!! J' -"Tf faint'. 

^mb'. ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ Coninna, in the beginning 
of Julyi one thoufand five hundred and fifty- 
feur^ and arrived at Southampton, after a pro-^ 
^rous voyage> on the 1 9th or 20th of the fsune 
month. In a few days after his arrival, the^ 
marriage ceremony was performed at Win- 
ehefter; where Philip received, from the em- 
peror^s ambafladorj the inyeftiture of Naples, 
Sicily, and Milan, together with the titular 
kingdom df Jerufalem ; all which Charles re^ 
ligned to lum oh this occafion, as a teftimony 
0f the joy and fatisfaAion which the tnarriage 
afforded him, and in order to render his fon a 
hufband more worthy of his royal fpoufe "* 

Having brought with him a numerous train 
of Spanifh nobility, Philip ftudied to dazzl€ 
the eyes of the Engliih> by the pomp and fplcn^ 
dour of his public appearances, and to gain 
their affedions by his liberality. But he coul4 
not, with all his endeavours^ hide the blemiflies 
of his character* . His ^ natural referve and 
haughtinefs ftill appeared in all his demeanour^ 
He was, too much a Spaniard to relilh any 

' Carte, b. xvil. p. 312. Cabrera, lib. i. c. 4. 
« Burnet's Rcf. p. ii. b. 2. Carte, b, xvii. p. 313. 
Sammom^ Hift« diNapoli, libro ^no^ p. 263. ^ 

.8 thing 
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thing that was not SpanUh. He could, on no * ^^ ^ 
occafion, comply with the manners of the Eng* 
liih. He fuffered even the. (hief nobility to 
rentKun in his prelcnce without taking any no* 
tice of them ; allowed no perfcm to approach 
him without havmg previoufly obudned per- 
miJOiofls and thus made himfelf difficult of ac«* 
ceis, even fo thofe.whofip favovr he wilhed to 
conciliate or fecureS 



It foon appeared^ how little he was fatisfied ^e^ 
irith that article of his marriage-treatyj by doMvSM^ 
whicli he was excluded from the government. 
At his defire, and in order to gain his afFcc* 
tions, which Mary regarded more than either 
the intereft of her people, or even her own im- 
portance in the kingdom^ fhe requeftcd of the 
parliament to declare him the prefuniptivc heir 
of the crown, and to commit the adminiffaration 
of the fkate into his hands. 

Both houfes had hitherto fliewn thcmfelves 
extremely obfequious to her will ; biit they faw 
now the neceffity of putting an end to their 
compliances. They eafily perceived the fpirrt 
and tendency of her demands, and cbnfidered 

^ Burnet's Hift. of the Ref. v. ii. p. zZS. Carte, b. xvif. 
^ 313. ' - 

** Hit carriage/' fays Biihop Burnet, ** was fach, that 
** the a£ling him and his Spaniards was one of the great 
*[ diverfions of qacen Elizabeth's coort*" 

them 
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B oaic- them as aft iiidubitablc proof of her determinecf 
W pv*— I purpoft to gratify her huftsind's ambition; 
without regard to the fatal confequences that 
might follow. They rejefted both her reqilefts. ' 
Although they had confented to Philip's bear- 
ing the title of King, they would not agree to 
the ceremony of his coronation ; and they ob- 
ftinately refufed to affift the emperor in the 
war which he was carrying on againft France *"• 

1^5 artifi€r» To ovcf comc thc prejudices, whichj from diis 
• - coiidu6l of the parliamentj Philip perceived 
. y^trc entertained againft liim, he refolved to 
-^curb his natural difpofitibn, and to aflume the 
appearance of moderation. With this defign, 
he obtained froni Mary the rele^fe pf feveral 
perfons of diftin&ionj whom Ihe had thrown 
into prifon, 'pn fuipicion of their diffatisfadiorr 
to her government. But there was no part of 
his conduft better calculated to conciliate the 
favour of the Englifh, than his prote<Stion of 
the lady Elizabeth; againft whom Mary had 
given fuch proofs of jealoufy and refentment, 
as rendered the nation extremely anxious with 
regard to the life of that princefs. It was un*> 
fortunate, however, for Philip, that the favour 
which h? fliowed towards Elizabeth admitted 
of an interpretation very diiFerent from what 
te exjpeftcd would have been put upon it, Men 

• Carte, p. 315. 

were 



PHILIP IL KING Ol? SPAIN. ty 



BOOK 



Were not inclined to afcribe to gcncrofity, in a 
prince of his interefted chara£i:er> an adion to 
which he muft have been prompted by this 
political coniideration> that if Elizabeth were 
cut o£F> and Maiy to die without iflue^ Eng* 
land would be inherited by the queen of Scots : 
hy whofe marriage with the Dauphin, both the 
crowns of Scodand and of England would be 
united to that of France '• 

Mary had, in order to ingratiate herfelf FerfmiioA 
with the people, and to advance the views of te<u«t/** 
her hxi/band, fulpfended her perfecution of the 
Reformers. But her zeal and bigotry were too 
violent to be long reftrained i and Philip was 
not inclined, either from principle or temper, 
to oppofe thofe fanguinary mcafurep which flie 
was now determined to purfue. Courts no lels 
arbitrary thah the Spanifli Inquifition wefe in- 
ftitutedi and the fame barbarous punifhmentSj 
which that tribunal denounces, were infliftcd 
on great number^ of perfons without diftindtion 
of either age or fex. No perfon doubted that 
Mary was of herfelf fufficiently prone to em- 
ploy thofe dreadful feverities which were exer- 
cifed s but as all men knew how implicitly Ihc 
was devoted to her hufband's will, they could 
not help conlidepng them as the confcquencc 

f Bamct, vol. iL b. ii. p. ^8^. Carte, p. 316. Cam* 
den'a Appiratui. 
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of cither his advice or his approbation '. Philip 
was fcnfiblc of the odium to which he was ex- 
pofed ; and, in order to remove or leffen it, ha 
had recourfe to the ridiculous expedient of 
making his confeflbr, a Francifcan Friar, de- 
liver before him, a fermon in favour of tolcra* 
' tion '. But notwithftanding this artifice, which 
was too grofs to impofe upon any perfon, and 
though Philip feldom speared openly to a9: a 
part in the adminiftration, the prepofleffions 
againft him ftill remained. All his condudt 
was beheld with an eye of yratchful jealoufy 
and diftruft ; nor was it poflible for Mary to 
obtain any higher conceOlon from the parlia- 
nnncnt in his favour, than this, that if (he fhould 
die, and leave iffue behind her, Philip fhould 
be proteftor during the minority. 

paip For feveral months, this conceflion was not 

^ ** dieemed fo infignificant as it afterwards proved. 

< Philip's hiftorian Cabrera aferibes the per fecatio&i to 
Philip as matter of praife, p. 28. lib. u c. 7* i • 

' This fermon was delivered on the 10th of.Febroaiy; 
yet, on the 24th of May following, Philip joined mth Mary» 
^pon occafion of Bonmer's declining to take all the odtam 
of the periecation upon himfelf, in writing to that brntat 
pr^Ate, reqairing him to proceed in the execntion of tho 
laws againft Heretics ; fo as that» t^irongh his good further- 
ance," both Goil's glory may be the better advanced, and the 
commonwealth the more .qniedy gQvetped. Burnet's Col 
legion ofRecbrds, No. 20* 



PHItiP II; KING OF SPAIN. )$ 



A. belief prevailed throughout the kingdom^ 
that Mary was with child» and Philip> and 
even Mary herfelf believed it '; Philip rc- 
msuhed in England while there was any reafon 
to entertain hopes of fo defirable an event i 
/which might have realized that power at which 
Jhe had aspired ever fince his arrival in that 
kingdom. But when thofe appearances^ which 
gave rHc to the belief of Mary^s pregnancy^ 
were found to be nothing but the approach of* 
a dropfyi whfen all proipeft of her evet haying 
childi-en was ^nihilated, and her anxiety for 
ofl^pring^ JQ^ed with her natural fourncfs and 
jealovfyj had prey<ed upon her health> and ren- 
licFcd her p^on> as well as her . conyerfation^ 
difagreeable s Philip left England^ after hav- 
ing ftsud in it fourteen naonths^ and pafied over 
fa the Netherlands \ 



^ dn tte 30th of April, 1 repoft wM» Tpread that lie was 
ttftvaUy deliVf r«4 oiT a (on. Ail tb'^ btUi is London were 
fct a ringing.. Bonfires irere lighted tip in every corner of 
die city. A iTe Deam was fung in ,tl)e cathedral of St. 
Raul's; and a prieft indnlged his tre^ulity to foch a height 
as to defcribe, with gr^at pardcolaHty, the proportions and 
KetiH9 ^ th% y!9a^g prince, whom ht repitftnted ai ihe 
. hcalthieft and inoft beantiful that had. bcpn evei feen« . 

< HartBos, Carta, p. 317* Barnct, partja. b. ii. p» 

jl2. 
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There 'the cm|>cror was preparing tx> eic- 
cute a rcfolution which he had formed of rc- 
figning his dominions, in order to pafs the 
reiTiainder of* his life in retirement. At the 
time of Philip's marriage with the Queeil of 
England^ he had ceded to him the kingdom of 
Naples> and the Dutchy of Milan s and had 
little reafon to be fatisfied with his fon's beha- 
viour towards him^ after giving fo'ftrong a 
proof of his paternal afFedtion and munificence. 
Phrlipj bcfides refafing to come over to Flan- 
ders, where Charles was defirous of feeing him, 
unlefs he were invefted with fome authority in 
that country^ during his abode in it> infifted, 
that the grant of the Italian States ihould^ be 
abfolute and unconditional i and no fooner had 
he entered upon the poffeffion of them, thanJie 
difplaced his father's miniftersi in -ofdei^^o 
make room for creatures of his own. This 
tindutiful behaviour did not deter the emperor 
from refolving to refign to his fon all the ^eft 
of his dominions. On the cbhtfary, it appears 
to have been his principal motive in formmg 
this refolutionj as it gave him a clear difcovpry 
of Philip's imperious temper, and Ihewed that 
he had liow itdtited himfelf to the difagreeajile 
alternative, of either contending with him, or 
of yielding to him "• 

* L'Evefqoc, p* 24, 25. Sommonte, lib, ix. p. 263. 
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Had Charles enjoyed the fame vigoiir, either 
of body or of mind, which he pofiefled fome 
years before, it is probable that Philip's beha* 
viour would have operated upon him very dif- 
ferently, and have determined him to al)ridgCj 
rather than to augment, his fon's power. But 
finding himfelf worn out, partly by the excF\io» 
ciating pain which he had long lufiered from 
frequent returns, of the gout, and partly by his 
incefiant activity, and continual application to 
buiinefs, he perceived that he muft, for the fu- 
ture, cither truft to his minifters, which he had 
hitherto avoided i or fink ere long under the 
weight of the government of fo many Stetes as 
were fubjcft to his dominion. It was therefore 
become neceffary for him to difengage himfelf 
from, at leaft, a part of thofe cares which op- 
preffed him. If Philip's ambition had been 
more moderate, or his temper of mind more 
complying, Charles might have inverted him 
with the chief branches of adminiftration, and 
have Itill retained the fupreme authority? or, 
after refigning to him the fovereignty of a part 
of his dominions, he might have rcferved the 
remainder in his own hands ; but he forcfaw 
that Philip's temper would, in either of thefe 
cafes, have proved the fource of continual un- 
eafinefs to him ; and this he could not, with 
dignity, avoid, by any other mean;5, than by 
g 3 retiring 
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i K retiring* fraxt\ the world, and making an ahfo-- 
/■■■ V ^^ lute ccffion of his whole dprniniphs*. 

DE'ttRMiNEp by thefc motjves;, he refigftcd 
die fovercignty of the Low Countries in Qfto- 
bcr I555> and that of Spain in the n^onth of 
January in>niediately following. But h<; re- 
tained pprfcffian of his Imperial crown for fc- 
vcral months longer, till he had made anptjher 
^ fruitlefs attempt to perfuade his brother to.re- 
Hnquifh his claim to the empire, in bphalf of 
Phijip. Charles was retiring froni the wiarld 
under a conyiftion of the vanity f>f hufriaii 
greatncfs, yet he was as folicitous tx^ fecute an 
jtccfcffipn of that greatnefs. tQ his.fonj,' as if he 
had believed that it cpnftituted fhe fupremc 
felicity qf man. Hh own experience had furAiih-! 
rd him with the ftrpngeft pFoof, that dominions 
fo widely extended conferred the ^pearancp of 
power more than thp fubftance or reality ^ that 
they arc th^ fpurcepf continual and diftradjdng^ 
fknxipty i that they engage thepoflisljor in enter-: 
prifes bpyond his ftrcngth;, and that the right 
government of them is a talk above the capa- 
city of any indiyidyal t yet hp defired nothing 
fo much< as to load his fpn with |hat burden^ 
which he himfdf h^d found intplerabk, and 
pqdcr which he had* funk long before the period 
firhpn old age obliges men to quit the fcenes of 

» Ribicr, p. 49^« 

aftivc 
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aaive life. Charles had long ibftered that * ^if^ * 
prepofterous ambition of princes* which prompts 
them to the purfuit of power> without regard 
to the great enc^for which> alone it is defirablca 
the happincfs of their fubjefts : and it was be- 
come impoffible for him entirely to diveft him- 
felf of this pafTion^ although he was. determined 
never more to indulge it. 

It is much ealier to enter into the motives Thtmiwrf 
from which he z&ed, with relpeft to another 
part of his condud at this time, Prevjpufly to 
his abdication^ he had been exceedingly de- 
lirous to have peace eftablifhedwith France, in 
order to give his fon leifure to recover his do- 
minions from that exhaufted ftate to which his 
own continual wars, together with the fums 
tranfmkted to England, had reduced them. In 
this, however, all his attempts had hitherto 
failed. But, having been detained in the Low 
Countries by ficknefs and the feverity of the 
feaibn, much longer than he intended, he had 
the fatisfadion, before his departure, to employ 
his endeavours fuccefsfully in efFeftuating the 
truce of Vaucelles: and, before the expiration 
of that truce, there was ground to hope, that 
the feveral points of difference between his fon 
and the French monarch would be amicably 
adjufted. Soon after this, he fet out for his re- 
treat in Spain ; where, having buried, in the 
C 4 folitude 
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B 06 K folitude of a convent, all his fchcmcs o? glory 
and ambition, he feldom inquired, or even fuf- 
fered his domeftics to inform him^ concerning 
what was pafling in the world ^ 

T Gianone, torn, \y» p» igZ. 
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NOTWITHSTANDING Charlcs was difap- b/o o k 
pointed in his fchcme. of tranfmitting ■_,-^*-^ 
the empire to his fon, Philip was ftill the moft ^^'^^\^^ 
powerful monarch of the age. In Europe, be- 
fides the united kingdoms of Caftile, Arragon, 
and Navarre, he poflefled the kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily, the Dutchy of Milan, 
Franche-Compte, and the Netherlands 5 in 
Africa, Tunis, Oran, the Capc-Verd, and the 
Canary Iflandsi in Afia, the Philippine and 
Sunda Iflands, and a part of the Moluccas ; 
and in America, the empires of Peru and Mcx- 
ica. New Spain and Chili, belides Hilpaniola, 
Cuba, and many other of the American iflands. 
The mines of Mexico, Chili, and Potofi, were, 

at 



a6 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

* ^u^ ^ ^t the time of Philip's aoceffion, a fource of 
greater wealth than almoft all the other princes 
in Europe were poffeiFed of. His fleet was 
much more tiumtrous than that of any other 
European power. His troops were better dif- 
ciplined, and more accuftomed to war and vic- 
tory : and they were commanded by the ableft 
and moft experienced generals of the age. 

Such extenfive power, and fuck copious re* 
fources, ccJuW f\pt;:buf appeaf eirtr^nx^ly for* 
midablc to the other European States ; espe- 
cially when they reSefted upon the dark, 
imperious chaya£ter of thi^ piincetowhom they 
belonged.' For although Philip had neither 
his father's valour,' nor liis . enterpX"i(ing, adivity, 
yet he; , was plodding, induftaiows^ and penetrat- 
ing. He had already fliewn that fciis ambition 
., . was not Icfs apdent than, that of the emperor j 
and it was the more to b<e dreaded', as it wai 
concealed under the cloak of feirveut zeal, for 
the in^ereft of religion. . 

suteef But how much foeverPhiKf)"^ power and 

"'*^** character' were fitted to Excite* jpal6u;fy' in die 

neighbouring ftites, thefe Wefe few of thern^ 

'at t1iat period, iti a cOifditicSli to'C«antera^ his 

•fEogiand. defigns. The JEngUfh had, fince Mary*s^c* 

.aO''- . ■ ■ , ' 

Meteren. . .. . i 

ceflion. 
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ccfli^n, loft much of Aat importance in Eu- • ^J^ ^ 
it)pe, which they had enjoyed for half a century w* "^ — ^ 
before. Commerce was either neglefted, or 
opprefled; their troops were undifciplined, and 
ciifufcd to war -, and their navy was in the moft 
languiihing condition. During Philip's refi* 
dence among them, they had given proof of 
their native fpirit of independence^, by refufing 
to admit him to any Ihare of the adminiftra* 
tion ; but they had, in every thing elfc, flicwii 
themfelves tamely fubmiffive to the will of 
their weak, bigotted queen : and there was 
ground to apprehend, that, inftead of oppofing^ 
they would be compelled by her to aflift him, 
in the execution of any violent or hoftile plan, 
which his ambition or bigotry might prompt 
him to puriue. 

He had no greater reafon to expfcft o{>pofi* or Otnai* 
tion from Germany than from England. For '^^ 
whatever difguft his competition with Fer- 
dinand for the Imperial crown might have 
created, there was no probability that it would 
ever 6ccafion any violent diflcnfion, or open 
rupture between them. Ferdinand was not yet 
fully fettled in the pofleffion of Hungary. Hb 
was ^ difquleted with apprehenfions that the 
Sultan would ere long renew hoftilities againft 
him in that kingdom j and, in order to provide 
Ifg^ijfJ: this cvent^ and fecufe to himfelf that 

fupportj 
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fiipporta of which, in cafe it (hould happepj he. 
wpuld ftand - in need, he laboured afliduoufly 
ta eftablifli concord among the feveiralprince^ 
9f the Germanic bpdy:^ and to compofe the ani- 
mofi^ties "^hich the differences in religion had 
produced., - 

ofPortd- PojiTVOAL had, at this timcj reached the 
fu^Timit of it> profperity and glory. Xhofe 
4ifcoveries, and conc^uefts in the mpft diftant 
i:^gions of the glpbe, which had advanced that 
kingdom to a rank fo much fuperior to what 
It held before, were almoft completed. But 
John the Third, under whofe government and 
aufpices fo ^cat a number of difcoverics and 
conquefts had been made, was how iii the de- 
cline of life i beloved by his people 5 reipe6te4 
by his neighbours j and only folicitous to main-.^ 
tain peace, and to repder his fubjefts happy, 

it 
Dennirk The thrones of Denmark apd Sweden were 

•ndswed.li. gjj^j j^y Chriftiern the Third and Guftayu? 

Vafa.. Under the juft and mild adminiftration 
of the former monarch, Denma^-k was begin- 
ning . to recover from that exhaufted ft^^p to 
which civil diffenfions, the calamities of forcigci 
war, and the oppreffion of ^an odious tyrant 
lately dethroned, had reduced it: ^hile the 
Swedes, who, under Giiftavus, had thrown 
off the yoke of the neighbouring kingdom^ 

an4 
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«nd beftbwed their crown upon their brave deli- 
verer, were enjoying under him the fwcets of K- 
berty, and laying the foundation of that greatneis 
to which they^ afterwards attained. Neither of 
thcfe nations, however, were yet in a condition 
to take a part in the affairs of the other Eu- 
ropean powers J and the patriotic princes who 
ruled over them, found fuflicient empIo)rment 
in eftablifhing tranquillity within their king- 
dorns. 

In Italy, the dominions of the church, lately ^ «"»• 
much diminifhed by the grant which Paul the miniMi* 
Third had made of the Dutchies of Parma and 
Placentia to Oftavio Farnefe his grandibn, 
were Ihut up between the Dutchy of Milan on 
the one hand, and the kingdom of Naples 
bn the other. The fovereign Pontiff", there- 
fore, was more dependent on Philip, than upon 
' any other prince, and was much more likely to 
find his intereft in courting that monarch's fa- 
vour, than in promoting any fchemc of oppgli- 
don t6 his defighs. 

Cosmo de Medici, duke of Tufcanyi had T»fea«jr, 
been greatly indebted to the late emperor for 
the fovereignty which he enjoyed; and his do- 
minions were, by the emperor's favour and his 
own wife policy, become fo confiderable, that 
only the viceroy of Naples, or the governor of 
S Milan, 
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i o^ o K Milan, could give him any juft ground of un* 

w -vi— i.cafincfs* Both gratitude and intereft' feenaed 

to call on that political prmce to attach himfelf 

.to the king of Spain, and to cultivate his friend- 

fliip. 

SmJ'*'* OcTAVio de Farnefe, dyke of Parma, had 
naoMda, been deprived of the dutchy of Placentia by 
the emperor j and Philibcrt Emanuel, duke of 
Savoy, had beeti ftript, in his father's lifetime, 
both of Savoy and Piedmont, by the French* 
Without the favour of Philip, neither of thefe 
two princes had any profpeft of recovering his 
dominions. . ^ 

VaAm. The republic of Venice, formerly fo powcr-^ 

ful and ambitious, had, after the league of 
Cambray, difcovered the folly of their ^mbi-' 
tion i and th^ now adhered ftedfaftly to the 
cautious maxim of maintaining a ftrift neutrality 
in all the quarrels of the European piowersj 
Vrhofe friendlhip, and efpecially that of Philip, 
Aey Were folicitous to fecure, as the only me^ns 
by which the invafions of their formidable ene- 
Itt^y, the Turkifh Sultan, could, be r^elledi 

ofFfiAM. Fiioitt this view of the European States at 
the time of Philip's acceflion, it is evident there 
was no other countcrpoife in Chrifl^endom to 
his power, but France : which was not inijdeed 

9 ^ 



. PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. ^i 

of fo great extent as Philip's dominionsi but • ^^'^ 
pofleffed fuch advantages in its fituation, in its ^■■■' a ' "^ 
peo^le^ and in its government^ as made it at 
leaft the fccond kingdom in Europe, and qua- 
lified it to ferve as a bulwark of the general 
liberty, againft the power of Spain, Although 
the frontier of this mighty monarchy did not 
reach fo far as it does at preftnt, yet it ex- 
tended from the Britifh Channel to die Medi- 
terranean and Italy, znd from the P3rrenees to 
Germany and the Nedierlands j and, through 
all that Ipace, was unmixt with the territories 
of any other ftate j lying between Philip's do-* 
minions in Spain of Italy, and the Nether- 
lands i and in the time of war, rendering it 
difficult for his troops in one of thefe coun- 
tries, to co-operate with thofc in the 6then 

During the reigns of feveral princes; the ebanaer«f 
French nation had been accuftomed almoft per- 
petually to the ufe of arms, and had never 
become Efficiently acquainted cither with the 
arts, or with the Iwects of peace, to be averfc 
to war. The (pint of chivalry, the heroic va* 
lour, romantic love of military fame, which, 
whilft the feudal government fubfifted, proved 
tlie fource of fo many calamities to the king- 
dom, ftill animated in a high degree the Frendh 
nobility J but having taken a different, direc- 
tion, infbadt>f engaging them in hoftHttxes 
• ' ■ , againft 
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9 0rx>K . jigainft one another^ it inflamed them with the 



laudable ambition of courting toil and danger 
in fupport of the glory of the nation and the 
crown. 

Henry II. Henry the Second, who governed this war- 
like people, had already Ihewn himfelf poiSefled 
of no inconfid'erable fliare of that ardent and 
ambitious Ipirit by which his father was fo enii- 
nently diftinguiftied. He had not indeed the 
bold military genius of Francis, but this de- 
fed: in his chara6terwas abundantly fupplied 

^ by his generals : among whom were the Ma- 
refchal de Brifac, the conqueror of Piedmont ; 
the Conftable Montmorency, fo much cele- 
brated for his heroic valour, and Francis of 
Lorrain duke of Guife, who had lately ac- 
quired immortal honour by his defence of 

. Metz againft the eiUperor. 

Hii auies. Henry was formidable, from his connexions 
. with foreign powers, as weU as on account of 
his internal refources. The queen of Scots 
having been educated at his court, and be- 
trothed to his eldeft fon, her kingdom was 
: likely tp become a province of France, And, 
^ in imitation of his father, he had courted affi- 
, duoufly the friendfhip of the Swifs, and en- 
^ tered into a fl:ri£k alliance with the Sultan i as 
^ from the formi^r Jhe might> in (:afe of a rupture 
:- , with 



I^HILI? IL KING b^ SPAIN. 33 

with Spain, receive affiltance by land, and from • ^^ ^ 
the latter by feaj on the coafts of Spain and 
Italy. 

It appeared, almoft from the begihning of 
Henry's reign, that he had thoroughly imbibed 
his father's paffions, his ambition to recover 
pofleilion of thofe Italian dominions which had 
occafioned fo many bloody wars, and his jea- 
loufy of the Spanifh or Auftnan power and 
greatnefsi 

Prompted by thefe paffions, he had^ in the 
year one thoufand five hundred and fifty-onci 
taken Oftavio Farnefe, duke of Parma, under 
his prote&ion^ in oppofition both to the pope 
and to the emperor; And he had entered into 
a league againil Charles, with the Proteftant 
princes in Germany : than which, he could 
not have given a ftronger demonftration of his 
jealoufy of the emperor i fince the principal 
end of this alliance was, t6 fave from ruin in 
Germany, that religion, the profeffors of which 
he had perfecuted in France with unrelenting 
rigour. The war which was the confequence 
of this alliancci continued with v^ioUs fuccefs, 
till a flop was put to it for a few months by 
the truce of Vaucelles above mentioned. By 
this truce the cohtending parties were to retain 
pofleilion of their conqueflrs for five years, un-* 

Vol. I. I> left 
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» o a K icfs their refpeAive claims were adjufted before 
Vi, y ■> the expiration of that term. This was the prin- 
cipal article 5 and, in virtue of it, not only 
Metz and Toul and Verdun, which rendered 
France fecure on the German frontier, but al- 
moft the whole of Savoy and Piedmont (the 
reftoration of which the emperor was in ho- 
nour bound to procure to the duke of Savoy), 
were to remain in the hands of the French. 
Charles would never have confented to this 
condition, which he had rejected when it was 
propofed in the preceding year, had he not 
thought it neceffary that his fon fliould enjoy 
fome years of peace. Henry, on the other 
hand, had the higheft reafon to befatisfied; 
yet it was by him the truce was violated. Into 
this meafurcj of which he had much reafoA 
irfterwajrds to repent, he was drawn, partly by 
that hereditary ambition, which had impelled 
fo many of his predeceflbrs to attempt to gain 
a footing in It^ily, and partly by the interefted 
counfels of the family of Guife ; but chiefly by 
thefolicitations and importunity of the fover^ign 
pontiff. 

. P-ftUL the Fourth, one of the moft Angular 
charafters of the age, and whofe conduft fur- 
oifhedi at this time, a ftriking contraft to that 
of the emperor, had been lately advanced to 
the papacy; after having paffed the greateft 
. . 5 part 
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part of W$ life cither in the ftudy of the lesumcd • ^„^ '^ 
lar^ages find fcholaltic theologfj or in the 
a\jfterities of a cloiften Bom of the family of 
CarafFii in th^ jcingdoai of Naples^ he had ia 
his yoych enjoyed fever^ rich preferments^ ao4 
be^ ^ployed as a nuncip in Naples^ in Spain, 
^^d in England. But having grown tired of 
this pyhjic life, he had relinquifhed the paths 
of ambition 9 refigned his benefices 1 inftitute^ 
an order of Monk?, and lived, for Icveral years^ 
in ftrift conformity to the rigid rules which he 
prefcribed them. Paul the Third with diffi- 
culty perfuaded him to quit his retirement, and 
accept the dignity of Cardinal: nor would 
he have t^een induced to comply with the 
pope's requeft, by any x>ther motive, but the 
hope of contributing towards the extirpation of 
the Lutheran herefy i againft which he had ever 
Ihewn the moft furious and bigotted zeal. He 
was the oldeft cardinal when Marcellus dicdf 
and this circun^nce had fcrved not a little to 
promote his eleftion 3 a^ it flattered the other 
competitors with the profpedl of feeing, er« 
long, another vacancy in the papal chair. 

But his advanced age Jiad given him neither 
moderation nor prudence, nor any ufeful ac- 
quaintance with the world. He talked perpe- 
tually of the power belonging to the fucceflbr 
of St. Peter, and of his fuperiority to princes. 
Da in 
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in terms that might have been fufFercd in the 
dark ages of the church> but which, from the 
revolution men's fentiments had lately under- 
gone, appeared, even to his courtiers, ridicu- 
lous and extravagant. In all his demeanour he 
difcovered a degree of haughtinefe, that afto- 
nifhed thofe who obferved it; and he began 
his pontificate at the age of jfeventy-nine, with 
an impetuofity and violence feldom to be met 
with in the ardour of youth ^. 

His ne- He had long held a diftinguilhed charafter 

for fanftity of manners, and difinterefted zeal 
for the honour of the Holy See 3 but having 
now attained the higheft dignity to which he 
coutd alpire, and having no longer any reafon 
to difguife his fentiments, he devoted himfelf, 
with a blind attachment, to his nephews, and 
feemed to have no other aim, in the exercife of 
his pontifical power, than to advance their in- 
terefts, and affift them in the execution of their 
ambitious defigns. Unfortunately for the peace 
of Europe, their ambition could not be fatif- 
fied with the dignities, which, as fupreme pon- 
tiff, he had the power of conferring 1 although 
he beftowed on Count Montorio, his eldeft 

*» F, Paul, lib. V. Onuphrii Panvinni vita Fa»li IV, 
Thuani, lib. xv, c. 12* Burnet's Hiil* of the Ref» part ii. 
h. 11.. 

nephew. 
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nephew, the dukedom of Palliano, of which * ^^^ ^ 
he had violendy diipoflefied Mark Antony Co- ^ — ^^--^ 
lonnaj pn thefecond, the government of Rome, 
with the county of Bagno, and the title of Mar- 
quis of Montebello -, and had made the young- 
eft a cardinal, and legate of Bologna. But 
the/e men afpired at fome fovereign or inde- 
pendent eftabliftiment, fuch as had been pro- 
cured by Leo and Clement, for the Medici ; 
and by Paul the Third, for the family of Far- 
nefe. They faw no other means of accom- 
plifhring their defign, but by difpoflefling the 
Emperor and his fon of their Italian domi- 
nions : and to attempt this, both Paul and his 
nephews were incited by motives of refentment, 
as well as interefL The younger CarafFa, for- 
merly a foldier, and one of the knights of 
Malta, though now a cardinal, having, when 
he ferved in the emperor's army in Germany^ 
challenged a Spanifh officer to fingle combat, 
Charles had put him under arrefti and after- 
wards, when the pope had conferred on him the 
priory of St. Jerom in Naples, the emperor's' 
viceroy had prevented him from entering on the 
poflcflion of it *. 

Paul himfelf, during his refidence as nuncio 
in Spain, having acquired the efteem of Ferdi- 

' Pallavic]Qi> p. 60. Father Paul, lib. r. 

P 3 nand. 
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nand the Catholic, had been admitted by hirt\ 
into the council of ftate, and had retained his 
place there after the acceflion of Charles, But 
having on fome occafion fpoken with too much 
freedom againft the emperor in the conflftory 
it Rome, Charles had teftified his difjyleafure 
Virith him, by ordering his name to be fltuck 
out of the lift of counfellors. Not fktisfied 
with this, he had firft oppofed his being ad- 
mitted to the archbifhopric of Naples, to which 
Paul the Third had prelented him^ and after- 
ivards, though Charles was perfuaded by Julius 
the Third to confe^t to his ihveftiture^ yet he 
had molefted him in the exercife of his jurifdic- 
tion } and had exerted all his influence in the 
conclave to prevent his advancement to the 
papal throne**^ 

These injuries qiade a deep impreffion on the 
proud and fieiy temper of the pontiff 5 nor was 
he folicitous to conceal his indignation. Even 
in the prefence of the Cardinals of the Imperial 
party, he ufed to inveigh bitterly againft the 
emperor, and to join menaces to his invedtivesi 
and would fometimes add, that 'they might in-? 
form their mafter, if they pleafed, of what he 
faid. 

'' * Summontc, lib x. p, 269. Pallavicini, iib.xili. c.xir, 
f. P^uUlib.v. 
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It is probable, however, that he would not * ^^^ ^ 
have formed the reiblution <rf having rccourfe ^^ — r>^-^ 
to arms, had not his nephews, and particularly 6ccs« 
the cardinal, the moft ambitious and intriguing^ 
employed various artifices to deceive him. They 
gave him information of nodbimal aflembliet 
held in Rome, by the partifans of the emp|ror» 
at which, meafures were concerted prejudicial 
to his authority j they informed him of a detec- 
tion which they had made, of peribns hired by 
the emperor, to poifbn, or aiTafiinate both him 
and themj and they carried him intercepted 
letters writ in cypher, from which, according 
to the Cardinal's interpretation, it appeared, 
that ibme fecret machinations were in agitation 
againft him among the Imperial miniftcrs. 

By thefe and other means of the fame na- 
ture, they at once roufed his fears, and inflamed 
his reientmenti and he at length refblved, in 
conformity with their advice, to endeavour to 
engage the French king, whofe war with the 
emperor ftill fubfifted, to enter into ^ treaty of 
idliancc with him againft the common enemy. 

Having, with this view, called fuch of his Pa«i formt 
courtiers as he confided in, to a fecret confer- with h!»* 
ence, at which he defired the French ambafTa- ^ "* 
dor, Avanfon, to be prefent j he informed them 
of the feveral plots againft him and his nephews, 
D 4 which 
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fi o o K .which had fortunately been detefted, and la- 
mented that, notwithftanding it had pleafed 
God to appoint him to be the common father 
of Ghriftians^ yet his children, by confpiring 
to accomplilh his deftruftion, had reduced him 
to the painful neceflity of taking arms againft 
them, in order to maintain that facred dignity 
with which he was inveffied. And he concluded 
with faying, that his hopes of deliverance from 
the dangers which threatened him and the 
church, were founded principally on the power 
and zeal of his moft Chriftian majefly, 

AvANSON replied to this difcourfe^ by aflurr 
ing him that the king and kingdom qf Francp 
would be ready to devote themfelves to thip 
defence of his facred perfon, and the Apoftolic 
Sec; and Paul difmifled the aflembly, after ob- 
ferving that he hoped ere long to fee one of the 
king's fons in pofleffion of Naples, and another, 
of the Dutchy of Milan. 

Caraffa th^ cardinal, impatient of delay, 
immediately fet on foot a treaty between his 
uncle and Avanfon ; and having, without much 
difficulty, brought it to a conclufion, he tranf- 
mitted it to the coqrt of France *. 

Thk 

* From this treaty it is evident, that however folicitous 
Paul Was to advance thb ambitious and interefted vieivs tS 
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The moft important articles were thcfe, That 
the king of France fliould take upon himfclf the 
protcftion of the pope, and all the family of 
Caraffa : du^t the Pope Ihould fumi(h an anny 
of ten thoufand men i and the king the fame; 
or a greater number, if neceffary, to co-operate 
with the eeclefiailical forces, in rcftoring liberty 
to Tufcany, aind in expelling the Imperialifts 
and Spaniards from the kingdoms of Naples 
and Sicily. And that, in cafe their amis 
ihould be attended with fuccefs, the pope fhould 
immediately grant the inveftiture of thefe king- 
doms to a younger fon of the French monarch; 
referving for the Ecclefiaftical State, the city 
of Benevento, with its territory, and an annual 
tribute of twenty thoufand crowns } beikies an 
independent eftabliihment, in the kingdom of 
Naples, of twenty-five thoufand crowns, for the 
Count Montorio ; and another of fifteen thpu- 
fand for j^ntonio de Garaffa ^ 

This treaty met with fuch a reccpdon at the 
court of France, as Avanfon had given reafon 
to expeft. Henry was allured by the profpeft 
which it opened to him of acquiring thofe Ita- 

Lk nephews, he was not entirely nnder their direAi<ui» 
iior altogether regardlefs of the iatereft of the Holy See« 
fallavicini, lib* xiii. c. xv. 

f Sommonte, lib* z. p. 278. 

lian 
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lian dominions, for which his predecelfors had 
fo often contended i -and was of himfelf ftrong*- 
ly inclined to comply with the pope's propcrfals. 
The conftable Montmorency, ever bold, and 
often ralh in aftion, but in counfel provident, 
circumipedt, and cautious, employed feveral 
cogent argumients to difluade himj and was 
warmly feconded by the cardinal of Tournon. 

They obferved, that, as the emperor wa$ 
about to refign his dominions, it was highly 
probable, that either a peace, or a truce wirfi 
Spain* might foon be eftablifhcd; they rcprc- 
fen ted how pernicious all thofc cnterprifes in 
Italy had been, which Henry's anccftors had 
undertaken, in circumftances much more fa- 
vourable, than at the prcfent period, when the 
nation was exhaufted by a long fucceffion of 
expcnfive wars. And they endeavoured to con^ 
vince him of the imprudence of unneceflarily 
prolonging war with a prince pofleffed of fo ma^ 
ny refources as the emperor, depending on the 
feeble aki of a pope, at the age of eighty ^ 
after whofe death thofe very forces on which 
-he now relied, would probably be ranged ©P th*^ 
flde of the enemy, 

Henry, who had been long accuftomed to pay 
the higheft deference to the conftable's opinion, 
would have yielded to thefe arguments, had 

they 
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they not been warmly oppofed by the duke of • o ^ * 
Guife, and his brother the cardinal of Lorrain; i^-J— ,1 
who flattered the king's ambition^ and thereby 
obtsdned an eafy vidory on this occafion over 
their rival. Whether there was ground for the 
futficioM which were entertained, that Guife 
had fbrnied a defign on the kingdom of N^les, 
and the cardinal on the papal throne^ it is im* 
poffible to decides but, from the interefted 
and ambitious charaders of theiemen, there is 
reafon to believe, that neither a regard to the 
welfare of France, nor the glory of the king, 
determined them to offer the counfel which 
they gave. They knew that the management 
of the war, and the condudt of all the negoci-^ 
ations relative to it, would be put into their 
hand^i and they hoped, if the event were pro- 
iperous, to enjoy in Italy^ a more independent 
authority than they could expeft to exercife in 
France, where they muft fubmit to perpetual 
controul from the prelence <^ the king, or fiom 
their rivals in the court. 

*^ So fair an opportunity, faid the Cardinal| 
of Recovering thofc dominions in Italy, which 
the crdwn of Spddn has ufurped, ought not ta 
be negle<5ted« It was from the fovereign pon* 
dff, that the French manarchs had originally 
received their title to the Ne^olitan kingdom; 
and it would not be difficult for the king to 

affert 
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aflcrt his claim, with the afliftajice of the pre^ 
fcnt pope, whofe family would, by their credit 
and influence^ engage the friends of France to 
ftand forth in defence of a caufe which their 
ancefters had fb ftrenuoufly fupported^ And 
with regaydto what had been faid of peace wilh 
the emperor, as the profpeft of it was extremely 
precarious, fo it was not to be fuppofed, that any 
benefit that would acgrue frpm it, could be put 
in the balance with that acceflion of glory, 
which the king, and the French nation, woul4 
derive from the prppofed alliance/' 

This fpecious, but flipily decIama,tion, pro-r 
duced the defired efFeft on the irpprovident 
temper of the king. The .cardinal of Lorrain, 
agreeably to his expeftations, was intimediarejy 
ordered to repair to Rome^ and the Carjdinal of 
Tournon, though extremely averfe to the nmea- 
fure adopted, was required to accompany him. 
Not long afterwards the treaty was concluded 
in form, and both parties began fecretly to prcT 
pare for putting it execution. 



Truce ©f 
Vaucel'es^ 



But Henry foon forgot the obligations which 
Dec. 15, ' he had brought himfelf under in this treaty ; 
and, in lefs than two months after it was figned, 
agreed to the truce of Vaucelles. The cardi- 
nal of Lorrain was at that time in Italy; and 
the conftable, taking advantage of his abfence, 

reprefcnted 
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reprefented to the king in fo ftrong a lights the 
benefit which would arifc from, the truce, as 
overcame the refolution of that unfteady prince^ 
and perfuaded him to abandon thofe alluring 
profpefts with which he had been dazzled and 
deceived. The Cardinal, after his laft audi- 
ence of the pope, was about to fct out from 
Rome, in order to folicit the duke of Ferrera 
and the republic of Venice to accede to the al- 
liances; when intelligence was brought him 
from the court of France, that, in a conference 
held at Vaucelles for an exchange of prifoners^ 
a truce, with the condition of leaving both 
parties in pofleflion of their conquefb, had 
been propofed by the Imperialifts. But he 
thought it fo exceedingly improbable that either 
the emperor, or Philip, would confent to this 
condition, that he ftill perfifted in his journey, 
and left his information with the cardinal of 
Toumon, to be communicated to the Pope. 
It made no greater impreffion on Paul, than on 
the cardinal of Lorrain. He endeavoured t6 
make Tournon believe, that fuch a truce would 
give himpleafures but it was an event, he faid, 
to be defired, rather than to be hoped for, or 
cxpcdted. 

Not many days after, he received certain Conflemt- 
intelligence from his nuncio at the court of 
France, that this event, which he thought fo 
6 exceedingly 
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* ^ o J^ exceedingly improbable, hud taken place j that 
u^-v-v the trued was aftudly figned> and that Henry> 
as well as the emperor and his fon, had fworn 
to obferve it j the firft at Blois, in the prefence 
of the Count de Lalain, and the two laft before 
the Admiral de Coligni at Bruffds, The news 
of this tranfaftion excited in Paul and his ne- 
phews the moft alarmiixg apprehepfions. They 
were confcious of having given the emperor 
> and Philip the jufteft ground of offence. They 
could not fuppofe that their conduft had been 
entirely iecret, and they were now expofed to 
the refentment of enemies, by whom they muft 
be quickly t^verwhdmed *. 

htioi'^""* In order to elude that vengeance M^hich they 
juftly merited, Paul affciSed to rej<Mce, as be- 
came the father of the Chriftian church, at fee- 
ing an end put to the calamities ofiwar. Un- 
der this maik he concealed his intention for 
fome time, and that he might conceal it ftill 
longer, and more efFe6hi4lly, he fent two nun- 
cios, a cardinal of the name of Rebiba, to the 
emperor and Thilip; and his nephew cardinal 
Cacaffa, to the king of France, He gave the 
fame public inftrudtions to both, and ordered 
them to make an offer to thefe princes of his 
mediation for eftaWiffiing a folid peace on the 

-* 9iL\Unkkdf lib. xui.c. xvi. 

foundation 
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foundation of the truce 1 and to treat with them 
of the meaflures prefer to be taken for aflem* 
biing a general council. But the real defign 
of Caraffa's embaflfy was, to perfuade Henry to 
^aUiI the conditions of that alliance with the 
pope, into which he had entered fome months 
before \ 

Rebiba was purpofely detained in Rome for 
feveral weeks i but Ckr^ffzj having carried 
. along with him marcfchal Strozzi, a kinfman 
of the queen of France, proceeded in his jour^ 
acy to Paris with the -utmoft expedition. He 
poflefled, in an eminent degree, the art and 
eloquence neceflary for executing the difficult 
negociation which he had undertaken. Aad it 
was riot without good reafon that the pontiif^ 
wheu he refleded on his nephew's talents, ftill 
flattered himfelf with the hopes of fuccefs. 

Upon his arrival at Fountainbleau, Caiaffa hii nepiiew 
found the courtiers divided as formerly, with ntn^Z 
regard to the fubjea of this embafly. When ;;;;[•;***• 
Henry firft entered into alliance with the pope, 
the conftable was fufpefted of having too faint- 
ly oppofcd it J not from any doubt which he 
entertained of its inexpediency, but, either 
from the faithleis complaifance of a courtier 

^ PtllaviciiM, lib- xjii. K» xvi. 
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CO the inclinations of the king; or from a de-^ * 
fire to have his rivals of the family of Guifc 
removed to a diftance from the court. But 
whatever ground there was for this fufpicion^ 
it is certain that Montmorency had been the 
chief promoter pf the truce of Vaucellesj and 
tliat he now fliewed himfelf extremely avcrfe 
to that Ihameful violation of it, which Caraffa 
had come to folicit. 

The duke of Guife, on the other handj arid 
his brother the cardinal, were ftill as much 
bent on the Italian .war as ever j and made no 
more fcruple to exhort their mafter to under- 
take it, after he had Iworn to obferve the tnicc 
with the emperor, than they had done former* 
ly, when he was at liberty, confiftently with 
his honour, either to embrace or rejeft it. 

BETWEEN the oppofite counfels which were 
given him, the unliable mind of Henry re- 
mained for feveral days in fufpenfe. Elated 
with the fuccefs which had hitherto attended 
his arms, and inflamed with the ambition of 
acquiring the Neapolitan kingdom, he was in- 
clined to a renewal of the war, and withheld 
his confent from it, only out of refpedt for his 
oath, and his deference to the opinion of the 
conftable. At length CarafFa having gained 
ov^r the queen, through the influence of Stroz- 
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zi; and the Guifes having employed the ftill " ^i^.*^ 
more powerful interceflion of the dutchefs of 
Valchtihois *, Henry began to yield to the im- 
portunity of fuch powerful folicitors^ and ad- 
mittied Caraffa to a private audience, which he 
had requefted, in the hopes of completing that 
vicflory over the conftable*s remonftrances, and 
the king's remaning fcruples, which his aflb- 
ciates had begun. On this occafion, having, 
with the ufual ceremony, prefented to the king, 
a confecrated fword, he remonftrated' to him, 
at great length, on the breach of his engage- 
ments with the pontiff J and when he found 
that Henry was not offended with this freedom, 
he next addrefled himfelf to his ambition, and 
reprefented, that a more favourable jundhire 
than the prefent could not be defired for at- 
tempting to expel the Spaniards from Italy. 
That the reins of government were now aban- 
doned by the emperor, and committed to his 
fonj who, befides his inexperience, was ex- 
tremely unacceptable to the Italian ftates and 
princes, and was not yet firmly eftablilhed on 
his throne. That his exchequer was drained 
by thofe expenfive wars in which the emperor 
had been almoft continually engaged ; and his 
armies were neither fo numerous nor fo flourifli- 
ing as at any former period fince the com- 

* The famous Diana of Poitiers, Henry's mift'rcfs. 

Vol; I, E mencement 
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mencement pf his father's reign. While, on 
the other hand, the French army would have 
cafy accefs to Naples, through the territories 
of the pope, and would thence likewife be fur- 
niflied, both with frelh troops, and with abun- 
dant fupplies of animunition and provifions. 

Henry found it difficult any longer to with- 
hold his confent. But there were two points 
on which he required ftill farther fatisfaftion, 
than either CarafFa's arguments or promifes had 
given him. He could not entirely diveft him- 
felf of the fcruples which arofe from his oath j 
and nothing offered by CarafFa had taken ofF 
the force of the conftable's objedtion againft 
entering into engagements with a pope in the 
extremity of old age, who, it was likely, would 
die before the end of the propofed alliance 
could be accomplilhed. CarafFa had forefeen 
both thefe difficulties, *and was prepared to re- 
move them. He produced from Paul a power 
to abfolve Henry from the obligation of his 
oath ; he engaged that fuch a number of cardi- 
nals, partifans of France, and enemies to Spain, 
lhould.be nominated at the next promotion, as 
would fecure to Henry the abfolute difpofal of 
the papacy, in the event of the pontiff's death ; 
and, for his further fecurity, he promifed, in all. 
events, that Bologna, Ancona, Paliano, Civita- 

Vecchia, 
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Vecchia, and even the caftle of St. Angelo, » ^^^ ^ 
fliould be put. into his pofleflion& 

The war was now refolved upon without 
further hcfitation* CarafFa immediately dif- 
patched a meffenger to Rebiba^ who, according 
to his inftrudtions, was advancing by flow jouf- 
nies towards Bruflels, to inform him of what 
had paffed, and tb defire him to return to Rome. 
Henry received abfolution in form from the ob- 
Hgation of that facred law of Nature which 
enjoins the obicrvance of an oath; and, at the 
farne time, he received a difpenfation from a 
law of nations, confidered as no lefs facred, by 
which it was held to be unchriftian and bar- 
barous to begin hoftilities without a previous 
declaration of war ^. 

As he flattered himfelf that his tranfaftiofi 
with Caraffa might be for fome time concealed, 
he was determined, if poflible, to attack the 
emperor and Philips while, truftingto the truce, 
they were off their guard. And thus did this 
monarch, who was not lefs virtuous than moft 
of his cotemporary princes, deliberately refolvc 
to add treachery to the perjury and falfehood 
into which he had been betrayed j under a per- 
fuafion that his conduft was not only juftifiable> 

^ Thuanus, lib. xvii. c. vii. Father Paul, lib. r. Pal- 
lavicioij lib. xiii. c. x. {(• 7 1 • 

E 2 .but 
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BOOK but even honourable, and meritorious in the 
>■■ yj .7 fight of God and man. Such is the fafcinating 
power of falfe religion; and fo pernicious to 
Ibciety that impious pretenfion to the power of 
annulling the facred obligations of morality> 
which was claimed by the Roman pontiffs, and 
which, through the ignorance of their votaries, 
they were permitted for many age? to ^njoy. 

Caraffa had endeavoured to conceal his 
negociation at the court of France, under the 
pretext of treating with the king about the efta- 
blilhment of peace, and the calling of a gene- 
ral counciL But the emperor and Philip were 
too well acquainted with his charadter, to be fo 
cafily deceived. They had penetrated into the 
real intention of the embafly, and had for fbme 
time kept a watchful eye over all the motions 
both of Henry and the pope* 

The vio- The condudt of Paul was extremely ill-calcu- 
FaV. ° lated to elude the penetration of the Spanifh 
minifters. Befides excommunicating the fa- 
mily of' Colonna, and depriving them of their 
their territories, he had treated with much fe- 
verity and injuftice all thofe whom he fufpefted 
of being attached to the Spanifti intereft ; and 
had received, in the moft gracious naanner, 
fome Neapolitan exiles, who had fled to Rome. 
Some of his letters having been intercepted, 
7 he 
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he had put to the torture Antonio dc Taffis ■ ^^^ ^ 
poft-mafter at Rome, though a Spanifh fubjeft j ^ J ^ 
and, in violation of a privilege long enjoyed by 
the kings of Spain, had given his office to ano- 
ther. He had put under arreft De la Vega, 
Philip's ambaflador at Rome; and, with no 
fmall degree of vanity, fet on foot a trial in the 
confiftory, againft Philip himfelfi on pretence 
that, as his liege-lord, he had a right to de- 
prive him of the kingdom of Naples, on ac- 
count of his having failed in the- payment of 
700 ducats, which he alleged was an annual 
tribute due from the poffeffor of that kingdom 
to the Holy See K 

WiTiLE Paul gave thefe impotent proofs of 
his refentmcnt, his nephews were making dili- 
gent preparation for the approaching war. 
They were. employed affiduoufly in repairing 
the fortifications of Rome, Paliano, and other 
places. And, having levied a confiderable 
number of troops, they engaged Camillo Or- 
fmi> one of the ableft generals of the age, to 
command them. 

The adminiftration of Philip*s affairs in Italy The duke 
was at this time in the hands of Ferdinand de •^ ^*^*" 

» Gianonc, Hv. xxxiii. c. i. The duke of Alva'i letter 
in Snmiftonte, torn, iw, p, 270. Clement VIL had renounced 
this claim. 

E 3 Toledo 
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'B o^o K Toledo duke of Alva ; a fmgular and diftin-i 
^■«-v — ' guifhed perlbnage in Philip's reign, whom 
there will be frequent occafion to mention in 
the fequel. He was arrogant, vain, and proud i 
violent, inflexible, and relentlefs ; but patient, 
prudent and fagacious ; inured from hiS youth 
to arms, and poflefled of confummate Ikill in 
the art of war. He had been intrufted with the 
fupreme command of the emperor's fofces in 
Germany ; and, though unfuccefsful in the 
fiege of Metz, had difcovered uncommon vi- 
gour and abilities. He did not, however, en- 
joy the fame degree of credit with the fa- 
ther, which he afterwards attained under the 
fon ; whom he nearly refembled in his charac- 
ter, and whofe favour he had courted withj 
great afliduity and fuccef^. Through the in- 
fluence of Ruy Gomez de Silva, Philip's prin-: 
cipal favourite, who beheld with a jealous eye 
Alva's growing favour with the king, and was 
defirous, on that account, to have him removed 
to a diftance from the helm of government, he 
had, about a year before, been appointed vice- 
roy of Naples, as well as governor of Milan, 
and commander in chief of all the Spanifh forces 
in Italy. 

Philip had been fully informed by Alva, of 
the pope's cppduft with regard to him; and 
f ven before he knew of his alliance with Henry, 

he 
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he could not entertain any doubt of his intcn- 
^tions. Had he permitted Alva to aft with vi- 
gour, and to improve the advantage over Paul, 
which his defencelefs fituation afforded him, he 
might have got pofleflion of all his fortified 
places, have deterred Henry from entering into 
any new connexion with him, and have thereby 
prevented the renewal of the war. But being 
convinced that Henry would never violate the 
truce of Vaucelles, by which he was fo great a 
gainer ; and knowing that the pontiff could do 
nothing without the afliftance of the French, he 
gave orders to Alva, to ufe every art of per- 
fuafion, before he Ihould have rccourfe to amis. 
Alva, though naturally averfe to all mild ex- 
pedients, complied with his inftruftionsi and, 
by letters and meffengers, complained, remon* 
ftrated, and even foothed and flattered both 
Paul and his nephews. All his endeavours, 
however, were inelfeftual. They ftill con- 
tinued their preparations i and gave him 
fometimes haughty, and always unfatisfaftory 
replies. At length the Duke of Alva fcnt 
Pirro de Loffredo, with one letter to the col- 
lege of cardinals, and another to Paul "* j in 
which, after enumerating the various injuries 
which his mafler had received, and renewing 
bis former offers of peace and fricndfhip, he 

^ The original letters are prefcrved by SummontCy lib. x* 
apd dated Aoguft 21, 15 ;6. 
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B o o i; concluded with proteftiijg, that if his offers 
^ .J > were again rejected, the Pope ftiould be charge- 
able with all the calamities that might follow,. 
Before the arrivaji of LofFredo, Paul had re- 
ceived intelligence from France of the fuccefs 
pf the caj-dinal's negociation ; and the duke, of 
Alva's letter fcrved only to precipitate him into 
new extravagances. He threw Loffredo into 
prilbn, and would even have put him to death, 
had not the college of cardinals interpofed"* 
He then gave orders to Aldobrandin, the con- 
fiftorial advocate, to finifti the procefs which he 
had begun againft Philip, on account of his 
failure in the paying tribute for Naples ; and, 
after hearing the caufe pleaded, he pafled fen- 
tence, depriving him of the fovereignty. of that 
kingdom "*• 

This violent conduft of Paul gave great 
offence throughout Europe; and, in Italy, 
ferved rather to obftruft, than to promote his 
defigns. The Venetians refufed to accede to 
his alliance; and the Neapolitans, perceiving 
what the ambition of his nephews aimed at, 
with refpeft to them, entered warmly into all 
the prudent meafures which the duke of Alva 
planned for their defence. 

n Summonte, lib* x. p. 277. Gianone, lib. zxxiii. c. i. 

° Gianoneadds, that he was difluaded from publifliing it 
by Camerario of Benevenio, the great Civilian, a Neapoli- 
tan ejfiJe. 

' But 
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But PauVs extravagant behaviour did not book 
excite in Philip that refentinent and indignation 
which might have been expected from a young, 
aoibitious, powerful monarch, of a tenoper of 
mind impatient of injuries and a£fronts. Not- 
withftanding the contumelious treatment which 
he had received, he ftill continued irrefolute, 
and difcovered an amazing reludtance againft 
proceeding to extremities. 

Some hiftorians affirm, that he had early im- 
bibed, from the Spanifh Ecclefiaftics, who had 
the care of his education^ the higheft vehenip' 
ration for the Holy See ; and entertained fomc 
fcruples as to the lawfulnefs of employing force 
againft the fovereign pontiff. Others aflert, 
that thefe fcruples were mere grimace and af- 
fcdation. He had already formed the plan of 
fubjeding Europe to his dominion ^ and zeal 
for the Catholic faith was both the pretext and 
the inftrument which he had refblved to em- 
ploy for accompliihing his defign* 

Ne;ither of thefe accounts ought to be en- 
tirely rejefted ; and neither of them ought to 
be admitted asTatisfa£tory» On the one hand, 
it is impoffible to doubt that ambition, and not 
religion, was. the ruling principle of Philip's 
condufti and on the other, y/h/cn we refled on 
the pains which were takeni from, his earlieft 

infancy, 
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»o o K infancy, to inipire him with an^attachment to 
^1— ^^^~-^ the popilh faith, and confider how ferious and 
zeak)usiie ever appeared in the profcffion and 
fiipport of its it will 6e impoflible to fuppofe, 
that, in religious matters, he was entirely hy- 
pocritical. It is improbable that any perfon 
could aft fo uniform a part as Philip did, with- 
out feeling, in ai confiderable degree, the power 
of that motive which he hel4 forth to the world 
as the principle of his conduft. Nor does it 
afford the fmalleft prefumption againft this fup- 
pofition, that his conduft was, on many occa- 
fions, inconfiftent with religious fincerity. His 
rdigion was not furely pure and genuine. It 
was neither the religion of nature, nor that of 
Chrift, but was the barbarous fuperftitioh of 
the church of Rome, which, in the age of Phi- 
lip, inftead of deterring men from vice, tended 
to encourage them in the praftice of it, by in- 
culcating upon them the higheft reverence for 
an order of priefts, fuppofed to be inveftcd 
with the power of abfolving from the guilt and 
punifliment of the moft enormous crimes. To 
Philip's fuperftitious veneration for the Holy ^ 
See, therefore, may be aferibed, in part, both 
his jnoderation in the prefent-junfture, and a 
refolution which he formed, to confult the moft 
diftinguiflied divines, with regard to n:he law- 
fulnefs of waging war againft an enemy whofe 
perfon he deemed fo facred and inviolable, ] 

Those 
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Those men knew well what counfcl was ■ o o k 
fuited to his prefent circumftances i and they » y » 
declared, that, although it behoved him "to 
begin with fupplicating his Holinefs, as the 
univerfal father of the church, yet, if his en* 
treaties were rejefted, the law of nature "Otrould 
permit him to defend his territories, and to vin- 
dicate his right by force of arms ^ 

By this anfwer, Philip's religious icruples Aira*i«ia. 
were removed. Still, however, he lamented ^^*'*** 
the neceflity he lay under, of beginning his 
reign with hoftilities, againft a power, with 
which, more than with any other, he was de- 
firous of cultivating peace and friendlhip. But 
at laft, after having loft a great deal of timf? in 
negociating, he fent orders to the duke of Alva 
to take the field. 

That general, having fome time before ,^js. 

gone from thedutchy of Milan to the kingdom 
of Naples, and fixed his head-quarters near the 
confines of the Ecclefiaftical State, began his 
march in the beginning of September one thou- 
fand five hundred and fifty-fix, with a well 
difciplined army ; which, though fmall in num- 
ber, was fuperior to that which the pontifi^ had 
provided to oppofe it. In a few weeks Alva 

f Ferreras, yoI. ix. p. 373. 

reduced 
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»^j<>K reduced fcveral towns in the Campagna di 
* ■ ■■ ' ^ >' lloma ; and took pofieflion of them in the name 
'*^^' of the facrcd c<^ge, and of the future pope. 
The people of Rome were thrown into eonfter- 
nartion by bia approikcHs and many families left 
tfee ctty, in order to avoid the calamities erf" a 
fiege. Paul ffiill retained all his wonted haugh- 
tinefs, and poured out threats and anathemas 
againft the enemy. ^ • 

Bt gnati t But, die duke of Alva ftill continued to ad- 
vance till his troops could make incurfions al- 
moft to the gates of Rome. lii this fituatibn 
cardinal CarafFa found his uncle's affairs upon 
his return from France. The army which he had 
obtained from Henry had already reached Pied- 
mont s but, being detained there by the rigour 
of the winter^ could not arrive in time to fave 
Rome from falling into the hands of the Spa- 
niards. In order to prevent this, CarafFa pre- 
vailed on Paul> who, from pride, and ignorance 
of his danger,, was extremely reluftant, to ap- 
ply for aceffadon of armss and Alva, at the 
requeft of his uncle, the cardinal of St. James, 
confented: to x conference with CarafFa, in the 
Ifle of Fiumicino. He could not be ignorant, 
that- this crafty Italian's intention was only to 
amufe him till the French army fhould ap- 
proach. But an' interval of repofe was no Icfs 
expedient for himfelf, than for the enemy. His 

army 
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army Wtt greatly diminilhed by putting gani* 
fons into die Cjonquered towns. His ihipswith 
proviflons had been long detained by contrary '^^ 
winds } wd his prefence was neceflary in Naples> 
to haften his levies^ and put the kingdom into 
a pofture of defence before the arrival of the 
duke of Guiie. Influenced by thefe ccmfidera* 
tionsj Alya readily confented to a truce of forty 
days} and^ immediately after concluding it, 
.he fct out for Naples, where he exerted him- 
felf, with great afliduity, in completing his pre- 
parations for the next campaign. 

Th£ duke of Guiie h^ now pafled the Alps* >S57« 
widi twelve. thouiand fbot> and near two thou«- 
fand horfe, and had advanced as far as Rheggki. 
There he was met by the duke <rf Ferrara^ 
whQ> having acceded to the alliance between 
the pope and Henry, had brought along with 
him near feven thoufand men. Guife delibe^ 
rated for fi>me time whether he ftould begun 
his operations with laying fiege to Cremona^ 
Milan, and other towns in the north of Italy ^ 
or, leaving thefe behind him in the hands of 
the enemy> fhould march directly towards 
Naples. He had been earneftly exhorted by 
marefchal de Brifiac, whom he faw in Pied- 
mont, to embrace the former of thefe mea* 
fures, as being the fafeit and. moft pra£ti* 
cable, and in this opinion the duke of Ferrara 

con- 
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BOOK Whilst thefe things pafled in the 'Abruzzo, 

\„ J , J Mark Antony Colonna made rapid progrefs in 

'557* the neighbourhood of Rome, whcr^ he reduced 

fcveral forts and towns, and obtained a vi£tory 

over the pope's forces, commanded by Julio 

Oriini and the marquis ofMontebello. 

By thefe difafters, Paul was overwhelmed 
with terror. And when he was lamenting in 
the confiftory, the calamities in which his do- 
minions were involved, he expreffed his dread, 
that ere long the Vatican itfelf Would be in the 
hands of the enemy. He added, that he longed 
how to be with Chrift ; and, as if he had en- 
gaged in the prefent war from zeal for the faith, 
and not from ambition and refentitient, he con- 
cluded with faying, that he would wait for his 
crown of martyrdom without difmay. 

He was willing, however, to prefcrve his 
earthly crown as long as pofTible -, and had fent 
to the duke of Guife, intreating him to haften 
towards Rome for his defence. This general 
was now on his nmrch thither 5 full of vexation 
and chagrin on account of the inglorious part 
which he had afted. He called upon cardinal 
Caraffa to fulfil his promifes ; and he employed 
all his inteneft to procure fuppHes from the 
. court of France. But the pope's refources were 
already exhaufledi and the French monarch 

had 
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had more than fufficient employment at home ^ ^^^ ^ 
for all the troops which he had referved, after ^— v- 
providing for his Italian expedition. 



«55^ 



Philip had^^ for the reafons above mentioned^ Tbe wu ki 
entered into the war with reluftance i but hav- ''•■^ 
ingi in the origin of itji received the higheft 
provocation from Henry, as well as from the 
pope, and knowing that, in the beginning of 
his reign, the eyes of all Europe would be fixecj 
upon his conduft, he had refblved to exert his 
utrnoft vigour, and to attack Henry, in that 
quarter, where Ije could moft fuccefsfuUy an- 
noy him» 

With extraordinary induftry and difpatch, 
he aflembled a numerous army in the neigh^ 
bourhood of Charlemont, under the command 
of Philiben Emanuel, duke of Savoy. And 
Emanuel cheerfully undertook the charge com^ 
mitted to him, as it gave him at once an 
opportunity of difplaying his great abilities, 
and of taking vengeance on the French' king^ 
by whom he had been expelled from his do^ 
minions. Of the army which was coUefted^ 
only a fmall part confined of Spaniards -, (he 
greatcft part were either Putch, and Flemings^ 
or Germans. In levying them, Philip wa^ 
much indebted to the zeal and alacrity with 
which his fubjefts in the Netherlands efpoufed 
his caufe. For the States of thefe province^ 

Vol, I, F ^5, 
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B ^,1^ ^ notwithftanding the prejudice to their com-* 
V— -V — ' merce, which they forefaw muftarife from the 
'^^^* war, granted, With unufual liberality, all the 
fuppiies which he demanded. But while in 
this they gave proof of their loyalty, they dif- 
covered, by another part of their condufl:, their 
jealoufy and difcontent. They referved in their 
owp hands the adminiftratlon of the money 
which they voted him j and appointed com- 
miffioners to apply it to the payment of the 
troops. This aftion, which proceeded from 
their jealoufy of the Spaniards, made a deep 
impreflion on the dark refentful. mind of Phi- 
lip; it contributed to alienate" his affcftions 
from his Flemifh fubjefts ; and gave him ad in- 
veterate prejudice againft that free conftitution 
of their government, by which they were thus 
enabled to limit his authority. But he was 
fenfible how improper it would have been, in 
the prefent conjunfturc, to difcover his refent- 
ment, or to difpute their privileges. He agreed 
to accept of their fuppiies, with the condition 
annexed to the grant of them j and proceeded 
to complete his preparations. 

Philip en. Not fatisfied with the army which he had 

fanrin^c drawn together from Gerniany and the Nether- 

^*'* lands, augmented by a reinforcement fent from 

Spain; he refolved, if poflible, to perfuade the 

Englifh to enter into the war. With this view 

• he 
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tc went over to England. He found the privy- 
counfellors, the queen herfelfj and the whole 
body of the people, arerfe to his defign* It '^^^' 
has almoft never happened, either before or 
fince that period, that war with the French was 
not agreeable to the Englifli^ During many 
centuries they had been accuftomcd to confidct 
their French neighbours as enemies and rivals, 
with whom they often flbewed an eagernefs to 
contend, when it 'was greatly their intereft to 
remain at peace. But their enmity towards 
the French yielded at this time to their jealoufy 
of the Spaniards J and they entertained the 
moft irreconcilable averfioji to the propofed al- 
liance. Mary, as juft now hinted, was not of 
herfclf inclined to the war, but notwithftand'^ 
ing this,^ and the cold indifference with which 
Philip had ever treated her> flie was unable to 
refift his folicitation % 

Her kinfman cardinal Pole, and her other 
counfellors, reprefentcd, that it was a chief ar-* 
tide of her marriage-treaty, thtt the alliance 
with France Ihould be preferved inviolate $ 
that the violation of it would excite an univer* 
fal alarm with regard to the obfervance of the 
other articles ; and that the prefent ftate of her 
finances would render it impoflible for her, if 

' Van Metcrea. Thuanos, lib« xix. c. Tii* Camdcn^i 
Apparatas. 

• Fa ibe 
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^ ^jp ^ Ihe ftiouid enter into the war, to acquit hcrfclf 
^■-■s/^^ with honour. But Philip having faid, that if 
^^^^' he were not gratified in his requeft, he would 
leave England, and never return to it ; Mary 
was de^f to every argument that could be em- 
ployed to diffuade her from her purpofe j and, 
without further hefitation, ordered war to be 
declared in the city of Rheims, with the ufual 
ceremony ; on pretences which were either en- 
tirely falfe, or extremely frivolous. As Ihe knew 
it would be in vain to apply to her parliament 
for affiftance in carrying on a war fo difagree- 
able to the nation, flie had recourfe to the op- 
preflive expedient of , extorting loans from indi- 
viduals and corporations. By this, and other 
means of the fame nature, fhe equipped a con- 
fiderable fleet, and raifed an army . of eight 
thoufand men; of which Ihe gave the com- 
mand to the earl of Pembroke. 

When this reinforcement had joined the 
duke of Savoy, his cavalry amounted to twelve 
thoufand, and his infantry to between forty and 
fifty thoufand i an army much fuperior to any 
which Henry could mufter to oppofe it. This 
incoafiderate monarch had not expeded that 
Philip would have been abl^ to make fo great 
an effort, and faw now tjxc folly of his late en- 
gagements with the pope. He was not want- 
ing, however, either in prudence or aftivity, in 

/ repairing 
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repairing his faulty and providing for the fccu- ® ^ p ^ 
rity of his kingdom. He committed the chief ^ ■ v ^ 
command of the forces to the Conftable^ whom^ "*^'* 
notwithftanding his averfencfs to the war^ he 
chofe to employ, as the ableft of all his gene- 
rals, to conduft it ; and a great number of the 
principal nobility and gentry flocked to the 
camp, eager to difplay that zeal and bravery, 
which the French nation hath often exhibited 
in defence of their king and country. 

The conftablc could not for fomc time con- Th« Bm 
jcdhire on which fide the duke of Savoy in- s" quiotia. 
tended to turn his arms. His firft movements 
were calculated to beget a perfuafion, that he 
defigncd to enter France by the way of Cham- 
paign J but no fooner had he drawn the French 
army to that quarter, than, changing his route, 
he marched into Picardy, and laid fiege to St. 
Quintin, 

This town muft quickly have furrendered to Attftft, 
fo great a force, had it not been defended by 
the celebrated Jafper de Coligni, admiral of Admiiai 
France, who made, on this occafion, a con- 
fpicuous difplayj^f thofe extraordinary talents 
which rendered him afterwards one of the moft 
illuftrious perfonages ot* the age. Being go- 
vernor of the province in which the place lay, 
he thought it his duty to exert himfelf to the 

F 3 utmoft 
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B o o K utmoft for its prcfervation s and he forced hi^ 
w-v — ^ way into it, through the furrounding zrmy^ 
'^^^* With a body of troops, which he animated tp 
expofe thcmfelves to every hazard of war in it^ 
defence. Immediately after his arrival, he 
expelled the Spaniards from the fyburbs, and 
fet fire to the houfes. But he foon perceived, 
that, by reafon of the neglefted ftatc of the 
fortifications, the garrifon was ftill too weak ^ 
and that, without a reinforcement^ it would be 
impoffible to hold out long againft fo nume- 
rous an enemy. Of this he gave immediate inr 
telligence to ^ the Conftable his uncle, and at 
the fame time informed hini where it would be 
cafiefk to introduce the fuccour which he re? 
quelled. The Conftable, anxioiis for his ne-r 
phew's fafety, and fcnfible how ncceflary it was 
for t^ie prcfervation of the kingdom that the 
duke of Savoy Ihould be detaii^ed before St. 
Quintin, appointed D'Andelot the admiral's ' 
brother, to the command of a feleft body of 
two thoufand foot, deftined for the relief of the 
befieged. A perfon of the name of Valpergue^ 
well acquainted with the face of the cpuntry^ 
had been fent by the admiral, to fcryc a$ a 
jguide to this reinforcement. But whether he 
miftook his way, or the duke of Savoy had got 
intelligence of the defign, is uncertain. D'An- 
delot found the enemy prepared to receive hinm, 
and was fo vigoroufty attacked, that he pfcaped 
jl with 
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with difficulty^ after the greatcft part of his * ®,^ "^ 
troops had been cut to pieces. 



By this difafter the befieged were extremely 
dejefted^ and the admiral had much occafion 
to exert all his addrels and eloquence^ to pre* 
vent them from abandoning themfelyes to de« 
ipair. From a high tower in the town he could 
view the country round, and faw that the place 
was completely invefted on ercry fide but one, 
where there was a marih or lake, too deep iii 
fome places to be pafled on foot, and in others 
too fhallow to admit of boats. Through this 
marfli, however, he hoped that his friends 
might introduce' a reinforcement. Having 
concerted with the Conftable the time and 
manner of putting his defign in execution, he 
threw up die earth in a part of the marfli^ and 
reduced the water into a canal large enough to 
receive fbme finall boats which he had prepar* 
cd. The Conftable theh advanced toward the 
lake with all his forces, and gave D'Andelot 
an opportunity of entering the town, with be- 
tween four and five hundred men '. But, in 
making his approach, the Conftable had led hia 
army through fome narrow defiles> which he 
muft repafs before he could put his troops in 
fafety. His mifconduft, in thus expofing his 

* Labooreur additions, &c. p. 37 ;• 
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B o o K army to fo great i rilk in fight of an enemy fo 
<■■ V '* much fuperior, was quickly perceived by the 
'^^^* duke of Savoy ; and a council of war was im- 
mediately called to confider of the meafures 
proper to be purfued. Many of the officers 
thought that the Gonftable fhould be fuffered 
to retire i but Count Egmont, general of the 
horfe, whom Philip afterwards ufed fo ungrate- 
fully, maintained with warmth ', that it was 
prafticable to attack him in his retreat with the 
higheft probability of fuccefs. The duke of 
Savoy approved of the plan of attack which the 
count propofed, and committed the execution 
of it to himfelf. No time was loft* Egmont 
advanced inftantly at the head of the cavalry^ 
while the duke haftened forward with the in- 
fantry to fupport him j and finding the enemy 
unprepared for their defence, he foon threw 
them into difordcr. The Conftable exerted 
himfelf ftrenuQufly to retrieve his error? but 
count Egmont, fecdnded by the infantry, with 
^ the general at their head, advanced with fuch 
impetuofity, that the Conftable found it im- 
poflible to recover his troops from the confufion 
into which they had been thrown. Perceiving 
that the fortune of the battle was irretrievable, 
*nd ftung with the confcioufnefs of the impru- 

* Auflore, confuafore, -& prope dicatn, perfeflore Eg* 
|nondenfi« L* piiicciardiBi| p. 15c. lib.iil* * 
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dence of which he had been guilty, he nifhed ■ ^^ ^ 
into the midft of the enemy, and feemed deter- ^■ J ^0 
mined not to furvive the reproach in yrhich his '^^^' 
rafhnefs had involved him. He was danger- 
oufly wounded, and would have fallen in the 
field, as he defircdj but, being perfonally 
known to fome Flemifh officers, he was by 
them refcued from the loldiers and taken pri- 
foner. His army was entirely broken. Three Tiierieiich 
thoufand men were killed on the Ipot, and four 
thoufand taken prifoners ; among whom, be- 
fides the Conftable and his tWo fons, there were 
many perfons of diftindtion, and feveral of the * 
firft nobility in France. On the fide of the 
viftors only eighty men* were killed ; a certain 
proof that the attack had been conduced with 
no lefs prudence than intrepidiQr, 

Philip, although a flavc to the luft of 
power, yet unambitious of military glory, re- 
mained at Cambray till intelligence was brought 
him of the viftory. He then entered the camp 
with great pomp, and when the duke of Savoy 
and count Egmont approached him, he receiv- 
ed them in the moil: gracious manner, and ex«» 
prefled his gratitude for the important fervice 
they had performed, with a degree of fenfibility 
and joy which he was feldom accuftomed to 
difcovcr'. His condudt on this occafion was 

« Cabrera, lib. |v. c* 7. ^ 

in 



74, HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK ij^ another reipcft more agreeable to his charac- 
K^^ — f ter. In memory of the battle, he vowed to 
'55^* coafecratc a palace, a church, and a monaftery, 
to St. Laurence, becaufe it was on the anni- 
yerfary of that faint that he had obtained the 
vidory. He afterwards religioufly fulfilled his 
vow by building the Efcurial j for which he re- 
ferved immenfe fums, notwithftanding the dif- 
ficulties in which, through his expenfive wars, 
he was almoft continually involved. 

Sorrenderof Thb battle of St. Quintin might have been 
ft. Quintin. attended with the moft important confequences, 
if Philip had complied with the advice of fbme 
of his general officers, who exhorted him to 
lead his army without delay into the heart of 
France. But this meafure was too bold to he 
rclifhed by a prince like Philip, whofe caution 
often bordered on timiiiity. He gave orders 
to proceed in the fiege of Stw Quintin ; faying, 
that it would be dangerous to leave fo ftrong 
a place behind him in the hands of the enemy, 
and that cveiy army that ventured to pene- 
trate into a powerful kingdom, like that of 
France, ought firft to fccure their retreat. His 
officers were the more cafily reconciled to thcfe 
orders, as they believed it impoffible for the 
befieged to hold out above a few days longer. 
But they were difappointed in their esqjeftations 
\}y the Ikill and intrepidity of the admiral; 

whO| 
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who, in order to fevc his counoy, and retand ■ ^^ ^ 
die progrefs of the Spanifh arms, had rtfolved w-^-^ 
to bury himfelf in the ruins of the place, rather '*^'* 
than agree to a furrenden He infpired the 
garrifon with the fame generous rciblution; 
and thovgh the fortifications were weak and 
ruinous, he withftood all the vigorous and fkiU 
ful efforts of the duke of Savoy, till the feven^ 
teenth day after the renewal of the iiege, when, the 
town was aflaulted in eleven different places at 
one time, and both the admiral and his brother, 
after a brave and obftinate defence, were taken 
prifbners on the breach^ During the affault, 
Philip ihewed himfelf to his troops incomplete 
armour; sqid this wa3 the only time in his life 
in which he was ever feen in a military drefs. He * 
allowed his army to plunder the town, as a re- 
ward of their labours $ but gave ftrift ordert 
to prefcr^e the churches and the relics of the 
tutelary faints 

In the mean time Henry's minifters, who 
had been overwhelmed with confternation, em- 
ployed to the bell advantage the leifure which 
the admiral's heroic bravery afforded them. 
They levied forces in evgy quarter of the king- 
dom, gathered together the remains of the van- 
quilhed army, fent for the troops which ferved 
in Piedmont under the marefchal de Briffac, and 
recalled the Duke of Guife. In a few weeks 
' the 
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the whole eaftern frontier was in a pofture of 
defence, and an army colleded in Picardy 
under the duke of Nevers, j\ble to make head 
againft the enemy. * Philip tKhn perceived tKat 
he had fufFered the only opportunity to efcape 
which he would probably ever have, of pene- 
trating into France, and feizing the capital un- 
prepared. He was now under a neceflity of 
^ being fatisfied with employing his troops in 
cnterprifes of lefs fplendor and importance; 
and the only fruit of his viftory at St. Quintin 
was, the taking of the inconfiderable towns of 
Catelet, Ham, and Noyon ; after which, he 
difmiffed a great part of his army, fent home 
his Englifh forces, and retired himfelf to Bruf- 
fels\ • 

Peafc con- The recalling of the duke of Guife frorn 
t.^een Phi- Italy rendered it neceflary for the popCi though 
iip^nd the exceedingly reluctant, to apply for peace ; to 
, . which Philip readily confented upon much fnpre 
moderate terms than could have been expedtcd, 
confidering that Paul was now entirely at his' 
mercy, and that no enemy remained in Italy 
able to withftand his power. The fame mo- 
tives, whether religious or political, that made 
him fo averfe to entering into this war with. 

' Thuanns fays, that the Englifh and Spaniards qaar- 
relled after the battle, and that this was the reafon why 
Philip fo hadily broke up his camp. Lib. xix. p. 66o. 

the 
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the pontiff, determined him to have it brought 
as fbon as pofllble to a conclufion. Almoft the 
only condition which he required was, that Paul 
Ihould obferve a ftrift neutrality between France 
and Spain. All the ecclefiaftical towns which 
had been taken were reftored ; and orders fent 
to the duke of Alva to go to Rome, and fup- 
plicate the pope's forgivenefs, both in his own 
name, and that of his mafter, for their crime 
of invading the facred poiTefiions of the church. 
In thefe conditions, and in the manner in which 
they were fulfilled, Paul appeared as if his arms 
had been vidorious ; and Philip, as if he had 
been humbled and overcome. Such was the 
reverence which the latter either felt in reality 
for the Holy See, or thought it ncceffary to 
affeft, in order to promote his ambitious de- 
figns ^. 

In this manner did Philip put a period to The dt.ke 
the war with the fovereign pontiff^ but that turn»"rc«m' 
with Henry ftill continued. This prince, con- ^^^^' 
fcious of his incapacity, and fenfible that an 
exertion of the higheft abilities was ncceffary in 
the prefent critical fituation of his affairs, tranf- 
ferred almoft his whole authority to the duke 
of Guife, and created him viceroy of France, 
ynder the name of Lieutenant General of the 

^ Thuanns, Summonte^ Ct lo. 

kingdom, 
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Icingdom. The French nation knew how much 
the ambition of this nobleman had contributed 
*^^^* to involve them, in their prefent calamities i nor 
were they ignorant how unfuccefsful his at- 
tempts in Italy had been againft the fagacity 
and Ikill of Alva j yet fo Iplendid were his ac- 
complifliments, and to fo great a height in the 
general efteem had his fpirited defence of Mctz 
againft the emperor exalted him, that his arri* 
val diflflifed univerfal joy, and roufed the nation 
from that defpondency into which it had been 
»55«» caft by the late difafter at St. Quintin. He 
.Siege of ca- quickly fhewed that his countrymen were not 
miftaken in the opinion which they entertained 
of his abilities. The ordinary feafon for aftion 
was over, and the enemy had gone int</ winter- 
quarters, when he took the field, at the head 
of an army which he had coUefted with the 
utmoft fecrecy and dilpatch. The eyes of all 
Europ'? were direfted towards, him^ and Philip 
attended to his motions with much anxiety; 
never doubting that he intended to fall either 
upon St. Quintin, or fome of the frontier towns 
of the Netherlands, It foon appeared that he 
meditated an attack, by which the interefts of 
Philip's allies would be more affeded than his 
own, but in the fuccefs of which France was 
more deeply interefted than even in the reco- 
very of St. Quintin. JFor more than two hun- 
dred years the town of Calais Jiad remjuned 

in 
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in the hands ,of the Englifh j and as it fenred • ^^^ ^ 
for a key by which they could at all times open i^*^'— ^ 
an entrance for their armies into France, it had "" 
been ever deemed one of their moft valuable 
poficffions. The French monarchs were fully 
iehfible of the dilhonour, as well as of the dan- 
ger, which attended the fufFering a rival na- 
tion to poffefs a place of fo much importance 
in their dominions. But in thofe days, when 
the art of attacking towns was little known, 
Calais was regarded as impregnable. Nor had 
any of the French kings, even in the height of 
prolperity, ever thought of laying fiege to it. 
They were ignorant of the means of taking it 
by ftorm, and they could not reduce it by 
blockade ; while the Englilh could eafily fur- 
nifli it by fca with frefh troops, (lores, and 
provilions. But a plan of attack^ which had 
ncv^ occurred to any perfon, was difcovered 
by the fruitful genius of the admiral dc Co- 
ligni, and by him had been fuggefted to the 
dxike of Guife. 

In order to carry this plan into execution, 
and thereby to redeem the nation from what 
had ever been conlidered as reproachful and 
ignominious, Guife put his troops in motion 
long before the ufual feafon for aftion had ar-^ 
rived. He judged wifely in making choice ot 
the rigour of winter for beginning his enter- 

prife; 
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B K prife . for befides that the enemy had no army 
w ^v*--! in the field at this time to difturb his operations, 
"^'* he knew that the Queen of England and her 
miriiftcrs had, from a principle of ill-judged 
ceconomy, been accuftomed to difmifs a great 
part of the garrifqn in the end of autyn^ni and 
to truft, for the fecurity of the place, to the 
marlhy ground on ^he land-fide, by which, they 
believed, that, in ysrinter, all accefs to it would 
be rcnderpd imprafticable, 

But the briflcnefs of the Puke of Guife's ap- 
proaches foon convinced the governor, - lord 
-Wentworth, how little reafon there was for 
ibis imprudent confidence, Wentworth rc:- 
prefen^ed to the Englifh miriiftry, the necefllty 
of fending him an imrnediate reinforcements 
He acquainted them, that he had not above 
one-fourth of the number requifite to defend 
the works ^ and that, with the prefent garj-jfon, 
it was impoflible to prevent the place from 
felling quickly into the hands of the ^nemy* 
Had Mary's minifters been ever fo defifous of 
complying with his requcft, it would not have 
ayJ^iled him. Guife was fenfibje that the fucr 
cefs of his enterprife depended on his conduct- 
ing it with expedition. He pufhed forward 
all the operations of the fiege with extraordi- 
nary vigour, and although it is acknowledged 
^^ the governor and garrifon acquitted thenrir 

fflye? 
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felves with honour^ yet he reduced them to the ■ ^^^^ ^ 
neceflSty of capitulating on the eighth day aftct ^ v ** 
his arrival '. He then laid fiege to Guifnes jtiiM)t:h» 
and Ham, which he fubdued with great faci- 
lity J and thus, in lefs than four weeks^ he ex- 
pelled the Engliih from all thole pc^eflTions on 
the continent which they had enjoyed fmce the 
time of Edward the Third, and in the acquili- 
tion of which that viftorious prince had, after 
the battle of Crecy, employed a numerous army 
for near a twelvemonths 

Thje jremaining part of winter was Ipent In The reduce 
preparing for the next campaign : and, on the ga"me. 
part of the f'rench, preparations were carried 
on with the utmoft diligence, not only in 
France but in Germany^ where forces were le- 
vied to the amount of four thoufand horfe and 
fourteen thoufand foot* Thefe troops the duke 
of Guife received in Lorraine; and then he 
marched with his whole forces united, and in- 
veiled Thionville, a city of great importance 
in the province of Luxemburg. The garrifon, 
which confifted of eighteen hundred men, made 
a vigorous defence i but as ,the vigilance of 
Guife rendered all attempts to introduce fup- 
plies impracticable, they were foon obliged to 
capitulate^ 

* Tboaoas, 1. 20« Van Kimercn, p. i8. Cartc'i hift. 
Of England. 

Vj^l. I. sQ While 
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While the duke of Guife was thus employed 
in Luxemburg, the marefchal de Thermes, an 
-ThJ little old experienced commander, who had been ap- 
lues."^*' pointed governor of Calais, having coUefted 
an army of ten thoufand foot and fifteen hun- 
dred horfe, invaded Flanders, took and de- 
ftroyed Dunkirk, together with fome other 
places of fmaller note, and penetrated as far as 
Newport, laying wafte the country with fire 
and fword. Philip fent count Egmont, with 
an army fuperior in number, to oppofe him. 
On the count's approach, De Thcrmes retired 
haftily towards Gravelines, intending to conti- 
* nuc his march to Calais, along the fhore, with- 
out riflcing a battle. But the impetuofity and 
ardor of count Egmont, who advanced towards 
him with great rapidity, put it out of his power 
to execute this defign. His men too were 
loaded with the fpoil of the ravaged country, 
which, whilft it retarded their mafch, contri- 
buted not a little to accelerate the progrefs of 
the enemy. He had time however to repafs 
the river Aa; but finding it impoffible any 
longer to avoid an engagement, he drew up 
his army advantageoufly on a plain, where the 
enemy could not attack him but in front, nor 
avail themfelves of the fuperiority of their 
number. He placed his carriages with the 
baggage and plunder on the fouth, and had the 
fea upon the north, and the mouth of the Aa 

behind 
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behind him- In this pofturc he waited for the * ®„^ ^ 
enemy 5 and being fully prepared for their re- ^ v » 
ception, he made confiderable havoc among *^^ * 
them with his artillery as they advanced. This 
ferved only to quicken the approach of the 
Flemings, and to bring on the fooner a clofc 
fight, in which almoft every part of both ar- 
mies was engaged, troop with troop, and man 
with man. The French were rendered deipe- 
ratc by their fituation in an enemy's country, 
where they could not efcape without conquer- 
ing j and the Flemings were animated, partly 
by revenge for the outrages that had been com- 
mitted by the enemy, and partly by the dcfire 
of recovering the fpoil which they had carried 
off. The battle was obftinate and bloody, and 
the iflue remained for fon^ time doubtful. It 
would probably have been fooner decided, if 
the Germans in count Egmont's army had 
Ihewn an equal regard with the Flemings to 
the exhortations and example of their general, 
who not only afted the part of a prudent com- 
mander, but often mingled with the forcmoft 
combatants, and gave confpicuous proofs of 
the moft heroic valour. The French however 
ftiH maintained their ground, and feemed re- 
folved either on death or viftoryj when, 
fortunately for count Egmont, /ome Englifli 
Ihips of war, which happened to be cruifing 
upon the coaft, perceiving the fmoke, and 
G 2 con- 
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BOOK conjedturing the occafion of it, cntcFed the 
u-v^ river, and began to difcharge their guns upon 
'^^'* the French army. Although they did not ap- 
proach near enough to do much execution, yet 
fo unexpefted an event, in the time of batde, 
could not fail to produce an alarni even in the 
moft refolute, and it threw the cavalry into 
confufion. Count Egmont improved, with 

' great dexterity, the advantage which was* thus 
prefented to him j and puftiing forward with all 
his force, he broke their ranks and difperfed 
them. The infantfy intinfiidated, turned their 
backs and fled. Near two thoufand veteran 

. troops were flain on the |ield of battle. Many 
were drowned in the river; and fome were 
killed by the peafants, in revenge for the de- 
vaftation of their country. A fmall number 
only made their efcape. The marefchal De 
Thermes, who was grievoufly wounded, and 
feveral other perfons of diftinftion, befides three 
thoufand common foldiers, were taken prifon- 

■ ers. All the artillery and baggage fell into the 
hands of the vidtors ; whofe lofs did not exceed 
four hundred men *. 

Philip was now at liberty to employ all his 
forces united, againfl: the duke of Guife^ Hav- 
ing almoft cxhaufted his finances by the ex- 

» Thoanos^, lib. xx. Van Metercn, p. i6. Harscus, 
torn. ii. p. 698* 
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traordinary effort which he made in the firft 
campaign, and having found it impofliblc to 
draw any confiderable fupplics from England, 
it was late in the fcafon before he could affemblc 
an army of fufficient llrength. But after the 
Marefchal de Thermes was defeated, and count 
Egmont's viftorious troopis were conxbined 
with thofe under the duke of Savoy, the armies 
of the two monarchs were nearly a match for 
one another, and con/ifted, each of them, of 
more than forty thoufand men. 

They came in fight of each other, upon the Aoii«#yof 
borders of Picardy, where die duke tjf Savoy HemJ.* 
pitched his camp near Dourlens, and the duke 
of Guife, in the neighbourhood of Pierrepont. 
Both kings difcovered thjit anxiety which it 
was natural for them to feel in their prefent 
critical fituation, and though they placed en- 
tire confidence in their generals, they could not 
be at eafe while they remained at a diftance 
from the fcene of action, and therefore they re- 
paired, each of them, to his relpeftive camp. 
Many Ikirmifties happened with various fuc- 
cefs. But it foon appeared that neither of the 
two monarchs wa$ inclined to rifle a general 
engagement. The principal ftrength of both 
armies confifted in their German forces, and it . 
was apprehended that, if either* of the two 
annies were defeated, the vidors as we}l a3 the 
G 3 van- 
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B o o K vanquifhed would be expofe4 to the injuries 

ii^ — X-^ and infults of the foreign troops % 

1558. 

,Th«ywifli Besides this confijderation, by which both 
^ "' parties were alike affefted, there were other 
motives peculiar to each. Henry had, frona 
his late^misfortunes, learned a degre*e of cau- 
tion, which nature had not bellowed on him. 
He dreaded the event of another battle, in 
which he muft encounter the fame generals by 
whom his troops had been already twice conr 
queredi and confidered that, after his defeat 
at St. Quintin, it had been owing to the re- 
miflhefs or mifconduft of the enemy, more than 
to his own ftrength, that his capital had not 
been taken, and his kingdom over-run. Philip, 
qn the other hand, wasj^ in all military affairs,' 
Cautious to <excefs ; and chofe rather to accomr 
plifh his defigns by political ftegociation, in 
which he judged for himfelf, than by the ope^ 
fations of war, in which he depended on the 
abilities of others. Far Trom being elated 
ivith the fuccefs which had hitherto accomr 
panied his arms, he was now as defirous of 
peace, as he had been before averfe to entering 
into the war. This is not to be afcribed either 
fo his moderation, or his fr<sedom fronn the 
ambition of extending his power and territories. 

> Meteren. L. OQicciardini, lib. iij. 

Nq 
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No prince ever gave more convincing proofs 
of his being adbuated by that ambition; but 
having, as was juft now hinted, found, that *^* 
his moft vigorous exertions had been neceflary 
to affcmble the forces wliich he had brought 
into the field ; he dreaded, th^t, in cafe his pre- 
fcnt army were defeated, the difficulty of raif- 
ing another would be infurmountable *. His 
arms, indeed, had hitherto been crowned with 
viftojy ; but none of his generals had entered 
the lifts on equal tg-ms with the duke of Guife; 
and he was juftly apprehenfive with regard to 
the i/Tue of a battle in which he muft contend 
with a general fo highly celebrated for his mi- 
litary genius, and whofe entcrprifes had been 
fo often accompanied with fuccefs. 

These confiderations derived additional force 
from Philip's extreme impatience to return to 
Spain ; for which, in preference to his other 
dominions, he difcovered, through his whole 
reign, a warm and partial affedion. And his 
defire of going thither was increafcd by ac- 
counts which he received at this time, that the 
opinions of the Proteftants had made their way 
into that kingdom. He dreaded the propaga- 
tion of thefe opinions, and rcfolved, as foon as 

^ Carte fays, . be received no lefs than three millioni of 
gold dariag thlt war, from Peru, p. 343. 

G 4 poffiblc 
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* °ii^ '^ poffible, to eifibrace this oppprtunity in his na- 
. u— v--^ live Goqntry;> q{ tcftifying hi^ zeal for jhe Ca-r 
*"** thplic faith, by fhewing, that he would treat 
thofe who oppofed it, withoyt mercy, in what- 
ever part of hi^ dopiinions they fhoyld be found. 

Negocii- Such were the motives which made the cpn- 

peace/ tending monarchs fo defirpu§ to put a period to 
the war. A negociation had been begun for 
this purpofe in the month of Auguft, by the 
<;onftable Montmorenci^ and William the firft 
prince of Orange, Montmorenci, who beheld 
with much anxiety the cx^Wtipn of the family 
of Guife^ had borne his captivity with great 
impatience j and ;n ordpr to gbtaip his liberty, 
had exerted himfclf ftrenuoufly in removing ir\ 
every obftacle to the cftablifhment of peace. 
He was permitted to go to Earis on his parole, 
to treat in perfpn with ,the king, A marriage 
was concluded about that time between his fon 
and a grandrdaughter of the dutchcf§ of Valen-? 
tinois. -And by this event, joined to the king's 
habitual attachment tQ him, I^e recovered all 
his wonted influence ; and eafily pcrfuadcd 
Henry to confent to fuch terms of accommo- 
dation a? it was not likely that Philip woulcj 
rejeft. 

Plenipotentiaries were foon aftenwcards 

pappd by both princes, and a congrefs^ foe 
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i^ifculTing their refpeftivc clsums, appoinc-o 
cd to be held at the Abbey of Cercamps^ 
Dot far from the place where the annies were '^^'* 
encamped. The duke of Alva, the prince 
of Orapge, Ruy Qomez dc Sylva, Granvelle 
bifhop of Arras, and Vigilius, prefident of the 
council of ftate at Bmflclj, were nominated by 
Philip J and by Hpnry, the Conftable himfelf 
Tvas n^med^ the Cardinal of Lorrain, the mare* 
fchal of St. Andre, Morvilliers bifhop of Orange, 
and Aijbefpine the Iccretary of ftate. The 
dutchefs of Lorrain, whom it highly imported, 
on account of the vicinity of her dominions, 
that the two kings fhouid put an end to the 
war, afted with great affiduity the part of me-i 
diator between them. 

The conferences, which were opened in Oc- 
tober, were foon afterwards interrupted by the 
death of ^Iary gueen of England, whp ended 
her fliort inglorious reign on the Seventeenth of 
November following. But Elizabeth renewed 
the powers of the Englifh commillioners, and 
the congrefs was refumed in the beginning of 
the year one thouland five hundred and fifty- ifS9i 
pine, at Chateau Cambrefis **♦ 

In removing fo many grounds qf difference 
f^ fubfifted between Philip and Henry, thq 

' Forb€»*8 F^^ View, p. 1. 

plcnin 
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BOOK plenipotentiaries encountered many difficulties j 
but the zeal and aftivity of the Conftable, add- 
'5^^* ' cd to the unlimited influence which he had ac- 
quired over his mafter^ furmounted every ob- 
ftacle, and foon brought the treaty, fo far as 
Philip, Henry, and the duke of Savoy were 
concerned, to the defired conclufion. Nothing 
retarded the figning of it, but the determined 
obftinacy of the French commiflioners in re- 
feifing to reftore Calais to the queen of Eng- 
land ; who, on the other hand, declared, that 
flie would not lay down her arms unlefs that 
conqueft were reftored. Philip thought him- 
felf bound in honour to fupport the claim of 
Elizabeth ; fince it was entirely on his account 
that the Englifh nation had engaged in the war, 
and incurred the lofs of the place in queftion. 
In a political view, likewife, he was defirous 
that Calais (hould be reftored. He confidered, 
that, in fome future period, he might derive 
advantage, as his father had fometimes done, 
from that facility which the poffeffion of Calais 
gave the Englifh of invading France. 

But the zeal which Philip difcovered on this 
occafion in behalf of Elizabeth, arofe princi- 
pally from a very different motive. By Mary's 
death, his connexion with England had lately 
been difTolved, and he had formed the fcheme 
of renewing it, by marrying EU^^beth. The 

duke 
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duke of Feria, his ambaflador at London^ was > o o k 
ordered to propofe the marriagey and at the ^ J ■■/ 
fame time to acquaint the queen that his maf- ^^ 
ter would procure a difpenfation for it from 
the pope. 

Elizabeth had many motives to deter her 
from liftening to this propofal. Philip's impe* 
rious temper would alone have been a fufficient 
reafon for rejefting it. Befides this, flie knew 
well what apprehenfibns her lifter's marriage 
had occalioned among the Englifh, with regard 
to their liberty and independence; and that 
her own popularity was greatly owing to the 
univerfal joy which their deliverance from thefe 
apprehenfions had excited. She confidered 
that her marriage with Philip would be liable 
to the fame objeftion as that of her father with 
Catharine of Arragon i and that her accepting 
of the pope's difpenfation would be in effeft to 
acknowledge that her mother's marriage wa$ 
unlawful, and Iheherfelf illegitimate. By do- 
ing this flic might fecure to herfelf the pro- 
tection of Spain, and thereby hold a precarious 
and dependent authority during Philip's life; 
but flie would forfeit for ever the favour of her 
proteftant fubjcfts, who alone were fincerely 
attached to her perfon and government j while 
(he would throw herfelf on the mercy of the 
patholics. I who, cqnfidering her as sui ufurper, 

would. 
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9 o K would, on the firft favourable opportunity of 
V— rv-^ — * aflerting the title of the queen of Scotland, 
'*^ think it their duty to deprive her of her 
crown. 

While, for thefe reafons, Elizabeth was un- 
alterably determined not to accept of Philip 
for a hufband, fhe thought it prudent for fome 
time to conceal her intention j and Jhe returned 
fuch ai) ambiguous, but obliging anfwer to his 
ambaflacjor, that Philip flattered himfelf with 
the hopes of fuccefs, and aftually took fome 
fteps to procure a difpenfation. As long as 
fhere remained any foundation for thefe hopes, 
he appeared extremely zealous for the reftitu- 
tion of Calais. But when Elizabeth, finding her- 
felf ftrmlyeftablifhed on the throne, ventured to 
introduce certain alterations in religion, which 
difbovered her refolution to abolilh popery in 
her dominions, Philip confidered this part of 
her conduft as a fufHcient indication of her in- 
tentions, with regard to him. That zeal with 
which he had at firft efpoufed her intereft, be- 
gan to abate ; and the Englifh plenipotentiaries 
dreaded . that, without regard to the claim of 
their miftrefs, he would not delay much longer 
to put the finifhing hand to his treaty with the 
king of France ^. 

Eliza- 

. ^ If it is likewife trae, that he made an offer to Eliza- 
beth, of continttlng the' war till (he fhould recover what (be 

ha4 
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Elizabeth at length perceived that it was ■ ^^ ^ 
in vain to hope for recoveririg Calais by treaty j ^- v " ^ 
and, as the fituation of her affairs at home ren- '*^* 
dered it highly inexpedient to employ force, 
/he wifely fefolved to give it up on the follow- 
ing conditions: that Henfy Qxould reftore it 
before the end of eight years^ or pay 560,000 
crowns; that foreign merchants^ not fubjeftsof 
France, Ihould give fecurity for the money; 
that hoftages fliould be delivered, till that fe- 
curity were procured; and that, whether the 
money were paid or nor, Elizabeth's claim 
(hould remain valid, unlefs, within the time 
fpecified, fhe fhould commit hoftilitics againft 
the fubjefts of the French king. 

Towards his other allies, Philip's conduft P«;^«on- 
was perfcftly conformable to the diftates of 
the ftricfteft honour. He procured the rcf- 
titution of Montferrat to the duke of Man- 
tua; of Bouillon to the bilhop of Liege; 
of the ifle of Corfica to the Gcnoefc j and qf 
all the towns which the French had fcized in 

bad ]oft, opoa condition that ihe too would engage to carrf 
it on for a certain term of years; it would then feem, that 
he gave little reafon for accufing him, as fome authors have 
done, of having aded ungeneroufly towards his Englifh al* 
lies. But as xhls circomftance is o9)itted by the principal 
hiftorians, and contradiAs what is faid of hia coldnefs with 
regard to the intereft of Elizabeth, I have not ventured to 
;idvaDce it aa an oiidoubted fa6t« Burnet, part it. p 383. 

Savoy, 
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• *^ii? ^ SevOy, Piedmont, andBreffe> to the duke of 
4U^y — ^ Savoy. This peace was advantageous to him- 
*^*^' • felf as well as to the princes in alliance with 
him- He recovered Thionville, Marienburgh, 
Monlmedi, and all the other places which had 
been taken by the French generals during the 
warj and acquired the fovereignty of the county 
of Gharolois '. 

. In return for the many conceffions made by 
Henry, that monarch received no other corn- 
penfation but St. Quintin, and the two unim- 
portant towns of Ham arid Catelet. While his 
people, thereforcj rejoiced at the conclufion 
of the war, which had fometinies excited in 
their minds the moft dreadful apprehenfions, 
they Gompdaincd bitterly of the inequality of 
the terms of peace, and were highly exalperated 
againft the conftable 5 who, in order to accom * 
plifti his pj'ivate views, had abufed the too ealy 

; temper of his maftefi and made a facrifice of 
the interefts and tlie honour of France. Mont- 
morcnci durft not ^havb couhfclled Henry to 
confent to fuch difadvantageous terms, had he 
not devifed the expedient of giving Elizabeth, 
Henry's eldeft daughter, in marriage to Philip, 

. and Margaret, his filter, to the duke of Savoy. 
Thefe marriages fenred, in fome meafurc^ as aia 

^ Meteren, p. a4« Goicciardini, lib* iii. 
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exciife for the ample concefliions mude to diefe 
two princes s fince honourable fettlements were 
thereby obtained for the daughter and fitter of 

the king. 

Amidst that attention which Philip and Hen- 
ry beftowed in this treaty, on their political and 
civil interefts, religion was not forgotten. Tlicy 
bound themfdves mutually to maintain the 
Catholic faith in their dominions ; and to pro- 
cure * the convocation of a general council, for 
fupprefling herefy, and reftoring tranquillity to 
the church. 

It is not to be doubted that Henry would Detth df 
have fulfilled this article of the treaty with the ^*^* 
fame exa<£l:nefs which he obferved in executing 
the other articles; but a fudden period was 
put to his life, in a few months after the peace 
was figned, by-an accident which happened in 
the time of the rejoicings celebrated on account 
of his lifter's marriage. Having entered the 
lifts at a tournament with the count of Mont- 
gomery, captain of his guards, the count's lance 
l^roke on Henry's Corflet, and a fplinter of it 
having pierced his right eye, inflifted a wound, 
of which he died in a few days, at the age of 
forty: 

i Padre Paolo HiA. lib« t. 

9 This 
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BOOK This melancholy event made no alteration 
s - V .-^ with refpeft to the treaty of peace* The duke 
'^^^* of Alva had fomc time before elpoufcd Eliza- 
beth, in his mafl:er*s name; and Mal-gareE's 
marriage with Emanuel was celebrated pri- 
vately in a chapel of the palace. 

State of The courtiers and the people of France were 

affefted varioufly by Henry's death. The 
Conftable loft thereby all the fruits of his late 
intrigues, and was foon afterwards obliged to 
retire from court, and to refign that power 
ivhich he had Ihewn himfelf fo folicitous to at- 
tain, into the hands of his enemies. 

FrvciiU. The young king, Francis the Second, a 
prince equally weak in body and in mind, was 
entirely governed by his wife, the celebrated 
Mary queen of Scots 5 who was blindly devoted 
to her uncles, the cardinal of Lorrain and the 
duke of Guife. Thefe two men engrofled al- 
moft the whole adminiftration of the kingdom; 
admitting only the queen-mother to a (hare of 
it, from their knowledge of her ambitious, in- 
triguing fpirit, and the dread which they en- 
tertained of her influence, as a mother, over 
the feeble mind of Francis. They fhewed no 
moderation in the exercife of the power whith 
they had ufurped ; but feized on every advan- 
tage for thcmfelves, and laid hold of every op- 

portunity 
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pof tunity to humWi: mcJ inQitify their adver- 
faries* The p,titiccs of chc bloodi with lxwi$ 
prince of Cotfide at their head, bore with ex^ '^^ 
trcmc impatience the . iii%mficanQe to whlth 
they were reduced j and rtiblved ta embrace 
the firft occafioa that ifaonld ofiierf to vindicate 
their right to that ihare in the fnanagement of 
affairs, to which they thought cherofelyes in- 
titled by their birdii and the wcient jwraftice 
of the realm ^V 

"While the gjrejtf men in F'rance ^ere thv$ 
animated againil e^ch other by confideratioas 
of a political nature, the people were violently 
agitated, and their minds inflamed by religious 
codtroverfies. Under the reign of Henry, the 
Calvinifb had fuffered the iix>ft crtiei perfccu- 
turn J yet they had multiplied eitcecdingly 
during that period in every quarter of die kingi- 
dmn* The d^e'<>f-Guife and the cardinal oif" 
Lorraine kept alive the flames of perfecutioai 
agaifift thena, and on ail joocafions appeased in* 
tent ©n their deftruftion. This aione wouid 
have determined the prince of Condi amd im 
adherents to efpouie the. proteftant caufc ; for 
even although we fliould not believe that the 
4;hiefe in either party were finccre ih their reli- 

^ TkKtilaL, Cidkkita ab ijvtiQ> ie AiAtlxua ftox Memoi^es 
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gious pfofcflion, yet it cannot be fuppofed they 
would have failed to embrace fo ipecious a pre- 
text as the differences in religion afforded them 
to palliate their conduft. The prince of Conde 
would inftantly have had recourfe to army, if 
the admiral^ more prudent and fagacious, had 
not prevailed on him to fufpend his refolution 
till a more favourable junfture j but it was im- 
poflible that paflions fo violent as thofe by 
which both parties were impelled, could be 
kept long under reftraint ; and to every perfon 
capable of reflefting on What he faw pafiing 
before him, it was apparent that the nation was 
upon the eve of a civil war; 

France has in no period produced a more 
remarkable affemblage of great men than in 
the prefent and the fucceeding reigns ; and 
had there been a prince upon the throne pof- 
fefled of abilities fufficient to controul, thqr in- 
ordinate ambition, the French nation might 
have much fooner reached that degree of great- 
nefs and profperity, which it attained towards 
the conclufion of the following century : but 
this mighty kingdom, poffeffed of every advan- 
tage which nature bellows, became a fcene of 
devaftation and mifery for almoft forty years, 
through the mifapplication of thofe very ta- 
lents, whichi if they had been properly employed, 
would have rendered itprofperous and happy. 

NOTHI&G 
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Nothing could be more defirable to Philip ■ ^^^ ^ 
than this confufion^ and the debilitjrconlequeat ^ v '> 
upon it, in that nation, from which alone he **^** 
had reafon to expe£t oppofition to his dcfigns* 
It left him at liberty to purfuc whatever mea^ 
fures he ihpuld dunk proper for the confirma* 
tion and increafe of his power in Spain, Italy^ 
and the Netherlands ; and it gave no fmall rea- 
fon to the other European powers to apprehend^ 
that France itfelf would fall undef the Spaniih 
yoke* 

^ In italy, tKe iiate of affairs was no lefs fa* f «fw •^ 
vourable to Philip's views, than in France. He 
was now the Ible and undilputed fovereign of 
the dutchy of Milan, and the kingdom of* 
Naples and Sicily. His inveterate enemy, Paul 
the Fourth, was lately deadi and Pius the 
Fourth, who was no lefs devoted to his intereft 
than Paul had been adverfe^ was raifed to th« 
papal thtone. The republic of Genoa, the 
dukes of Savoy, Mantua, Tufcany, and Parma* 
were his allies^ whom he had bound to his in- 
tereft by the ftrongeft ties ; the three firft, by 
procuring for them the reftitution of their do- 
minions from the French King ; the fourth, by 
granting him the inveftiture of Sienna j and the 
lafi^, by ceding to him the city of Placentia and 
its territory. 

Ha Af.tsr 
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AttttL the conchriidn of the peace, hothing 
remained to render K^lip uneify, either in his 
*^*'* own dominions or in the neighbouring king- 
doms, but the progrcft which the reformers 
had made, and were ftill making, in almoft 
every country in Europe. From Germany and 
Switzerland, where the Reformation took its 
rife, it had fpread with the moft aftonifhing ra- 
pidity. It had become the eftabliftied religion, 
not only infeveral of the conflderable provinces 
and free cities in Germany and the Cantons in 
Switzerland, but likewife in the kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, Sweden, and Denmark; 
and in fome of thofe ftates where the ancient 
religion ftill maintained its ground, the pro- 
teftants were grown fo numerous as to be ex- 
tremely formidable to their opponents. 

« 
From the conftant intercourle which fublifts 
between Germany and the Netherlands, it was 
impoflible but the new opinions niuft have been, 
early propagated from the former to the latter; 
and accordingly, in the month of May 1521, 
the emperor Charles had publifhed an edi^, in 
which all the penalties of high treafon were 
denounced againft thofe who Ihould be found 
guilty of holding any of Luther's tenets ; or of 
fepubllihing, or vending apy books written by 
him or his followers* In the execution of this 

cdia, 
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edi£t, which Charles from time to time re- 
newed, all thcfuryof perfecution wasexercifedi 
and it is affirmed by feveral cotemporary hifto- '^^•^ 
rians, that during the reign of Charles fifty 
thoufand of the inhabitants of the Low Coun- 
tries, were put to death on account of their re- 
ligious principles. . Thefe principles, however, 
far from being extirpated, were more ^nd more 
difflilcd in the midft of thole feverities which 
were employed to fupprefs them. 

Philip was nor ignorant of the progrels 
which they had made ; and it gave him the 
greater uncafinefs, becaufe, being exceedingly 
defirous of fetting out for Spain, he would be- 
obliged to commit the bufinefs of extirpating 
herefy from the Netherlands to others,^ whom 
he could not fuppofe poflefled of the fame fe^r- 
vent zeal againft it, of which he himfelf was 
confcious. In order to prevent as much as 
poffible the, inconveniences which might arife 
from his absence, he had gone from his camp 
atDourlens toBrufTels, and had been employed 
during the winter fealbn in fettling the govern^ 
ineni; qf the provinces, 
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BOOK III. 

THE provinces, which, on account of book 
their ^fituation, are called the Nether- ^-^^ 
lands, were long governed, by their refpec- AncfeS' 
tive princes, under the titles of Dukes, Mar- SlSier.** 
quiflfes, or Counts. Thefc princes were for ^*^** 
many years engaged in perpetual wars with the 
neighbouring powers, or with one another; 
and, as they had frequent occafions, during 
diefe wars, to have recourfe to the people for 
fupplies, the cities, the nobles, and ecclefiaf- 
tics, acquired, in return, fevefal rights and 
privileges, by which the provinces partook 
more of the nature of republics, than of regal 
governments. The fupreme authority was 
lodged in the affembly of the States, which had 
H 4 the 
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* n? ^ ^^^ power of meeting as often ^ the members 
^i^*"^*^ thought expedient. And without the confenc 
'^^^' of tljat affen^bly, no war could be undertaken^ 
no taxes coujd be impofcd, na new lawi en- 
afted, no change made in the current coin, 
and no foreigners admitted into any branch of 
the adminiftration. The fovefeignty defcended 
according to the ordinary laws of hereditary 
fiiccdflocis but no prince was allowed tQ entet 
upon the exercife of it, till hfe had folemnly fworn 
to obferVfe ind nftaintairt the fundamental laws*. 

In this fituation thefe provinces remained 
for feveral age^ j till by the failure of the male 
line in fome of the reigning families, by in- 
termarriages, and by conquefts, they fell tinder 
the dominion of thf houfe of Burgundy. After 
phis event they ftill continue4 to enjoy their 
ancient privileges, and to be gov^ri^ed accord- 
mg to their old lawfij with this diJfference onlyi 
thitt whereas all criminal and civil caufes had' 
, been formerly det^rmined> in the laft refortj. 
by th€ councils of tl^e fcvefal provinces, it was 
ej[tabliihed, that parties might appeal from theie 
to the tribunal of Mechlin ; which was inftitut-^ 
ed in order to^ unite the provinces n>are clofely, 
and to give them more the appear^ce of one 
ftate* 

' Gfiotins de Aatiq. Rcpub. B.atav. cap. 5. 

Undeh 
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Un0w the adminiftration of the Burgun- • ^^^ ^ 
dian princcsj and cyen long before their ac- ^ ^v— ^ 
ceilfion tp the fovereignty, tradp and manufac- Pro'r^^ 
turea flouriibed in the Netherlands nK>re than ^^^wT^ 
in any other European ftate. No city in thofe 
fiays> except Venice^ pofleffed fuch extenfive 
eommerce as Antwerp. It was the ftaple, or 
great mart of all th^ northern nations. Bruges 
was little inferior. Arras was famous for tape^ 
Aries, which ftill retain the nanne of that place. 
In the city of Qhent there were naany thoufand 
artificers employed in the woollen nianufa6hire9 
long before the art was known to the Englifh, 
from whom the wool was purchafed by the in- 
duftrious Flemmgs^ 

Foil this prosperity the inhabitants of the Cauiboric. 
Netherlands were, in a great meafure, in- 
debted to the nature and lituation of their 
poimtry; which, as it lies in the centre of 
Europe, commanding the entrance and navi- 
gation of f^eral of the great rivers of Ger- 
many, and is almoft every where interfered by 
thefe rivers, or by canals and branches of the 
fea, is admirably fitted both for foreign and 
4omefl:ic or inland trade. This fmgular adyan- 
ts^e, howevier, CQuld not have enabled the 
Flemings to leave the other European nations 
fofar behind them, if the form of their civil go- 
vernment had not been peculiarly favourable to 

their 
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BOOK their exertions. The grcateft advantages which 
s^^ — » nature affords for improvement in the arts of 
^SS9* jj£jj^ may be rendered ufelefs to the people wha 
poiTefs them, by an injudicious, or tyrannical 
and oppreflive exercife of the civil power. And 
univerfal experience proves, how vain it is to 
cxp?£t that men will apply thcmfelves with vi^ 
gour to commercial purfuijs, where their per-r 
fons are iniecure, or where the fruits of their 
induftry may be feized by the rapacious hand 
of a delpotic prince. But happily for the in- 
habitants of the Low Countries, the fovereigns; 
9f the feveral provinces (unable, perhaps, from 
tb.e fmall extent of their dominions, to execute 
any plan of tyranny againft the people) were, 
at a very eariy period, induced to give their 
confent and fanftion to the above-mentioned 
fyftem of fundamental laws 5 by which, al- 
though their prerogative was abridged, yet 
. their power and refources were greatly aug- 
mented, through that profperity whicA their 
moderate government had enabled their fub- 
jefts to attain. 

The fovereignty of thefe flourifhing provin- 
ces pafled from the family of Burgundy into 
that of Auftria, by the marriage of Mary, 
daughter of Charles the Bold, and fole heirefs 
of his dominions, with Maximilian, fbn of Fre- 
deric the Third, emperor of Germany. This 

marriage 
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marriage was fet on foot and concluded by the 
Flemings themfclves, who, agreeably to their 
free maxims of government, aflumed the di- '^^'' 
region of the conduft of their princefs in this 
matter, which fo nearly concerned their profpe- 
rity and fafety, 

Lewis the Eleventh of France had demanded 
her for his fon the dauphin j whilft he moft 
impolitically gave offence to the States, by 
feizing upon Burgundy and Picardy as fiefs of 
^e kingdom of France. This imprudent ftepf, 
and the death of the bilhop of Liege, * uncle 
of Mary, and a partifan of Lewis, determined 
the Flemings in their choice. They judged 
wifely, that their liberty would be fafer in the 
hands of Maximilian, wholfe hereditary domi- 
jiions were fmall, and lay at a diftance fronfi 
them> than in thofe of a neighbouring prince . 
fo powerful as Lewis, who, in all his conduft, 
had difcovcred fo much injufticc and rapacity. 

Tub Flemings ftiewed the • fame laudable 
jealoufy of their privileges after Maximilian's 
marriage with their princefs, which had influ- 
enced them in their choice of him for hfcr 
hulband. About four years after her marriage, 
. Mary died of a bruife which fhe received by a 
fall from horfeback, when flie was big with 
child* Ma:$imilian, und^r the name of tutor 

to 
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B o o K (o his fon Philip, aflumed the reins of govern- 
u..->^ ment. The Flemings confidered his condud^ 
'?^^' sm an encroachment on their rights, and refufed 
to acknowledge his authority^ till the States 
had ordained that he fliould be admitted as go- 
vernor, only for a limited -time, and upoa con- 
ditions which they required he fhquld take an 
osdi to fulfil* 

He did not obferve thefe conditions lb exa^^ 
ly as they expe&ed. They complained of his 
conferring offices upon Burgundians wd Ger^ 
mans. They were grievouSy offended with 
him for introducing foreign troops into the 
provinces, and apprehended that he had focon- 
ed a defign againft their liberty. After he ^as 
elected king of the Romans, their fufpicions 
arofe to fo great a height> that, upon his eti^ 
tering the city of Bruges with a numerous train 
of attendants^ the inhabitants ran to arms, fur- 
rounded him in the market-place, feized his 
perfon, and confined him in the caftle, where 
they kept him prifoner for feveral nwaths, 
The pope and emperor interpofed in his behalf, 
bis^ could not obtain his liberty till he had 
given fecurity with regard to the feveral particu- 
lars on account of which they had taken offence. 

chtfitt V. Of the fame jealous attention to their liberty 
tlie Flemings gsve proofs during the adroim-. 

ftration 
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ftration of Maximilian's fucceffors. Under * <>p ^ 

ni. 

that of his grandfon Charles V. they had real Ui^^-*^ 
ground of uneafinefs. Charles might have '^^•* 
cafily fubdued them, if he had been inclined 
to ufe his power fo ungeneroufly : and his ar- 
bitrary temper had fufficiently appeared in his 
government of Spain and Germany j in both 
which countries he had trampled on all thofe 
rights of the people, which had been long 
efteemed the moft inviolable. On fevcral oc- 
cafiqns he had introduced foreign troops into 
the Low Countries i and it has been afferted \ 
that he once deliberated whether he fhould 
employ them in eftablifhing in the provinces " 
the fame fort of arbitrary government which 
fubfifted in hh Spanifh and Italian dominions. 

But Charles was born in the Netherlands, HJipopnU. 
and had paffed there the pleafanteft of his "^* 
younger days. He loved the people, and was 
fond of their manners 5 which relembled his 
own, and were not fo referved and ftately as 
thofe of the Spaniards. From tafte and early 
attachment he kept them always about his per- 
fon> and had bellowed on them the moft im- 
portant offices in his dominions. To his pre- 
ceptor, Adrian of Utrecht, who, through his 
intereft, was afterwards advanced to the papacy, 

^ GrotiQSy p. 6. " 
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he committed the government of Spain ; and 
Charles dc Lanoy, whom he appointed viceroy 
*^^^* of Naples, was intrufted with the management 
of his affairs in Italy for feveral years, with uri^ 
limited authority. In all the wars which he 
carried on in Germany, and on th^ frontiers <^ 
France, he placed a particular confidence in 
his Flemifh troops j ufed the people, 'when he 
refided anlong them, with the moft courteous 
familiarity, 2lrtd banifhed from his intercourle 
with them, that form and ceremony which ren- 
ders it fo difficult for princes either to know that 
they are beloved, or to fhew that they deferve it *"• 

The Flemings entertained a grateful fenic 
of the kindnefs with which he treated them. 
If we except the infurredlion of the people of 
Ghent, there happened almoft no difturbance 
in the Netherlands during his reign. The 
States aflifted him liberally in defraying the 
expence of thofe wars in which he was almoft 
continually engaged, and difcovered, at all 
times, a warm attachment to his perfon. 

Ch aKles would gladly have^tranfmitted to 
his fon the affeftion which he bore towards his 
Flemiih fubjeds j and for this purpofe he had, 
as above related, brought him to Flanders in 

/ « Bentivoglio, p. 4. 
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his youth, in order to reconcile him to the man** 
ners and cuftoms of the people. And after- 
wards, when he himfelf had refolved to retire ^^^^ 
from the world, and to leave the government 
of his dominions in the hands of Philip, he ex- 
horted him, with much earneftnefs, to cultivate 
the affeftions of the Flemings, and to govern 
them according to thofe laws to which they had 
been fo long accuftomed, and were fo ftrongly 
attached. 



But Philip could not enter into his father's S.^ ""'''^ 
views. He had never made any confiderable pj»>«' Wm- 
ft?.y in the Netherlands i and could not be fond 
of a people whofe manners were fo different from 
his own. In Spain, where he received his edu- 
cation, he had been taught the moft fuperfti- 
tious reverence for the Holy See, and had im- 
bibed the moft extravagant ideas of the ex- 
tent of regal authority. Charles was not, in 
reality, lefs fond of power; but in him ambi- 
tion was, in fome meafui-e, tempered and cor- 
reibcd by his acquaintance with the worlds 
whereas, in Philip, it was perverted and in- 
flamed by the fentiments of an illiberal, cruel, 
gloomy fuperftition. 

The Flemings had long perceived and la- The Fie. 
mented the difference between the charafter of \^q^' 
their late, and that of their prefent fovereign^ ""' 

'Philip 
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B oo K ' Philip had taken the nfual oath, by which h^ 
% — v~^ bound himfelf to maintain their privileges; and 
'^^^' had made them the ftrongeft profeflions of re- 
gard and affeftion. But they judged of his 
dilpolition towards them from his conduft, ra- 
ther than from his oath or his profeffionsi They 
were not admitted, whilft he lived amongft 
them, to any fhare of his truft and confidence 3 
and, in violation of their fundamental laws, he 
committed the adminiftration of the mod im- 
portant branches of government to the bifhop 
of Arras, a Burgundian ; or to his Spanilh mi-^ 
nifters, Ruy Gomez de Sylva, prince of Ebolij 
and the dukes of Feria and Alva ; whom the 
Flemings Confidered as enemies to their nation, 
and ftrenuous abettors of that defpotic power, 
to which, from the beginning of Philip*s reign, 
they had fufpefted that he afpired* 

Theedidt It was not IcMig before he gave them con- 
^teftanta. vincing proof how well-grounded their fieart 
wene with regard to his intentions, by the mea- 
fures which he, employed for cxtinguifhing the 
fiew opinions in religion. Thefe opinions had 
Jbeen of iaere difiufed through every corner of. 
the Netherlands; having beep imported thither^ 
partly by foreign merchants who cametorefide 
there J und partly by the Swifs and German 
troops, whom both Charles and Philip had 
trinployed in their wars againft France ; but 

chiefly 
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chiefly by the Engliflj, French, .and German ^ 9,^ ^ 
proteidants^ who had fled from the perfecutions ^— - v ^*^ 
which were carried on againft them in their na- '^*** 
tivc countries. 

Chariies had, as mentioned in the pre^ 
ceding book, fliewn the fame inclination to ex- 
tirpate the reformed religion in the Nether- 
lands, which he. had difcovered in Germany ; 
and bad, for this purpofe, publilhed feveral 
edifts ggainft the Proteftants ; many of whom 
had fuffered the moft cruel death **. 

GRt At numbers had begun to leave the pro- 
vinces, ^rtd to tranfport their families and effefts 
to the neighbouring ftates. Charles was moved 
with the reprefentation which he received of this 
event, from the regent his fifter, the queen 
dowager of Hungary. He felt for the cala- 
mities of tlie people, and he dreaded the con- 
fequences of depopulating a country from which * 
he had often received the moft efFeftual aflift- 
ance and fupport. 

But thcfe confidcrations had no degree of 
influence on Philip. He republished the edifts, 

^ It is almoft incredible that the number of thofe wha 
faSered could amount to c;o,oco» yet this is ajErmed by 
feveral biftorians. Meteren calls the number 50>ooo. 
GrotiQs, p. 12. calls it ioo,ooo. F, Paoli Jib. v. calls It 

$0,000. 

Vol. I. I and 
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^^3iL^ and ordered the governors and magiftratcs to 
^»mm y t carry them into rigorous execution. 

>f5f* 

^ In thefe edifts it was ena6bed, that all per-^ 

fons who held any erroneous opinion fhould be 
deprived of their offices> and degraded from 
(heir rank. It was^ brdained> that whoever 
fhould be convifted of having taught hereti- 
cal doftrines, of of having been prefent at the 
religious meetings of heretics, fhould, if they 
were men, be put to death by the fword, and 
if women, be buried alive. Such were the 
piinifliments denounced even againft thofe who 
repented of their errors and forfook them> while 
all who perfifted in them were condemned to 
the flames. And. even thofe who afforded (bel- 
ter to heretics in their houfes, or who omitted 
to give information againft them, were fubgeft- 
ed to the fame penalties as heretics them- 
felvfes. 

TBeimt^!- pHiLip was not fatisficd with publifhing and 
executing thefe cruel edifts. He likewife efta- 
blifhed a particular tribtinal for the extirpation 
of .heifify, :which, although it was not called by 
the name Inquifition, had all the efTentials of"" 
that iniquitous inflitution. Ferfons were qom* 
mitted to prifon upon bare fufpicion, and put 
tp the torture on the flighteft evidenccr The 
acoufed were notxonfronted with their accufers. 
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or made acqujunted with the crnmes for which ■ ^^ ^ 
they fiifFered; The civil judges werfc not al- 
lowed to take any further concern in prqfecu- 
tions for herefy, than to execute the fehtences 
which the inqiiifitors had pronounced. The 
poilefllons of the fufFerers were confifcated; and 
informers were eftcouragedj by an aflurance of 
impunity in cafe they themfelvcs were guilty^ 
and by the promifc of rewards *. 

It is not forprifing, that the eftabliihment 
of this arbitrary tribunal ihould have occafioned 
difquietude in the Netherlands; It had created 
dilhirbancfe even ih Spain and Italy^ where the 
people could not boaft fo much as the Fle- 
mings of their civil rights ; and had bein ftre- 
nuoufly oppoftd by many who were firicerel/ 
attached to the Catholic religion. In the Fle- 
mings it excited the moft frightful apprehen- 
fions. , They confidered it as utterly fubverfive 
of their liberty. They 'dreaded the ruin of 
their commerce; which could not fubfiftunlefs 
the foreign merchants, many of whom were 
proteftants, could refide among them with 
fafcty* The new opinions had been propagated 
throughout aill the provinces, and men knew 
not how far the inquifitors might extend their 
poweri pr how great a number might be found 

* Grotius AnnaleSy lib; i. 
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liable to punifliments that were denounced, 
not only againft heretics themfelves, but agsdnft 
'^^* . all thofe who were fulpedted to befriend them- 

Ncwerec To thcfc caufcs of difcoiltent Philip added 
Aoptici, another, by increafing the number of biihop- 
jics from five to feventeen, the number of the 
.provinces. /This meafure, which would not 
at any other time have given much offence, 
was in the prefent jundhire univerfally difagree- 
-ablc. Granville bifliop of Arras was the chief 
advifer of it ; nor did he and the king's other 
counfellors fcruple to acknowledge, that their 
intention in promoting it, was to have at all 
times a fufficient number of perfons in the Ne- 
ither! ands, upon whofe zeal the, king could rely 
for a vigorous execution of the edids. 

The new bilhops were therefore confidexed 
as fo many new inquifitors. Their creation 
\Yas regarded as an encroachment on the pri- 
.vileges of the provinces, and a violation, on 
the part of the king, of the oath which he had 
t^ken at his acceflion, to preferve the church 
in the condition in which he found it. The 
principiil nobility were particularly averfe to 
this innQvation,' becaufe the number of the 
counfellors of ftate was thereby greatly aug- 
mented, and corifequently the influence of the 
ancient members of the council was impairedj, 

and 
4 
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and the balance of* power thrown into the hands ' ^^ ^ 
of the c|erg7; who, they doubted not, woulii l«-^1-^ 
on all occafions Ihcw themfelves ready to fup- '^^^ 
port the arbitrary meaiures of the fovereign. 
But no fed of men exclaimed fo loudly as the 
Monks and Abbots, whoieoppofition was in- 
flamed by motives both of ambition and.inte- 
reft. For befides that they would be obliged 
to' yield the precedency to the bilhops,. and 
have much lefs weight than hitherto in the af^ 
ftmblies of the States, it was out of their reve- 
nues that the new bjlhoprics were to . be en- 
dowed. .They were therefore highly incenfed. 
They laboured to conneft their private intereft 
with that of the public j and reprefented the 
new ercftion as no lefs pernicious to the coun- 
try in general, than it was to their order in 
particular ', 

. BjEsiDEs the grievances enumerated, the Flc- SpimA 
mings complained bitterly, that in the midft Nethw" 
of peace the provinces were, filled with Spanilh 
foldiers. They had ever efteemed it one of 
their moft valuable privileges, that, according 
to their fundamental laws, no foreign troops 
could be brought into the Netherlands. Charles 
indeed had often introduced them in the courfc 
of his wars with France, and with the protef* 

f Bcptivoglio, lib. U 

I 3 tants 
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' ^,P '^ tants in Germany. But the Flemings had 
* V -> been cUzzled with the glory which generally 
^^^' attended thstt monarch's arms, ^nd had not en- 
tertained the fame jealoufy of his intentions a^ 
of thofe of Philip j who, they could not help 
thinking, had formed a defign to reduce them 
under a defpotic government; and had, with 
this view, deferred fo long the difmiflion 
of his Spanifh troops. Their difcontent was 
greatly increafed by the infolcnt and rapacious 
behaviour of thefe troops j which in Zealand 
was fo intplerable, that the people aftually fe- 
fufed to work at their dykes, faying, that they 
chofe rather to be fwallowed up by the ocean, 
than to remain a prey to the cruelty and avarice 
pf the Spanilh foldiers ^. 

Such was the ftate of affairs, and fuch the 
temper of the people, when Philip, intending 
to fet out for Spain, was deliberating concern- 
ing a proper peifon to whom he might commit 
the government of the Netherlands, 

The dutch- He hefitated for fome time between Chrifti- 

appointed na the dutchefs of Lorrain, h}s cpufin, and 

f p«* Margaret dutchefs of Parma, a natural daugh- 

. ter of the late emperor. Tlie former had di- 

« Thefc foldiers were not removed till the year follow- 
ing, when Philip had occasion for them elfewhere. Rei* 
^ai^tis, p. 5* Meurfii Auriacas, near the beginning. 

^ - ftinguifhed 
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Ainguilhed herfelf by. her prudent condud in the 
government of Lorraii\ after her huA>and'sdeath» 
and had lately acquired confiderable reput^on '^^ 
by her negotiations in the treaty of peace at Cha- 
teau Cambrefis. From the vicinity of Lorrain to 
the Low Countriesj the Flemings were well 'ac- 
quainted with her character ; and^ as they had 
groaned under the burden of the French war^and 
Jiad now begun to tafbe> with gratitude^ the fruits 
of that peace which Chriilina's wifdoqi had 
contributed to procure for them> they were ex- 
ceedingly, defirous that the government of the 
provinces ihould.be left in. her hands. But 
Philip had good reafbn for the preference which 
he gave to the dutchefs of Parma. The dukrs 
of Lorrain were, from their fituation, in fomc 
meafure dependent upcm the crown of France i 
wherea^s the dutchy of Parma was furrounded 
with Philip^s Italian dominions ; and the duke 
and dutchefs were willing to fend their ion, the 
celebrated Alexander Fameie prince of Parms^ 
to the tourt of Spain ; on pretence erf" being 
educated there, but, in truth, as a pledge of 
that implicit obedience which the d»tchef& en- 
gaged to yield to the king's injunctions in her 
government of the provinces ^. . * 

As Philip did not intend, to return foon^t<^ 
the Netherlands, he thought proper,; befprc 
hijs departure, to fummon a cohvcntipn of the 
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* ^u ^ States ; which was accordingly held in Ghcrit. 

^— v^ — ' He was prcrcnt hinnfdf, accompanied by the 

^^* new regent, at the firft opening of that aflem- 

bly I but as he could not fpeak the language 

of the country, he employed the bifhop of 

Arras to addrefs the deputies in his name. 

ThebiAop The bilhop. began his fpeech with inform-^ 
rpefchTothc ing them of the king's refolution of going. to 
*"'*•• Spain, and the reafons which rendered his 
journey thither neceflary. He expatiated bn 
the affedion whi^h Philip bore towards his 
Flemifh-fubjefts;.- to whom his family had 
been fo much indebted for that, afcendant: and 
influence, which had given them pofieSion of 
fuch cxtenfive terrirbries. His affairs in Spain, 
he hoped^ would not detain him l6ngj^but, 
in caie they fhould, he prqmifed to fend his 
fon to refide in the Netherlands. * In the mean 
lime he earneftly exhorted the States to (tudy 
to preferve the public peace -, and to this end 
he thought that nothing could conduce fo 
much, as the extirpation of herefy, which, 
whilft it fet men at variance with God, put 
arms into their hands againft their civil fove- 
reign. They ought therefore zealoufly to 
maintain the purity of their ancient faith, and 
for this jiurpofe, to execute ^\i\i vigour the 
feveral edifts ppbliflied for .the fuppreflio;! of 
herefy. ' In this, and every other meafure, he 
jioped that they would concur chearfuUy with 

the 
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the dutchefs of Parma, whom he had appoint- 
ed regent in his abfencc. He would leave the 
Netherlands, imprefled with the dcepcftfenfe ^^^^ 
of that fidelity and afFe£tioA which his fubjefts 
there had ever ihewn him i and Would, as loon 
a3 poflible, remove the foitign troops, and de- 
liver the people from every other burden which 
the exigency of his affairs had made it nefcefla- 
ry to impofc^ - . ' ' f,» 

■ _ * '♦' 

The anfwer of the States to this Ipeech con- 
tained the warmeft fentiments of affeftion and 
loyalty.- But, before the convention was dif* 
folved, Philip perceived that the deputies were 
far from being fatisficd with every, part of his 
adminiftration. They had expefted that the 
troops would have been immediately tranfport- 
cd to Spain, and could not difcover any rea* 
fon for keeping them longer in the Low^ 
Countries, but fuch as filled their iViihds with 
terror. Their fufpicion that the Inquifition 
was about to be eflablilhed in the Netheriands, 
excited the moft difquieting apprehenfionsl 
There were fomeof the deputies, who fcrupleci 
not openly to remonflrate. That the Low-Coun'i' 
tries had never been accuftomed to an inftitu- 
tion of fo much rigour and feverity : That the 
people trembled at the very name of the Inqui- 

^ Bemivoglio, p. 9^ -** 

fidon. 



ia» HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

B ^jP ^ fition, and would By to the remoteft corners of 
V — ^^i— ^ the ^arth radier than fubmit to it : That it 
^5^5" was not by fire and fword, but by the gentleit 
^nd foft^ft remediesj that the evil complained 
of muft be cured : That as each individual had 
a habit or conftitu&on of body peculiar to hinsh- 
felf, fo every nation had a peculiar tempera«- 
ment or charaftcr : That what might be fuitable 
€0 Spain or Italy, would be extremely unfit 
for the Netherlands ; and that, in general^ the 
nations in the fouthern parts of the world could 
live happily under a degree of reilraint which 
would render the northern nations extfemdy 
iniierable \ 

piiHii^re- Thbse and fuch other rq^refentarions v^rc 
iifytim?' addrefied to the king himfelf by fbme of the 
deputies, who endeavoured to perfuade him to 
annul, or at leaft to moderate the edidh. But 
on this head Philip was inexorable. And when 
ione of his minifters rcprefented, that, by per- 
fifting in the execution of thefe cdids, he might 
kindle the feeds of rebellion, and thereby lofe 
^e fovereignty of the provinces j he replied, 
i^ That he had much rather be no king at all> 
.ihaii have heretics for his fubjefts ' 



, m » 
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• Chcgli volcva pia tofto reftar fenza 'rcgni, che poffc-i 
dergU con hesefia, Bcmivoglip, p»io. 
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His religion, which was of all fuperftitions 
the moft intolerant ; his temper of mind, which 
was naturally haughty and fcvere^ his pride, 
which would have been wounded by yielding 
fo what he had repeatpdly declared he would 
never yield,- his engagements with the pope, 
and an oath which he had taken to devote his 
reign to the defence of the popilh faith and die 
extirpatioa of herefy j above all, his thirft for 
4elpotic power, with which he coofideied the 
liberties claimed in religious matters by the 
proteftants as utterly incompatible; all thefe 
caules united, rendered him deaf to the remon* 
ftrances which were made to him, and fixed 
him unalterably in his refolution to execute the 
edi6b with the utmoft rigour. He fliewed 
himfelf equally inflexible with regard to the 
new bilhopricsi nor would he confent at this 
time to withdraw the Spanifh foldiers. In or- 
der, however, to leflen the odixim arifing froto 
his refufal, he offered the command of thefe 
troops to the prince of Orange and Count Eg- 
mont, the two ableft and moft popular noble- 
men in the Netherlands j the former of whom 
he had appointed governor of Holland, Zea- 
land, and Utrecht ; and the latter, . of Artois 
aftd Flanders. Both of them declined accept- 
ing of the oflfer which was m^uie to them, and 
had the courage to declare, that they conlid^i:- 
cd the continuance of the troppsin t^ J-*ow- 

Countrie$> 
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BOOK Countries, after peace had been cftablifhcd with 
s^^J'^m^ I«rahce, as a violation of the fundamental laws 
'^^ of the conftitution. 

Count Ef- Count Ecmont, defcended from the dukes 

flioau 

of Guelderland, and one of the moft accom- 
plifhed noblemen in the Netherlands, having 
lately gained UDmortal honour by the viftories 
of St. Quintin and Gravelines, had juft ground 
to cxpeft the highcll rewards in the power of 
Philip to beftow. 

WiiiiaB I. The prince of Orange, fo well known in 
Orwse. hiftory by the name of William the Firft, was 
the reprefentative of the ancient and illuftrious 
family of Naffau in Germany. From his ir^- 
ceftors, one of whom had been emperor of 
Germany, he inherited feveral rich pofleifions 
in the Netherlands -, and he had fucceeded to 
the principality of Orange by the will of Rene 
de Naffau and Chalons, his coufm-german, : in 
the year 1544. From that time the late em- 
peror had kept him perpetually about his per- 
fon, and had early difcovcred in him all thofe 
extraordinary talents which rendered him after- 
wards one of the moft illufbriousperfonages of 
the age. Both he and count Egmont had 
aipired to the regency ; and their decliniiig to 
accept of the command of the Spanifh troops 
was, by fomc, afcribed to the chagrin occa- 
' ; fioned 
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. fioned by their difappointmcnt ".. The prince 
of Orange, after dropping his own preten- 
lions, had expreflcd his defire to have the re- *^^'' 
gency beftowcd on the dutchy of Lorrain j and 
this difcovcry of William's inclmation is faid 
to have been a principal motive with Philip, 
and his Spanilh counfellors, for conferring it 
on the dutchefs of Parma. Nor were they fa- 
tisfied with thwarting him in this. He had 
begun and made fome progrefs in a treaty of 
marriage with one of the princefles of Lorrain. 
In this meafure likcwife they oppofed him, 
from an apprehenfion, it was pretended, that 
fo clbfe a connexion with a family of fo great 
influence, and whofe territories lay fo near the 
Netherlands, would give him an acgelCon of 
power that might be dangerous in the hands of 
a perfon whofe loyalty there was.r^afon to fuf- 
pedt. 

It does not however appear, that, before ^^^^^^ ^^ 
the afTembly of the States, Philip had any juft ^^Y^^p^* 
ground for his fufpicions of William's con- from him. 
duft J and there is only one circumftance re- 
corded to which they can be afcribed. The 
prince having been fent to France as an hof- 
tage for the execution of fome articles of the 
peace of Chateau-Cambrefis, had^ during his 
refidence' tbejce, difcovered a fcheme formed by 

n F^rrcyas, torn, ix« Grotius, p. 4—9. 

the 
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^ %? ^ ^^ French and Spanilh monarchs for the ex- 

L,^ ^ ^ tirpatibh of the pfoteftarits, Thi« fcheme he 

'5^^' had communicated to fiich of his friends in the 

Netherlands as had embraced the reformed re- 

. ligion, and from thit time the king ceafed ta 

treat hiitt with his wonted confidence *"• 

But we fiiid a itill itiort faiiafaSkny accouxk 
of Philip's alienation from die prince, in the 
jealoufy of Granvelle and the Spanifk mimfters^ 
From his early youtk William had been con- 
fidered as a principal favourite of the late em- 
pcroTy who had on all occafions diftinguifhed 
him with peculiar marks of his efteem. Charles 
' ufed to communicate to hini his moft fecret 
counfels, ind had been heard to dedarey that 
the prince, thotigh fcarceljr arrived at the years 
of manhood, had often fuggefiied expedients to 
him that were of great advantage' to his affairs. 
William was in the twenty-third year of his 
age when Charles refigned his dominions, yet 
he had already received feveral public proofs 
of the emperor's attachment. Not to mention 
his making choice of him to fupport him in 
that augufl affemblyin which he reiigned his 
dominiohsi oi" his beftowing on hifn^ in pre- 
ference to his other courtiers, the ' honouf oif 
carrying the Imperial crown tohis brother Fer- 
dinand i he had appointed hint commander in 

5 Beativoglio^ p. 6^ Thdanu^i tom. I. lib. sbtii. Ce€k. low 

ehief 
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chief of his army, in the abfence of the duke ■ ^jp * 
of Savoy, when . the prince was only two and u^^ ^ 
twenty years old. Againft this meafure all hia '^^^ 
cQunfellors had remonftrated, and had repre- 
fented to him the fuperior charafter of the 
French generals, the duke de Nevers, and the 
admiral de ColignL But Charles adhered to ^^ 

his choice, and had no reafon afterwards to re* / 

pent of it. William not only faved the troops cj 

while they were under his command from fuf* 
taining any misfortune or calamity, but forti- 
fied Charlemont and Philipville, and thereby f ^ , 
fecured the frontier of the Netherlands, in fpite ^ 
of the moft vigorous efforts which the enemy 
could make to prevent him. This, uncommon : 1 / 
degree of attachment that was fliewn him b^ » 
the father, was the real caule of the coldneft 
with which he was treated by the fon» Gran- 
velle and the Spanifli minifters were envious 
of His riling greatnefs, and took every oppor- 
tunity to infpire Philip with fulpicions of hi* 
defigns, and an averlion to his charafter. Phi- 
lip was confirmed in his fufpicidnst by William's 
refufing to accept of the command of the^ 
troops i and faw that neither he, nor count' 
Egmont, who likewife declined accepting it, 
were perfoits on whom he could depend for^ - j '^ 
executing the plan which he had formed for , 
efteWilhing delpotifm in the provinces* 
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» o o K He left them, however, in pofleffion of the 
^ J ' fcvcral governments to which they had he^n 
'^^^' ' appointed, and ftill allowed them to hold their 
places as formerly in the council of State. Their 
merit, he was fenfible, intitled them to all the 
honours and offices which they enjoyed. He 
knew how extenfive their influ'ence^ was among 
the people ; and he was confcious they had been- 
guilty of nothing that could juftlfy him ^or. re- 
moving them from their employments ; fmce, 
even when their conduft had offended him the 
mofl, they had only exercifed tTiofe rights, 
which, by the fundamental laws of the coun- 
try, belonged to every inhabitant of the Ne- 
therlands. 

But although Philip did not think proper to 
difmifs them, from his fervice, he refolved that 
they fhould not have power to fruftrate. his in- 
tentions. And for this purpofe he left, for. 
principal counfellor to the regent, the bifhop 
of Arras, whofe views were entirely coincident 
with his own, and in whom> . therefore, the, 
dutchefs of Parma was defired to repofe unli- 
rijited confidence. • . , j. 

The biihop Anthony Perenot, bifhop of Arra^^ fo well 
•TArrau l^nown in the hiflory of the Netherlands by^ 
the. name of cardinal Granvelle, was fon to the 
celebrated chancellor of that name, whom the 

late 
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J^e,«papcror |i^ for wsuiy years iatrufted with * ^,j^ * 
the |nan;)g^mci|t of hi3 inpft impbrtaot sdSairf • ^' v r ^ 
Anthpfiy h^vizig been early initiated into bufi- '^^^' 
n^e^i had been employed by the enipeiioi: for 
feveral years in the niceft political negocjation*, 
and in iqme of the higheft departinents of the 
ftate. fie was ^ perfon of extraordinary abiii* 
tic.$, ^sid particularly diftinguifhed for his elo- 
quence^ his aftiyity, his induftryi and ^ddrcft* 
Yet he was extremely odious to the people 
whorn he was left to govern^ who confidered 
him as the principal author of all their griev- 
ances. In the court of Charles, and after- 
Wards in that of Philip, he had acquired ha- 
bits and principles not unfuitable perhaps to the 
minifter of a defpotic prince, but which ren- 
dered him exceedingly unfit for the govern^ 
ment of the Low-Countries, where the power 
of the fovereign was fo much limited by the 
laws* He was naturally choleric and haughty, 
vain, and oftentatious of his credit with the 
king i and, by an imperious and interefted be- 
haviour, had difgufted many of his fricnds> 
and inflamed the refentment of his enemies* 
He was particularly obnoxious to the priricipaT 
nobility ; and, in the courfe of his miniftry, 
had been inftrumental in difappointing many 
of them in their moft favourite views of am- . 
bitiQQ and intereft '. 

f Bentivojglio, ^Strada, & Dom' rEvefque, toni» i. 

Vol. I. K In 
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^ %? ^ ^^ ^^^ hands of a perlbn fo unhrcrfally dif- 
u-^ — ^ liked, it could not reafonably be expeAed that 
the government would proceed fmoothly. 
While Philip himfelf was prcfent, the difcon- 
tcnted nobles were overawed. But no fooncr 
was that reftraint removed which the king's 
prefence impofed upon them, than their ill- 
humour broke out, with a degree of violence 
that drew after it the 'rnoft ferious and impor- 
tant confequences. 
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PHILIP fct fail from the Netherlands 
with a fleet of near feventy Ihips, on the 
20th of Auguft, and arrived at Loredo> in the p^af^J'^,, 
province of Bifcay, on the. 29th. He reached J**3 "* 
the port in fafety, but no fooncr had he landed, 
than a dreadful ftorm arofe^ in which a part of 
his fleet was (hipwrccked; above- a thoufahd 
men perilhed^ and a great number of capital 
paintings^ flratues^ and other curious works of 4 
art, were Joft, which Charles had been employed 
during forty years in collecting, in Germany, 
Italy, and Flanders. 

Philip, animated by a Ipirit fimilar to that 

which prompted him, a&or the viftory of St. 

K 2 Quintin, 
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Quintin, to confecrate a church to St. Laurence, 
thought he could not, on this occafion> expreft 
his gratitude for hi^ pr^rvatioii> in a n^anner 
more acceptable to the Deity, than by declarr 
ing his refolution to dedicate his life to the de- 
fence of the Cathplic faith^ and ch^ extirpation 
of herefy *. 

Je^s^a.^^ As the Spaniards had not for nnany years en- 
niirdt on joyed the prefence of their fovereign, his arri- 
ijo. val difRjfed tiniverfal joy throughout the king- 

dom. His adminiftration before his marriage 
with the queen of England had procured him 
the general efteem, and he was now more re- 
Ipefted than ever, on account of the fignal fuc- 
cefe with which his arms had been attiraded in 
his wars with France, and the modfiersition and 
^equity which he had diiplayed in the peace of 
Chat«au-Cambre|is. - 

phUip'i at- " ^Thp proofs of zS^tjSdon which lie received at 
Spain. this time from his Spanifh fubje&s^ were the 
"ftropger,. bccaufe, although Philip fd^topi fuf- 
ftrtA eidier joy or ibrr^w to appear in hislooks^ 
hia d^oufie, or behaviour, it w^ w^l fenpwii 
liow much he w^s attached to his native coun*»- 
try, more than to any of his other domii\ions s 
and it was generally believed, that he intended t(X 

^6 : \ fix 
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fix in it his perpetual rcfidence. His manners ^ ^^ ^ 
were fuited only to thole of his Spanifh fub- 
jeds ; he cx^uid not^ as has been already men-- 
tionecl> ipeak with facility any other langus^e 
but theirs, and he poiTefTed not that courage 
and cntcfprife by which the late emperor had 
been determined to undertake (6 many voyages 
and journies to the different Aates which were 
fubjeft to hii dbminion. The Low-Countries 
had not, in the eyes of Philip, tbefe charms 
by which Charles had^ been fo powerfully at- 
traftedi and were particularly difagreeable to 
him, on account of the reftriftions which their 
free conftitution of government impofed on his 
authority. 

In the beginning of the reign of Charles, 
Spain was one of the freeft Hates in Europe ; 
but as the nobles were humbled, and their 
power abridged, during the arbitrary, but vi- 
gorous adminiftration of cardinal Ximcnes -, fo 
the ill-conceked and unfuccefsful attempt 
which the commohs of Caftile made fome years 
afterwards, to aflert their rights, iferved only to 
exalt the royal prerogative, which they intended 
to have circumfcribed, and to reduce the Cortes 
to an entire dependence on the crown. And 
aldiough in Arragon the people ftill enjoyed 
doir ancient privileges, yet there was little 
probability that they would *vcr Venture to 
K 3 difputc 
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difpute the will jof their prince j who poffeffcd 
fiich inexhauftibie refources, and could, when- 
he pleafed, employ even their own countrymen 
the Caftilians, to fubdue them. But there was 
no circumftance which ferved more to increafe 
Philip's partiality foi^ Spain, and to make him 
prefer it to any of his other dominions for the 
place of his abode, than the full eflabliihment 
which the court of inquifition had acquired in 
that kingdom, and the fecurity which this infti- 
tution afforded him againft the propagation of 
herefy^ 

®J^*«'"" This tribunal, which, although it was not 
the parent, has been the nurfe and guardian of 
ignorance and fuperftition, in every kingdom 
into which it has been admitted, was introduced 
into Spain near a century before the prefent 
period, by Ferdinand and Ifabellas and was 
principally intended to prevent the relapfe of 
the Jews and Moors, who had been converted, 
or pretended to be converted, to the faith of the 
church of Rome. Its jurifdiftion was not con-^ 
fitied to the Jews and Moors, but extended to 
all thofe who,' in their praftice or opinions^ 
differed from the eftablifhed church. In the 
united kingdoms of Caftile and Arragon, there 
were eighteen different inquifitorial courts ; 
having each of them its counfellors, termed 
Apoftolic Inquifitors -, its fccretarics, ferjeahts, 

and 
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and other officers 5 and befides thefc, there were * ^^ '^ 
twenty thoufand faniiliars difperfed thoughout w-v— *-# 
the kingdom, whoafted as fpies and informers, .'^^'* 
and were employed to apprehend all fulpefted 
perfons, and to commit them for their trial, to 
the prifons which belonged to the inquifition. 
By thefe familiars, perfons were feized on bare 
fulpicion i and, in contradiftion to the common 
rules of law, they were put to the torture, tried 
and condemned by the inquifitors, without 
being confronted either with their accufers, or 
with the witnefles on whofe evidence they were 
condemned. The punilhments inflifted were 
more or lefs dreadful, according to the caprice 
and humour of the judges. The unhappy vic- 
tims were either ftrangled, or committed to the 
flames, or loaded with chains and (hut up in 
dungeons during life. Their efFefts were con- 
fifcated, and their families ftigmatifed with in- 
famy ^ 

This inftitution was, no doubt, well calcu- 
lated to produce an uniformity of religious 
profefllon; but it had a tendency likewife to 
deftroy the fweets of focial life ; to banifti all 
freedom of thought and Ipcechj to difturb 
mens minds with the mofl: difquieting appre- 
henfions, and to produce the moft intolerably 

^ Mariana, lib. xxiv. c. xvi. p. 137. 

K 4 flavery. 
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flavcry, by reducing perfonsf of all rinks df life 
to a ftate of abjcft dependence upon pricfts ; 
whofe integrity, were it even greater than diat 
of other men, as in every falfe religion it is left, 
inuft have been corrupted by the uncohtroul- 
ible authority which they were allowed to ex- 
trcife. 

Such nearly were the ftntiments which evert 
the Spaniards entertained of this iniquitous trir 
bunal, at the time when it was ercfted *. But 
not having had experience then of its perni- 
cious efFcfts; and confidering it as intended for 
the chaftifement of Jews and infidels, they only 
fnurmured and complained i till, the yoke be- 
ing wreathed about their necks, the moft fecret 
murmurings became dangerous, and often fatal 
to thofc who uttered them, 

Eflfe£itof By this tribunal, a vifible change was 
tu^onthe wrought in the temper of the people j and re- 
tht^o'^u! ferve, diftruft, and jealoufy, became the diftin- 
guiftiing charaftcr of a Spaniard. It perpetuated 
and confirmed the reign of ignorance and fu- 
perftition. It inflamed the rage of religious 
bigotry 5 and, by the cruel fpeftacles to which, 
in the execution of its decrees, it familiarifeci 
the people, it nouriflied in them that ferocious- 

* Mariana^ 

ipirit> 
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Ipirit, i^hich, in the Ncthcrllhds and Amcnca, • ^ '^ 
they manifefted by deeds that have fixfed an ^ ■ v . » 
cverlafting reproach on the Spanilh name* **^'* 

But thefc confideratlons could not be ap-t 
prehended by Philip j nor if they had been fug- 
gelted to him, would they hare had any influ- ' 
cnce upon his conduft. He had imbibed, in 
all its virulence, that fpirit of bigotry and per- 
fecution, which gave birth to the inquifition. 
He regarded heretics as ,the moft odious of cri- 
minals ; and confidered a departure in his fub- 
je6b from the Roman fuperftition, as the moft 
dreadful calamity that could befal them. He 
was therefore determined to fupport the inqui- 
fitors with all his power, and he encouraged 
them to exert themfelves in the exercife of their 
office, with the utmoft diligence. 

The zeal and vigilance of thefe men fully 
correfponded to that ardour with which their fo- 
vereign was inflamed ; yet fo irrefiftible in thit 
age was the Ipirit of innovation, and fo gfeat 
the force of truth, that the opinions of thi5 
reformers had found their way even into Spain, 
and were embraced openly by great, numbers 
of both fexes, anjong whom were both prif ft$ 
and nuns. 

Even the archbifhop of Tolecio, feartlemi di caranta 
Caranza y Miranda, was^^ from certain prop<5j[i- ^* ^'^^ 

tions 
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^ ^iv ^ ^^^^ contained in a catechifni which he pub- 
« — J—-f liftied, fulpefted to have efpoufed them* The 
'^^^* inquifitors informed the king of the grounds 
of their fufpicion, and'defired to receive his in- 
ftrudions for their condudt. Caranza had been 
univerfally refpeded as ope of the mbft virtuous 
and learned prelates in Spain. Having, when 
provincial of the order of St. Dominique, been 
carried by Philip into England, as a perfon 
well qualified to promote the re-eftablifliment 
' of popery in that kingdom, he had laboured 
with fo much zeal for that end, and thereby 
recommended himfeJf fo powerfully to the king, 
that in the year one thoufand five hundred and 
fifty-feven, Philip advanced him to the primacy. 
His firft employment after attaining this high 
dignity was to adminifter Ipiritual comfort to 
the late emperor, whom he attended in his laft 
diftrefs. But the memory of his merit and fer- 
vices was now obliterated. Philip wrote to the 
inquifitors from the Netherlands, that they 
muft, without hefitation, proceed againft the 
archbifliop as they would do againft other de- 
linquents i and that they (hould not fj)are even 
his Own fon if they found him guilty qf herefy. 
Caranza was accordingly thrown into prifon, 
and his revenues were fequeftrated. The pro- 
pofitions in his catechifm, at which the inqui- 
fitors had taken offence, were held to be of a 
difputable nature even among the Catholics 
' ^ ^' them- 
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themfelves. It is probable^ however, that fen- 
tence would have been pronounced againft 
him, had not the^pope interpofed, and claimed '^^^ 
an exclufiveTight to decide the caufe. Philip, 
anxious for- the honour of the holy office, to 
whofe power he was defirous that no bounds 
fliould be prefcribed, employed all his intereft 
to prevail on the pontiff to drop his preten- 
fions. But at laft he himfclf yielded; and Ca- 
ranza, after having languilhed in prifon for fix 
years and feven months, was tranfported to 
Rome, where he was releafed from confine-, 
ment, but died in a few weeks after he was fet 
at liberty \ 

Before Philip's arrival in the city of Valla- ^" ^'***- 
dolid, an Auto-de-fe had been j:elebrated, in Vaikdoiid, 
which a great number of proteftants were com-, 
mitted to the flames, , There were ftill in the 
prifons of the inquifition more than thirty per- 
fons, againft whom the fame dreadful punilh- 
ment had been denounced. Philip, eager to witn«(!Mif 
give public proof as early as ppffible of his ab^' '^ 
horrenceofthefe innovators, defired the inqui^ 
fitors to fix a day for their execution -, and he 
refolved to witnefs it. The dreadful ceremony 
(more repugnant to humanity, as well as to the. 
fpirit of the chriftian religion, than the moft 

* Ferrcras, Annis 1559 & 1565, Campana, an. 15 '59; 
Miniana, lib. v. c. xi. 

4. abominable 
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abominable facrificcs recorded in the annals of 
the Pagan world) was condudtcd with the great- 
'^^'* eft folcmnity which the inquifitors conld dcvilcj 
and Philip, attended by his fon Don Carlos, by 
his fifter, and by his courtiers and guards, fat 
within fight of the unhappy viftims. After 
hearing a fermon from the bifhop of Zamora, 
he rofe from his feat, and having drawn his 
fword, as a fignal, that with iV he Wduld de- 
fend the holy faith, he took an oath adiliini- 
ftercd to him by the Inquifitor-General, to 
^ fupport the inquifition and its minifters, againft 
all heretics and apoftates, and to compel his 
fubjefts every where to yield obedience to its 
decrees. 

Among the proteftants condemned, there 
was a nobleman of the name of Don Carlos di 
Sefla, who, when the executioners were con- 
ducing him to the ftake, called out to the king 
for mercy, f^ying^ " And canft thou thus, O 
^' king, witnefs the torments of thy fubjefts ? 
^^ Save us from this cruel death ; we do not 
^ deferve it." '* No,'* Philip ftcrnly replied, 
^* I would myfelf carry wood to burn my own 
^* fon, wfere he fuch a wrettb sts thou *•** After 
which, he beheld the horrid fpeftacle that fol- 

* Jo traen lenna para quemar a mi hl]o, fi faere tan malo 
ctuiU) V09. Cabrera, lib. v. c. iii. Minianai U Vt c. xi, 

lowed^ 
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lowed, witik a comppfurc and tranquillity thgf book 
betokened the moft vnfcding h^art. 



This dreadful feverity, joined with certain 
rigid 4aws^ enafted to prevent the importation 
of Lutheran books, foon produced the defired 
cffc6t. After the celebration of another Autp- 
de-£2 % in which about fifty proteftants fuffered, 
all the reft, if there were any who ftill remained, 
cither concealed their fentinaents, or made theijr 
cfcape into foreign parts ^. 

Philip proceeded next to fettle the civil go- 
vernipent of the kingdom j and, according to 
the Spanilh hiftori^ns, he difcovered in thp 
choice of his miniftcrs, and of the governors of 
towns and provinces, much prudence and cir- 
cumfpeftion y of which laft, an hiftorian gives 
the following inftance, that befides rnaking di- 
ligent inquiry concerning the charaders of the 
feveral candidates for office, he kept a regifter 
for his own ufe, in which he refcorded all the 
vices and defeds, as well as the virtues and ac- 
complifhments of each **. 

He might have confined his attention to ob- 
jefts of this nature, and have applied himfelf 
wholly to the internal adminiftration of his do* 

^ In Seville. t Miniana, lib. vl c. xi. ^ VSH. 

minions. 
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minions, had he not found it neceflary to pro- 
vide againft the hoftile intentions with which 
the Turkilh emperor, and the corfairs of Bar- 
bary, were animated againft him. 
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Of the The Ottoman empire was, in the prefent 

emperor. pefiod, at the fummit of its glory, under the 
victorious Solyman ; the greateft and the moft 
enlightened of all the Sultans. In Perfia, in 
Hungary, and in Africa, this heroic prince had 
widely extended the limits of his empire ; had 
expelled the knights of St. John from Rhodes, 
which till then had been deemed impregnable; 
had ftripped the Venetians of a great part of 
their territories ; laid wafte the coafts of Italy 
and Spain ; and filled all Europe with admira- 
tion of his exploits, and with the terror of his 
name. From the time of his competition with 
Ferdinand in Hungary, he had regarded the 
princes of the houfe of Auftria as his rivals. 
He had affifted Henry II. of France, firfl: 
againft Charles, and afterwards againft Philip ; 
as he had formerly affifted Francis againft the 
emperor. And in the late war, although by fome 
accident his fleet did not arrive in time to adt 
in concert with, that of France, yet it came 
.afterwards under his admiral Piali, who, having 
landed his troops in Italy, and in the iflands of 
Prochita and Minorca> put great numbers of 

the 
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the inhabitants to the fword, and carried off ■ ® ° *^ 
many hundred prifoners into flavery '• ^- v ^ 

From an enemy fo powerful and enterprif- 
ing, Philip had much to apprehend. But he 
believed it to be inconfiftent with the charafter 
of proteftor of the church, to which he afpired, 
to enter into any alliance with a prince who 
was the declared and irreconcilable enemy of 
Chriftianity ; and therefore, far from propofing 
any terms of accommodation, he iflued orders 
for putting the coafts of Spain and Italy into a 
pofture of defence, left Solyman fhould find lei- 
fure from his other occupations to renew hofti- 
lities. 

But the Spanilh monarch had more imme- Thccoriairt 
diate caufe of inquietude from the corfairs on ^^ 

the coaft of Africa, an enemy much more for- 
midable than before, by the affiftance whigh 
Solyman had afforded them ever fincc they ac- 
knowledged him for their fovereign. Thev 
confifted of Turks, Arabs, Negroes, and 
Moors i the laft of whom were partly natives, 
and partly fuch as had been expelled from 
Spain in the time of Ferdinand and Ifabella. 
They were all men of barbarous manners,* in- 
flamed with the moft bigoted zeal for the M»- 

^ Ferreras, ann. 155 s* 

hometan 
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hpmetan religion, open foej to almoft every 
Chriftian power, and animated with ^ pecylj^r 
hatred againft the Spaniards, who had often at- 
tacked them in their ftrong holds, an^i had 
long . treated their brother Mahometsu^s, the 
.^iorefcoes, in Spain, with inhumanity* They 
had efteix taken fqll revcligp for thefe injuries, 
under the celebrated brothers, Horuc and Jlay- 
radin Barbaroffas. Their priYicipal fleet was. 
.now commanded by another corfair, of xhp 
name ,of Dragut, the Barbaroflf^ of his age, 
and not inferior to either of the two brothers 
in thofc qualifications by which t|icy were fo 
eminently diftingujifhed. 

DrAgvt. Born in a little village in Natolia, oj3pofite 

to the ifle of Rhodes, and Iprtmg, like the 
Barbaroffas, from the meaneft parents, Dragut 
had, in his youth, enlifted hinifelif on board 
^ Turkilh gf^lley, and had feryed the^e for 
^me years* ^ a common failor. In that ftation 
he gave coflfpicuous prpqfs of his c^p^city. He 
feemeid jhow^er tp be governed by a ps^flion 
^Jjctremejy different from that simbkion which 
^ tl;je^ordinary attejad^nt upon g?niysj and to 
}^e ^ iOt"heF end in view thsiii tp enrich hijnflt- 
J^jf. Bijt-a^ fopa as'h^ ha4 acquired a epr^ain 
j^Tj^^ioneyr^eptjrChafed ag^ey of his o^yn, 
%nd Began the adventurous occupation of a 
iWfair; in^whkh he hec^e i«markable for his 

r ; fldll 
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tkill in navigation) his knowledge of the iea$> 
his intrepidity, and entcrprife. His character 
did not renmain long unknown to Hayradin 
BarbarofTa, who was ax that time high admiral 
of the Turkiih fleet* Barbarofla gladly received 
Dragut into his fervice, and having made him 
his lieutenant, he gave him the command of 
twelve of his Ihips of war. With this fleet 
Dragut did infinite mifchief to all the European 
ftates who traded in the Mediterranean, the 
French only excepted, whofe monarchs were in 
alliance with the Turkifh emperor. He fuf- 
fered no fcafbn to pafs unemployed. Scarcely 
a Angle Spaniih or Italian fhip efcapcd him ; 
and when he failed in taking a fuflicient num- 
ber of prizes, he commonly made fome fudden 
defcent on the coafts of Spain or Italy, pltin^ 
dcring the country, and carrying oflF great 
numbers of the inhabitants into captivity. In 
thefe defcents he was generally fortunate j but 
in the ye£^r i54i> having landed his men in a 
creek in Corfica, they were fcattered along the 
coaft, and employed in coUefting their booty,- 
when Juahetin Doria, the brave nephew of the 
illuftrious Andrew Doria, came upon him with 
a fuperior force, took nine of his (hips, and 
compelled him to furrender. When.4ie was 
carried on board the admiral's galley, he could 
not reftrain his indignation, but exd|imod^ 
" And am I then doomed to be thus loaded 
Vol. I. L ''with 
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^* witk fetters by a belirdiefs youdi V a faying 

which dccafioncd his meetmg widi harder ufage 

*^ than he would odicrwife have received^. Both 

Barbtfoflfa and Solyxnaa interefted cbemiclres 

: in hk Jbehalf» and mftde tempting c^ers to die 
Gcnoefc for his ranfom- Notwithftanding which 
they detained him four yeari in captmty 3. nor 
could they be perfuaded to let him at liberty 
till ^arharoJTay with a hundred gallies under 
liis command) appeared bdbre their town^, and 
.threatened to lay it in aflies^ if he were not 
inftanlly relesfed* The Genoefe &und it ne-^ 
c'effary to comply with thia requcft ^ and Dra- 
gut> who was immediately afterwards fisrniihed 
with a ftjong'lquadron of flxips by1^baroiia» 
#nd wa« now inftamed with redoubled hatred 
ilgajinfl; ^11 who fapre the name of Chriftians> 
^ iPefumed his former occi^ation, and fought 

after, opportunities) widi unceafing ardbr^ to 

. wreck his vengeance iipon his enemies^ Bc- 
/idos cafiturcs which he made at (&sl^ he lacked 
iu>d. pillaged,^ year. after year^ innumerable vil- 
Jag»and; towns in Italy and the adjacent ifles. 

: Jiftving.bttii difpoflcfled by Doria crf'his ftrong 

&5:-pP»:>.dr Mofajediaon theLCoaft of Barbary,. 

Jhic h|d;fimple i-evenge afterwards on that gal- 

tssp* ,.lant f^9mm> in an cngftgeiwnt oflt Ni^s, itt 

, injhicH he; took: fix^ of his Ihips, with a great 
. luaxdber of tpoops on board> and obliged Dofia 

:.tfenf«Jf».iMJdi5bB^.*eft of the fleet, to fty before 

- - - . _ him* 
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Aim* In the year immediately foUowiag he ^^^ 
fubdued almoft the whole ifland of Carfica« u-iiJL^ 
and delivered it into the hands of the French* '^*'* 
After this» having made himfelf mafter of Tri« 
polit he fortified that place in the ftrongeft 
manner. From Tnpoli he iflbed forth as often 
as the fctfon would permits and after Philip's 
acceflion, and even after peace Was concluded 
ixrtwecn France and Spain^ he continued to 
praftife as formerly his depredations upon the 
coafts of Sicilyii Naples^ and other fiates which 
belonged to the Spaniih monarchy* 

Of thefe hoftilities Philip had received par* E«pedttio|i 
dcular information before he left the Nether* poH «oa che 
lands, and had been earneltly exhorted by the ^^^ '^ 
Si^ur dc la Valfcttc, grand-mafber of the kidghts 
q( Malta, and the duke de Medina Coeli^ go^ 
verrfor of Sicily, to think ferioufly of putting 
an end to the innumerable milchiefs to which 
his fubjeds were expofed from this aftive cor* 
fair, by fending fuch a force againft hiin as 
might compel him to abandon his retveati 
Philip readily confented to this requeft^ and as 
he was informed by la Valette^ that DraguC 
himlelf was abfent at chat dme frofti Tripoli^ 
carrying on an inland war againil: one of the 
kings in Barbary, he fenc immediate ottkrs to. 
the duke de Medina Coeli/ Doria, and others, 
to haften forward, the preparations necefTary for 
La the 
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• ^^ ^ the intended cntcrprife. The pope and moft 
w— v->j of the other princes in Italy contributed their 
*^^^' afliftance, and a fleet was afl^embled confifting 
of more than a hundred lh?ps, having fourteen 
thoufand foldiers on board. This armament, 
of which the duke de Medina Coeli had the 
chief command, fet fail from Meflina in the 
end of 06lober one thoufand five hundred and 
fifty-nine,' and pafled over to Syracufe, There 
it was detained by contrary winds for fevcral 
weeks, and during that time a difeafe, occa- 
fioned by unwlioielbme provifions, carried off 
between three and four thoufand of the troops. 
Medina C<idi howevci- proceeded in his voy- 
age, ftill hopmg that he Aad force fufficient to 
cnfure fuccefs j and it is probable that he 
would not have been difappointed had he ad- 
vanced dircfltiy ind laid flege to Tripoli. But 
he. thought it would' facilitate the reduftion of 
jthAt platej to if^ake hhnftlf mafter before-hind 
of the dflc of Gerba> vhith Hies a few miles from 
Tripoli, and was held by a Moorifh governor, 
attached to tht . irttereft of Dragut. ' ^ii • 
iflandwis fubdufcd withliitle diiHculty ; aiftd a" 
xafHe which had befen eitrfifediupon it was, -tf- 
ter a feeble rcfiftiincc> aliandbhtd by the*Mb6i*$,' 
jwhofe comlirianxkr ftW>re •ailleghince' u|>dft th^ ' 
Akroran to the kiiig of Spftin. * ''^ 

, -.It was the opinion of fomc of the principal 
officers that this cafl^e Ihould be immediacely < 

dcflroycd. 
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deftroyed, and that the fleet fhould proceed to 
Tripoli without delay. But the duke was un- 
fortunately of a different opinion, and refolved 
not only to preferve the caftle, but to ftrengthen 
and enlarge it. In this prepofterous under-^ 
taking a great deal of time was loft. Dragut 
had returned with his army from his inland ex-; 
pedition ; and he had leifure not only to pro-%: 
vide for the fecurity of the town, but to icnd 
notice to the Grand Seignior of the operatiqn^ 
of the Chriftian fleet, which he reprefented 
might be attacked with great advantage in its 
prefent fit'uation, while the commander was oflF 
his guard, and moft of the forces were on 
ftiore^ 

SoLYMAN embraced without hefitation the Oeiiniaioa 
tempting opportunity which was thus prefented. 11 AetfVy 
to him. He fitted out, with the utmoft expe-. ^«'''"'^- 
dition, a^ fleet of feventy-four gaUies^ .put a 
hundred Janiflaries, befides other foldicrs, on 
bpaurd each of them, and gave the coitimand to 
his .admiral Piaii, with orders taprpceed in his 
voyage as faft as poffible. The Spa^i^rds were 
informed <rf his approach, by a Maltefif frigate, 
and were thrown i^to great perplesity. A 
council of war was immei^iately hi^d. Some? 
officers were for waiting till the enemy fhould 
arrive, and advifed Medina to give them 
battle. Others, among whom was the younger 
L 3 Doria, 
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• ^ly ^ Dona ", whofc courage was unqueftio^blc^ 
w s/ ' » were of opinion, that confidering the fickly 
'^*'' condition of the troops, and the great diminu- 
tion which they had undergone, they could not 
contend with fo powerful an ehcmy without 
the utmoft danger of a total overthrow, and 
therefore that they ought immediately to retire, 
and conduft the fleet to a place of fafety. The 
duke de Medina Cceli, a man of no experience 
in maritime affairs, and utterly unqualified for 
the charge which he had undertaken, was at a 
a lofs to determine to which . : the two mea- 
.fires propofed he fhouid give the preference; 
There was a necefllty for embracing inftantly 
cither the one or the other. Yet he balance4 
between them for fome days, and ftill continued 
to nnake the troops work in completing the 
(brtifications of the caffle, till intelligence "wz^ 
brought him that the enemy were* at haiid^ an^ 
iteering direftly towards die' ifland, 

Thir» was no time now topdt tbeifteeQiiiib 
a pofture-of defence, Both the; ntarinete *nd 
foldiers were overwhelmed with ifrri^i^aMl 
each crew, without .waiting for tl^ WMrd.ef 
command, ntodo h^ile, imh Mr^'and^fi^s, ,t9t 
^gape from the ioapending danger, Seyerbil 
• - ' ' ' . ' ' • - * 

^ The elder Doria was prf ven^wl. from takii\( a pa^t^in 
tfti? expeditipii, by the inf}r|pii{fs of old age^ 
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lhips.ibund«red among the Azt^ and flialhiwi. ' * ^ ^ 
Others were driven back by the wind». or by v ^ ■; 
the enemy, and wrecked upon the ifland« '*^* 
Some efcaped, and particularly thofc which 
belonged to the order of St, John^ through 
their fuperior acquaintance with the coaft« 
Above thirty were taken by the Turks 4 about 
one thoufand men were killed or drowned, and 
five thoufand taken prifoncrs, Medina Cceli, 
with Doria, and fome other- principal officers, 
palTed in the night through the middle of the 
enemy's fleet, and arrived fafe at Malta ; hav- 
ing, before his departure, commixed the charge 
€f the fort of Gerba to Don Alvaro de Sande, 
to whom he gave the ftrongeft afiurances of 
fpeedy affiftance and relief, , 

'- ■ ' ■ *• 

This valiant Spaniard had very little itafon Thefiegtrf 
to truft to thele afiurances, and could not ex? Gerb^l by 
pcft to be able to hold out long againft fo great *** ^"'^'^ 
a force as he knew would be employed againft 
him 5 e^ecialty as he was but indiifepcntly fur- 
niihed with i^rovifions, and. was much more 
lively to Md enenrMe^ than friends in the na- 
livtsi of the iOand, Notwi&ftanding thefe dif- 
•cburnging cireumftances, he readily undertook 
the ^urduous tafk affigned him ; and having got 
his garrifon augmented by the crews of thofe 
fliips which, in attcftiptihgto make their efcapc, 
fcwid been driven back upon the coaft, he pre- 
h 4 pared 
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BOOK pared with great alacrity , for a. vigorous de- 
< — ^ — ' fcncc^ 

. >559- 

PiALi loft no time after his viftory, but im- 
mediately landed his troops and began the 
fiege. He was furnifhed with artillery by Dra- 
gut, who brought it himfclf, together with fomc 
frcfh forces^ from Tripoli. About twelve thou- 
fand Turks, bcfides the iflanders and other 
Moors, were employed in the fiege. In their 
firft approaches many of them were killed. But 
foon after their battery had been unmaflced, a 
great part of the wall of the fort was laid in 
ruins. The befieged in the mean time began 
to fufFer greatly from the heat of the fcafon, 
and from the fcarcity and unwholefomenefs of 
the water and provifions. Great numbers died, 
iand many, grown impatient under thj^hftrd- 
ihips to which they were expofcd, deserted lo 
the enemy, ' 9y thcfe men Piali was informed 
of the diftreflfed condition of the garrifon* and 
he invited them to furrendcr, and prqmif^dr tj^, 
fpare their lives- Don Alvaro rejc^ed thf^.. 
offer with difdain, and ftill perfifted i(i-thede*- 
^n<i of July fence. But at length,, finding tlwj hjis^ ftoek of 
*l^ provifion? was, alm9fl; fpent, ,aod, having^ de^ 
fpaired of the rflipf which had t^e^n promifed 
by Medina, he (JaUed;:itDgether the- garrifoni* 
which amounted i^awjjonly to one thouikiid' 
jpcp, and having'ifeminded'them c^ fhe glpr jr 

, whicH 
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which .they had acifufred, and informed diriYi- * %y^^ 
that they had neither bread to fupport their < - ^ . ^ 
bodies, nor numbers to defend the fort any 
longer, he dciired them to refolve, whether 
they would give themfclves up tamely to be the 
flaves of their barbarous enemy, or imitate the' 
example which he would fet them, and dit' 
fighting bravely for the honour of their religion 
and their country. The foldicrs called out 
with one voice, " That they diole death rather 
" than flavery; and were ready to follow 
« wherelbever he flipuld lead them/' He 
then delired they would refrelh themfelves with 
fuch viftuals a<j ftill remained, and hold them- 
felves in readinefs to leave the fort about the 
middle of the night. 

At that time they fet out, by the gate which 
looked towards the fea, and haying paflcd a 
tripk rampart, which "had been thrown, up to 
prevent- their fallies, they made dreadful havoc 
2jnang the Tiirks, and had almoft reached the 
general's tent, when they were put to a (land 
by^h© Janiflaries. They fought long and des- 
perately; but at laftj -the whole Txirfcilh camp 
beings up in arms, they werfe overpowered by 
numbers,: and aflmoft all'of -^thtrR- %ere flain, 
Alvaro, with two'oflfceii^'^who Wad kept near 
him, forced his way through the thickefl: part 
pf the ci^niy, till h^ rca^he4 the fhorc;, and got 
\ ; . on 
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* ®jv. ^ ^ board a Spaniih fhip Wliich had been ftrand^ 
* — ^^ cd. There he was ftaocUng at:day-brettk> with 
'^' his tai^t in one hand and his fword in the 
other, furrounded by the Turkiflt £>ldiers, 
wfaa would have quickly buried him under their 
darts, if their officers, who highly refpcftcd his 
ho'c^c valour^ had not reftrained them* Hav- 
ing been urged by a Genoele renegado to lay 
<lown his arms, and aflured of receiving a treat- 
ment fuitahle to his rank and merit, he at laft 
eonfented to furrcnder himfelf to Piali '. 

Such was the conclulion of this unfortunate 
enterprife ; the failure of which, and all the 
calamities which enfued, feem to have been 
owing principally to the weaknefs, obftinacy, 
and inexperience of the commander in chief; 
yet we do not find that Philip ever exprefled 
any diflati$faftion with his conduA, He cither 
viewed it in a different light from that in which 
it has been reprefented by the contemporary 
hiftorians ; or he confidered, that it i^ould have 
been a tacit acknowledgment of his own w»t 
of difcernment, to accufe, of imprudence or 
incapacity, a perfon whom he had judged cie- 
ferving of fo great a truft* Inftead of this, he 

' He was carried to Conftaatioople with the other fiei^ 

fenersy and was afterwards fee at liberty* by an artiele in 
a treaty of peace between the Sultan and the emperor of 
Qermany. 

3 applied 
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applied himfdf tp provide againft the eficftii '^ ^ 
which he had reaibn to dread from the fucceig v.i ■ ^ ■ ■ * 
of the Turkilh arms. He could hardly dowbt '*^** 
that Piali would purfue his vi&ory^ and maker 
a defcent on the coafts of Spain or Italy. 

The inhabitants were cvery-whcrc agitated 
with the moft alarming apprehenfions* Watch^ 
towers were raifed along the coafti and the 
fleets which had lately fuffered fe much, was 
repaired with the utmoft diligence. But thefi! 
preparations^ although they were afterwards 
found ufeful, were not at prefent neceflaryZ 
Solynian having other objefts of ambition, 
which engrofled his attention, recalled his Beet 
Ito Conilantinople, and thus delivered the Ita- 
lians and Spaniards from their prefent fears •, ' 

PiiiLip foon afterwards received intelligence Thcficge 
that' Hafcem> fon of the celebrated Barbaroflk^^ M»f«nitti- 
and viceroy of Algiers under Solyman, had 
foraiM a defign upon Oran and Mafarquiirir, 
twailrong forts on the coaft of Barbary, which 
bad been in the poKTeffion of Spain fince the 
jeai^ cme thoufand five' hundred and nine, when 
diey were fubdued by cardinal Ximenes. In 
order to fruftratc this defign, a fleet of twenty- 
four gallies had been ordered to fail to Oran^ 

■ Cabrera, Jib, v. q. v. viii* xii, xiii, Miniana, lib. v^ 

: - for 
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for the reinforcement of die garrifon ;. but this 
fleet had been overtaken in the middle of, its 
■S5*' courfe by a dreadful florm, in which twp and 
twenty of the fhips were loft. 

By this accident Hafcem was encouraged to 
proceed in his projefted enterprife* Having 
periiiaded feveral of the Mahometan princes 
in Birbary to affift him with their troops, he 
arrived in the neighbourhood of Oran early in 
the ipring, with a fleet of more than thirty 
Ihips, and an army of an hundred thoufand 
men. Of the two places which he intended to 
attack, only Mafarquivir is a fea-port, and 
Oran lies at the diftance of near a league from 
it. With fo great an army he was enabled to 
block up both places at once \ but he began 
his operations with the fiege of Mafarquivir, 
which, though of greater importance by reafon 
of its fituation, was not fo flxongly fortified, 

THE.c6unt de Alcaudetc, the Spanilh go- 
ycrnor, w4io had forefcen the approaching 
ftorm, had provided to the utmoft of his 
power for the Iccurity of the places committed 
to his dare \ and both he and his brother Don 
Martin 3e' Cordova, to whom he committed 
the chief Command in Mafarquivir, were de- 
termined to hold out to the laft extremity, 
Mai;y bloody rencounters pafTed between the 

contending 
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contending parties, in the fallies which Alcau- ■ ^^^ ^ 
dctc made from Oran 5 and in thefe the Spa- ^— ^>^ 
niards had generally the advantage. Don '^^** 
Martin, and the troops under his command, ^ 
gave, if poflible, ftill ftrongcr proofs of in- 
trepidity in their defence of Mafarquivir. The 
walls were laid in ruins by the enemy's artil- , 
Icry. Hafcem made eleven different, gflaults, 
and his flandard was raifed again and again 
upon the ruins of the walls ; yet he was finally 
repulfed, and obliged, notwithftanding hil, 
numbers, to yield to the unconquerable obfli- 
nacy of the Spaniards. , . Thefe brave men,, 
however, were now fcnfible, that, from the 
want of provifions, they mull ere .Iqng, either 
throw away their lives, or fubmit to that odi- 
ous flavcry to which, they knew that the im-- 
placable hatred of their ungeneri>us enemy -had 
doomed them. _ : - . 

Philip was not ignorant of the diftrefs to ?^***,7J'^ 
which they w;erc reduced ; and he lu4 exerted by the spa- 
himfelf vrith great adlivity in maki^g^prepara-, 
tions for their relief. But as Mafarquivir was 
blocked up by fea as well as by land,, it wa? ne- 
cefliary that the fupplies which h? liad provided 
Ihould be accompanied with a fleet fup^rior to 
that of the enemy. $uch a fleet he at l»ft col-. 
lefted frem Italy and the fea-ports in Spain, 
and gave the command of it to Don Francis dc . 

/ Mendoza, 
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3 o o K Mendoza, with mftruftions to fail for Mafar^ 
^— V — ' quivir with die utmoft expedition. Mendoza 
*'^* happily arrived in time. Harirtg come unex- 
pc^edly upon.Hafcem'5 fleet, he took nine 
fhips, and put the reft to (light $ and tiafccm 
himfelf, nrho had been emj^yed for fome days 
in preparing for a new aflkult^ perceiving die 
danger to which he was expofed from the Spa-» 
niih fleet on the one hand, and die garrifbns 
in Oran and Mafarquivir on the other, railed 
the fiege precipitately, after it had laftcd three 
months ; and marched c^ with all his forces to 
Algiers. The Spaniards purfued for feveral 
mfles J but finding they were unable to over- 
take him> they returned ^ and the fleet, after 
reinforcing the garrifons of Oran and Mafar^ 
quivir, fet fail for Spain, where they were re* 
oeived with great rejoicing. The count de Al' 
caudete was foon after macie viceroy of Navarre j 
Don Martin received diftinguiflied marks of 
the royal favour j and ail the officers, and even 
the private foldicrs, were rewarded in proper- 
tion to their rank and merit ". 

ThewJuc Du%mG die.ahfencc of the fleet, the trade 

^tvl' ^ SpM« Iwd fuftaincd coofidcrahle prejudice 

feU*lLn* ^» tfa.dqf«cdationR of a celebrated corfair, 

of thcnaaac of.Cara Muftapha, who, with a 

" Cabrci5a» lib. vi.. Hcwra, Hift, Gca, del Mondo, 
fib. v/c. ili. and iv. • " 

fquadron 
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'fiJUadron t>f fix or feyen ihips> traverfed the 
'Medfttrranean with unwearied aftivitjr, and 
made iimumefable captures. His retreat was '^^^ 
a fort on the African coaft> called Pennon de Ve- 
lez, which, in thofc days, before the invention 
of bombs, was reckoned almoft impregnable. 
It is lituated on a fteep and rugged rock, and 
is inacccfiible, except by a narrow path, cut 
out in the rock itfelf j which is fcparatcd from 
the continent by a channel, capable of con- 
taining about a dozen of thofe fhips which were 
ufually. employed in cruifing. This rock was 
fordfied, both above and below, with a waU, 
flanked, with baftions, and mounted with can- 
non;, and afforded a conftant fhelter and pro- 
teftion to the coriairs, when puriiied. From 
its fituatiofii near the Striuts, thcfe corfairs could 
ann«y the Chriftians^ while they themfelvcs 
were expofed to very little danger^ and it was 
become an obje^ of the moft ierious concern 
to all the Ckriftian powers who traded in the 
Mediterranean, to wxeft it from them. 

In coQfe«{uence of a report which gained 
credit;, -that >Solyman intended this year to make 
an attack eiih^r^^n Spain or hsly^ Philip had 
greatly augmented hisi nastrai Hxc^ i but when 
he found that either therj^ had been no ground 
for this report, or that the Sultan had diafiged ' 
idt defign, he though that he could not «n- 

ploy 




»559- 



^«p HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

ploy his fleet more ufefuUy than by attempt- 
ing to reduce Penon de Velez, which, had 
been long an obje£k of much dread to his fub:«. 

Not fatisfied with his own numerous fleets 
he folicited affiilance from Portugal, from the 
knights of Malta, and from his allies in Italy i 
nor did he permit them to fet fail from Ma- 
laga, the place of rendezvous, till he had col- 
lefted above ninety gallies, befides fixty fhips 
of a fmaller fize, with no lefs than thirteen 
thoufand ibldiers on board. The providing of 
fo great a force Was not merely an cffcA of 
that extraordinary caution with which Philip 
commolHy entered upon any military entcr- 
prife i and fuch a number of troops could not 
be employed in befieging a place of fuch fmall 
extent as Pennon de Velez 5 but, as the Moors 
in the country adjacent, were deeply interefted 
in the prefervation of the fort, on account of 
immenlc quantities of commodities of all kinds, 
and the number of Chriftian flaves which were 
daily fold to them by the corfairs, there was 
reafoh to apprehend that they would confider 
the caiife of thefe pirates as their owh, and give 
*all the oppofition in their power to the Spaniards, 
in the operations of the fiege. 

Agreeably to this perfua^lon^ the allies no 
fooner arrived upon the coaft, than great num- 
bers 
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bers of thefe barbarians appeared among the 
hills, by the foot of which the army were 
obliged to pafs ih thdif Way ro the fort. But 
thefe tumultuary troops were not able to prc-^ 
vent the Spaniards from landing ; nor, although 
they gave them fome annoyance on their marchj 
could they obftruft the operations of fo formi- 
dable a body of regular forces. Still, however, it 
was the opinion of feveral of the allies, that 
after all that could be done to reduce a fort of 
fo Angular a conftruftion, they would in the 
iflue Slid it tieceflary to abandon their attempt. 
This would probably have happened, ifMiifta- 
pha himfelf had been prefent. But, in order 
to fave his fliips from falling a prey to the ene- 
my, he had left the place fome time before> 
and given the command of it to a renegado, . 
of the name of Ferret, with two hundred Turks 
under him^ and amn>unition and provifion 
fufficient to ferve for a much longer time than 
the blockade was likely tO continue. 

He believed that the Spaniards would fpon 
perceive the folly of their undertaking; and 
was therefore employed in his ullial pradice 
of cruifing, with vtty little concern about the 
fate of his retreat. But he had been deceived 
in his opinion of tHofe to whom he had com- 
mitted a charge of fo great importance. Both 
the governor and gatfiron"wei;e intimidated b/ 

Vol, I. M the 
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the fight of that powerful fleet and army which 
now encompafled them. No foonerwere feme 
'^5»* of their guns difmounted by a Spanifh battery, 
an4 a part of the wall demolifhed, than they 
were ftruck with the moft violent panic, and 
the governor, and moft of the garriibn, made 
their efcape to the continent in the middle g( 
the night, by fwimming. Such of them only 
remained as could not fwims suid by thefc 
men the fort was delivered to the Spaniards. 

Thsrb was much good fortune and little 
glory in this valuable conqueft ; but the joy 
which it excited over all the fouthern coaft of 
Spain was inexpreffible ; and it was the more 
complete, as well as the more generally diflFufed, 
becaufe only a very fmall number had been 
killed or wounded in their rencounters with 
the Moors. Don Garcia de Toledo, the com- 
mander in chief, was, foon after his return, re- 
warded by Philip, with the^ vice-royalty of 
Sicily ^ 

• Cabrera, lib* vi. c. tm. Fermai > pin xiy. Vertot's 
Hifl. of the Roights of Malca. 
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URING the courfe of thofc military b o^o k 
operations which have been defcribedi u-yl^i^ 
Philip beheld with much anxiety the rapid '^^'' 
progrefs of herefy in almoft every ftate in Eu- 
rope except Spain J and> in order to obftru6l 
it, he employed all his influence to procure the 
convocation of a general council of the church* ' 

1^ die firft years of the reformation^ the bi* The pwft* 
gotry of thofe who adhered to the ancient fu* Si^protef* 
perftition, fufFered them not to think of any 
other means of extirpating the opinions of the 
proteftants> but perfeciition j which was cxer* 
cifed againft them with the fame unrelenting 
feverity, as if they had been guilty of the moft 
M 2 atrocious 
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atrocious crimes. But it foon appeared how 
inadequate this barbarous procedure was to 
the purpofe which the Romanifts intended. 
Thofe bloody edids which were publiQied^ 
thofe fires which were lighted up, and that va- 
riety of torments which priefts and inquifitors 
invented with ingenious cruelty, ferved in 
reality to propagate the doftrines againft which 
they were employed, and contributed to in- 
flame, rather than extinguifh, that ardent zeal 
with which the proteftants were animated. 
Being firmly perfuaded, that the caufe which 
they maintained, was the caufe of God and 
truth, and that their perfeverance would be re- 
<varded with a happy immortality, they courted 
their punilhments inftead of avoiding them ; 
and in bearing them, they difplayed a degree 
of fortitude and patience, which, by exciting 
admiration in the beholders, produced innu- 
merable profelytes to the faith for which they 
iufFered. 

Tr»grefi of Several pHnccs had been converted to that 
nation. ' faith. In fome dates the proteftants had be- 
come more numerous and powerful than their 
opponents j and in others, their opinions fb 
generally prevailed, that the catholic princes 
found it no longer poflible to extirpate them, 
without depriving themfelves of great multi- 
tudes of their moft induftrious lubjeds, on 

whom 
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whom the wealth and importance of their ftates 
depended. The time when perfecution might 
ha¥^ proved effedlual was paft, and the princes' '**•* 
came:' at length to perceive the neceflity of 
having recourfe to fome mdre gently means 
than had been hitherto employed. They were 
at the fame time fenfible, notwithftanding their 
prejudices againft the reformers, that .fome re- . 
formation was extremely neceifaryi they had 
long borne with great impatience the num- 
berlefs encroachments of the court, of Rome; 
and were convinced, that if fome abufes were 
removed, it would not be impracticable to per- 
iliade the proteftants to return into the bofom 
of the church. 

A GENERAL councU appeared to be the only a general 
expedient by which this important end could fired'by tu 
be obtained ; and the late emperor Charles had prbcci? 
taken infinite pains to procure the convocation 
of that aflembly. In former times the coun- 
cils of the church had been convened by the 
emperors themfelvcs; but,in the time of Charles, 
the power of calling them was, by all true ca- 
tholics, confidered as the peculiar prerogative 
of the popes ; who dreaded, that fuch aflem- 
blies might derogate from their ufurped autho- 
rity, and were therefore inclined, if poflible, 
to prevent them from being held. With the^ 
timid Clement, Charles eipployed all his arc 
M 3 and 
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• ^^ ^ And influence to procure i councUi i^ut la vain, 
V«-^r-«r ^aulthe Third was no ids 2^ver(e to diis mea^ 
^^^^ &ne than Ciemecuci but the empcmr being &^ 
oonded by almoft all ttie cfttholic prinoea iji 
Europe, Paul yielded to dieir importunities^ 
and fummoned a council to ineet in Trent^ 
From this place it wa$ afterwards tranflated ta 
Bologna* After the death of Paul it was agai^ 
afiemblpd in Trent in the year one thoufaivd 
five hundred and fif£y->one^ and continued co 
be held there till the year following ^ when it 
was prorogued for two ye^s, upon war being 
declared agaipft the emperor, by the ele^bn- of 
^axony. 

In the feffions which were held under Paul, 
that fundamental tenet of the reformers, by 
which the writings of the evangeliAs and apc^r 
ties are held to be the only rule of the Chriftiaa 
faith, was condemned; and equal authority 
was afcribed to the books termed Apocryphal^ 
^nd to th? oral traditions of the church. 

From the manner in which the deliberations 
pf this affembly were condufted j from the nar 
ture of its dccifions, and from the bliml at- 
tachment of a great majority of its members 
to the court of Rome, there was little ground 
to hope for the attainment of thofe ends for 
which the calling of it had been fo earheftly 

7 defired, 
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defired. But no other expedient could be de- ^ o o k 
yifcd, which the catholic5 thought fo likely to ^- v ^ 
ftop the piogrefs of hcrefyj and therefore, as '^ 
foon a$ the war between France and Spain was 
concluded^ the federal catholic princes began 
CO think ferioufly of the rcftoration of the 
Council, 

The ftafe of Europe at that time fcemed more The ihte ^r 
than ever to require the application of Ibme ""^^ 
immediate remedy. The power and numbef 
of the proteftants were every day becorning 
more and more confiderable. Both England 
and Scotland had difclaimed allegiance to the 
fee of Rome, and new-modelled their religion. 
In the Netherlands the reformers had greatly 
multiplied of late, notwithftanding the moft 
dreadful cruelties had been exercifed againlt 
them; and in France, where every province 
was involved in the mod terrible combuftioHi 
there was ground to apprehend, that they would 
foon become too powerful for the catholics; 
and be able to wreft froni them the reini of 
government. The new opinions had penetrat-* * 
ed even into Italy, and had been embraced by 
a confiderable number of perlbns both in Na-^ 
pies and Savoy. From the former of thefe 
States they were extirpated by the unrelenting 
feverity of Philip; who iffued orders to his 
viceroy to put all heretics to death without 
. M 4 ^ niercy, 
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rnprcy, and even to purfue with fire and fwordi 
^ remnant of them who had fled(from Cofenza, 
^^ * and were living quietly among the mountains *. 

The pope's BuT thc dulce of SaVoy, unwilling to de- 
jioaifynodi pHve himfclf of fo great a number of ufeful 
laiilnce."'* fubjc6ts as had been converted to the protefr 
tant ftith, , was inclined to attempt to enlighten 
and convince themj and with this view he 
defired the pope's permiflion to hold a cpUOr 
quy of the principal ecclefiaftjcs in his domiy 
nions, on the fubjeft of religion. Pius was 
about the fame time informed, that in France 
a refolution had been embraced to have re- 
courfe to the fame expedient. He believed 
that no meafurc could be ^evifed more likely 
to prove fatal to that exclufrve prerogative 
which he jclaimcd, of judging in matters of 
religion. He dreaded that the example of 
France an4 S:ayoy wpuld be quickly followed 
by other States^ and the decrees of provincid 
fynods fubftituted in the place of thofe of thc 
Holy See. It highly concerned him,' therefore, 
to prevent this meafure (fo pernicious to hi^ 
authority) from taking place. ' Nor did he find 
much difficulty in difluadihg the duke of Sa- 
voy from adopting it. " If thc heretics,*' faid 

^e to the duke's ambajQTador, " ftand in need 

J \ ' 

* raul, lib. V. 

J. ^ 
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pf inftruftion, 1 wiU fend divines aad a legate, • ^ ^ >? 
by whom they may be both inlhiifted and ab*/«-— vw 
folvcd. But your mafter will find, that th^y *^^ 
will lend a deaf ear to all the inftruftion^ that 
can be given them, and will put no other in- 
terpretation upon his conduft, but that he 
wants power to compel them to fubmit. No 
good effeft was ever produced by that lenity 
which he inclines to excrcifej but from expe- 
rience he may learn, that the fooner he fhall 
execute juftice on thefe men, and make ufe 
of force to reduce them, the more certain will 
be his fucccfs ; and if he will comply with the 
counfcl which I offer, he Ihall receive from mc 
fuch afliftance as will enable him to carry it into 
execution," 

The duke, who was fincerely attached to the 
Romifh faith, and clofely connedted with Phi- 
lip, unfortunately complied with this violent 
counfel, and engaged in a bloody war with his 
proteftant fubjefts^ of which he had afterwards 
^e greateft rcafon to repent **. 

The pope met with much more difficulty in auvmfkm 

^ ^ ' ■ . to the call* 

preventing a national fynod in France, than m ingof • 



couocil. 



^ He foand it neceiTary at laft to ^rant them the free 
cxercife of their religion, after having been worfted by 
them in feveral ikirmifhes among the moun'tainsy and faf- 
fering a total overthrow in a pitched battle, in which he 
loft 70CO of his tix)ops. Paul, lib. v. 

Savoy I 
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Saroy; and was obliged to promiie^ that he 
i\(hoi]ld c^ a general council without delay, 
*5^ Pids hadj before his promotion^ taken an oath 
to this purpofe, as ^11 the other cardinals had 
likeMrHe done, before they proceeded to his 
ekd^idn. But no fooner had he afcended the 
p^al throne, than he adopted the fentimcnts 
o£ his predeceflbrs j and Ihewed that he enter- 
tained the fame averfion to this aflembly which 
tb£j had lb uniformly manifefted. He remem- 
bered the motives which had determined Paul 
the Third to diflfolve it, under the colour of a 
tranflation to Bologna. He reflefted cto the 
danger to which Julius had been expofed, and 
frona which his good fortune and the war of 
Germany had delivered him j and he confider- 
cd, that as there was now no prince fo power-^ 
fill as Charles, by whom the prelates could be 
overawed, they would probably affumfe a bolder 
tone in the council, and attempt to advance 
their own perogatives on the mins of the pa- 
pacy. 



Hefindtit For thcfe reafons he would gladly have 
Wcnttoir. eluded the performance of his oath. But fo 
great was his dread of the fatal confequences 
which might arife from a national fynod in 
France, and fo earneft the importunity of Phi- 
lip, of the emperor, and other catholic princes, 
that he at lall thought it neceflTary to comply 

with 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN^ . 474 

with their rcqucft ; rcfalving to trnfioy Mhk ■ ^^ * 
attenikm in proyiding agatnft the ^dangers tp ^"- J .^ 
which hi3 authority would be ithcreby «- *^ 

After many delays, which Pius knew well , 
how to interpofe, the hvil of convqcat^on, * 
fumnioning the^ council to meet in Trent at 
Eafter^ was publiihed in the coniiftory on the 
twenty-ninth of September one thoufand fivjc 
hijndred and lixtys and nuncios were diipatched 
^ give intimation of it to all the Chxiftian 
powers. 

The pope and cardinals were greatly at a Thebuii c»f 
Jofs to determine whether the council fhould be ^ 

mentioned in the bull as a new one, or as a 
continuation of that which had been held un-^ 
der Paul and Julius^ The decifion pf this 
I point, feemingly of fmall importance, was ren- 
dered difficult by the confequences which it 
involved. For if the continuation were de- 
clared^ then all thofe decrees of the former 
feflipns, which were levelled againft the pro- 
teftants, would be held facred, and receive the 
fanftion of the council that was about to be 
convened. The proteftants would confider 
themfelves as already condemned, and pay no 
regard to the bull of convocation. Whereas^i 
if in this bull the aflembly to be fummoned ^ 

wer9 
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were denominated a new council^ they might 
expeft that all the points in controverfy would 
be difcuffcd anew, and confequently might be 
perfuaded to fend deputies to the council^ and 
to acknowledge its authority. 

In this the emperor and the queen mother 
and miniftcrs of France were deeply interefted ; 
and they urged with great earneftnefs, that in 
the bull no mention (hould be made of the for- 
mer feflions, and no occafion given the pro- 
teflants to fulpeft that any reftriction would be 
laid upon the proceedings of the council. Philip 
was governed by views and fentiments of a 
very different nature. His deteftation of the 
proteftants prevented him from relifhing any- 
other method of dealing with them, but that of 
force. He was utterly averfe to making any 
conceffions to reconcile them ; and he delired 
the celebration of the council, not fo much in 
order to recover thofe who had already revolted 
from the church, as either to prevent others 
from following their example, or, as Pius after- 
.wards fufpefted, to inpreafc the power of the 
biftiops and princes, by abridging the jurif- 
diftion of the pope j to whofe exorbitant 
pretenfions Philip was in reality adverfe, 
notwithftanding that devoted attachment to the 
Holy See which he afFcfted, in order to pro- 
mote 
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mote his ambitious defigns. With thefe views 
and fentimentsj Philip did not defire that the 
proteftants Ihould come to the council. He '^ 
believed that their prcfence would fcrve only to 
perplex and retard its deliberations. He ap« 
prehended, that to fuffer the decrees of the for- 
mer Je/Iions to be again difcuITed^ would con- 
tribute to invalidate the authority of the council 
itfelf : and for this reafon he thought it neccf^ 
fary that the intended meeting ihould be de- 
clared a continuation of the council which had 
formerly been prorogued. 

In this matter Philip's fentiments were en- 
tirely conformable to thofe of the pope ; but 
Pius durft not> on this occafion^ run the rifque 
of giving offence either to the emperor or to 
the court of France ; and therefore, after long 
deliberation, he couched the bull of convoca- 
tion in fuch ambiguous expreflions, as mighc 
be interpreted to fignify either a new council, 
or a continuation of the former. This expe- 
dient had, in fome degree, the effeft intended* 
Although neither of the parties was entirely 
fatisfied, yet neither of them was fo much dif- 
gufted as either the one or the other would 
have been, if the terms had been explicit : and 
the bull was at length received by the emperor 
and the French king, as well as by Philip, and 
the other catholic princes $ who all gave orders 

19 
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tf o^o It to the Eccltfiaftics in their dominions to repair 
u--s^-«^ to Trent at the time appointed. 

The pro. In the bull, only biftiops, abbots, and others 

fufc irt at-' entitled to vote by the rules- and ancient prac- 

ccwacji! tice of the church, were fummoned to attend* 

But an invitation was carried to the fev^al pro- 

teftant powers, by two nuncios, Martinengo 

and Commendone* 

«eif«t. The protcftant princes in Germany werr, 
on this occafion, affembled at Naumburgh, in 
Upper Saxony ; and to that place the emperor 
lent three ambafladofs, to fecond the nuncios 
in their invitation. To the Imperial ambafla* 
dors, the princes replied in terms expreflive 
of their refpeft for Ferdinand. They thanked 
him for the folicitude which he difcovered in 
their behalf; and faidj that nothing would be 
tnore agreeable to them than a general council, 
provided it were calculated to heal the divi- 
Cohs of the thurch. But no (lich defirable 
efFefti diey thought, could be expefted from 
the council to which they wete now invited ; 
which was called by one whofe authority they 
could not acknowledge i and in which (as ap- 
peared frorh the bull of convocation)' only thofe 
were to have decilive voices, who had iWorn 
llliqjgiancc to* the pope^ and the fee of Rome* 

Thi 
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The nuncios however were brought in> and * ^J> ^ 
briefs were delivered by them from the pope to c— %X *i 
each of the princes j but thefe briefe were oft '*^ 
the next day returned unopened, with the fol- 
lowing declaration : ^^ That as diey did not 
acknowledge any jurifdi&ion in the bilhop 
of RoiTie> there was no reafon why they fhould ^ 
explain to him their fentiments of the coun-^ 
cil, which they had already done to the em- 
peror %" 

From Naumburg the nuncios fet out foi^ 
England and Denmark $ but they were obliged 
to ftop fhort, Martinengo in the Low-Coun-« 
tries, and Commendone at Lubee) the latter 
having been forbid to proceed by Frederic^ 
and the former by Elizabeth, both of whonx 
had refolved to give no encouragement to the 
intended council. 

The opinion which the proteftants enter- The Cotfn^ 
tained of the finifter intentions of the pope was rt^t^lni 
fully juftified by the event. In the very firft '^/^i^ 
decree of the firft fcflion, when many cf the ""^j^"^' 
prelates were not yet arrived^ his legates, whet 
prefided in this aflembly, procured it to be 
caafted, that they only fhould propofe the fe- 
veral queftions to be difcuiTed j and thus thcy^ 
made at once effedhial proyilien againft all at-<i 

« Paul, lib. V. 

tempts 
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• ^ o K tempts to corrcft any of the numberlefs abufes 
^ — ^^— ' in the court of Rome, for remedying which the 
'^ • meeting of the council had been delired. 
Againft this decree Philip and the other princes 
remonilrated in the moft importunate manner, 
and employed their intereft, both with the pope 
and in the council, to procure the repeal of it. 
But all their endeavours were ineffedlual. 
Their ibiicitude on this head ferved only to 
confirm Pius in his fulpicions of their having 
formed a defign to encroach on his authority. 
He eluded their applications with confummate 
artifice, and fent orders to the legates to make 
all the oppofition in their power to ,any propo- 
fal whioh^ might be made for annulling the 
decree. 

va«tt. This did not prevent feveral of the prelates 

IbTid^'i^e from endeavouring to perfuade the council to 
^«^rof th« gfl-^buflj certain points, fuch as the divine in- 
ftitution and the refidency of bifhops, which 
would have ftruck deep at the root of the papal 
power. The pope, from whom the legates re- 
ceived inftfuftions on every difficult emergen- 
cy, ^as kept in perpetual anxiety; and he 
fometimes thought of fuddenly diflblving an 
aflcmbly which he found fo difficult to keep 
within the bounds that he prefcribed. But, by 
unremitted vigilance and attention, by threat- 
ening fome prelates with his difpleafurc, by 

flattering 
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flattering dthers, and heaping pro'mifcs upon 
Aem of advancement in the church ; and above 
all, by means of the great number of Italian ^^^' 
bilhops ^i who depended entirely on his favour^ 
lie fecuredi in every queftion; a majority of 
voices; and not only prevented any decifion 
from being paflfed that might be detrimental to 
his authorityj biit procured the ratification of 
many of thefe ecclefiaftical ufurpations which 
the princes, who had been fo fblicitous for the 
convocation of the council,^ had cxpefted would 
have been abolifhed and condemned; Thefci 
princes were greatly difappointed andchslgrined; 
Their* ambafladorsj as well as the prelates, com- 
plainedj that the council, far fh)m enjoying 
freedom, were fettered in all their deliberations 
by the fecret orders which were daily lent from 
Rome : and on this headj rcmonftrahces were 
made again and again to the pope himfelf, who 
fometimes voUchfafed a foft, evafive reply; 
and at other times, appearing to be greatly 
offended, afferted that the council was at per- 
feft liberty; and hfiniiated, that the true fource 
of all the difcontent on this head was, that the 
ambaffadors of the princes had not the power 
of diftating the decrees. 

* Many of them were fo poor, that he was obliged to dc- 
irky the expences of their attendance. 

VoLvL N WfJAT- 
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BOOK Whativeh ground there was for this infi- 
V- J . ^ nuation^ the deliberations of the council were 
'**^ conduftcd in the fame manner as before^ till at 
length Pius, grown impatient under the perpe- 
tual attention and expence which it required 
from him, fcnt orders to his legates to bring it 
coBcinnoii as loon as pofEble to a conclufion* And it was 
di. concluded accordingly, with the moil: indecent 

'^ *' precipitation, towards the end of the year one 
thoufand five hundred and fixty-three, without 
any confiderablc oppofition from the princes, 
who had long defpaired of deriving from it any 
of thofe falutary ciFefts which had been ex- 
pcftcd *. They perceived that the pope's in- 
fluence over it was not to be controuled; and 
forefaw that the continuance of it muft fcrve 
only to augment a*id ftrengthen his authority, 
which it had been their intention to circum- 
The uft dc- fcribc* Of this they had the moft convincing 
evidence in the concluding fcffion, in which 
two decrees were paflcd that had not been 
mentioned before, and were manifeftly defigncd 
as an .acknowledgment of the fubordination of 
the council to the Holy See. One of thcfc was. 
That application Ihoirid be made to the pope 
for his confirmation of. the decrees^ and the 

* The aCb were fobC^ribed by the 4 iegaU$» z cardmais, 
3 patriarchs* 25 archbiihops, 26S biihops, 7 abbota, 7 gene- 
ral! or regulars, and 59 proxies* Paalp lib* viiu 

Other, 
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other. That whatever exprtllions had been em* ^ ^^ ^ 

ployed in any of thp decrees^ were to be un- ^ J --^ 
derftcfpd Without prejudice to the pope's au'- '^^^' 
thority* 

Pius itjoked exdecdingly when tit was in- -J^^, 

formed of the diflblution of the council, and jor on tbu / 



ftill more when he received intelligence of thefe 
its laft decrees. He ordained, on thij occafion^ 
a foiemn thankfgiving i and in the confiftory 
declared, that he would confirm all the decrees, 
and add many refomutions to thofe which had 
been enaded by the councili By thefe reforaia-^ 
tions, ibrhe of his courtiers apprehended that 
the profits ariiing from their offices would be 
diminiihed i and they employed all their influ* 
ence to difluade him from his purpofe. Pius 
had no intention to introduce any alterations 
of which they had reafon to be afraid; but he 
confi^ercd, that his refufing to confirm the de- 
crees would be interpreted as a £ondemnatioii 
of tjie Council ; that all its ads would be; there- 
by brought into difirepute^ and that occafion 
Daight theiice be taken, by the French and 
Qthers, to hold national afiemblies^ And he 
confidered li^ewife^ that it would depend en*^ 
titely upon himfelf to determine, h&w far zny 
particular decree Ihould be carried into execu- 
tion. For thefe reafons he difregarded the tihhubit 
objeftioM of his courtiers, and publiihed his ci<m. 
N a ' buU 
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btiU of confirmation, with the ufual formaKtics^ 
requiring all prelates and princes to receive and 
enforce the decrees of the holy council of 
Trent i prohibiting all perfons, whether lay- 
men or ecclefiaftics, from writing any explica- 
tion of them under the form of notes or com- 
mentaries j and commanding the catholics every 
where to have rccourfe, in aH dubious cafes^ to 
the Apoftolic See. 

This bull was addrcfled only to the catho- 
lics J for Pius did not expeft that any greater 
regard would be paid to it by the proteftants 
than they had fhewn to his bull of convocation. 
The whole conduft of the council had, from 
the beginning, been calculated to widen, in- 
ftead of clofing, that breach which fubfifted 
between them and the Roman church. The 
ancient religion was now more clearly afcer- 
tained. Its doftrines, the offspring of fubtle 
fophiftry, artifice, and prefiwuption, were for- 
mally defined ; its rites, which had crept intcy 
the church in the dark ages of ignorance and 
fuperftition, were now made an eflcntial part of 
worlhip; and anathemas were pronoiinced 
againft all pcrfons by whom either the former 
or the latter were not embraced. By this im- 
politic conduft the proteftants were more clearly 
inftrufted where to direft. their attack; and in 
tKofe abfurditzes, into which men muft fall who 

ventijre 
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venture to dogmatife on fubjcds fo myfterious ® ^^ ^ 
as many articles of the chriftian faith, they 
often found abundant matter of viftory and 
triumph. No conceflions of any kind had been 
made by the council, in order to reconcile 
them i but all their dodtrincs had been indif- 
criminately condemned ; and henceforth all 
ground of hope was cut off of ever inducing 
thcip to return into the bofom of the churchy 
by any other Tn^ins buf open fgrce and perfe*- 
cution. 



Pius flattered himfelf that thefe means would The drcwi 

r 1 /v n "1 1 1 rfjedld by 

looner or later prove effectual 5 and was there- the court of 



fore little concerned at the qondudt of the pro- 
teftants with relpedt to the council. He was 
much more deeply affected by the ill -humour 
which tbG queen-mother and minifters of France 
difcovered on the prefcnt occafion. They had 
been fomewhat difgufted at the little regard 
that had been fhewn to their defire, of having 
the council declared to be anew council. They 
were difpleafed with the decrees of reformation, 
by fome of which the ecclefiaftical jurifdiftion 
was extended beyond its former bounds ; and 
they were highly diffatisfied with the tacit ac- 
knowledgmenf contained in the concluding 
decrees, of the fuperiority of the pope above 
councils i an opinion which in France had been 
always impugned and rejected. Influenced by 
N 3 thefe 
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thefe confiderations> and defirous at the fame 
time of avoiding to give any frelh occafion of 
'^^ d%ontent to the Calvinifb, the French court 
(although eameftly folicited by Pius) refuftdto 
receive and publifh the decrees '• 

Tfcey aie Pius had reafon to apprehend that the ex- 
^uupTantf ample of fo great a monarchy would be imitated 
u?|riMiir ^Y ^^ ^^^^ catholic powers. But he had the 
pleafure of receiving information from his nun* 
cios, that not only the Republic of Venice, and 
the feveral Italian princes, but inoft of the ca« 
tholic princes in Germany, and the king, of 
Spain, had refolved to acknowledge the autho- 
rity of the councilt 

Is forming this refolution, Philip gave a 
Itriking proof of that zeal which he fo uniformly 
felt, or affefted, for the catholic religion and 
the Holy See. No prince was ever more jea- 
lous of his power, or more tenacious of his 
rights J upon fome of which encroachments 
had been made in the decrees of reformation. 
During the celebration of the council, he had 
complained loudly of the dependance in which 
it was held by the pope j he had again and again 
endeavoured, but in vain, to get that firft de- 
cree refcinded, by which the legates alone 

' Father Pad, lib. v, vi, vii, ?iii. 

could 
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could propofc the queftions to be difcuffed j 
and he had likewife been highly oiffended with 
the pope's precipitate diflblution of the coun- 
cil, ih which rhcafure He had neither been con- 
fulted, nor had any delay been granted at his 
ambalTidor's reoucft, To thefe caufes of alie- »!*««« of 

* • . t precedence 

nation. Pius added another, which might have between the 

aiii(>afl«dora 

been attended with the hioft ferious confe- •fFrince 
quenecs, by determining a diipute for prece- lunJi^^ 
dence between the Spanilh and French ambaf- f^^ 
fadors at Rome, in favour of the latter. To 
decide this point, which was of fo delicate a 
nature, at Q} critical a juncShire, the pontiff 
was induced, pardy by the hopes of prevailing 
on the court of France to receive the decrees of 
the council, and partly by his dread that, if the 
young king were not gratified in this matter, 
his counfellors would advifc him to break off 
all connexion with Rome, and to commit the 
fupreme ecclefiaftical authority in the kingdom 
to a patriarch of his own eleftion. 

Pius ordered his nuncio to explain thefe 
motives to the catholic king, and fpared no 
pains to convince him of the neceffity of the 
ftep" which he had taken; nor were his en- 
deavours altogether ineffeftual, Philip did 
not, indeed, for fome time, fend any ambafla- 
dor to Rome in the place of Don Louis de Rer 
quefens, who left it when the point of prece- 
N 4 deuce 
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® ^^ ^ dcncc was decided i but being determinedj if 

^ — V — ' pofliblc, to live on amicable terms with the 

'^ ^ . Holy See, he rcfolyed to ftiflc his refentmcnt. 

Nor did he fofFer it to influence his conduct 

with regard to the decrees of die cpuncil, which, 

although they were not entirely conformable to 

his wifhes, yet would contribute, he believed, 

in fome meafure, to prevent the progrefs of hc- 

refy s and therefore he iffued orders, without 

hefitation, to have them received and qbeyed 

luiy. throughout all his dominions '. 

f Cabrera, lib. vi. c. i^. Pallavicinii lib, xxiv. cap. i2« 
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PHILIPS attention was, foon after this, book 
called to objefts of a very diifferent nature . ^' , 
from thofc by which, during the fitting of the ^s^s; 
council, it had been engrofled. The fuccefs of teatiom of 
his enterprife againft Pennon de Velez, having lg!inftphi- 
given gFcat iineafinefs to all the piratical ftates, kJiJJi^ii 
they had endeavoured to engage the Sultan to **^*^ 
undertake the recovery of that fort ; and had 
intreated him to employ fuch a fleet and army 
as might be fufficient to expel the Spaniards 
from the coaft of Africa. Solyman was at the 
fanrie time carncftly folicited by great numbers 
of his fubjefts, to take vengeance on the 
knights of Malta, who, befides co-operating 
with the Spaniards in all their African expedr- 

tions» 
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tionsj ftiU candniftd to exercife their wonted 
Hoftilities againft the Turks at fea^ and had of 
late made innumerable c^tures. 

This prince was of himfelf as much incenfcd 
both againft the former and the latter of thefe 
bis enemies ; as any of kis fubje£fcs could defires 
and notwithftanding his great age, he was in- 
flamed as itiuch as ever with the ambition of 
extending his dominions. He therefore lent a 
willing ear to the folicitations which he now 
received I and having fufpended all his other 
purfuitSj he refolved to turn his whole attention 
againft the Maltefe and Spaniards. But he he- 
fitated whether he fhould begin his operations 
with invading Malta, or the dominions of the 
catholic king; and to affift him in deciding 
;his point, he held a council of his moft expe- 
fieftced commanders, 

Mahomet, the oldeft and wifeft of all his 
Baiha^ was of opinion, that it would be highly 
inexpedient to begin with invading Malta; in 
fubduing which, he faid, the Sultan would find 
infimtely greatfer difficulty than he had encoun- 
tered formerly in the conqucft of Rhodes. 
The latter of thefe iflands, he obferved, lay at 
ib great a diftance from Europe, as had made 
it almoft impoffible for the chriftians to fend 
tfliftance to the befieged; and was befides fo 

large 
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large and fertile as to furnilh fub(iftence to thfc > ^^^ » 
Turkifli troops, Whcrcgs the former was frhall '^—^ v^ 
and barren s fo fir from the PortCj and fo ncair '^*** 
to Sicily and Itsdy^ tiiat the knights could caMy 
receive from thence perpetual fuccours and fup^ 
plies. The king of Spain was deeply cbnv 
ccrned in their prefervation ; and he> and other 
Chriftian princes, would, from religion as well 
as intereft, think themfelves bound to fupport 
an order of men whom they had long regarded 
as the champions of their faith. The knights 
would defend their ifland with the utmoft ob- 
ftinacy. And even although the Sultan fhould 
at laft get pofleiBon of it, yet a new crufade, 
would be formed by the chriftians for its reco- 
very, and the Turkifli fleet would be deftroyed 
in the harbours, before it could be put into a 
pofture of defence. Sicily, bethought, would 
be a much eafier and more certain conqueft. 
The redudtion of that ifland would conduce 
more to the Sultan's glory, as well as to the 
intereft: of his empire 5 and it would be quickly 
followed by the reduftion of the knights of 
Malta, who could not fubfift a fingle feafon 
with6ut thofe continual fupplies of provifion 
which that more fertile region afforded them. 



A PRINCE of fo great penetration as Soly- So!vm*n». 
man could not be infenfible of the weight of giawiihtiit 
thefe confiderations ; but having been long ac- R^^ti. 

cuftomed 
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cuftomed to triumph over much more formi- 
dable enemies than the knights of Malta^ and 
having formerly expeljed the knights them- 
fclves from Afia, when their ppwer was more 
confiderable than at prefent, he believed that 
they could not long refift his vidtorious arms^ 
In this confidence of fuccefs he was confirmed 
by moft of the Bafhas, who chofe rather to flat- 
ter his inclinations at the cxpcncc of his inte- 
reft, than to run the rifque of incurring his 
difplcafure. His refentment againft the knights 
was greatly heightened at this time by the cap- 
ture of a rich galleon belonging to fome of his 
greateft favourites in the Seraglio. Theic per- 
fons exerted all their influence to procure a 
fpeedy vengeance, and contributed to deter- 
mine the Sultan to open the campaign with the 
fiege of Malta ; after the conqueft of which he 
refolved to turn his arms againft the king of 
Spain. 

Hif pre^i. Having thus fixed his purpofc, he ifluecK 
ir«iojn. orders for equipping all the fhips in his empire 
with the utmoft expedition ; fent a great num- 
ber of troops to the fea^ports in the Morea, 
where he intended they fliould embark j and 
defired Hafcem and Dragut, his viceroys in 
Algiers and Tripoli, to hold their corfairs 
ready to join his fleet when it fhould arrive at 
Ivlalta. He gave the command of the fleet to 

JPiali. 
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Fiali, and that of the land forces to Muftapha^ 
an experienced general^ at the age of fixty-five, 
who had acquired his efteem and confidence 
by feveral viftories which he had obtained in 
Afia. To thefe men he recommended ftrong- 
ly the ading in concert with each other ; and 
required them to confult in every matter of. 
importance with Dragut, whom . he regard- 
ed as the ableft naval officer in his domi- 
nions. 

The news of his preparations foon reached ^ ^•'«*** 
the feveral chriftian powers on the coaft of the ««*» of 
Mediterranean. But they were for fome time 
in doubt where the ftorm which was gathering 
would burft. At length John de la Valette 
Parifot, the grand-mafter of Malta^ received 
certain information of Solyman's defign, from 
Ipics whom he employed at Conftantinople. 
He immediately communicated his intelligence 
to the king of Spain, the pope, and moft of the 
other chriftian princes i and reprefented to 
them the neceffity of granting their aflift- 
ance at the prefent crifis, if they would fav6 
from ruin an order of men whole bravery had 
for ages paft been continually exerted in the; 
proteftion of chriftians of every nation ia 
Europe, againft the implacable, enemy of the 
chriftian name. , 

But 
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But although the fubjeds df almoft eveiy 
chriftian ftate had^ on numbcrlds occaik>ns# 
f h^iiVt*!^. been fbpported by their generofity, and pro^ 
S^"ih^ teftcd, or rcfcucd from flavcry, by their intre- 
ka'ikt^ pid valour, yet only fuch princes thought it in- 
cumbent on them to intereft thcmfclves in their 
behalf whofe territories lay expofed to imme- 
diate danger. Of thcfe no one had fo much 
ground to dread the confequcnces of fufFering 
the knights to be overwhelmed, as the king 
of Spain* For befides that his dominions were 
more expofed> he was much niore obnoxious 
to the Sultan, than stiiy father chriftian mo- 
narch* He had repeatedly committed hpftili- 
ties againft the African corfairs, whom Soly- 
tpan h^d taken under his prote6bion ; and he 
could not call in queftion the intelligence tranf- 
mitted to him by the grand-mafter, that as the 
Turkifli armament was to be fent firft againft 
the knightSi it would be employed next againft 
himfelfrf Philip had ever looked on Malta as 
his principal bulwark againft the invafions. of 
the Turks ; and he S;<ras fenfiWe that he had 
jaow more reafon than ever to confxder ft ia 
that view^ Prompted by thefe motives, he tc^ 
iblved to exert himfelf with yigout in its de** 
^ ^ fence ; and having written to his miniftcrs and 
allies in Itaiyy to form an aarmy of twenty' 
. \ thoufand men, which ihoUld be ready to cm- 
bark on the fliorteft notice^ he afleitibled Sr 

numerous^ 
7 
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numerbus fieet s(t Meflipa^ and lent inftniAiQas ' %2 ^ 
to Don Garcia de Toledo^ the viccioy of Skilf » 
to tFatch ovdr the prefervation of Malta ^frkh 
the fame foUcitude aa if Sicily it&lf were ^o be 
attacked^ 

Thj? zeal with which Philip cfpoufcd the Jj^**** 
caufe of the knights^ delivered them from their tttity ua 
anxiety with regard to the final iffue of the '***^^ 
warj but did not prevent the grand'-mafter 
from exerting his a&ivity and vigilance in pre- 
paring for a vigorous defence. Be0des fend* 
iiig ^ general fummons to the knights diipecfed 
throughout the feveral provinces in £ur(^)e» 
to repair inibntly to Malta ; he diftributed all 
the inhabitants of the ifland capable of bearii^ 
arms into companies> and appointed the knighta 
to train them in the feveral branches of mills, 
tary difcipline. He cauf^ two tho\ifand troops 
to be levied by his agents in Italy» and kept 
all the ihips belonging to the order^ perpetually 
employed in importing armsj military ftores^ 
and provifions. 

Ik obedience to his fiimmons^ al^ the knightl 
haftened to his afliftancei except fuch as were 
prevented by age or infinnities ; and thefe iup» 
pHed their perfonal fervices^ by (ending him all 
the money which they could raife out of the 
efieifh; belonging to their. convents. Before 

the 
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* ^^^ ^ the arriyal of the encncfjr, he tevitWti hi6 flA'cesy 
^ ■ V " ^ and found that they amounted to ierehliuiidrect 
^* knights and eight thoufand five htmdred fot* 
diers, including two con^nies of Spaniards 
which were fent to him from Sicily .♦ Thefe 
troops, aftcr.a fblemn religious proccffion, and 
partaking of the holy facrament, he diftributed 
^mong the Icriights j and j^fEgned to^ df them 
their proper ftations. In the midft of the mvl-: 
tiplicity of affairs which demanded his atten- 
tion, there was nothing omitted Which human 
prudence could provide. He was continually 
employed either in vifiting the pdfts^ of Ex- 
amining the ftores, or firengthening the fytti^ 
fications, or inftru£ttng the dtf c^rs> as to €he 
condii£t prc^r to be obferved in caie ^ atv 
attack. The wifdom difplayed in his idan'^of . 
defence, inljpiretd, bis^ troops with confidence; 
and his tranquillity, and fortitude comn^dfliflt: 
cated to them an elevation of mind, whicfc 
' rendered them, fuperior to every calamity ih$i 
could befal them. . ' "^t ' 

r"-: - . X /a: ; 
Arrini of At length the Turkifh fleet having lefi Con- . 
It M«?u * ftanti;iople in the end of March, . arrived in i^t , 
t?pt«f qf^fekasboutdicmiddkofMayi confifting:^- 
^"*'' more than two hundred fait Jnd. having -ow^ 

btoard,. befides a great number of chrifti4ii , 
flav;es, defigned to ferve as pioneers, above 
forty thoufand land fortes,, compofed chiefly 

8 of. 
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ofJanilTaries and Spahis, the bravcft foldiers ®^^^ 
of the Ottoman empire. This formidable army c--^-.^ 
landed at fome diftance from II Borgo % and ^^ ^* 
foon afterwards iprcad themfelves dvfer the 
country; fetting fire to the villagesi putting 
the peafants to the fword, and carrying ofFiuch 
of the cattle, a§> notwithftanding the orders of 
the grand-mafter, had not been fecurcd within 
the forts and towns* 

While the Turks w^re thus employed. La 
Valette fent out De Copier, marflial of the Or- 
der, with two hundred horfe and fix hundred 
foot, to watch their motions. £)e Copier, an. 
officer of great experience, executed his com- 
miflion with fo much prudence and vigour, that 
by falling unexpectedly on detached parties, he 
cut off one thoufand five hundred of the Turks> 
with the lofs of only about eighty men* But 
La Valette intended, by permitting thefe Ikir*- 
milhes, only to make trial of his troops, and to 
accuftom them to the looks and fhouts of the 
enemy. He confidered that even fo fmall a 
lofs as was occafioped by thefe rencounters, 
was more than he could ealily fupport. He 
therefore recalled De Copier, and ient the fol^ 
dicrs and knights under his command to their 
refpedive pofts.. 

■ The town where the ftrcjigth of the ordet was concen- 
tered. 

Vol. L O . T«« 
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The Turicifti general held a council of waf 
as foon as all his troops were landed, to aflift 
Thilkr tf hi"^ i^ rcfolvirig where he Ihouid begrn feis at-^ 
St. Eim©. ^^j^ Piafi, agreeably to what he underftood 
to have been the Sultan's inftfa£tions> was of 
opinion that they ought not to enter upon 
a£tion till Dragut Ihould arrive- But Muftapha 
having received information of the kiitg of 
Spain's preparations, thougjit that 'fomething 
mpft be done inftantly for the fecurity of the 
Heet ; which lay at prefent in a creek where it 
Was expofed to the violence of the eaft wind, 
and might be attacked with great advantage 
i)y the Spaniards. On this account he was of 
opinion, that they fliould immediately lay fiege 
to a fort called St. Elmo, which ftood ^n a neck 
of Itad near II Borgo, having the principal har- 
bour on one fide of it, and on the other, ano- 
ther harbour largfe enough to contain the whole 
Beet in fafety. This propofal was approved by 
a majority of the council, and Muftapha pro- 
ceeded without delay to carry it into execution. 
tie v^nly expeftcd that he would *be able to 
Difficuitiet deduce the fort in a few days. But befides the 
the fiegc. valour witfi which it was defended, there were 
two ' circunfiflances which greatly augmented 
the difficulty of his enterprife; oneofthefc was, 
that the garrifon could eafily receive fupplies 
-from the town, -aerofe the grieat harbour, which 
was fecured by two forts, called St. Angelo and 
^ - 6 - ^'St. 
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St. Micbaelj or I^ Sanies and the other, that 
his approaches to the fort were retarded by the 
feature of the road leading to it, which was 
either a bare rock, or the rock thinly covered 
with a ftony foil* This laft inconvenience he 
remedied, by fubftituting in the place of 
trenches, a pkrapet formed of planks and 
beams covered on the fide towards the fort 
. with earth, which they brought from a diftance, 
and mixed with draw and rufhes* By this in^ 
vention, he was enabled to open a battery 
mourned with his l^geft cannon, on the fixth 
or.feventh dgy after his arrival on the ifland; 
and he quickly convinced the governor, the 
bailiff of Negrqpont, that it would be impof- 
iible for him to hold out long* Of this the st. t\mo 

1. . /. . , thought «n« 

governor gave immediate information to the tenable by 
grand-mafter, and made choice of a knight of ^»*"*^*"* 
the name of La Cerda for his meffenger. This 
n^an> greltly . difturbed by fear, exaggerated 
the danger which he had been fent to reprefent, 
and had the imprudence zq tell the grand- 
mailer, in the pr^ifence of many of the knights, 
that he touft not exped that the place would 
fuftain the fiege above a week longer. ** And 
what lofs," faid La Valette, '* have you re- 
ceived that ip^^s yotilbfoondefpair?" ** The 
fori;," replied La Cerda, " is to be confidered 
as a fick perfon^ greatly reduc^j who miift 

*eQsivpcwtia«Mri?niedj^sa»d/HPP^^^^^ "I 
O a . myfclf,^ 
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myfelf/* anfwered the grand-mafter with great 
indignation, " will be the phyfician ; and will 
'^ ^* bring others along with me, who, if they can- 
not cure you of your fear, will at leaft preferve 
the fort from falling into the hands of the, in- 
fidels." 

The f rani- La VAtETTB did not cxpcft that a place 
foufor'dT' which was neither ftrong, nor large enough to 
^thtuL'^ *** admit a numerous garrifon, could be defended 
long againft fo great a force as was employe^ to 
reduce it; but he thought it neceffary that the 
fiege of xhis fort Ihould be prolonged as much as 
poflible, in order to give the viceroy of Sicily 
time to come to his relief. With this view he 
rcfolved to throw himfelf into St. Elmo with 
a feleft body of troops^ and he was prepar- 
ing tofct out when the whole body of knights 
remonftratcd with fuch earneft importunity 
againft his leaving the town, that he at laft 
confented'to fufFer the reinforcement which he 
had prepared, to be conduddd to the fort'fty 
a knight, called DeMcdrani upon whofc coa- 
.du£t and intrepidity he could rely with the raoft 
aflured confidence. 

Procrefs of NoT loftg nftcr Dc Medran's arrival in the 
tbcfiegc. Y^j.^^ jj^ garrifon made a vigorous fally,^ in 

which they <lrove the enemy from their in- 

jtfenchment^-and pm a number of- them to 

\ . the 
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the fword. But the reft foon recovered from * 9^^ ^ 
their ftirprife, and having returned to the ^--..1— i 
chargey tjiey confipelled the Chriftians to re- *^ ^' 
tife. In' this rencounter, the vigorous efforts 
of the J-aniifaries were favoured by the wind, 
which blew the fmoke of the guns upon the 
fort, and covered the befieged with a thick 
cloud, through which it was impoDible to dif- 
cerh the operations of the enemy. 'This inci- 
dent the Turks had the prefence of mind to 
improve to great advantage. They feized, 
unperttrved, upon the countericarp, made a 
lodgmfrtt there with beams, woolfacks, and 
gabiorisj and raifed a battery upon it with in- 
credible 'expediri6n- After the fmoke was dif- 
peffed, 'the befleged beheld what had been 
done: with much aftoniihment; and they* were 
the mofb difquieted as the fortification which 
the Turts.had raifed upon the counterfcarp, 
overtoped a ravelin which lay near it,* iii which 
the'befieged could no longer appear with fafety. 
They'Yolblved however to defend this navielin 
as?lcaig us poffiblc, whatever it fhoirld: coft 
thera-J. '.-IT.: ^. , > .. 

In the mean time Dra^ut and another noted Arrival of 

^ y Dragttt, 

cbrfair called Uluchiali arrived with twenty 
galHeSy having, >efides flaves and feamen, two 
thoiafaiid five hundred troops on board. This 
reinforcement and the prefente of Dragut added 
O 3 frefh 
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^%^^^ frefh vigour to the operations of the fiege. This 
V->^-*'> gallant corfair fexpofed himfelf oh all octafions 
^ ^' with the utmoft intrepidity i fpeht whole days 
in the trenches; and as, befides his 6thef ex- 
traordinary talents, he was particularly fldlful 
in the management of artillery, he caufed fome 
hew batteries to be raifed in more advantageous 
lituations than had hitherto been made choice 
of $ and kept up a continual fire both upon the 
ravelin abovementioned^ and a cavalier that 
tovered the fort, and was one of its principal 
defences, 

Pfogreft of This cavalier foon became the onl]^ defence 
which could prevent the befiegers from coming 
up to the very foot of the wall. Some Turk* 
iih engineers having approached the ravelin at 
day-break, to examine the effefts of their artil- 
lery, they obferved a gun-port To low, that one 
of them, when mounted on the flioulders of 
another, looked into it, and faw the chriftiw 
fpldiers lying on the ground afleep. Of this 
they gave immediate informa;tion to the troopsi 
who, advancing as quickly and filently as pof- 
fible, and clapping ladders to the gun-hole, 
got up into the ravelin, and cut nioft of the 
chriftian3 to pieces/ 

Between this ravelin and the cavalier lay tKe 
ditch, over which the befieged had. thrown a 

temporary 
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cemporaiy bridge of planks, leading up to the 
cavalier. The Turks perceiving this, leapt 
inftaiTitly upon the bridge,, and attempted tQ '^^ 
make thcmfelves mafters gf the cavalier, as tl;iey 
had already done of the ravelin. But the gar- 
rifojn was pow alarnned 1 the braved of the 
knights haftened from different quarter^ to the 
poft of danger; and, aft^r ap obftinate en- 
gagement, they compelled the T^rks to retire 
into the rs^velin- There the Janiflaries ob- 
ferving another way of reaching the cavalier, 
by a path from the bottom of the ditch, they 
rhrQw themftlves down without dread or hefi- . 
tatipn i an4 having afcen/^ed by this path to the 
other fidcjj they renewed their attack with 
greater fury than ever. Tlxq combat lafted 
from funrrife till noQO, when th? invincible 
bravpry of the garrifon proved at laft viftoriou^, 
A-boxif twefity knigji^s and a hundre4 Ipldicr^ 
were^ Xiiki^ ^^ l)^^f th^ee thpyiand of tbp 
micmy,^ . 

As -die ravelin was open on the fide towards, 
the foft, the befieged pointed ibme cannoj^ 
againil it, and miade gre^t havoc a^iiong t|i^ 
ingdejis. $ut Muft^pha, feafible of the valvif 
of the acquifition which he ha4 made, pourp4 
in frelh foldiers without number ; and the 
piooeers coming forward with wopl-facks, 
planks^ md ga/bions, put the troops at length 
O \ In 
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* ^vt^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ *^ prcrent critical (late of 
\ — wr— ^ their affairs. For he was credibly informed 
*^ ^* that the Sicilian viceroy had declared, that if the 
fort of St. Elmo were loft (as he could not then 
attack the Turkscwith the iame advantage as at 
prefent), he woukl not expofe hh fleet to the 
riik of a defeat for the fake of the reft of the 
ifland. And on this account La Yalette fub-> 
joined, that the prefervation of the Order de« 
pended almoft entirely on the length of the 
prcfent fiege. This he repreiented to the che* 
vilier De Medran, and fcnt him back with in- 
ftru&ions to rofnind the knights of the vow 
which they took at their entrance into the 
Or(}er,.of facrificing their lives fiar it3 defence. 
He likewife bade him affure them^ in his n^mcp 
that he would not fail to fend them fuch rein^ 
forcements as they ibould ftand in need of, and 
Was determined, as foon as it 0iould beneceflary, 
to come himfelf to their afliftance^ with a fixed, 
unalterable purpofe to lay down his life, fooner 
than deliver the fort into the hands of the In=f 
fidels. 

This amfwer had the defircd eff^ft on fevcral 
^the knights, ^uid particularly ^on thofe whofe 
principles of honour and attachment to the 
Order were (:oixfif med by y^rs, But ^e greater 
part of them were much difiatisfied. They 
thought the gr2U>d^<n^flcr*a treatment of *them 

harfh 
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harfh and cruel, and wrote him a letter, fub- 
fcribcd by fifty-three, in which, after repeat- 
ing their fomner requeft, they informed him, '^ ^ 
that if he did not, on the next night, fend 
boats to carry them to the town, they were de* 
termined to faily out into the Turkifh camp, 
where they might fall honourably by the fword, 
inftead of fuffering fuch an ignominious death 
as they had reafon to cstpecl, if the fort were 
tdl<:en by ftorm. 

To this letter La Valette replied, «< That they 
were much miftakcn, if they expefted to fatisfy 
their honour by throwing away their lives; 
Unci it was no Icfs their duty to fubmit to his 
authority, than to facrifice their lives in defencfc 
of the Order: that the prefervation of the whole 
depended on their prefent obedience to his 
commands : that no aid was to be expeftcd 
from Spain, if the fort were given up ; and that, 
if he Ihould yield to their requeft, and bring 
them to the town, the town itfelf would then 
be immediately inverted, and they, as well as 
the reA, foon afterwards reduced to a fituation 
more defperate than that from which they were 
fo felicitous to efcape, by deferting an iitipor- 
tant ftation which they had undertaken to de- 
fend." Befides this letter, he ftht three com-- 
milTioners to examine the ftate of the fortifica- 
tions; intending by this'meafure, eidier to gain 

time. 
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time, or to prevent the garrifon from finking 
into defpair* 

Thesb comraiflioners differ, widely in the ac- 
counts which they del;yered at their, return. 
Two of them thought it impoflible to defend 
the fort much longer* But the third, named 
Conftantine Caftroit, a Greek prince, dcicend- 
cd from the famous Albanian hero, Sanderbcg, 
whether from ignorance, or confcioufnefs of 
greater refources in his native courage than the 
other two poffefled, maintained that the garri- 
fon was far from being reduced to the laft ex- 
tremity; and t6 give proof how firmly he was 
perfuaded of the truth of what he faid, he 
offered to enter the fort himfelf,' and to under- 
take the defence of it with fuch troops as iKould 
be willing to accompany him. 

The grand-mafter, ftrongly imprefltd 'with 
a fenfe of the neceffity of pro tracing the" fltr^e, 
immediately accepted this offer, arfd befbiieii^d 
the higheft encomiums on' Caftriot's *tetf kfid 
refolution".^ Nor did Caflriot find any difff^iilty 
in perfuading a ilifficierit number to attl^hd 
him, who were ho fefs zealoiSs' and felcdhte 
than himfelf. The foldiers crowded to his 
ftandard, and were emulous to have their 
names inrolled for that dangerous ^"fcrvice in 
which he had engaged. '^ ^ " '- 

4 When 
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When La Vdette faw the fpirit by which 
thefe merl were animated, and had no longer 
any doubt of being able, by their means, to 
prolong the fiege of the fort, he fent a letter 
to the knights, acquainting them, that he was 
now willing to give them their difcharge ; and 
would immediately fend another garrifon, into 
whofe hands, he defired, they fhould be ready 
to deliver up the fort, and come themfelves to 
the town in the boats in which their fucceflbrs 
were to be tranfported. '^ You, my bre- 
thren," continued he, " may be in greater 
fafety here than in your prefent fituation ; and 
I fhall then feel lefs anxiety for the preferva- 
tion of the fort, although I think it of fo great 
importance, that on the prefervation of it, 
that of our Order feems entirely to depend." 

The contents and ftyle of this letter afFefted 
the, knights in the moft fenfible manner, and 
roufed within them that delicate fenfe of ho- 
nour,:, by .which ^e Order had been fo long 
aad fij eminently tiiftinguifhed. They dreaded 
tl^i^ r^eption which. they were about to meet 
with from the gxand-maftcr and the other 
.knights: " And (bould this new garrifon,'* 
faid they to each other, ^^ which is appointed 
to fucceed us, be fortunate enough to hold out 
till the Spaniards arrive, in what corner of the 
e^rth Ihall we conceal qur infamy?'! They rd* 

folved 
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• ^^ * folvcd without hefitation to remitiJi in tht fort 
V- V ■ > till eveiy mm &ovld perifli, rather thai^ either 
^^* deliver it tio the new j;arriibn, or abandon it td 
the enemy. And diey went in a body to the 
governor, and intreated him «o inibnxi Dhe 
grand-mafter of their nepentance, and to join 
with them in praying chat they might be buf- 
fered to wape out the remembrance of their 
fault by their future condudt. 

The governor readily complied j and> in 
order to prevent t^ie new garrifpn from jfettii^ 
out in the night, he difpatched hi;5 kttcr by a 
noted fwimmer before it was daric. La Valetie 
iecredy rejoiced at this appliqation; but ibnt 
word to the governor, that he muft always pre- 
fer even a body of new troops to the moft ex- 
perienced warriors, who had refufed to fubmit 
to the controul of military difcipUoe. When 
this anfwer was reported to the knights^ they 
were overwhelmed with anguifli, and had re- 
courle to the moft fubmiffive intreaties of for- 
givenefs. The grand-maftcr fufiered himieif 
atlaft to be overcome ; and henceforth the gar- 
irifon, difmiffing all thoughts of their own faiety, 
were intent on nothing but how to prolong the 
idefenoe. 

TiHB grand-mafter font them every night 
^fii tiDOpa, to fupply tjnc place of the ktlkd 

and 



TI. 



' PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIK.: ^ 

i»xl wounded $ duid kept tkmi well fumiihcd 
mi!h |»^vifion8> Miimimtionj and fire-work». 
Ctf thefe l«ft he had invented a particular kind, '^ *" 
whith cotififted of hoops of wood, covered with 
wool, and fteepcd in boiling oil, and other in- 
HammaUe liqtiors, mixed with nitre and gun- 
T^owder. To thefe machines theyfet fire, and 
threw them flaming in the midft of the enemy, 
when they were ctowded together at an aflault. 
It happened often that two or three of the Turks 
were hooked together and fcorched to death ; 
and the utmoft cortfuiion was produced where- 
^ver the hoops were thrown. 

The befieged ftood much in need of thefe, Themvfa. 
and evely other iriftrument of mifchief, that veryofth* 
could be devifed for their defence. In fpite of «*'^*' 
the moft vigorous oppofition, the Turks had 
caft a bridge over the ditch, and begun to fap 
and'undi^rmine the wall. From the feventeenth 
of 5une to the fourteenth of July, not a linglc 
day paft without fome rencounter; andMufta- 
pha had frequently attempted to fcale the wall 
of tKe'fort, but had been as often repulfed 
with ^he lofs of Tome df the bravcft of his 
trflops. . :-. 

Ashamed at having been detained fo long 
befbfie ft place of *fuch inconfiderable ftrcngth, 
he refolvcd to mrfs* one great decifive effort, 

and 
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and to bring to the afTault as many of his forces 
as the fituation of the place would permit him 
'*^^' to employ, .^c had already made feveral 
breaches j but in order to fecure the fuccefs of 
the affault which he now intended, he kept his 
batteries playing all the fifteenth without inter- 
miflion, tiU the wall on that fide where he de- 
figned his attack was almoft level with the 
rock. On the fixteenth the fleet was drawn up 
before fun-rife as near the fort as the depth of 
the water would allow; four thoufand muflce- 
tcers and archers were ftationed in the trenches ; 
and the reft of the troops, upon a fignal given, 
advanced to the breach. The garrifon was 
prepared to receive them. The breach was 
lined with feveral ranks of foldiers, having the 
knights interfperfed among them at certain 
diftances. The Turks attempted often to break 
through this determined band, and to over- 
power them with their numbers. But their 
numbers ferved only to augment the lofs which 
they fuftained. Every Ihot from the fort did 
execution. The artillery made dreadful havoc 
among them, and the burning hoops were em- 
ployed with aftonifhing fuccefs. The novelty 
of thefe machines, and the flirieks of thofe who 
were caught in them, added gready to the ter- 
ror which they infpired, and made it impofiible 
,for the Turkifh officers to keep their men firm 
and fteady in purfuing the advantages which> 

had 
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had they preferved their ranks, their numbers • ^^ ^ 
muft have infallibly fccured. 



At length Muftapha, after having continued 
the aflault for more than fix hours, without 
gaining a fingle inch of ground on the bcficged> 
gave orders for founding a retreat. 

In this attack the garrifon loft about twenty 
knights and three hundred fqldiersi but this 
lofs was immediately fupplied by a reinforce- 
ment from the town: and Muftapha was at 
laft Convinced, that, unlefs the communication 
between the fort and the town were cut off, it 
would be impoffible to bring the fiege of the 
former to a period, while any troops remained 
in any other part of the ifland. By the advice 
of Dragut he refolved to extend his trenches 
and batteries, on the fide next to the town, till 
they fliould reach to that pa'rt of the fea, or 
great harbour, where thofe fupplies were land- 
ed which the grand-mafter daily fent to the 
garrifon. This undertaking, he knew, muft 
be attended with the utmoft difficulty, becaufc 
all" the fpace between his entrenchments and 
the point to which it was neceflTary to extend 
them, lay expofed to the artillery both of Fort 
St. Elmo and St. Angelo. In viewing the 
ground^ a Sangiac, in whom he put confidence, 
was killed by his fide ; and, which was ftill a 

Vol, I. P more 
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• 9^f ^ more irreparable lofs, Dragut received a mor— 
*— V — ' tal wound, of which he died in a few days*^. 
Dr'^V' This did not however difcourage Muftapha 
from purfuing his dcfign. By employing his 
troops and pioneers at the work day and night 
without intermiflion^ he at lengdi carried it 
into execution. Then having planted batteries 
along the fhorc, and filled his trenches with 
muiketeers, it was impolfible for any boat to 
pafs from the town to the fort, without the 
m<^ imminent danger of either being funk or 
intercepted^ 



cxtttmitj. 



fo^'rSITei After this precaution, he refumed with frefli 
tothcUft vigour his attempt to take the fort by ftorm. 
On the twenty-firft, he made four different 
aiTaults i all of which the garrifon withftood, 
and in repulfing fo many thoufand brave and 
well-difciplined troops> displayed a degree of 
prowcfs and fortitude which almoft exceeds be- 
lief, and is beyond the power of defcription* 
But this heroic garrifon was now exceedii^Iy 
reduced in number ; and there was the fbongeft 
reafon to apprehend, that, in one aflault more, 
they muft inevitabty be overpowered, unlefs a 
reinforcement were fent them from' the town. 
Of their defperate fituation they gave inteUi*^ 

^ He .was woanded in the head by. the fpUnters of a. 
fione, which was beat to pieces by a cannon-lbdc fsom Fore 
St. Angeio. .. . -: . . 

gence 
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gence to the grand-maftcr, by on^ who fwam ■ ^^ ^ 
acfofs the harbour in the night. The boats ^ ■ h^' -/ 
Were inftantly filled with knights and other fol- '^^^' 
diers, who generoufly refolved to devote them- 
lelves to certain dcftruftion, for the general 
fafety, and the prefervation of the fort. They 
fet off from the town with as much alacrity as 
if they had entertained the nnoft fanguine hopes 
of viftoryj but they found the Turks every 
where fo much upon their guard, and the lines 
foftrongly defended, that, after feveral fruitlefs 
attempts to land, they were at laft obliged to 
return, deprefled with forrow for the fate of 
their brave companions. 

TriE garrifon now defpairing of relief, gave 
themfelves up for loft ; but inftead of their ca- 
pitulating or attempting to cfcape, they pre- 
pared for death, and paffed the night in prayer, 
and in receiving the facramenti after which, 
they embraced one another tenderly, and then 
repaired to their refpeftive pofts; while fuch 
of the wounded a^ had been difabled from 
walking, were, at their own earncft defire, 
carried to the fide of the breach, where they 
waited> without dilmay, for the approach of 
the Tarkiih army. 

Early in the morning of the twenty-third of st. dmo 
July, the Turks advanced to the affault, with Iff/uu!' 
P a loud 
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^ 9^^ ^ loud ftiouts as to certain viftory, which they 
"^ — sj — ' believed fo fmall a handful of men as now re- 
'^ ^- mained in the fort would not dare to difputc 
with them. In this expeftation they were dif- 
appointed. The garrifon being refolved on 
death, and defpifing danger, were more than 
men, and exerted a degree of prowefs and va- 
lour that filled their enemies with amazement. 
The combat lafted upwards of four hours, till 
not only every knight, but every foldicr had 
fallen, except two or three who faved them- 
felves by fwimming. The Turkifh colours were 
then planted on the ramparts i and the fleet 
entered the harbour which the fort commanded 
in a kind of triumph. When Muftapha took 
a view of the fort, and examined its fize and 
. fortifications, he could not refrain from fay- 
ing, " What will not the father coft us (mean- 
ing the town), when the fpn, who is fo fmalU 
has coft lb many thoufands ' of our braved 
troops." But this refleftion, far from exciting 
his admiration of that heroic fortitude which h© 
had found fo difficult to overcome, ferved only 
to infpire him with a brutal fury. He ordered 
all fuch of the garrifon as were found lying on 
the breach alive to be ript open, and their 
hearts torn out. And as an infult on the 
knights and their religion, he caufed their dead 

^ Eighi thoofand, . 
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bodies to be fcarched for, and large galhes to • ^^^ ^ 

be made in them, in the form of a crofs, after w *"* — ^ 

which he tied them on planks, and threw '^ ^' 
them into the fea, to be carried by the wind 
and tide to the town, or fort St. Angelo. 

The grand-mafter was at firft melted into 
tears at this flioc^h^ ^ftacle -, but &is grief 
was foon converted into indignation and re- 
venge*; and thefe paffions betrayed him into 
an ailion unworthy of the exalted charaAer 
which he bore. In order to teach the Bafha, 
as he pretended, to make war with lefs barba- 
rity, , he ♦ caufed air the Turks whom he had 
taken^ifoners to be maflacred j and then put- 
ting thgif heads into his largeft cannon, he fhoc 
them into the Turkifh camp. 

In the fiege whicli has been related, the Or- 
der loft about one thoufand five hundred men, 
including one hundred and thirty of the braveft 
knights. The grand-mafter was deeply afFeft- 
ed at fo great a lofs j but he wifely diflembled 
his concern, and wearing ftill the fame mag- . 
nanimous and intrepid afpeft as before, he in- 
fpired all tbij trSops that remained, with a fined, 
unalterable refolution, to defend the town and 
the other forts to the laft extremity. 

MusTAPrtA vainly imagined, that being in- 
timidated by the fi^te of their companions, they 
^P 3 would \ 
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* ^? ^ would be now mcUned to liften to terms of ca- 

u....iy— ^ pitulation s and in this hope he fent an officer 
** ^' with a white flag to one of the gates, attended 
by. a chriftian flave, defigned to fervc for hi$ 
interpreter. The Turk was not allowed to cn^ 
. ter within the town; but the chriftian was ad- 
mitted, and was led through feveral ranks of 
foldiers under arms by an officer, who, after 
fliewing him all the fortifications of the plaice, 
defired him to take particular notice of the 
depth and breadth of the ditch, and faid to 
him, *^ See there, the only fpot we can afford 
your general ; and there we hope foon t<i bury 
him and all his Janiflaries/* 

Siege of II : This infuhing fpcech being reported by die 
fort St. flave; excited in the fiery mind of the Baflxa 
the highcft degree of wrath and indignation, 
and made him refolve to exert himfelf to the 
titmoft in the profeeution of the fiege, ' His 
troops, though greatly djminiflied^ were ftill 
fufficient to inyeft ^t once both the town and 
the fort of St. Michael ^ He kept a conftant 
fire on both; but he intended firft to ^^pply 
himfelf chiefly to the redudlion of )the latter, 

* They arc fituated on two promontories that run out 
into the great harbour, and are feparaced from each other 
by a channel, where the gallics belonging to the Order 
ky, and the mouth pf which was itrongly fecured on each 
^Se by batteries. 
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which he propofcd to attack both by land and ■ ^^ ^ 
water, at the extremity of the peninfula * on ' — ^— ' 
which it ftands. In order to accomplifh this '^ ^' 
defign, it was neccffary he ihould have fomc 
ihippiag introduced .into the har|x)ur> for 
tranlporting his forces. But the rhouth of the 
harbour having been rendered inacceflible by. a 
gi^at Iran chain, and the cannon of St. Angelo, 
his delign mull have been relinquilhed, if Piali 
had not fuggelled an expedient againft which 
the grartd-mafter had not provided. TWs was 
to tmkt the chrifti^n flaves and the crews of 
the ihips draw a number of boats, by the 
ftrength of their arms, over the neck of land 
on which ftood fort St. Elmo.. Of this propo- 
fai, which Muflapha imn^ediately adopted, in- 
formation was carried to the grand-mafter by a 
Turkiih officer, who, being by birth a Greek, 
was touched fuddq|}y with remorfe, and do^ 
fefted to the Chriftians. In cojifequence of 
this intelligence. La Valette fet a g»eat .hun*- 
ber of hands to work in framing aiiacado along 
that part of the proqciontoty where the Turks 
intended their attack; , tod at another part, 
where the depth of the water or the hardnefs 
of the bottom would not admit of . the (tacado> 
he ordered ftrong intrenchments to be madf; 
upon the beach. Muftapha in the mean time 

. i 
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fired ixiccflkntly upon the fort, while the flaves 
and crews were employed in tranfporting the 
boats over land into the harbour. At length 
the Bafha, judging that the number of boats 
which he had tranfportfd would be fufiicient, 
and that the breaches which his artillery had 
made were pradicable, rcfolved without further 
delay to make an attack both by fea and land^ 
He was the more confident of fiiccefs, as, fince 
the taking of St. Elmo, he had received a con-« 
Atriwi of fiderable reinforcement, by the arrival of Haf-^ 

Hafcein ion ^-rki «* •* i/»i^ 

ofBaiba- cem, fon of Barbarofla, with two thoufand five 
' hundred feleft foldier^, commonly called the 

Bravoes of Algiers, Hafcem, who poflefled a 
confiderable fliare of his father's fire, and wste 
ambitious to diftinguifh himfelf in the fervice 
of the Sultan, begged of Muftapha to intruft 
him with the afTault of fort St. Michael j and 
vaunted, with his natur^|^rrogance, that he 
would foon make himfelf mafter of it fword in 
hand. The Balha, whether from an opinioi> 
of his valour, or an intention to teach him at 
bis own expencc the folly of his prcfumption^ 
readily complied with his requeftj and having 
added fix thoufand men to his Algerines, he 
promifed to fuppor? him with the reft of his 
*nny, 

Hascem divided his forces with Candelifla, 
?n p44 CQrfair^ his Keytenanti to whom he 

committed 
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committed the attack by fea, whilft he referved ^ 00 k 
that on the land fide to himfelf. i-,^^.1 ^ 

Candelissa having put his troops on board cmHeiiia 
the boats, fct out with drijms beating, and 'Juhgrlat 
hautboys and other mufical inftniments play- fl-»i*«"- 
ing, preceded by a boat fiHed with Mahome- 
tan priefts, fome of whom were employed in 
offering prayers to Heaven for his fuccefs, or 
in finging hymns t while others had books in 
their hands out of which they read imprecations 
againft the Chriftians. Candelifla attempted 
firft to break down the ftacado \^hich had been 
formed to obftru6l: his landing 5 but finding it 
much ftronger than he expefted, and that, 
while he was employed in dcmolifhing it, his 
troops muft fuffer greatly from the enemy^s 
fire, he thought it would be eafier to make a 
defcerit on that pan of the fbore which the 
grand^mafter had ftrengthened with intrench- 
jnents* At this important poft the chriftian 
troops were commanded by an ancient knight 
of the name of Guimeran. This experienced 
officer referved his fire till the Turks had ad- 
vanced within a little diftance of the fhore, 
when hy a fingle difcharge he killed about 
.four hundred men. This did not prevent the 
reft from approaching. Candelifla pufhed for- ' 
wards while the Chriftians were' loading their 
cannonj, and landed at the head of his Algc- 

rihes. 
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*%?*^ rincs* But Guimaran haviag rcfervcd ibme 
^' V ' " ^ cannon charged with grape Ihot, did dreadful 
^^ ^* execution among them after they had landed^ 
and many of them began to fly to their boats ; 
which Candelifla obferving^ he commanded 
the boats to be put oflf to a little diftance froiti 
the ihore. His troops^ perceiving then that 
they muft either die or conquer, took courage 
from defpair> and advanced boldly to the in- 
trenchment, with ladders for fcaling it in one 
hand^ and their fabres in the other. The com- 
batants on both fides difplayed the mod intre- 
pid valour. Great numbers fell, and the ditch 
was choaked with bloodj and with the bodies 
of the dead and wounded. The Turks at laft, 
after an engagement of five hours, reached the 
top of the intrenchmcntj and there planted 
their enfigns. The knights, ftung with ihame 
on account of their retreat, returned with re- 
doubled ardour. But they would probably 
have been overpowered by the fuperior number 
of the enemy, had not the grand-mafter fent 
them a feafonable reinforcement, under the ad- . 
miral de Giou, and the chevalier de Quiney ; 
who fell upon the Algerines and Turks with 
a degree of fury that ftruck terror intp Cande- 
lifla himfelf, who was noted for his intrepidity. 
Having ordered the boats to be brought nearer 
the ihore, he was among the firil who fled. 
His bravocs fought defperatcly for fome omc 

^tcr 



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN, ai^ 

^tcr he had left them j but were at kngdi * ^^ ^ 
thrown down from the intrenchmeots, and ^-^"^ 
compelled to fly to their boats with the utmofl: '* ^* 
pre(;:ipi|:ation. The Chriftians purfued them» 
md the batteries (rpntinued firing on them with- 
out int^rmiflion. Many of the boats were funk ; 
the wat^ w^ covered with dead bodies, man- 
gled limbs, (hields ^u\d helmet3. Of the four 
ihoufand who had been fent on this enterprize, 
fcarcely five hundred remained, and many of 
thefe were dangeroufly wounded; 

Hasc£m was not more fortunate in his aflault Hifcem and 
by land, than Candelifia was by fea. After 
having been repulfed at one breach with great 
flaughter, he rallied his troops, and led them 
on to another, where he fought long and defpe- 
rately, till mod of the bravoes Kaving fallen by 
his fide,- he was obliged, wjth much reludlance 
and ibrrow, to found a retreat. 

MusTAPH A, not unmindful of his promife to Maftapiit 
fupport him, no fooncr perceived him begin- "^" *''* 
ning tp retire, than he ordered the Janiflaries, 
whorp he had - kept under arms, to advance^ 
The garrifon had maintained an engagement 
with Hafcem for five hours, in the middle of 
the day, and in the hotteft feafon of the year ; 
yet, as if they had not been fubjed to the wants 
?nd weakneffe^ of humanity, they advanced 
3 beyond 
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BOOK beyond the breach to meet the Janiflaries, and 
^' ^ fought apparently with as nnuch vigour and 
'^^^' fortitude as before. By the power of fuperior 
numbers, they were compelled to fall back 
within the breach. But there they made the 
moft defperate refiftance j and, being reinforced 
by De Giou and De Quiney, with the troops 
which had triumphed over Candelifla, they at 
laft repulfed the Janiflaries with dreadful flaugh- 
ter J after having loft more than forty knights, 
and two hundred of the bravcft of the common 
men. 

Theficgeof MusTAPHA, enraged by this invincible ob- 
andstfMi- ftinacy which the Chriftians difplaycd in their 
luTorit defence, and dreading that the Spanilh fuc^ 
tim/*™* cours, which had been already delayed, much 
longer than he expefted, might foon arrive, 
refolved now to employ his whole force at once, 
and while he himfelf profecuted the fiege of fort 
St. Michael with one half of his troops, to em- 
ploy the other under Piali, againft the town- 
More batteries were railed. The trenches were 
advanced ftill nearer than before. Bridges of 
fail-yards and mafts were thrown over the 
ditches. Mines, notwithftanding the hard and 
rocky ibil, were fprung. Aflaults were repeated 
** without number, and the two bafhas, emulous 

of one another, and each of them agitated with 
continual anxiety left viftory fhould declare firft 
4 for 
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for his competitor, exhibited the moft fhining 
proofs of perfonal courage, and cxhauftcd all 
the art; of war then known in the world. Yet, '^^^* 
through the determined bravery of the knights, 
condufted by the grand-tnafter with confum- 
mate prudence and indefatigable vigilance, the 
Turks were baffled in every attempt, and re- 
pulfcd with flaughter, Muftapha flattered him- 
fclf once with the mofli.fanguine hopes of fuc- 
cefs on his part, made a machine invented by 
his principal engineer, in the form of a huge 
caflc bound ftrongly with iron hoops, and filled 
with gun-powder, nails, chains, bullets, and 
fuch other inftruments of death. After fetting 
fire to a train which was fattened to this ma- 
chine, it was thrown by the force of an engine, 
upon a ravelin that was the principal defence of 
the fort. But the garrifon undifmayed, found 
means, before it caught fire, to caft it out 
again into the midft of the aflailants. In a 
moment afterwards it burft with dreadful fury, 
and filled the Turks with confternation. The 
knights then fallied out upon them fword in 
hand, and taking advantage of their confufion^ 
killed many of them, and put the reft to flight. 

PiALi had, on fome occafions, ftill more rea- s«ccefi of 
fon than Muftapha to entertain the, hopes of nVorH^" 
viftory, although the town was much ftronger 
than the fort, and La Valette commanded there 

in 
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BOOK in perfon. By his batteries he had demolifhetf 
^■ M v ' / all the out-works of the place, and had madJe' 
'^^^' an immenfe breach in the wall. While his 
troops were engaged in a furious affault, that' 
engroflfed the whole attention of the befieged 
from morning till night, he employed a great 
number of pioneers in raifmg a cavalier or plat- 
form of earth and ftones, clofe by the breach, 
and fo high as to overlook the parapet. Nighty 
in the mean time, came on, and prevented 
him from carrying any further this great ad- . 
vantage j but he doubted not that next day he 
fhould be able to make himfelf mailer of the 
place. 

Thewiianm As fooH as he had drawn ofF* his forces, a 
4ityo"fSe' council of the Order was Convened, and riioft 
rand.maf- ^f ^^^ knights were of opinion that the town was 
no longer tenable ; that the fortifications which 
toll remained fhould be btewn up, and that the 
girrifon and inhabitants Ihould retire into the 
caftle of St. Angelo. But the grand-mafter 
received this propofal with horror and indigna- 
tion. " This would be in efFeft," faid he, 
*^ to deliver the wHole ifland into xht hands of 
the infidels. Fort St. Michael, which has been 
fo gallantly defended, and which is prefervJbd 
by its communication with the town, would, 
thus be foon reduced to the neceflity of fufren- 
dering.^^ There is no room in the tafHe of St/ 

Angelo 
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Angelo for the inhabitants and troops 5 nor, if / ^^ ^ 
there were room, is there water in that fort for c^-v-^-^ 
fo great a number." It was then propofed that '^*^ 
at lead: the relics of the faints and the orna« 
ments of the churches fhould be carried int6 
the caftle ; and the knights eameftly intreated 
the grand-mafter to retire into it himfelf, af- 
furing him that they would conduft the defence 
with the utmoft vigour and vigilance. ** No, 
my brethren,*' he replied, ** what you propofc 
as to the facred things, would fcrve only to in- 
timidate the foldiers. We muft conceal our 
apprehenfions. It is here we muft either die 
or conquer. And Is it poffible that I, at the 
age of fcventy-one, can end my life fo honour- 
ably, as in fighting, together with my friends 
and brethren, againft the implacable enemies 
of our holy faith ?" He then told them what 
he thought proper to be done, and proceeded 
inftantly to put it in execution. Having cabled 
all the foldiers from fort St. Angelo, except a 
few who were nec^ffary for managing the artiU 
lery, he employed ibem and the inhabitants all 
night, in throwing up intrenchments within 
the breach j^ after which he fent out fome of the 
braveft knights, with a feleft body of troops, 
t9 make an atten>pt on the cavalier. Thefe 
men ftolc fofdy along the foot of the wall tilj 
they arrived at the place appointed ; when they 
fctupal^ud ihout^ and attacked the guaids 

whom 
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whom Piali had left there, with fo much furjr, 
that the Turks, believing the whole garrifon 
had fallen upon them, abandoned their poft, 
and fled precipitately to their camp. 

The cavalier was immediately fortified, a 
battery of cannon planted On it, and a parapet 
raifed on the fide towards the enemy* And 
thus the breach was rendered impracticable ; 
the town put in greater fecurity than before 5 
and a work, which had been devifcd for its de- 
ftrudlion,. converted into a bulwark for its de- 
fence. 

ungfB<roui The grand-mafter had iiow greater confi-^ 
f Philip. dence than ever of being able to hold out till 

Aug. 24. ^1^^ Spaniards Ihould come to his relief. In 
confequence of the aflurances given by Philipt 
and the Sicilian viceroy, he had, loji^ before 
this time, entertained the hopes of their ar- 
rival, and had often earneftly folicited the 
viceroy to haften his departure from Meflina. 
The condiift of this nobleman was long e^i* . 
ceedingly myfterious. The . patiende of th^^ 
knights was worn out by his delays j and they, . 
and many others, fufpefted that the real mo- 
tive of his condudt was the dread of eticounterr- 
ipg with an admiral of fa great a reputation as 
Pjali. But it afterw^ds appeared that the. 
viceroy ha4 .afted agreeably to hi$ inftruc- 

tions 
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tions from the court of Spain* For although * ^^ ^ 
Philip wasi for the rtafbns above mentionedj ^* ^ v'n " <" ^ 
fincerely intereflcd in the prcfcrration of the '^' 
knights ; and had amufed them with the moil: 
flattering promifes of affiidance, yet he feems 
from the firil to have refolved not to expofe 
himidlf to danger on their account^ and tx) 
avosdi if pa(fible» a general engagementi 

A eim^tiovs aaid grateftil priiice Would hav^ ' 
^cd y4gry^ffereritly towards an ally fo dtfer- 
ving of his (bpport ^ ^nd if either generofity 
or gratitude had been the leading principle of 
Philip*^ condud:, it is probable he would^ on 
this occafion> have regarded the knights as his 
own fulqe&s J and hate thought it no lefs in^ 
:cumbcttt on him to estert himfelf in their de- 
'fente> than if they had acknowledged him fyt 
their fovereign. 

Bur Philip was aiffefted by the danger only 
. fo far as it threatened the tranquillity of his 
^own dominions* Me 'had refolved to interpofe 
itt^their behalf, rather 'than to fufFer them to 
Vc^ overpowered s but he appears tohave^beCn 
very little touched with their calamities j awd 
to have intended to leave them to themfclves, 
»«s^lottg as there was any ptofpeft of their be- 
ing able to. make refiftancej by dding which 
he cohfidex:cd^ that he Would not only jiirdfervt 

Vol. I. Q, hii 
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his .own ftrcngth entire, but mig)^ afOMwards 
cngfige with the Turks, when, they ^ere ex- 
.haufted by the operations of the ficge. 

- Philip adhered inflexibly to this plan, not- 
withftanding the. grand-mafter's repeated im- 

^rtunities, much longer than was confiftent 
even with his own felfiih views. For, without 
a-degree of fortitude and prowefs on the part 

.€>f the garrifon, and a degree of wifdom, vigi- 
lance, and magnanimity, on that of the. grand- 
matter, infinitely higher than there could be 

-rcafon to expeft, it muft have been irtipoflible 
for fuch a handful of men to have withftood, 
for fo long a tiine, fo gfeat a force, and fuch 

-mighty efforts as were employed to reduce 
them. Even the death of the grand-maJftcr 

ia5o^e, whofe perfon was expofed to perpetual 
danger, would have proved fatal to the knights, 
long before Philip fent orders to his viceroy 

,to give them any efFedhial fupport j and in this 
qafe, as his own dominions or his fleet would 
hjky? b??n immediately attacked, he would 
probably have had little re^on to be fatisfied 
with the timid, ungenerous counfds which, he 

-purfued. ' 

. Whatever judgment may be formed on this 
head, the viceroy did not think himfelf at li- 
^be^ty to^yidd to the repeated applications f>f 

' « " the 




PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN- ^27 

the grand-mafter, till the operations . of the 
fiege^ began to relax, and the Turkifh forces 
were reduced from forty-five thoufand to fif- 
teen or fixteen thoufand ; of whom many were 
worn out with the fatigues which they had un- 
dergone, and others rendered unfit for aftion 
by a bloody flux, which for feveral weeks had 
raged amongft them. ^ 

In this fituation ef affairs, when it was pro- 
bable that the knights would, without , aflift* 
ance, have compelled the Turks to raife the 
fiege, the viceroy let the grand-mafter know ' 
that he had now received fuch inftruftions frona 
the king, as put it in his power to fhew his 
attachment to the Order ; that he was not in- 
deed permitted to attack the Turkilh fleet j 
but that he would immediately bring him a 
ftrong body of troops, whofe commanders (as 
he himfelf muft return to Sicily) were to be en- 
tirely fubjeft to the grand-mafl:er*s authority, 
till the enemy fliould be expelled. 

. The viceroy, although ftill fufpa^ttd of in- Anitai 0/ 
terpofing ynneceflary delays, at length fulfilled nu^ff^'* 
his promife ; and on the feventh of September, 
landed fix thoufand men, under Don Alvara 
de Sande * and Afcanio della Corna, in that 

^ This U the fame nobleman who(e valiant defence of the 
fort of Gerba is defcribed in BooklV* p. 102. ^ 

0^2 . part 
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BOOK part of the ifland which lay at the greateft 41^- 
s^vj f tance from the Turks ; after which he iiiime- 
'^^^ diately carried back the fieet to Sicily. 

The Turkifli bafhas had been perfuaded by 
their Ipies, that the viceroy's intentidn was to 
land his troops at the caftle of St. Angelo ; and 
to prevent this, Piali had lain feveral days at 
anchor before the great port> after having 
blocked up the entrance into it by a chain of 
fail-yards, piles, and boats. 

The fifgc I jj the mean time, intelligence being brought 
the depar- to Muttapha that the Spaniards were landed, 
T«rks. and marching towards him, he was thrown in- 
to the Tnoft dreadful confternation. Senfible 
that 'his foWiers were much difheartehed by 
their ill fuccefs, he imagined that he was about 
to be attadced hy a fuperior army, cohfifting 
of the braveft and beft difciplined troops in 
^Spain. Without waiting for information of 
their number, he forthwith raiied the fiege, 
drew his garrifon oiifof St.-Elmo, and leaving 
-all his heavy cannon behind him, embarieed his 
troops with as much Tprecipitation as if^Iie 
Spaniards with fuperior fopces^hadbeeia in Aght. 
He had fcarcelyigot on board whai a defcrter 
* X arrived from the Spanifh camp, and informed 

hitnthat Vith-fiftteii* 6r It^tWti'tlibiJiand Wen, 
he had fled^befercmi dt-mythat did'Hofekceed 
^' 8 fix 
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fix tboufand, having no general at their head,. " ^,^ ^ 
and commanded by officers, who were indepen- i.^-s^*««i^ 
dent of one another. The bafha, was over* '^*^' 

whelmed with fhame and vexation by th^^ in- 
telligence, and would have immediately dif- 
embArJccd; but this, he knew, he durft not 
attempt without confulting Piali, Hafcem, and 
his other principal officers. 

While h^ wasi deliberating upoi) it, th^ 
grand-mafter improved to the beft advantage 
the leifure that was afforded him. .He em- 
ployed all the inhabitants^ men, women, and 
children, as well as the foldiers, in filling up 
the enemy's trenches, and demolifhing their * 

WQrks I and put a garrifon without delay into 
fort St. ElmQi in which the Turks, now be- 
held frpm their fhips the ftandafd of St. John 
er.e(Jted where th^t qf Mahomet had lately 
ftood. 

THis.dempnftrated. to, M^iftapha how npiuch 
new labpur awaited him in cal^ he fhould re- ^ 

turn to the fiege i but being enraged againft hirti' 
felf on account of the precipitancy of his retreat, 
and difquieted a,t the t;hoiights of th^ receptiop 
which He had reafop tp e:j:peft frpm Solyipan, he 
wifhed to atone fpr his ijTjpnidence, ^nd to ^ 
wipe off the reproach in which it had involved 
bim^ by viftory or death, Prali^ who from 
0.5 Wis 



djo HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

^ ^y^ ^ his jealoufy of the bafha's credit with the Sul-* 
^ -^^ '•J tanj was not forry for the failure of his enter- 
'* ^' prife, reprefented in a council of war convened 
on this occafion, that as the troops were much 
diipirited and worn out, it would be expofing 
them tp certain deftrudion, either to lead them 
againft the enemy, or to refume the operations 
of the fiege. But a majority of the council 
were of a different. opinion ; and it wa§ ^-efolved 
to land the forces again without delay, and tq 
march diredtiy againft the Spaniards, 

TheTorkt The Turjcilh foldicrs complained bitterly of 
•d. this unexpcfted refolution, and obeyed the or- 

ders to difembark with much reludance. Their 
officers were obliged to employ threats with 
fom^, and force with others. At length the 
number intended wa$ put on fhore, and Muf- 
tapha fet out at their head in fearch of thq 
enemy. 

And de- • The grand-mafter had not negledted to give 
thV*spS? early notice of their march to the Spanifh com- 
mard*, manders, who had intrenched their little army 
on a fteep hill, which the Turks would have 
found almoft inacceflible j and it was the opi- 
nion of fpme of the principal officers, that they 
j{hould avail themfelves of the advantage of 
^eir fituation, and ftand in their defence. But 
jthjs proposal was rejei^cd with difdain by the 

bold 
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bold adventurous De Sahde, and the greateft * ^9 k" 
part of the Spanilh officers ; and the troops ^, -ur,_r 
were led out of their encampment, to meet the '^^^ 
enemy in the open field. This conduft, more 
fortunate . perhaps* than ' prudeiit, contributed* 
to cncreafc the dejeftibn' of the Turkiffi foP 
diers, and to facilitate their defeat. Having^ 
been dragged againft their inclination ta the- 
field of battle ; and being attacked by the Spa* 
niards with great fury, both in front and flanlf^ 
they fcarcely fought j but, being ftruck with a* 
fudden panic, they fled with th^ utmoft preci-i^^ 
pitation. ' ' '-'■'•' - - • . -^ t 

MusTAPHA, confounded and ehraged by th'ii^ 
pufillanimous behaviour 6f his troops, was hur- 
ried along by the violent tide of the fugitives/ 
He fell twice from his horle, and would have* 
been taken prifoner,' if h?s 'officers had not 
refcued him. The Spaniards" prurfuedbrifkly 
till they came to the» fea^fhdfe. There Piali 
had his boats ready to receive the TUrks>.'an^ 
a number of ffiallops filled wfth muflceteers* 
drawn up to favour their efcape. Without this' 
precaution, they muft all have perifliedj and 
even notwithftanding the proteftion which it 
afforded them, the number of their killed 
amounted to two thoufand men, while the 
viftors loft only thirteen or fourteen .at moft. 

C3L4 SUGH, 
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BOOK Such, after four months continuance, was 
^i-i-'-v^ the concluTion of the fiege of Maka, which will 
Ceadttfon. bo foF cver nficmorablc. on account of that ex* 
traordinaiy difplay of the mofl; g^erous, and 
heroic valour by which the knights, ib few hi 
Timvhtty were enabled, to baffle the nnioft: vigo^ 
tou& eSbrt which could* be made to, (ubduc them, 
by the moft powerful monarch, in the world*. 
Tihe-. news of their deliverance gave univerfal 
joy tp the chriftian power* i and thd l>ame ojf 
i^e grand-mafter excited ^Y€rY where the 
higheft admiration and a^plaufe, , Congi^ula*^ 
tions were fent him from every quarter j andr 
in many States public rejoicings were celebrated 
Oja account of .his^ fucceiir The king of Spain, 
wi^Q derived greater advantage than any other 
from thaj( glorious defeiuif to which L«ay^e|te: 
had fo highly contributed^ fetit aa aoabafiybr 
td prefent hifA with a fword and, dagger, of 
which the hilts, were ioHd gold, adorned wtthr 
diUmonds, as a teftimdny of^his reipe^^ and 
(mgag^d to pay him annually a ^m of moB^ 
to zSjA him in repairing hia^ nsinad ^»?tifi^a7 
tipns^^ 

viu pabrcra,Tib. vi, Yktiqi. Hiil. dcs Chcval. dc Malthc. 
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P.HILI P^ hdng^ nonr flklhnaned fhom his* b e o k 
af4>id[ieAfio0s of a Turkiik' iaraiion> ap« i_ ^-uj 
j^d hiip^ with, wal to Jii$^ £nr4[airite <!Hbgeft5, ThI^a!ffVi« 
ttm ^xS3spa6on q6 hacGfy and: the otB^umg o0 ^f t^« ^«- 
oinedience co tbe council of Tceiu. Ncv in 
theft points.dki he meet with flouch Qppa6tkMi> 
ia^mfpmtoi hh domibbns e^ecept the Nether^ 
la»d^; Where the feeds of difcord, which had 
been fown in the beginning of'his reign, were 
approaching faft towards maturity. The dutqh- 
efe of PaDTia had, foon after his departure, ex-* 
perienced what a difficuk charge ftie had under- 
^cn^ Tie regular clcrgjr ftjJJ qoiiiaufid to 

complain 
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complain as loudly as ever of the new ereftion 
of bifhoprics ; and ccfeimbuted to the utmoft of 
their power to foment the fpirit of difcontent 
among- the people,* No'- chaijge, ithey fiiid, 
could^be l^ally made in the corfftitution of the 
church, without the confent of the States. The 
new eredlions were therefoi:e a violation of a 
fundamental law j which was the more intole- 
rable, as the abbots, on whofe ruins the bifliop- 
rtics w^re raifed, were* natives of the couhtry, 
and deeply interefted in the public welfare; 
whereas' the bifh6ps would 'be entirely devoted 
to the courts of Rome and Spain. But the re- 
gent was obliged to pay a greater regard to the 
orders of the .king, than to the complaints or 
remonftrances of the people. Nor did fhe yield 
'to the imjiortuhitacsoffany ofithS ciaes, iti& 
which it had been.refolved diat the new bifliops- 
Ihould be introduced^ except Aaiwerp i the ci- 
tizens whereof : Tent deputies to Madrid, and^ 
found means to. convince Philips that his neW' 
i;iftitution, through, the dread -with. which it 
would 'infpiire foreigners that the inquiGcion was 
about to be eftablilhed, woul4'proy< deftnucr' 
tive to their commerce.*. 

While the regent was employed in fettling 
the nfew bifhops, Ihe was not unmindful of the . 

' • Metertn, lib. ii» p. 371 ' Bcntirogjib. Groans, &c, ' 
^ . king's 
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king's injunftions with refpeft to the execution book 
of the edifts. They were executed with the *^^^^ 
utmoft rigour, againft perfons of all kges and '^^^' 
of both fexes, without diftinftion; and no 
greater regard was ihewn, on many occafions,. 
to the laws of nature and humanity, than to the 
conftitudon of the provinces. The regent was 
not of herfelf inclined to thofe cruel meafures 
that were . purfued i. but (he was direfted in 
every thing by Granvelle ^ whofe views, ftie 
knew, were jperfeftly conformable to thofe of 
the king i and whofe judgment, for that rea- 
fon, fhe often followed in contradidlion to her 
own. 

It was feldom that any matters relative td The nob?, 
the edifts or the new bifhoprics were laid be-^ til ' ^^ 
fore the council, and when they were brought 
thither, they were propofed as points already 
fixed, and not as fobjefts on which there was 
room to deliberate. The regent formed her 
refolutions privately, with the afliftance of 
Granvelle, and there was» nothing left to the 
council, but to give their fandion to the mea* 
fures which had been refolved upon before. 

It Is not furprifing that a condu6t fo ex- 
tremely partial fhould have given umbrage to 

^ Now ArchbiOiop of Mccblio* and advanced to the dig- 
Btty of Cardinal* 

the 
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^ %H '^ the other counfellors« The prince of Orange 
^ ■^y * i»» and the counts Egmont and Horn ' were more 
'^^^' particularly offended with it. Their high fta- 
tionsb their merit and fervices, and the truft 
which ha4 ever been repofed in them by the 
tat^ empcror> entitled them to a princip^ Iharc 
in the regent's mpft fecret councils f and they 
were filled ¥rith indignation when they faw 
^hat, on every occafion> a preference was given 
to the cardinal* <* In this/' t;hey faid, " con- 
lifted the reijompence of all their fervices, to 
be reduced l^y the king, tp whofe perfon, and 
intcreil they had ever ihcwn th? moft inviola- 
ble attachment, under the dominion erf* an ar- 
rogant and haughty ecclcfiaftic. The dutchefs 
of Parsna ha4 tb^ awi& of {i^ent, but the 
power v^ lodged in the l^inds of Qranvelle, 
The moftimportaiit affairs of the ilate were aU 
determined inprivate by him, without the con-^ 
fcnt,. or eventiie knowledge of th^^^otlier coun-^ 
^Uors. Their fGoas- kii the council, ^nd their 
goveri^em of the pro^nces^ wt re gnly hig^<* 
ibunding er¥^>ty' iiafXKS:i which g?;Ve the^ (h^ 
appearance ©f authority i ^^ilft. thfy did aot 
poffefs aay real powrer, but were oqually fub-r 
jefted with others to the arbitrary wilj of Grann 
yelle/^ 

5 ^dmui^ls of the Nciherlandau 
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WHiLX^the prince of Orangt ^and tht ttther ^ f>^J>* 
difcbntented Lords had fo much rcafon to be ^ y -» 
diffatisfted, it could not te cxpcfted that xiity /*^ 
would be extremely aftive in executing the or- 
ders of tht court.' Ndtwithftariding all that 
had bfeeh done to ibpprtfs the new opinions In 
religion, th^fe opinions Were diffufed wider ^lid 
wider c^cty day throyghoiit the ptovinCti. 
This Gram^lte idTcribed to the negligence of 
the magiftrates in ea^^tcuting thfe cdidts. 5lie 
prince of Orange, on the other htuiii, and count 
Egmont, 'drfc*r the blitoe of it on huiii and 
faid, that by puriuing meafufes to which the 
pedpte of the -Netileriands had never been at- 
cuttonied> lie had foiired their minds, and 
brought the i'egent's government into hatred 
and contempt. Thofe complaints were often 
made in the presence of xhc regent herfelfj 
who, bemg pfefled oh the one hand by the po- 
fitive orders of the king, inculcated by Gran- 
Veile, and on the other, diftrefled by her appre- 
henlion of the confequences to be dreaded from 
fo much ill«-h{umour and difcontent, could only 
give Toothing arifwers to the complaincrs, arid 
'flatter thefn with Tome, general hopes th^t the 
grounds of their complaints would be removed. 

Shb was /ftill more embarraflcd, wheto the ThdranU 
princcof Orange propofed in the council, that, ijainft 

! _ cardinal 
^" Cralivcllc. 



I 



238 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK in order to remedy the prefent evils, fhe (hould 
V- — J^^ fummon a convention of the States. It could 
• '^^^* not be expefted that Granvelle would relifh this 
propofal. For he was not ignorant how ill the 
people flood aflfcfted to his perfon, and his 
meafures of government j nor how much fupe- 
rior the influence of the prince of Orange would 
be to his, if die States were aflepibled. But 
he did not negleft the prefent opportunity of 
ingratiating himfelf with the king. When the 
. regent gave Philip information of the propofal 
which had been A^ade, to her, and defired to 
receive his . inflruftions on the fubjeft, Gran- 
velle took that occafion to reprefent to him, 
/' That nothing could be more prejudicial to 
' his authority than the aflcmbling of the States : 
a meafure which ought at all times to be avoid- 
ed, as it ufually produced an inclination in the 
people to encroach upon the prerogatives of 
the crown j but which there never was io much 
ground to dread as at prefent, when perfbns of 
all conditions were fo deeply infefted with a 
Ipirit of fedition and difcontent. The abbots 
would come to the convention, inflamed with 
indignation on account of the late diminution 
of their revenues. The lower nobility and the 
.deputies of the towns would be gained^ over by 
the prince of Orange, and the. other difcon- 
tented lords \ and the people, * ever fond of in- 

' - ' novations, 

4 
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novations, I would be much more inclined to 
regard the opinion of their deputies than that 
of the regent, ortheminijlers of the kiag," 

This reprefentation was perfeftly agreeable 
to Philip's views and fentimentsi nor did he 
heiitate in complying with (he counfel whiqh 
was offered him. He immediately renewed his 
orders to the regent with refped to the rigq- 
rous execution, of the edifts ; . and thereby let 
the prince of Orange and the other nobles fee 
that there was nothing farther from his intexj- 
tion than to convene the States, in order to 
confider of more gentle expedients for prevent* 
ing the growth of herefy**. 

Thb perfecutions, therefore, were Carried oti Tfa«yappir 
as formerly. The compaflion which all men hifwa^^^, 
felt for the unhappy fufferers, excited a general 
odium againft the government. Xhe magif- 
trates encountered infurmountable difficulties 
in executing the orders of the court ; and the 
number of proteftants increafed daily, while 
the moft vigorous efforts wcre^ made to extir- 
pate them ^by. the regent and, her minifters. ♦ ^- 
Granvelle endeavoured to convince the king, 
that this was;chi^fly-o,wing to the remifihefs pf 
the governors.* of i^he provincesi Thcy-weije 



' BeativogliOy lib. ii. p. 1 5 



not 



040 HISTGHY XyP THE 51E1GN OF 

"* %u^ not ignorant ofhfe accufatioti; andtbcing now 
- w -^r*— ^ incetifed againft him more 'dian ever» they re- 
^^^* folved to make hhti feel die eSc&s of their 
refentment. Agreeably to this refolution^ the 
prince df Of ange, and the counts Egmont and 
Horn, wrote alettcr to thekhig, in which they 
laid the blame of all the difhi^anccs in the 
Netherlands upon *c cardinal ; who> they Te- 
prefented, had aflumed the fole dirdftion 6f 
2CjBfairs9 ^d, by his imperious condnft, had 
rendcfcd himfi^lf the objeft of unhrctfal hatred. 
« It was impdljible fbr them to ferve either the 
'king or the people, v^hilft a peribh fo exceed- 
ingly cAnorious'pdliHred fiichtinlimited irtfln- 
ence. But the government 'wotiM proceed 
fmoothly, if Granvelle were removed j and in 
'cafe the king Wtould grant their requeft, there 
'fliould be nothing wanting on their part, either 
to fupport his authority, or to maintain the 
purity of the catholit faith, to which they were 
' not lefs iincerely attadied than cardinil 'Orain- 

veffe." 

pMip'sif. ' To this letter Philip, after a delay df fomc 
"Ttrottths, made as mSd a reply ^as could jtiftly 
Ittvt been ejqpeflted ; but Ire -cowchtdcd -with 
-diftrving, ^» That it Was not -his praSfticc to 
-afiShHs his mlnlfters upoii the eotiiij^^ts ^f 
their enemies, till he had given them an op- 
portunity of vindicating their conduft, Juftice 

too 
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too required that, from general accufations, ® yn '^ 
they: Ihould defcend to mention particular ^ y ^ 
crimes or mifdemeanours 5 and if they did not 
incline xo do this in writing, one of them might 
come to Madrid, where he would be received 
with ctOTj noark of diftinftion and refpect/' 



il^S- 



\ 



With this aniwQr the prince of Orange and 
the other lords were much diffatisfieds and 
they had the couragjK .to reply, " That they 
were greatly difappointed to find fo little regard 
paid 10 their rcmonftrancc. For they had not 
writ their former letter, as cardinal Granvelle's 
acctifers, but as the king's counfellors -, who, 
by virtue of their office were bound to inform 
him of whatever appeared to be of confequence 
to the welfare of his dominions* They did not 
dcfire that the cardinal Ihould fufFer harm ^ and, 
in any place except the Netherlands, they 
Ihould be glad to hear of his profperity g but 
his continuance there, they thought, was in- 
compatible with the public peace." They ^dd- 
cd, ** That they did not efteem the cardinal 
fa highly as to undertake a journey to Spain on 
his 2LQX:0&nt 1 and that flnce the king was pleaf- 
ed mrtpdf&(6 little confidence in their opiniort, 
they hoped^ he would dftpenfe with their farther 
attendance in- the council*} where,' as diey could 
not be prefent. without a diminution of their 
dignity, it was impoflible for them, while the 
« Vol, h R cardinal 
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BOOK cardinal retained hb influence, to be of the 

VII 

V— ^^^ finallcft ufc." 
1565. 

To this fccond letter, Philip made no other 

anfwer^ but that he would confider of what 

they had faid> and that in the mean time he 

expefted they would continue to give their 

15^4- afliftance as formerly in the council. 

Departure They now faw that he had no intention to 

of QrAa<* 

▼eUe. comply with their rcqucft. Still however they 

obeyed his orders, and at x times they went to 
the council 5 but there, and every where elle, 
they treated the cardinal with fo much ridicule 
and contempt, that being at length difgufted 
with his fituation, he applied for liberty to re- 
tire. The king confented, but with great re- 
ludance ; and could never forgive the prince 
of Orange, and the other lords; who had re- 
duced him to this neceffity *. 

His met. Granvellb's departure was not attended 

Ittrct Adopt- 

t4 by vi- with thofe advantages which his enemies ex- 

BiriaUnoAt^ pcftcd to dcrivc from it. They had flattered 

themfelves with the hopes of obtaining, after 

his removal, their juft fhare in the adminiftra- 

tionj but Viglius^ and Count Barlaimont, 

* Bentivogiio. Grotius. 

' Prcfidcnt of the privy-coaocil» and efteemed the great- 
. eft lawyer in (he Netherlands. 

two 
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two zealous catholics, who had concurred with ^ ^p ^ 
Granvelle in all his arbitrary meafures, were '^ — — ' 
loon received by the regent into the fame degree '^ ^' 
of favour which he had poflefled, and were al- 
lowed to exercife the fame unlimited influence 
in the government. ' 

A LITTLE before this time the council of PuWtcttion 
. . , of ihc de- 

Trent hadpubliflied its decrees, and Philip, as ocesofthe 

mentioned above, had refolved to have them T«nt. 
obeyed throughout all his dominions. The 
difturbances which fubfifted in the Low Coun- 
tries, ought to have deterred him from adding 
fuel to a flame which already burnt with fo 
much violence. But his bigotry, together 
with his arbitrary maxims of government, ren- 
dered him averfe to every mild expedient, and 
determined him to enforce obedience to the de- 
crees in the Netherlands as well as in Spain and 
Italy. When the regent laid his inftruftions on 
this head before the council of State, flie found 
die counfellors much divided in their opinions. 
The prince of Orange maintained, " That the 
regent could not require the people of the Ne- 
therlands to receive the decrees, becaufe feveral 
of them were contrary to the fundamental laws 
of the conftitution. He reprefented that fome 
cathpl^g .princes had thought proper to rejeft 
them i and propofed that a remonflrance fhould 
be made to the king on the necelfity of recall- 
R 2 ing 
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ing his inftruftions.'* Several other lords were 
of the fame opinion. But Viglius, on the other 
hand, urged with great eameftnefs, the nccef^ 
fity of complying immediately with the king's 

' commands. '* By general councils/* he faid, 
*' the church had in all ages fecured the purity 
of its difcipline and doftrines. > No remedies 
for the diforders in the Netherlands could be 
devifed more likely to prove effe6hial, than' the 
decrees in queftion. If they fhould be found 
in any refped incompatible with the laws or 
privileges of the. Netherlands, the inconveni- 
ences dreaded from thence might be prevented, 
by executing them with prudence and modera- 
tion." He fubjoincd, " that it was the pecu- 
liar glory and happinefs of their fovereign, that 
either he did not entertain the fame erroneous 
fentiments, or lie under the fame difagreeable 
neceflity as thofe other catholic princes who had 
rejedled the decrees i but held opinions, and 
could follow meafures, which, while they were 

. conducive to the welfare of the church, were 
neceflary in order to fecure the peace and pro- 
fperity of his fubjefts ^." 

Progrefc of This fpccch of Viglius had the defired efFeft 
creorm- ^^^^ ^^ regent j who immediately rcfolved, 
without regard to what had been oiFeftd by the 

t BentivogKoy b. ii. p» 22. 

prince 
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prince of Orange, to publilh the decrees. But ^ ^ JJ ^ 
from different caufes, both the number and •' — v—^ 
courage of the reformers were now greatly aug- '^ ^' 
mented. In confequence of the civil wars in 
France, many proteftants of that kingdom had 
retired into the fouthcrn provinces. . And 
through the conftant intercourfe which fub-, 
lifted in the way of trade between the more 
northern provinces and England and Germany,, 
theie provinces were filled with proteftant mi- 
nifters, who, being prompted by that ardent 
zeal, which the knowledge of infiportant tfUth 
lately" discovered is. calculated ta infpire> ex- 
erted thcmfelves with unceafing induftry in pro- 
pagating their religious tenets. The country 
abounded at the fame time with books written 
againft the popilh rites and doftrines. Several 
of the nobility, and many pf the magiftratesj^ 
had imbibed the new opinions. The gover^ 
nors of the provinces were either not inclined 
to execute thofe edidts to which they had from 
the beginning fhewn themfclves averfe ; or, as 
they often declared, they found it impraftica-* 
ble to carry them into execution, without lay- 
ing the country wafte, by forcing into exile 
great numbers of its mgft induftrious inhabi- 
tants. « lip. many places the edidts were not 
executed «t all J and in others, the proteftants 
were refcued by the. people from the hands of 
R 3 the 
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BOOK the inqiiifitors, and the inquifitors thcmfclves 

1,^^,1 -i obliged to fly from the enraged multitude. 
1565. 

^onTVc^V '^"^ regent difcovered at this time great per^ 
to Spain. plexity and hefitation. She was exceedingly 
defirous to have her adminiftration approved 
by the king, and would have gladly complied 
with his inftruftions j but flie could not help 
being alarmed by the repeated reprefentations 
which were made to her of the confequences 
that might arife from driving the people to de- 
ipair. She therefore judged it expedient to 
fend one of tfce principal nobility to Spain, to 
inform the king more fully than fhe could do 
by writing, of the real ftate of the provinces : 
and having made choice of count Egmont for 
her ambaflador, as one who was equally accept- 
able to all parties, Ihe employed Vigliuis the 
prefident to give him her inftruftions, in pre- 
fence of the other counfellors. The prince of 
Orange was highly diflfatisfied with the terms 
in which thefe inftruftions were exprefled : 
" This reprefentation," faid he, " of the ftate 
of her affairs, is not calculated to inform the 
king, but to deceive him. The relation which 
the prefident has given of our calamities falls 
infinitely "fliort of the truth. We muft lay 
open from the bottom thofe wounds under which 
the country bleeds, elfe the king can never 
apply the proper cures. Let us not, by our 

mifrepre- 
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mifreprefentations, make him believe the num- 
ber of heretics to be fmaller than it is. Let us 
acquaint him, that every province, every town, 
every village is full of them. Let us not con- 
ceal from him how much they defpife the 
edifts, and how little they refpcft the magi- 
ftrates ,• that he may fee how imprafticable it 
is to introduce the inquifition, and be convin- 
ced that the remedy which he would have us to 
apply, would be infinitely worfe than the dif- 
eafe." He added, " That although he was a 
true catholic, and a faithful fubjeft of the king, 
yet he thought the calamities which had been 
lately experienced in France and Germany, af- 
forded a fufficient proof that the confciences of 
men were not to be compelled, and that he* 
refy was not to be extirpated by fire and fwqrd, 
but by reafoning and perfuafion i to which it 
was in vain to expeft that men would be 
brought to liften, until the prefent practice of 
butchering them like beafts was laid afide." 
He reprefented likewife the abfurdity of pub- 
lifliing, on this occafion, the decrees of the 
council of Trent, and propofed that count 
Egmont fhould be inftrufted to requeft the 
king to fulpend the publication of them till the 
prefent tumults were allayed. But the regent 
was either not inclined or not at liberty to fol- 
low the opinion of the prince of Orange in 
preference to that of Viglius. She qalled 
R 4 count 
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^ %ii ^ ^<^*^^ Egmont apart from the council^ and 
u-v-^ having given him fuch inftruftions as (he 
'^ ^' thought proper, flie made him fet out immc* 
diately for Spain ;. after having flattered him 
with hopes that his journey thither, if he im- 
proved the opportunity aflforded , him, would 
fecure; him the full pofleflion of his mafter's 
favour \ 

His recep. Xhi king received him at Madrid, and cijj. 
tertained him, during his ftay there, with cyery 
teftimony of regard. When he was about to 
return, he made him a prefent of fifty thoufaod 
florins ; and as the count had feveral daughters^ 
Philip promifed to dilpofe of them in mar- 
riages fuitable to their father's rankt The cor 
temporary hifl:orians differ widely in their re- 
lations of .what pafTed with refpeft to the fub* 

Hit return, jejfts of Ws embafly. The mpfl: probable 4C^ 
count is, that although Philip's anfwer was not 
clear and explicit, yet that he exprefled him- 
felf with fo much foftnefs in fpeaking of the 
cdifts, and uttered lb many flrong profeifions 
of affeftion for the people of the Netherlands^ 
that the count, who was in the higheltdegrep 
candid and fincere, was induced to believe that 
the king did in reality intend to alter his mc^- 
fures of government. It is certain ^ that be 

* BcDiivogHo, lib. ii. Grotius, lib. i. * Grotit^s. 
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returned to the Lo^Couhtries highly fatisficd ^ ^^ ^ 
with the court of Spain 1 and extolled the good* ^— ^ ' -^ 
nefs of the king, and the love which he bore '^*^* 
to his Flemifli fubjefts. The prince of Orange ' 
was not fo eaffly deceived. Count Egfnont had 
been impofed upon, he faid, by Spanifh arti- 
fice. His private intereft had blinded his pe- 
netration, and created in him an ill-grounded 
fccurity with regard to the public good \ 

But although count Egmont was not able '« «>nfc- 
to fatisfy the prince of Orange, it Ihould fccm thUrepltt, 
that his report was credited by moft of the Ip^ini^^"" 
pther counfeUors, and even by the regent Ker- 
fclf i who would not otherwifc have agreed to 
a meafurc which, immediately after the count's 
arrival, was fuggefted in the counciK It was 
there propofed that a certain number of divines 
and lawyers fhould meet together in Bruflels, 
to confider of the moft effeftual methods of 
putting a ftop to the growth of herefy ; and the 
regentreadily confented to this propofal, with- 
out enquiring, as Ihe ufed to do on other oc- 
cafions, whether it would be agreeable to the 
king. To this conference Ihe called the bi- 
ftiops of Arras, Ipres, andNamur; Ravenfte- 
nius and Janfenius, two eminent divines ; the 
twoprefidents of the provincial councils of Flan- 

* Vid. WHHam*i Apology, p. 485. 

I ders 
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^%n^ ders and Utrecht, andi two eminent lawyers 
( — A-^ from Mechlin and Brabant. 

The refolt of their deliberations was, that 
fchools for inflxufting youth in the principles 
of the Catholic faith, fhould be ercfted in all 
the provinces i that particular attention fhould 
J>§ given to reform the lives of the clergy i and 
that in punifhing heretics mild chaftifements 
fliould be adopted, in the room of thofe fevere 
ones, which upon trial had been found fo ior 
pffcftualS 

July. The regent -having tranfmitted to the king 

^ndlS with an account of thefe determinations, was greatly 
**• furprifed when fhe was informed, that, far from 

approving them, he was extremely diffatisfied 
with her for allowing the conference to be held, 
The fubjefts ^hich had b^en confidered in it, 
were points, he faid, alrea4y fixed by his autho- 
rity ; and Vrhich, on that account, ought not to 
have been brought under deliberat;ion. The 
diforders which pccafioned fo much uneafinef^ 
to the regent, had aril'en from the connivance 
or negligence of her minifters. But if any of 
them were found wanting, either in courage or 
in zeal for the fervice which he required, ihc 
muft immediately difmifs them, and fubftitutc 

' Bentivoglio, lib. ti« p.*t5« 

Others 
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Whers in their place ; for no fervice which flie » ^ o K 
could perform, would be either fo acceptable ^ - s/ " ^ 
to him, or fo conducive to his ^lory and in- '* *' 

tereft, as the extinftion of herefy in die Ne- 
therlands. 

The regent had, from the beginning of her The perfe- 
adminiftration, been extremely folicitous to aewtku"* 
gratify the court of Spain. Nothing could 
have, made her agree to the conference, bqt 
her convi6lion, founded on count Egmont's 
repprt, that it would not be unacceptable to 
the king. As foon as Ihe difcovered her mif- 
take, Ihe publifhed an edidt, confirming all the 
former edifts, and requiring the governors and 
councils to proceed in the execution of them 
with the utmoft diligence ". 

Even Viglius * hefitated as to the expediency 
of this meafure at the prefent juncture ; and it 
excited in the minds of the people univerfal 
indignation and aftonifhment. Thofe hopes 
of deliverance from their grievances, which 
they had conceived from count Egmont's jour- 
ney to Spain, had, by his report of the king's 
difpofition towards them, been raifed, to the 
greateft height. Their difappointment now 
was proportionably great. They did not blame 

^ Meurfias^Gnlt Aariac. p«4, 5. * Ibid. p. 4. 
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count Egmonti for they were perAiaded that 
he had been deceived; but theydetefled the 
'*^^* duplicity md artifice of Philip and his mi* 
. nifters. 

The count had too much fenfibility not to 
be deeply affefted on this occafion; and he 
complained bitterly, that the king had afted 
with no other defign in the ftudied kindnefs 
which he had fliewn him, but to expofe him to 
the contempt or hatred of his countrymen, and 
thereby to ruin his credit and influence *". 

rrbe prince The prfnce of Orange was almoft the only 
of Orange ^^^j^ j^ whom this unexpefted meafure creat- 
ed no furprife. When the new edift was tranf- 
mitted to him, he wrote to the regent a letter; 
in which he reprelented, " That in the prefent 
temper of the ptsople, it was impoflible for the 
king's fervants to execute the orders impofed 
upon them, without involving the provinces in 
a civil war." " But if ftill," he added, " your 
Itighnefs be determined to have the edifts car- 
ried into immediate executicin, then I ixiuft 
defire that fome more prope^.perfon may be 
appointed in my place, who, pofTeffing greatjcr 
authority, may be better qualified to fulfil your 
intention. The king is not ignorant, that, on 

^ Strad«» lib« iv« p« ii8. 

Other 
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other occaiiotls, I have fpared neithfcr toy per- 
fon nor my fortune in his fcrvice. My prefent 
conduft proceeds not from the want of loyalty 
or zeal^ but from a perfuafion that I cannot 
yield the obedience required from me, without 
diihonour to myfelf> and infinite prejudice to 
the Netherlands ^. 
\^ 
Neither the prince of Orange, nor the 
counts Egmont and Horn, expreffed their diA. 
fatisfa£tion with the prefent meafurcs of govern- 
ment in any. other way than by making remon* 
ftrances and complaints. As it was greatly 
their intereft, fo it appears to have been their 
fincere defire, to avoid incurring the king's 
difpleafure. And they ftudied to give him 
every proof of fidelit)' that could be reafonably 
expefted from thofe lyho were members of a 
free ftate, and had fworn to maintain the fun- 
damental laws of the conftitution. 



The conduft of many of the other nobles The 
was not fo fcrupulotrs and refcrved. They fet 
on foot, at this time, a confederacy, by which 
tiicy bound thetnfelves to fupport one anothei-, 
in preventing the inquifition from being efta- 
blilhed in the Netherlands. The prime mover st. AWt- 
of this expedient was Philip de Mariiix, Lord 

9 Cea. Hift. o£ tkd ^Netherlands. 
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of St. Aldcgonde, a nobleman highly diftin* 
guilhed for his eloquence, his addrefs^ and his 
*^^' political abilities, who had the merit of contri^ 
buting more than any other perfon (the prince 
of Orange alone excepted) towards accomplifli'^ 
ingthat happy revolution, by which the north- 
ern provinces were refcued from the Spaniih 
yoke. By his advice, and according to his 
direftion, a writing was drawn up, termed the 
Compromife, which is here inferted, as it 
marks ftrongly the fpirit by which the people 
of the Netherlands were animated. 

" Whereas certain malicious perfons, un- 
der the cloak of zeal for the catholic religion, 
but in reality prompted by ambition, pride^ 
and avarice, have, by their mifreprefentations, 
perfuaded our lord the king to introduce into 
thefe provinces that moft pernicious tribunal 
the inquifition ; which is not only contrary to 
all human and divine laws, but exceeds in 
cruelty the moft barbarous inftitutions of the 
moft favage tyrants in the heathen world ; which 
fubjefts all authority to that of the inquifitors, 
reduces all men to a perpeti^l ftatc of mifer- 
able flavery, and by the vi/itations which it 
appoints, expofes the beft men to continual 
appreheniions ; fo that if a prieft, a Spaniard, 
or wicked minion of power fliall incline, he 
may, by meaAs of this inftitution, accufe any 
- ^ manj 
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man, Aowever innocentj and caufe him to be ■ ^^ "^ 
imprifoncd, condemned, and put to death, v. v/ ' ^ 
without being confronted with his acaafers, '^^^ 
and without being allowed to bring evidence of 
his innocence; or to fpeak in his defence : For 
thefe reafons we whofe names are here fub- 
fcribcd have refolved to provide for the fecp- 
rity of our families, goods, and perfons ; and 
for this purpofe we hereby enter into a facrcd 
league with one another, promiGng with a fo- 
lemn oath, to oppofe' with all our power, the 
introduftion of the above-mentioned inquifition 
into thefe provinces ; whether it fliall be at- 
tempted openly or fecretly, and by whatever 
name it (hall be called, whether that of Inqui- 
fition, Vifitation, Commiffion, or Edift: de- 
claring at the fame time, that we are far from 
entertaining the defign of attempting any thing 
prejudicial to the intereft of our fovereign the 
king ; but on the contrary, that our fixed in- 
tention is, to lupport and defend his govern- 
meitt, to maintain peace, and to prevent to 
the utmoft of our power, all feditions, tumults, 
and revolts. This agreement we have fworn ; 
and we hereby promife and fwear to^nlaintain 
it for ever facred; and we call Almighty God 
to witnefs, that neither in word nor deed^ftiail 
we ever weaken or counteraiSl it, 

** We likewife promife and fwear, mutually 
to defend one another, in all places, and on all 

occafions. 
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* vn ^ occafions, againft every attack that fliall be 
^- V- .^ made^ or profecution thit (hall be raifed^ 
'^^^' againft any individu^ amongft us^ on account 
of his Concern in this confederacy. And we 
declare^ that no pretence of the pcrfecutors, 
who jmay allege rebellion, infurredion, or any 
other plea, fliall exempt us from this our oath 
and promife. No action can deferve the name 
of rebellion, that proceeds from oppofition to 
the iniquitous decrees of the inquifition ; and 
therefore, whether any of us be attacked di- 
reftly on account of oppdfing thefe decrees, or 
under pretence of puniflilng rebellion or infur- 
redion, we hereby fwear to endeavour by all 
lawful means to procure his deliverance. 

** In this and every part of our conduct re- 
garding the inquifition, our meaning is, to 
fubmit to the general opinion of our confede- 
rates, or to that of thofe who ihall be appoint- 
ed by the reft to aflift us with their counfel. 

*^ In witnefs of this our league, we invoke 
the holy name of the living God, as the fearchcr 
cfourheartsi humbly befeeching him to grant 
us the grace of his holy fpirit, that all our en- 
terprifes may be attended with fuccefs, msCy 
promote the honour pf his name, contribute to 
the welfare of our fouls, and advance the peace 
and true intereft of the Netherlands/' 

Such 
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Such were the terms of the compromife, ^ ^,^^ ^ 
which was quickly circulated through the pro- w^.--^ 
vinces, and fubfcribed by perfons of all ranks, '^ ^* 
whether catholics or proteftants. Books were 
at the fame time multiplied, in which liberty 
of confcience was pleaded, the abfurdities in 
the popiih doftrines and worfhip expofed, and 
hideous pidhires drawn of the inquifition. 

The regent felt great anxiety with ^ regard 
to the confequences with which fo much ill- 
humour and difcontent were likely to be at- . 
tended. She had never fully credited the reprfe- 
fentations which the prince of Orange and fome 
of her other counfellors had often made to her. 
And flic now complained bitterly of the fitua-' 
tion to which flie was reduced by the orders 
fent from Spain. *^ For to what purpofe was 
it (ftie faid) to publifli edifts, when 1 wanted 
power to enforce their execution ? They have 
ferved only to increafe the people's audacity, 
and to bring my authority into contempt ^" 

The prince of Orange, and the counts Horn Spfcch of 
and Egmont, had, ever fince the laft republi- oJVrargt 
cation of the edids, abfented themfelves from ['i'^" *"•""* 
the council. The regent now wrote to them 
in the moft urgent manner, requiring their at- 

^ Bentivoglio and Scrada. 

Vol. I. S tendance. 
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B o o K tendance. They readily complied ; and the 

c— ^l,,i recent, after having informed them of her dc- 

'^ ^' fign in calling them together, defired they 

would deliver their opinions without referve. 

The prince of Orange was among the laft who 

rofe, and he fpoke as follows ' : 

*' Would to Heaven I had been fo fortu- 
nate as to gain belief, when I ventured to fore- 
tel what has now happened. Delperate reme- 
dies would not in that cafe have been firft ap- 
plied, nor perfons who had fallen into error 

' been confirmed in it, by the means employ- 
ed to reclaim them. We Ihould not cer- 
tainly think favourably of a phyfician's pru- 
dence, who, in the beginning of a difeafe, 

♦ when gentle remedies were likely to prove 
efFeftual, Ihould propofe the burning or cutting 
off the part infefted. 

• ** There are two fpecies of inquifition. TJic 
one is exercifed in the name of the pope, and 
the other has been long practifcd by the bi- 
Ihops. To the latter, men are in fome mea- 
fure reconciled by the power of cuftom ; and 

' This fpeech is recorded by Nicholas Burgundius, wh© 
compiled his hillory from the papers of the prefidenc Vi- 
glius. Vide Brandt's Hiftory of the Reformation in the 
Netherlands. 

confidering 
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confidcring how well we are now provided with 
bilhops in all the provinces, it may be reafon- 
ably expefted that this fort will alone be found 
fufficient. The former has been, and will for 
ever be, an objed of abhorrence, and ought to 
be abolifhed without delay. 

u With refpeft to thoie edicts which have 
been fo often publiflied againft the innovators 
in religion, hearken not to me^ but to your 
own experience, which will inform you, that 
the perfecutions to which they have given rife, 
have ferved only to increafc and propagate the 
errors againft which they have been exercifed* 
The Netherlands have for feveral years been a 
fchooli in which, if we have not becrt extremely 
inattentive> we may have learned the folly of 
perfecution* Men do not for nothing forego 
the advantages of life , much lefs do they ex- 
pofe themfelves to torture and death for no- 
thing* The contempt of death and pain, ex- 
hibited by heretics in fuffering for their reli- 
gion^ is calculaped to produce the moft power- 
ful efFcfts on the minds of fpeftators* It works 
on their compaffion> it excites their admira- 
tion of the fufFerers, and creates in them a 
fufpicion, that truth muft certainly be found 
where they obfervc fo much conftancy and for- 
titude. Heretics have been treated with the 
fame fcvcrity in France and England as in the 
S 2 Low- 
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BOOK Low-Countries. But has it been attended 

' ,^ — ' there with better fuccefs ? On the contrary, is 

'^^^* there not reafon, there as well as here, to fay 
what was faid of the chriftians of old, That the 
blood of the martyrs is the feed of the church. 
The emperor Julian, the moft formidable 
enemy whom chriftjanity ever faw, was fully 
fenfible of the truth of this. Haraffing and 
tormenting could only ferve, he knew, to in- 
flame that ardent zeal which he wanted to ex- 
tinguifh. He. had recourfe therefore to the 
expedient of ridicule and contempt; and this 
he found to be more effeftual. The Grecian 
empire was at different periods infefted with 
herefies of various kinds, -ffitius taught errors 
in the reign of Conftance ; Neftorius in that of 
Theodofius j Arius in that of Conftantine. No 
fuch punifhments were inflifted, either on the 
herefiarchs themfelves or on their difciples, as 
are now praftifed in the Netherlands ; and yet 
where are all thofe falfe opinions now, which 
the firft broachers were at fo much pains to 
propagate ? Such is the nature of herefy, if it 
refts, it rufts; but he who rubs it,. whets it. 
Let it be neglefted and overlooked, it will foon 
lofe the charm of novelty ; and with that, it 
will lofe the greateft part of its attradtive power. 
But they are not the examples only of heathen 
princes which I would recommend to the re- 
.. gent's imitation. In complying with my ad- 
6 vice. 
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vicci fhc will tread in the fteps of our late ^ ^^^ ^ 
glorious emperor, her father; who from ex- ^ — ^-^ 
perience was convinced, that gentle meafures '^^^* 
were more likely to prove efFeftual than fevere 
ones J and therefore adopted the former, in 
preference to the latter, for feveral years before 
his refignation. 

*' The king himfelf appeared, at a certain 
period, inclined to make trial of mild expe- 
dients. But,* through the influence of the bi- 
fliops and other ecclefiaftics, he has changed 
his views. Let thefe men anfwer for their 
conduft if they can. For my own part, I am 
entirely fatisfied that it is impofTible to root 
out the prefent evils in the Netherlands by 
force, without fhaking the State from its foun-^ 
dation. I conclude with reminding you of 
what we have all heard frequently. That the 
proteftants in the Lx)w-Countries have opened 
a correfpondence with thofe in France, Let us 
beware of irritating them more than we have 
already done, left, by imitating the French 
catholics in their feverity, we, like them, in- 
volve our country in the dreadful miferies of a 
civil war.'* 

This fpeech was not entirely without efFeft. 

It convinced the regent, that Ihe muft either 

make fome conccffions to the confederates, or 

S 3 have 



IS^. 
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^ ^y^ ^ have recourfe to arms. She was inclined, to 
^— v: — ' follow the latter of thefe meafures, becaufe Ihe 
knew it would be more agreeable to the king ; 
and ihe defired count Egmont to undertake the 
command of fome forces which he propofed to 
raife in order to carry her defign into execu- 
tion ; but the count declined accepting of itji 
faying. That he could not fight with, honour in 
defence of the inquifition. The dutchefs found 
it neceffary, therefore, to embrace the other 
alternative, and to attempt to foothe the mal-5 
contents^ by making fome abatement in the 
rigour of the edidts *. 

Meanwhile the number of thofe who had 
acceded to the compromife was become fo 
confiderable, that they thought it was now 
time to take fome ftep towards fulfilling their 
engag^nrients. With this view they fet out for 
Bruffels, where the court refided, and fent fome 
of their number to defire leave of the regent, 
to lay before her their fentiments concerning a 
fubjeft in which the intereft of the king and 
their perfonal fccurity were equally concerned, 
fhc counfellors i^rere divided in their opinions 
with regard to the anfwer proper to be made to 
this requeft. Some of them were for rejecting 
it utterly i others s^ivifed to admit two or three 

*■ ||randt, vol. i* p. 165* 

of 
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of the confederates and no more ; but the opi- ^ ^JJ ^ 
nion of thofe prevailed who thought that, at ♦ — v^ — ^ 
prefentj it would be imprudent to furnifh them '^ 
with any juft ground of offence, by denying 
them a privilege to which every inhabitant of 
the Netherlands was intitled ; efpecially as they 
were without arms, and no danger could be 
apprehended from admitting them. 

They entered Bruflels in the beginning of 
April one thoufand five hundred and fixty-fix, 
in number between three and four hundred, 
on horfeback. Befides count Brederode, who 
was defcended from the ancient earls of Hol- 
land, there were the counts Colemberg and 
Trefemberg, the marquis of Mons, the baron 
of Montigny, and count Lewis of Naffau, 
brother to the prince of Orange ; all of them 
perfons of confiderable influence in the pro- 
vinces. 

They went in a body, walking two by two, 
from the houle of count Colemberg to the pa- 
lace, and were received there by the regent, 
attended by the council of ftate. 

They began their petition with declaring. Petition «f 
« That as hitherto they had never failed in *^«"^'>^=*- 
loyalty to the king, fo they were ftill as much 
as ever determined to hold fait their allegiance, 
S 4 They 
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" V ? ^ They were fcnfiblc that their prefent condudt 
^ — V. — ' might be mifconftrued; but they chofe rather to 
'^^^* cxpofe themfelves to this rifle, than not inform the 
regent of what they were convinced was of the 
highcft confequence to the intereil both of the 
king and the provinces. The folicitude which 
the king had difcovered to preferve religion 
pure in the Netherlands, deferved the higheft 
praife -, but experience had fhewn, that the re- 
medies employed for this purpofe contributed 
only to increafe the difcafe. They had long 
flattered themfelves with hopes, that the States 
would have been afTembled, to devife means 
more likely to prove fuccefsful j but fince this 
defirable event had not taken place, they thought 
it their duty to inform her, that if the meafures 
of government refpefting religion were not 
quickly altered, they were periuaded it would 
be impofTible to prevent a general infurreftion. 
It was therefore their earneft defire, that flie 
would fend fome proper perfons to the King, 
to acquaint him with the neceflity of foftening 
the rigour of the edidls i and they intreated her 
to fufpend the execution of them till hi3 plea- 
fure jfhould be known. But if no regard, they 
added, fhould be paid to this our humble and 
moft earneft prayer, we call God and the king, 
your highnefs, and thefe your illuftrious coun- 
fellors, to witnefs, that we have given warn- 
ing of the impending danger, and fhall not 

be 
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be accountable for the calamities that may ^ o^o k 

cnfue^" ^^^ 

1564. 

To this petition the regent gave the follow- Anfwer of 
ing anfwer in writing : " That ihe was not in- * '***'**' 
vetted by the king with power to fufpend the 
execution of the edidts 5 but that Ihc was not 
averfe from fending fome proper perfon to 
Spain, where fhe would willingly employ her 
good offices to procure them fatisfaftion. That, 
in the mean time, fhe would iiTue orders to the 
inquifitors to proceed in the exercife* of their 
office with moderation ; and that, in return for 
her conceffions, Ihe expefted that the peti- 
tioners would ftudy carefully to avoid all occa- 
fion of offence." 

The confederates, much diffatisfied with this 
anfwer, infifted earneftly upon receiving one 
that was more explicit ; and the regent, dread- 
ing the confequences of fending them away in 
ill-humour, ordered her fecretary to communi- 
cate to them the inftruftions which, after con- 
fidering the matter more maturely, Ihe had re- 
folved to trahfmit to the inquifitors. Thefc 
were, that henceforth they fhould proceed 
againft offenders in the article of religion with 
the utmoft gentlenefs 5 and fhould not punifh 

t Sentivoglio and Brandt. 

any 
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any of them i^nth banifhment^ imprifbnment, or 
confifcation^ unlefs they were found guilty of 
'^ feditious praftices. And thefe inftructions, it 
was added> were to remain in force till the 
- king's pleafurc fhould be Icnown. The con- 
federates, on the other hand, engaged, not to 
attempt to make any innovation in religious 
matters, but to wait patiently for the determi- 
nation of the aflembly of the States; which, 
they fondly flattered themfelves, would be held 
foon, in order to put an end to all their 
grievances. 

The mar- AcRBEABLT to hcr firfl: declarations, the 
and the ba- rcgcnt immediately dilpatchcd the marquis of 
tipiyfcnttp Mons and the baron of Montigny, to lay the 
^^^^ petition before th^ king. And thefe two noble- 
men gladly undercook the taflc aiTigned them i 
little fufpe&ing either how fruitlcfs their jour- 
ney was to prove, as to the intention of it, or 
ho^ fs^tal to themfelves, For^j as will appear 
in the fequel, Philip did not confider them as 
the regent's ambafladors, but as perfons who 
had brought her under the difagrecable necef- 
fity of clothing them with that charafter, and 
as the heads of a confederacy which had been 
formed againft his government. 

The ifttcm. In the mean time a report was propagated in 
Sf?he re*^ thc Netherlands, that the regent had confented 

formers. ^q 
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to the public profeflion of the reformed reli- ^ ^^ "^ 
gion. In the belief of this, the people threw off ^ v * ^ 
the referve which they had hitherto maintained, "'^^^' 
and the proteftant miniilers preached in many 
places to numerous affemblies of perfons, who 
came together in arms, with a reiblution to 
defend themfehres, in cafe the inquifitors ihould 
attempt to interrupt them. From thefe alTem* 
blies they foon paffed to open violence againft 
the churches, and delpoiled them of all their 
coftly ornaments. 

Thesb outrages were firft committed in the 
province of Flanders ; and the example of the 
Flemings was quickly difFufed throughout all 
the provinces, In a little time afterwards the 
fame tumultuous (pirit appeared in the great - 
commercial towns \ in which, from their fre- 
quent intercourfe with foreign proteftants, and 
from the fpirit of liberty that naturally grows 
up in large communities, almoft the whole bo- 
dy of the people had embraced the new opi- 
nions. 

In Antwerp the reformers indulged them* 
fclves in the mpft unjuftifiable extravagancies. 
They infulted the catholics when employed in 
the functions of their religion. They broke 
furioufly into the great church, which was one 
of the richeft edifices in Europe, overturned the 

altars, 
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BOOK altars, defaced the paintings, and deftroyed all 
the images of the faints. 



Vlf. 
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From the cathedral they flew with the fame 
ungovernable fury to the monafterics and con- 
vents ; and there, after forcing open the gates, 
and obliging the monks and nuns to fly intp 
the city for Ihelter, it appeared that, under the 
cover of religious zeal, many of the moft aban- 
doned of the people had joined with the re- 
formers, and embraced the prefent opportunity 
of gratifying their rapacity. The fame riotous 
fpirit appeared in numberlefs other places. It 
Ipread like a conflagration over all the provin- 
ces 5 meeting every where with the fame com- 
buftible materials, and every where producing 
the fame pernicious eflFefts. 

In BruflTels they were overawed by the pre- 
fence of the court: yet even there, they had in 
fome meafure thrown oflT their wonted referve ; 
and the regent, apprehenfive that her perfon 
was in danger, refolved to refide in Mons, 
This refolution gave much uneafinefs to the 
prince of Orange, and the counts Egmont and 
Horn J who faw how much difhonour it would 
refleft on them, to have it believed that the 
perfon of the princeft was infecure, where they 
were inverted with fuch high command, and 
pofleflTed fuch extenfive influence. They em- 
ployed 
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ployed every argument that could prevail upon 
her to alter her intention. They pledged their 
lives and fortunes for her fafety i and promifed '^ ^* 
to exert their utmoft power in quelling thofe 
diforders which were the caufe of her inquie^ 
tude* At length Ihe yielded to their intreaties, 
and confented ftill to remain at Bruflels ". 

The feveral governors foon after fet out Thefucccft 
for their relpe£live provinces. The prince of ?he^n€e 
Orange, befides being governor of Holland, tn?ueiiE!«' 
Zealand, Utrecht, and Burgundy, was vifcount ^i»ci«owk«* 
and governor of Antwerp. And even the po- 
pifh hiftorians acknowledge, that, having often 
gone thither, he had exerted himfelf ftrenu- 
oufly in quieting the tumults occafioned by the 
intemperate zeal of the reformers. At this An«iLr 
time he ordered three of the riof ers to be exe- 
cuted, and fined and banilhed feveral of the 
reft. He again opened the great church, and 
reftored the exercife of the catholic religion. 

But finding it impoflible to prevent the pro- 
teftants from holding their religious meetings, 
he entered into an agreement with the perfons 
of the greateft influence among them, by which 
they were allowed to exercife their religion in 
churches within the city, provided that they 

" BcntivogllOf Brandt^ &c. 

Ihould 
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fhould come together without arms; that ^ they 
ihould give no annoyance to the catholics ; and 
'^^' that their preachers fhould refrain from all in- 
veftivcs againft the eftablilhcd church^ And 
he confented that this agreement fhould remain 
in force till he fhould know the pleafurc of the 
king J to whom the proteftants engaged to fub- 
mit, or immediately to leave the Netherlands* 

The regent approved of every part of Wil- 
liam's conduft on this occafion^ except his 
allowing the reformers to hold their meetings 
within the town. In order to fatisfy her on 
this head, he reprefented, that he had granted 
them this indulgence from a conviAion which 
experience had already confirmed, that by means 
of it he could more eafily prevent the perni- 
cious effefts of their extravagance ; thkt when 
they were under his own eye, or that of the 
magiftrates, their afTemblies were not near fo . 
numerous as formerly ; their preachers were not 
fo apt to indulge their enthufiafm, or to ufe 
indecent freedoms with the goverriment ; nor 
the people fo apt to be inflamed, as when they 
aflembled without reflraint in the open fields. 
^ This meafure, he added, was not only expe- 
dient, but necefTary. There was no room for 
authority or perfuafion. The reformers had 
fhewn themfelves unalterably determined to 
fet up their worfhip within the city, whether 
I he 
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he had permitted them or not. Their aflem- ' ^^ ^ 
blies in the country had generally. amounted to ^^^ J ^ 
twenty-four or twenty-five thoufand. Even in '^^^^ 
the town they were feldom lefs than ten thou- 
fand. He had no army to reduce fo great a 
number to obedience 5 and not a fingle perfon 
among the catholic inhabitants could be per- 
fuaded to take up arms againft them ". 

After quieting the difturbances in Antwerp, 
the prince fet out for the provinces of Holland 
and Zealand, where his prefence was equally , 
neceflary. There too, as in Antwerp, he em- 
ployed all his power and influence ; and did 
more towards quelling the tumultuous fpirit of 
the reformers, than any other perfon could have 
done, without an armed force to overawe them^ 
He perfuadcd them to reftorc the churches 
which they had ufurpedj and, except in one 
or two places, they were fatisfied with the liber- 
ty which the regent was willing to allow, of 
holding their affemblies for religious worfliip 
in th« fuburbs of'thc towns, or in the country. 

Count Egmont was no lefs aftive in his de- Coant tt* 
partment. From natural temper, as well as ccfs. 
from political principles, no man was more 
averfe to barflinefs and feveritys yd being 

* Brandc. Van Meteren» lib. ii. 

ftrongly 
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BOOK ftrongly prompted on this occafion by his dc- 
I,., ^ ' / fire of gratifying the king, he waS at the ut- 
'^^^' moft pains to difcoverthe rioters, andpunilhed 
many of them with rigour* He reftored the 
priefts to their funftions, opened the churches 
which had been Ihut, and reduced all the pro- 
teftants within his government to the neceflity 
of acquiefcing in the conditions which the re- 
gent had prefcribed. 

cmwJ Cownt Horn likewife afted with uncommon 

ccfi. ^irit and vigour in the city of Toumay, where 

die diforders had rifen to a greater height than 
in other places. The inhabitants of that city, to 
the number of fix thoufand, having taken arms, 
and laid fiege to the garrifon, they foon re- 
duced it to fuch extremity, as obliged the com- 
mander to inform the regent, that if Ihe did 
not fend him immediate relief, he could not 
hold out longer than one day. She had not 
troops fufficient to oppofe fo great a force j nor 
was there any other expedient in her power, by 
which fhe could preferve the garrifon from fur- 
rendering, but that of fending count Horn, 
their governor's * brother, to intercede with 
the inhabitants. The count forced his way, at 
the hazard of his life, into the midft of them 5 
and with great addrefs perfuaded them not only 

^ The Baron de Montigny, at this time in Spain. 

to 
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to defift from the blockade, but to lay down book 

' their arhas, to yield up the churches which they '^ — vr^ 
had ulurped, and to r^ft fatisfied ,with Certain *^^*' 
places of worlhip which he had afligned them 
without the city '. 

From this reprefentation of the conduit of ^IV^^ ^^ 

, - * ' " Philip 8 

the prince rof Orange and the cpi^nts Horn and '"c^fi^n to 
Egmbnt, they . had* v^ry little, reafpn^ itjhould men!*!'* ** 
feem, to dread the king's difpleafure. For 
they were not lefs ^ftive, nor lefs Xuccefsful 
than the other governors ^ with whom Philip 
is faid to haye been entirely fatisfied. But the 
difapprobation which they had difcovercd of 
his meafures of governn\ent fome years beforej 
die objeftions which they had urged againfl: his 
retaining the Spanifh forces in the Low-Coun- 
tries i the neceffity to which they had reduced 
him, of removing Granville ; their frequent re-- 
monftrances in the council againft the inqui- 
fition and edifts; and the attachment which 
they had ever ihewn to the liberty and confti- 
tutional privileges of the provinces : all thefe 
caufes had alienated him entirely from them, 
and had begotten, in his dark revengeful mind, 
a degree of hatred and refentment, which nei • 
ther time, repentance, nor faithful fervices, 
could erafe^ 

* Brandt, Meteren, &c. 

^ The Counts Aremberg and Megen, 

Vol. I. T These 
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BOOK These noblemen had been difappointcd of 
*— ^-Iw the private, as well as public advantages which 
'^^^* they expefted to derive from the removal of 
Granville. Viglius and count Barlaimont 
were equally their enemies as the cardinal^ and 
equally difpofed to put malicious interpretations 
on their conduft. In thefe they were power- 
fully feconded by Granville ; who, fome time 
after his leaving the Netherlands, had been 
called to Madrid, where he enjoyed his wonted 
influence. This he did not fail to employ 
againft his enemies in the Netherlsuids ; and he 
found it cstfy to perfuade the king, that in fe- 
cret they had been abettors of all the difturban- 
ces which had arifcn. Philip wjis therefore 
fired with indignation againft them, and re- 
folved fooner or later to make them feel the 
weight of his refentment. At prefent, how- 
ever, he thought it neceffary to conceal his 
fcntiments ; and in his anfwer to the account 
of the late tranfaftions tranfmitted to him by 
the regent, he exprefled his gratitude for the 
zeal that had been difcovered in his fervice, 
and exhorted her, and the governors of the 
provinces, to continue their endeavours to allay 
the tumults in the beft manner which the prefent 
cirqumftances would permit. 

Forcci u- With this anfwer he fent money, and an or- 
der for raifmg a body of catholic troops, upon 

whofe 
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whofe fidelity he could depend for an abfolute ^ ^o k 






compliance with his will. 

The regent was not remifs in executing this 
order. She immediately levied a body of ca- 
valry, and five regiments of infantry ; of which 
fhe gave the. command to the counts Erbeftian, 
Charles of Mansfelt, Reuls, Baron Schomberg, 
and the Sieur de Hierges, fon of count Barlai- 
mont. 

The prince of Orange and the counts Horn 
and Egmont could eafily difcern the defign of 
this armament ; and they declared their difap- 
probation of it in the council, as a meafure 
calculated to rekindle the flames of difcord and 
fedition. 



They were at, the fame time informed by Dircoveryof 
letters from the marquis of Mons, and the baron ^g^y^* 
of Montigny, that whatever public anfwer had 
been fcnt from the court of Spain to the dutchefs 
of Parma, it was known to every perfon at 
Madrid, that the king was highly ofi^ended at 
the conceflions which tkey had made lately to 
the proteftants. That they were coiifidered as 
fomentors of the tumults, and encouragers of 
hcrefy. That the king and his minifters talked 
now more explicitly than they had hitherto 
done. The compromife had no other name 
T a , given 
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* vjj ^ given it but that of a conlpiracy -, and the pd- 
.^■■^^^■^■ii pular infurreftions were never mcntioned^ but 
'^ ' as an open rebellion. There was no longer any 
room to doubt that the king, by the advice of 
Granville and Alva, was determined to wreck 
his refentment on all concerned, and particu- 
larly on them, whom he confidered a$ the mod 
guilty. And although at firft domefUc forces 
only were to be employed, yet their operations 
would foon be feconded by thofe of Spain. 

The prince of Orange Had feveral times de- 
fired leave of the regent to refign his employ- 
ments; alleging, that it was imppffible for him 
at once to difcharge his duty to his country, 
and to fatisfy the king. The regent had as 
often' refufed to confent to his requeft ; and had 
accompanied her refufal with expreffions of 
high regard, and with entreaties that he would 
not forfake her at a time when his affiftance was 
rhore than ever neceflary. On the prefent 
occafion he made the fame application to the 
king, who gave him the fame anfwer, and em- 
ployed the fame expreffions of regard and con- 
fidence '• 

But the prince had received intelligence of 
Philip's moft fecret councils and he knew that 

■ Bcntivoglio. Sec the letter annexed to. William's. 
Apology. ^ 

his 
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his real fentiments were entirely different from ® ^j^ ^ 
thofe which he profefled. Through a corrc- ^ — ./-^ 
fpondence which he held in France, he had ^^ 
procured a copy of a letter to the regent, 
from Alva the Spaniih minLfter at Paris, which 
confirmed the information that had been tranf-^ 
mitted by the marquis of Mons and the baron 
of Montigny. In this letter, Alva particularly 
infifted on the pfefent favourable opportunity 
of eftablilhing in the Low-Countries that un- 
limited authority which the king had long fo 
carneftly defircd- He advifed the regent, as 
matters were not yet ripe for execution, to 
meet the fmooth faces of Orange, Horn, and 
Egmont, with the fame artifice which they had 
employed 5 and concluded with inforrping her, 
that the king, who knew them to be fomentors 
of all the difturbances which had happened, 
would foon pay them the wages of. their ini- 
quity i and had fworn to punifti tbem and the 
other inhabitants of the Netherlands in the moft 
exemplary manner *. 

This letter the prince of Orange communi- conVefJilc 
cated to his brother count Lewis, and to the >^ n)«ndre- 

monde* 

counts Egmont, Horn, Hoogftraten, and feve- 

* The concluding words of the letter are, *< in a manner, 
that wonld make the ears of all Chriftendom tingle, even 
though it ihould put in danger all the reft of his dominions.'* 
Brandt, 2|6. Reidanus, p. 3. Meteren, lib ii. 

T 3 / ral 
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ral othei5 of the nobility ; who met together at 
--V — Dcndremonde, to deliberate concerning the 
'^^'^' meafures which it would be proper to purfue. 
Count Lewis, who was naturally bold and ar- 
dent, urged that they fhould immediately in- 
cite the people to take up arms j but his bro- 
ther the prince of Orange difapproved of this 
propofal, and ohferved, that if they fhould be- 
gin to wage w;ar in the prefent fituation of af- 
fairs, they would neither be able to carry it on 
with fuccefs, nor to juftify their conduft in un- 
dertaking it« That the inquifitien and edicts 
were in efFeft abolifhed 5 and a reafonable li- 
berty allowed in matters of religion. That, 
confidering the tumults which had been ex- 
cited, the regent could not be greatly blamed 
for raifing forces ; efpecially fince Ihe had le- 
vied none but fuch as were natives of the Ne- 
therlands* At prefent they could not allege 
any good reafon for having recourfe to arms ; 
but he believed that ere long the belt and 
ftrongeft reafons would not be wanting. And 
in the mean time his advice was, not only to 
be on their guard themfelves, but likewife to 
awaken in the people a fenfe of the danger 
with which they were threatened, that they 
might be prepared for entering upon ac- 
tion when the proper feafon fhould arrive. 

Had count Egmont been of the fame opi-- 
nion with the prince of Orange on this occa- 

fion. 
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fion, it is not to be doubted that all who were ^ ^„5? ^ 

Vila 

prcfent would have concurred in the meafures 
which he advifed ; and coniidering the great- 
nefs of their power and popularity, they nmight 
have induced the king to drop his plan, by 
making him fenfible of the difficulty of carry- 
ing it into execution. 

But they were all exceedingly difappointcd 
when they heard Count Egmont declare, 
^* That far from taking part in any meafure 
that might be oiFenfivc to the king, he looked 
upon every fuch meafure as equally imprudent 
^md undutiful. That from the enormities 
which had been committed, the king had fomc 
reafon to entertain fufpicions of their vigilance. 
That, for his own part, he was refolved, if pof- 
(ible, to wipe out thefe fufpicions, by exerting 
himfelf ftrenuoufly to reduce the people to a 
ftatc of perfeft tranquillity and obedience; 
which if he and the other governors could ac- 
compliih in their refpeftive provinces, he be- 
lieved they fhould hear no more of the Spanifti 
forces i for, after what the king had repeated- 
ly told him when in Spain, he could not re- 
gard what he had heard of his intention to rob 
the Netherlands of their liberty,". 

The prince of Orange and the other difcon- 

tented lords fpent feveral hours in attempting to 

T 4 bring 
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* vr? ^ bring him over to their opinion> but in vain. 

» — v/ — ' Although, as above related, the count had re- 
'^ ^* ceived fufficient proof of Philip's infincierity in^ 
his difcourfe with him at Madrid, yet the con- 
cern which he had^ appeared to take in the intc- 
jeft of his family, joined to his profeflions of 
perfonal attachment, had impofed upon him fo 
far as to prevent him from perceiving the dan- 
ger to which he was expofcd \ 



The nobili- 
ty c ncur 
with the 
regent. 



Thus difappointed of the affiftance of a peN 
,fon of fo great influence, that the other lords 
faw that nothing remained for them, but to con- 
ciliate Philip's favour, by an a6tive concur- 
rence with the regent in the meafuits which flie 
.was about to employ for the perfedl fettlement 
of the country. 



Her focre^i 
in fiipprcf- 
fing the le 
formeri. 



A GREAT deal had been already done for this 
end by the governors of the provinces ; but 
matters were not yet entirely upon the footing 
x>n which the regent defired to have them 
placed. The zeal of the reformers burnt with 
too much violence to be reftrained by the 
authority of the magiftrates, and ftill continued 
to difcover itfelf in the moft unjuftifiable irre- 
gularities s particularly in the city of Valen- 
ciennes, where the common people had almoft 



^. BentiYOgHb. 



univerfally 




PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 281 

uniyerfaliy embraced the reformation. The 
ftretigth and poguloufnefs of that city, its neigh- 
bourhood to France, and thc^ correfpondence 
which the people held with the protcftants in 
that kingdom, were powerful motives with the 
regent for defiring to have a garrifon placed in 
it, compofed of thofe troops which had been 
lately raifed* She wiflied to have had them 
admitted with the confent of the inhabitants ; 
but finding that it could not be obtained, fhe 
declared them rebels to the king, and ordered 
the lord of Noircharmes to befiege the town* 
The citizens feemed at firft refolvcd to defend 
themfelvcs ; but when they faw the batteries 
ready to play, their courage failed, and they 
fuq-endered the city at difcretion. Noircharmes 
no fooner entered it, than he ordered the go- 
vernor and his fon, the proteftant minifters, 
and feveral of the inhabitants who jiad been the 
moft aftive in the late difturbances, to be put 
to death; after which, having prohibited the 
public exercife of the reformed reKgioh,*heleft 
a ftrong garrifon in the place, under the com- 
mand of a rigid catholic. 

The fuccefs of the regent^s arms filled the 
proteftants with terror, and infpired the catho- 
lics with frefli courage and^efolution. She was 
not .lefs fuccefsful in Tournay, Bois le Due, 
and many other places. She'^ev^eft pferfiiaSed 

the 
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WHILE the dutchcfs of Parma was book 
thus fuccefsfully employed in quiet- ^^1^ ^ 
ing the difturbatices in the Netherlands, Philip 15*7. 
was only deliberating on the fiibject. The re* tiom at cIm^ 
gent had joined with the co'nfederated lords in Spdn.** 
reprefenting, that his pVeience would prove 
the moft efFe6hial remedy for the evils which 
prevailed j and this was the opinion too of fomc 
of hii§ Spanifll minifters. He had long talked 
as if he intended to comply with their counfeK 
He had even given orders for preparing (hips' 
for hfs voyage, and all Europe was in expec- 
tations of its taking place. But if he was 
ever ferious in propofing it, he was eafily in- 
duced to alter his intention, by the dread of 
a thofc 
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the city of Antwerp to receive a garrifon, by 
means of which the catholic party acquired fo 
great authority, and the reformers were fo much 
intimidated, that, without oppoiition, Ihc ba- 
niflied all the proteftant preachers, and abolifh- 
cd the excrcife of their religion "*. 

coaotBre. CouNT Brcdcrode and fome others of the 
*^'^** confederated lords had recourfe at this time to 
their firft expedient of a petition or remonftrance. 
But neither the regent nor the confederates were 
now in the fame fituation as formerly. She had 
no longer any reafon to be afraid of them, fince 
Ihe was fo well provided with an armed force ; 
and many of them having before this time be- 
come fenfible of their weaknefs, had iludied 
to convince her that they were now entirely 
devoted to her fervice. 

Count Brederode defired to be admitted 
into her prefence, but this ihe refufed; and 
vouchfafed no other anfwer to his petition, but 
" That he, and thofe who concurred with him, 
had wrefted her conceflions into a ienfe which 
ihe had never meant i and, by encouraging 
riots and tumults, had broken their agreement 
with her, and thereby forfeited their title to 
. complain %" 

"^ Beot^yo^AQ^ ^P*'47* ^ Brandt apd Bentivoglio^ 

From 
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From this anfwer Brcderode perceived there ® ^JJ '^ 
was no other refource left him but force of arms. ^ — v—-' 
Refolved to try his fortune in this way, he went '^ ^* 
immediately into Holland, and having drawn 
together a body of troops, he fortified himfelf in 
the town of Vianen. But the counts Arem- 
berg and Megen coming fuddenly upon him, 
he was foon reduced to the neceflity of retiring 
into Germany. He returned to the Low-Coun- 
tries in the year following, and died in the 
town of HarnhofF*. He was a perfon much 
relpefted by the proteftants, but appears to have 
poffefled more zeal than capacity, and to have 
been in no refpedt qualified to be the leader of 
a party. 

After Count Brederode was expelled, the Tranquiiii. 
j^eformers had nowhere courage to lift their cd. 
heads. The ftorm which had raged with fo 
much fury was fucceeded by a perfeft calm. The 
churches were repaired, the altars reftored, the 
images replaced, and the magiftrates refpefted 
and obeyed, in the fame manner as before the 
difturbances began 5 while the difcontented lords 
feemed now to have no other ambition, but to 
furpafs one another in giving proofs of their at- 
tachment to the regent, and of their zeal in the 
fervicc of the church and of the king ^ 

• Brandt. ^ Bcntivoglio, p. 48. 
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* vni'^ blifh the royal authority there on the fame de- 
i^, ^ ^ ^ firable footing as in Spain and in Italy **. 

No arguments could be better fuited to the 
temper and inclinations of the king j and ac- 
cordingly, without further . hefitation, he re- 
folved to fend to the Netherlands a ftrong and 
well difciplined army, .under the command of 
the duke of Alva^ whom,, from long experi- 
ence, he knew to be qualified in every refpefl: 
for executing the plan of tyranny and opprcffion 
which he was determined to purfue. 

The regent In the mcan time the dutchefs of Parma had 

remonArates - i i- rr* •• r i t j^ • • 

againft it. Tcduced . the aiFairs of the Low-Countnes into 
the fituation which is above defcribed. She 
fent Ipeedy information to the king of the fuc- 
cefs with which her endeavours had been ac- 
companied ; and reprefented to him, that there 
was not now the leaft oc^afion for the army 
which he had begun to prepare, fince the tu- 
mults were allayed, the rioters piiniftied, the 
heretics filenced, the church' reinftated in its 
wonted authority, garrilbns put in fuipefted 
places, and the whole country fettled in a ftate 
of perfeft order and tranquillity. 

^ Had Philip been in reality influenced by the 
pnotives which he pretended, he would, on re- 

* Bcntivoglio. 

ceiving 
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reiving this intelligence^ have countermanded ^ ^^^ * 
the orders which he had iffued for the march of ^ v '"'^ 
the troops. But in ifluing thefc orders it is '^^^* 
impoffible to believe, that he was prompted 
either by zeal for religion, or concern for 
the welfare of his Flemiih fubjcftsj but partly 
by the ambition of eftablilhing among them a 
defpotic government on the ruins of their an- 
cient conftitution (a meafure which the di* 
ftance of the Netherlands from his feat of em» 
pire muft have rendered particularly defirabii^ 
to a prince of fo imperious a temper), and part^ 
ly by an implacable reientment againft the 
prince of Orange and the other lords^ who had 
difcovered ajealouiy of his defigns* 

Regardless, therefore^ of the chartgfe wkiek 
the affairs in the Netherlands had lately under-* 
gone, Philip perfifted in his puipofea Theduk* 
of Alva went by fea for Italy^ and thence^ aftef * 
having aflembled the feveral bodies of trobps 
which were cantoned there, amounting to eight 
thoufand foot and one thouland five hundred 
horife, he direfted his march towards the Low-^ 
Countries, firft through the territories of the . 
duke of Savoy, and then through Burgundy 
and Lorrain. His army was augmented on its 
march, by the addition of three hundred Bur* 
gundian cavalry, and four thoufand German 
foot, and foon reached the province of Lux- 

Vol. I. U cmbur^ 
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^^i? ^ cmburg, without meeting with any nioleftation 

^■■^— i^ by the way. After putting garrifons in fbme 

'^^* of the frontier townis^ he fct out for Bruflels, 

where he arrived in the month of Auguft one 

thoufand five hundred and fixty-feven *. - 

Thetft©. His arrival fpread great confternatioh and 
excited by aftonilhment over all the provinces. Many 

the arrival 

ofAWtiod thoufand perfons had before this time left the 
J^^"' Netherlands j among whom was the prince of 
Orange, who, having long forefeen the im- 
pending ftorm, had withdrawn with his family 
and friends to his country of Naffau in Ger- 
many. He knew well how inveterate thofe 
prejudices were, which the king had for fcveral 
years entertained againft him ; and could not 
account for his fending to the Low-Countries 
fo formidable an army, commanded by a man 
fo tyrannical as Alva, without fuppofing that 
he was determined to rule the people with a 
rod of iron ; and, at the fame time, to wreck 
his vengeance upon him, and all fuch of the 
nol>ility as had ventured to difpute his will. 

The prince The prince would gladly have prevailed 
. retire's "r upon count Egmont to accompany him, and 
cermany. cndeavourcd to open his eyes to the approach- 
ing danger. He repeated the evidence which 

* Herrera, lib. ix. c. 3. 
C- •• * he 
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he had formerly/laid before him of tKe king's ® vin.^' 
intentions^ and he reminded him of the imp€N 
rious charafterof Alvaj who> from being their 
enemy and rival, was become their mafter^ and 
would not fail to employ his power to accom- 
plifh their ruin. But count Egmont was the 
father of a numerous family> which he could 
not fupport with dignity in any other country 
but the Netherlands. Confcious too of his fi- 
delity, and of the important fervices which he 
had performed to the king, he could not be 
perfuaded that Philip was infincere in the pro- 
feffions of friendlhip which he had made to him 
in Spain i nor could he believe that he would 
indulge his fefentment any farther, than to pu- 
nilh thofe who had been concerned in the late 
diforders. 

The prince of Orange finding the count in- 
flexible, left him, with thefe words: "You 
are the bridge, count Egmont, by which the 
duke of Alva will pals into the Netherlands! 
and he will no fooner pafs it, than he will 
break it down. You will repent of defpifing 
the warning which I have given you, but I dread 
that your repentance will be too late." 

In the interval between the departure of the 

prince of Orange in April one thoufand five 

hundred and fixty-feven, and th^ arrival of the 

U 2 duke 
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BOOK diike of Alva in the month of Auguft following, 
^..^v^ count Egmont perceived his importance much 
'^^^ diminifhed; but he reiblved to fubmit to his 
prefent difagreeable fituation^ and even hum*- 
bled himfclf fo far as to jeccivc and welcome 
Alva in the province of Luxemburg, where te 
inade him a prefent of two fine horfesj as a mark 
of his defire to live with him on amicable terms* 
Alva received this prefent with the haughtineis 
that was natural to him $ but in all his beha-* 
viour towards the count, he diflembled his in* 
tention, till he was prepared to put it in ex- 
ecution. 

imprifdn- One of his firft afts after his arrival at BruiTeU 
Munt/'ig-* was, to caft both count Egmoiit and cotint 
HoM *""* Horn into prifon. As the deed itfelf was ty* 
ranical, fo the manner of it wasv infidious. 
Count Egmont having been firft deceived him- 
felfi Was employed to draw count Horn into 
the fnare*. When Alva found that their ap- 
prehenfions were laid afleep, he defired one day 
that they would come to his houfe, to give him 
their opinion with regard to a citadel which he 
])ropofed to build in Antwerp; and after the 
bufinefs for which they had been called was 
over, they were carried on difiercnt pretences 
into feparate apartments, count Egmont by 

' Strtds, p* 215. 

Alva 
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Alva himfelf, and count Horn by his fon Fre- ^- ^^JJ ^ 
deric de Toledo. ** Count Egmont," faid v,r-v-— » 
Alva, " deliver your fword ; it is the will of ^^ ^* 
the king that you give it up, and go to pari- 
fon." The count, aftonifhed at this unexpedled 
declaration, would have attempted to efcapc; 
but obferving himfelf inmniediately furrounded 
by Alva's guards, he dcl^pred his fword, fay- 
ing, *f By this fword the caufe of the king has 
been x>ftener than once fucccfsfuUy defended %'* 
Both he and count Horn prot^fted, that, as 
knights of the Golden Fleece, they could be 
judged only by their peers, and imprifoned 
only by their authority. But no regard was 
paid to this proteftation. They were hurried 
away to priibn, in a place at a diftance from 
Brufiels, an4 out of the confines of the province 
where they refidedj in violation of a facred 
privilege, which, by a fundamental law, be^ 
longed even to the loweft of the people '. 

iNTELLioENei of this evelit (which was im- Thepcopb 
mediately followed by the imprifonmerit of rdgnpait^ 
count Egmont's fecret^ry^ the lord of picker* ' 
zel, and feveral other perfon^ pf 4ift^n£tion) 
was foon conveyed to the femotpft porners of 
the Netherlands, and filled th^ blinds pf the 
c^^olics as well as proteftants with the moil 

^ Strada, p. 215, ' Grotiut and Bentivoglio. 
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difquieting apprehenfions. It was no fecurity;^ 
they faw, againft the king's refentment, to have 
'^ '* adhered to the profeflion of the catholic faith^ 
nor even to have been aftive in oppofing the 
reforniers. None were confcious oF fo much 
merit of this kind, and none had diftinguifhed 
themfelves fp highly in the fervicg of the king, 
as thofc illuftrious ftefons who were now de- 
voted to deftruftion. Men therefore of all 
ranks were greatly alarmed,- and began to aban- 
don r their habitations; and it was computed 
that, at this time, and a little before Alva's ar- 
rival, more than . a hundred thoufand perfons 
fled into foreign parts. Great numbers of thefe 
were the mbft induftrious of the people, whq 
transferred their knowledge of arts and manu- 
fadurcs into the countries which gave them 
refuge; and thereby enriched the dominions 
of Philip's enemies whilft they impovefifhed his 
own ». 

^I'o/plr^ The imprifonment of the counts Horn and 
nVS* ^^^ Egmont was matter of furprife to no perfon fo 
>aiids. much as to the regent. Philip had aflured her, 
that although he had conferred on Alva the 
command of the army, yet the authority of the 
regent was ftill to rcniain in her hands ; and the 
fpyal comrnilfion which Alva produced on his 

8 yan MctcrcD, p. 8q, 
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firfl: arrival, was agreeable to this declaration. ^ ^ ^ 
But Ihe could not perfuade herfelf that the u.-^^ 
duke would have prelumed to make fo violent '^^* 
an encroachment on her prerogative, by the 
imprifonment of two of the firft perfons in the 
ftatc, uhlefs he had been invefted witR an 
authority much fuperior to that of which Ihe had 
been informed. : The king had not been inge- 
nuous, ihe fufpefted, in his condudl towards 
her, and had conferred powers on Alva by 
which her authority as regent was impaired. 
This Ihe confidered as a proof that Philip had 
liften^d to the calumnies of her enemies, and 
did not repofe in her that truft and confidence 
which fhe was confeious her zeal to promote 
his intereft had deferved. She judged that it 
would be derogatory to her honour, to remain 
any longer in the Netherlands ; and immedi- 
ately applied for liberty to retire. After re- 
peated folicitations, ihe at length obtained 
permiifion, arid left Bruflcls in the beginning 
of the year one thoufand five hundred and fixty- 
cight, much regretted by all the inhabitants of 
the Low-Countries, and particularly by the pro- 
teftants, to whom her adminiilration appeared 
mild and gentle, when they compared it with 
that which they had reafon to expcft under 
their prcfent government K 

^ Bentivoglio and Strada» 

U 4 After 
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BOOK After the departure of the dutchefs of Parmaj 
,^-v^-y the authority of regent remained entire id the 
AuVfib. hands of Alva; and by the ^^oyal n^andate, 
S'r which he publilhed, it appeared, that Philip 
had vefted him with higher powers than had 
ever been bellowed on any former governor, 
They were much higher ths^n as fqvereign of 
the Low-Countries be had a right to beflowji 
and were utterly fubverfive of all tl\e laws and 
privileges which at his inauguration he had fo* 
lemnly fworn to maintain. But before this time 
he had had recotirfe to that method of juftify- 
ing iniquity, of which the votaries of the Ro- 
mifli church have fo often availed themfelves j 
he had obtained from the pope a diipenfation 
from his oath, and no longer difguifed his in- 
dention to ellablilh a defpotic government In 
the Netherlands, on the ruins of the ancient 
conititution. Befides the abfolute con^mand 
of the army, Alva's commillion bore, that the 
king had conferred upon him the prefidency of 
. the three councils, of ftate, of juftice, and the 
finances ; with full power to pun,ifli or to par- 
don crimes of every fort, as he fhould judge 
to be expedient. 

Hs begaii his adminiftration with pubUfh- 
ing a declaration, that ^ month ihould be al- 
lowed to the reformers for preparing to leave 
^e country, without receiving during that 

6 ^ fy^^^ 
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Ijpace any trouble or mokftations and at the ^ ^ P ^ 
fame time he iffued fecret orders to the inqui- c-^.^ 
fitora to proceed immediately in the execution '^'* 
pf their edids with the utmoft rigour. 



To affift and encourage thefe men in the ex* The coo«cU 
ercife of their office^ he inftituted a new coun- 
cil, to which he gave the name of the Council 
of Tumults, which he appointed to take cog- 
nizance of the late diforders, and to fearch after 
and punifh all thofe who had been concerned 
dircftly or indireftly in promoting them. This 
council confifted of twelve perfons, the greateft 
part of whom were Spaniards. The duke was 
the prefident himfelf, and in his abfence, Var- 
gas, a Spanilh lawyer, diftinguiflied above all 
his countrymen by his avarice and cruelty '. 

One of the ftrft deeds of this tribunal, which Firftdecdof 
might well be called, as the Flemings termed ^ ''""^ 
it, the Council of Blood,^was to declare. That 
to have prefented, or fubfcribed any petition 
jigainft the late eredion of biftioprics, or againft 
the edids or inquifition, or to have permitted 
the exercife of the new religion under any pre- 
tence whatever; or to infinuate by word of 
mouth or writing, that the king has no right 
to abolifh thofe pretended privileges which have 

^ Brandt^ p. 260. 2651 &c. Van Meteren, lib, iii. 

been 
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BOOK bg^n the fourcc of fo much impiety, is treafon 
^, — yf^ againft the king, and juftly merits the fevereft 
'^^* punilhment he ftiall be pleafed to inflift*=- 

The pf rfe* The govcmor had already ftationed his army 
in fuch a. manner as he thought would moft 
effcftually/ecure the execution of this cruel, 
undiftinguilhing refplution of the council. In 
Antwerp he built a citadel, and compelled the 
inhabitants to defray the expence which this in^ 
ftrument of their own flavery had coft him. He 
began to biiild citadels in other places ; and, 
in the mean time, he fpreadhis troops over the 
country in fuch . formidable bodies, that the 
people, over whom they e^tercifed the moft op- 
preffive tyranny, either forfook their habita- 
tions, or gave themfelves up to deipair. Above 
twenty thoufand perfons efcaped it this time 
into France, England, and the proteftant pro- 
vinces of Germany ^ Great numbers were pre- 
vented from flying, and feized whilft they were 
meditating flight by the cruel hand of the pcr- 
iecutor. The innocent were overwhelmed with 
horror at the fight of the dreadful punifhments 
inflicted on the guilty j and lamented that this 
once flourifhing country, fo much diftinguifli- 
cd for the mildnefs of its government and the 
happinefs of its people, fhould now prefcnt no 

^ Van Meteren, lib, iii. p. (id. 
' Brandt and BentIvoglio« 

other 
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pther objeft to view, but €onfifcationS| impri- ■ ^^^^ ^ 
fbnments, and blood ", ^*' v ^ 

There was no diftinftion made of age, fcK, 
or condition. Perfons in their earlieft youth j 
perfons worn put^ and ready to fink under the 
infirmities of age ; perfons of the l^ighefl: ranfci 
as well as the lowcft of the people, on the 
fligktefi: evidence, ^nd fometimes even on bare 
fufpicion, were alike facrificed to the rapacity ^ 
and cruelty of the governor and his afibciates. 

Although in the ipace of a few months cruelty of 
upwards of eighteen hundred perfons fufiered aflbciitet. 
by the hand of the executioner j yet the duke 
of Alva-s thirft of blood was not fatiated. Pri- 
foners were not brought in fo faft, nor feized in 
fuch confiderable numbers, as he defircd. The 
time of Carnival was approaching, when he 
expefted that he fliould find the reformers off 
their guard. They would then leave, their 
Ikulking-places, he fuppofed, and vifit their 
families, while the catholics were immerfed in 
mirth and diflipation. On this . .occafion his 
foldiers, accompanied by the inquifitors, like 
fo many wolves, were let loofe among the pro- 
teftants i who were feized in the middle of the 
night in their beds, and from thence dragged 
\o prifons and dungeons. 

« Bentivoglio, p. 5S. 
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BOOK Many who had been only once prefent ut 
\_ ^- ^ the proteftant afiembliesj even although they 
**^ declared their faith in the catholic religion to 
be firm and unfhaken, were hanged or drown- 
ed; while thofe who profeffcd themfelvcs to 
be proteftants^ or refufed to abjure their reli*» 
gion^ were put to the rack^ in order to make 
them difcoyer their affociates 5 they were then 
dr^ged by htrfea to the place of execution, 
and their bodies being contunitted to the flames, 
their fufierings were prolonged with ingenious 
cruelty. 

To prevent them from bearing teftiniony, 
in the midft of their torments, to the truth of 
their profeffion, their executioners were not fa* 
tisfied with barely confining their tongues; diey 
firft fcorched them with a glowing iron, and 
then fcrewed them into a machine, contrived 
on purpofe to produce the mo& excruciating 
pain°. 

It is (hocking to recount the numberlefs in^ 
ftances of inhuman cruelty perpetrated by Alva 
and lys ai&ciates, efpeciatly when we confider 
that the unhapj^ vidim$ were not thpfe har* 
dened wretches, who, by daring and bloody 
deeds, are guilty of violating the laws of na^ 

" Brandt and Van Meteren» p. 69. 

ture 
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turc and humanity^ but were generldly perfons ^ vm*^ 
of the moftinoflfcnfivccharafters; who, having ' — ^^ 
imbibed the new opinions in religion, had too ^^^^ 
much probity to difguife their fentiments 1 ot^ 
at the worft, had been betrayed into indifcre* 
tions by their zeal for propagating truths^ 
Which they believed to be of the h^heft im^ 
portance to the glory of God and the happineft 
of men. 

Alva communicated a great Ibare of his fa* 
vage ipirit to the inferior magiftratesj who 
knew that they could not recommend them- 
felves more eflPeftually either to the king or to 
the governor, than by the exercife of rigour 
and feverity. Several of them, however, wKofe 
humanity prevailed over the confidcrations of 
fafety and intereft, were induced to give the 
proteftants timely warning to withdraw. Even 
the members of the bloody council *began . to 
feel their hearts revolt againfl: the reiterated in-r 
ftances of cruelty, to which their fanftion was 
required. Some of them applied for difmif- 
fion ; others had the courage to abfcnt themr 
felves J and out of the twelve, of which the 
counciLwas compofed, there were feldom above 
three or four prcfent o. 

Abovt 

• Tbif appears from the fetitences which thtj pafW. 
Matty of thefe weft fubfcHbed only by two or threiB ; U 
that, for bftance, againft Aathony Van Strideb^ which 

wu 
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About this tipfi€ the magiftratcs of Antwerp^ 
whofe behaviour from the beginning of Alva's 
AWa^t^'- adminiftrition had been extremely oblequious, 
at^^. thought thejr might venture to interpofe in fa-*- 
vour of certain citizens whom the inquifitors 
had imprifoned. Their petition was conceived 
in the humbleft terms j and they reprefentedj 
that although the perfons fof whom they plead- 
cdi had been prefent two or three times in the 
proteftant aflemblies, yet it was only curiofity 
that led them thither ; they were ftill true fons 
of the church, and faithful fubjefts to the king; 
and they had remained in the country till the 
time of their imprifonment, on the faith of 
the 'declaration which the governor had made, 
that they (hould not receive any difturbance on 
account of what had pafled, till the expiration 
of a month after his arrival in the Netherlands* 

To this petition Alva haughtily replied^ 
That he was amazed at their folly in prefum- 
ing to apply to him in behalf of heretics; and 
theylhould have reafon, he added, to repent 
bitterly of their conduft, if they did not aft 
more prudently in future ; for they might reft 

was figned only by Vargas and two others. Except during 
the firft two or three months, Alva feldom attended, bat 
all the Sentences were didUted by him ; and his prefence 
wa» tendered anneceffary by the active and unrelenting 
cruelty of Vargas* Grimeftone* 

aflured^ 
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' aflured, that he would hang them all, for an * y„? '^ 
exaniple to deter others from the like pre- u—^-^ 
fumption ^ '5«i^* 

Notwithstanding this, fome of the ca- 
tholic nobility, and Viglius, who had formerly 
concurred in all the arbitrary meafuresof Gran- 
velle, but whofe heart melted at the prefent 
mifery of his countrynnen, had the courage to 
remonftrate to the king againft the governor's 
barbarity. Even the pope exhorted him to 
greater moderation. Philip, however, refufed 
to countermand the orders which he had given, 
till he fhould hear from Vargas ; who advifcd 
him to perfevere in the plan which he had 
adopted, aflured him of its fuccefs, and at the 
fame time flattered him with the hopes of an 
inexhauftible fund of wealth that would arifc 
from confifcation. Vargas being feconded by 
the inquifitors at Madrid, Philip lent a deaf ear 
to the rcmonftrance which had been made to 
him, and the perfecutions wp re continued with 
the fame unrelenting fury as before^. 

The people of the Netherlands were con- Hiftory of 
firmed in their delpair of obtaining mercy from ^*'" ^"'^ 
Philip, by the accounts tranfmitted to them at 
this time from Spain, of his cruel treatment 

' Brandt, p. 265. ^ ^randt. Thuanus, c.xlili. p. g. 

of 



304 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK of his fon Don Carlos. Various Felations are 
'— -vA-' given of that tragical and myfterious affair by 
'^*^* the contemporary hiftorians ; but the foUow^- 
ing appears the moft confiftent and probable. 
This young prince had from his earlieft youth 
been noted for the impctuofity and violence of 
his temper; and though he never g*vc reafon 
to think favourably of his underftanding^ or his 
capacity for government, he had difcovcrcd the 
moil intemperate ambition to be admitted by 
his father to a fliare in the adminiftration of his 
dominions. Philip, whether from jealoufy or 
a conviction of his fon's unfitnefs for any im- 
portant truft^ refufed to gratify his ambition, 
and behaved towards him with diftance and re« 
fcrve ; while he gave all his confidence to the 
duke of Alva, Ruy Gomez dc Sylva, and the 
prefident Spinofa ; againft whom Don Carlos, 
pardy on this account, and partly becaufe he 
confidered them as (pies upon his conduct, had 
conceived the moft irreconcilable averfion. In 
this difpofition he did not fcruple, on different 
occafions, to ccnfure the meafures of his fa- 
ther's government, and particularly thofe which 
had been adopted in the Netherlands. He had 
ibmetimes expreffed his compafllon for the peo- 
ple there} had threatened the duke of Alva, 
and even made an attempt upon his life, for 
accepting the government i had been fufpeiSled 
of holding fecret interviews with the marquis 

of 
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of Monsand the baron dc Montigny; and had * ^g^ 
afterwards formed the defign of retiring into ^ ■ v " ^ 
the Netherlands, vith an intention to put him- '^^* 
fetf at the head of the malcontents, 

• 

Of this defign intelligence was carried by i^€%. 
fortie of the courtiers to the king i who, iftcr 
having confulted with the inquifitors at Ma- 
drid, as he ulbally did in matters of ^eat ini* 
portance and difficulty, refolved to pfevcnt the 
prince from putting his fcheme in execution, 
by depriving him of his liberty. For this pur- 
pofe he went into his chamber in the middle of 
the night attended by fome of his privy-coun- 
fellors and guards; and, after reproaching him 
with his undutiful behaviour, told hini that he 
had come to exercife his paternal correftion and 
chaflilemcnt. Then having difmifled all his 
attendants, he commanded him to be clothed . 
in a dark- coloured mourning drefs, and ap- 
pointed guards to watch over him, and to con- 
fine him to his chamber. The high-fpirited 
young prince was extremely Ihocked at fucK 
unworthy treatment, and prayed his father and 
his attendants to put an immediate end to his 
life. He threw himfelf headlong into the fire,, 
and would have put an end to his life had he 
not been prevented by the guards. During 
his confinement, his deipair and anguifh rofeto 
a degree of frenzy. He would faft fothet^mea 

Vol. I. X fat X 
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-^ vin * ^ whole days together;, th? a leat voc^poufly, 
J " V ^ and eodeavour to cbok/^ himfelf hy iwalloving 
"^^^ his viauals without chc«ijg. Several priaces 
interceded for his releaf^j as did ipany<)f the 
principal Spanilh nobles. But the father was 
r^leotlefs and inexorable. After Rx noo^ths 
imprifonmentf he caufed the inquifition of 
Madrid to pafs fentence ^ainft his Iba, and 
under the cover c^ that fentenoe^ oideredpoi- 
fon tpbe^veo him, which in ^ few hours put 
a period to his miferable life, at the 9^ q( 
twenty-three '. 

Fefcniiiy. Philip had, bcfore this time, given a proof 
of the cruelty of his diipoiitionj when, as above 
related, he chofe to be prefent at the execution 
of his proteftantfubje6b in Spam. His fingu- 
lar conduift on that occafion^ and the . coippo- 
fure with which he beheld the torments of the 
unhappy fufferers, were aTcribed by fome to 
the power of fupcrftition ; while they were re- 
garded by others, as the rhoft convincing evi- 
dence of the fincerity of his ?eal for the true 
religion. But his feverity towards his fon did 
not admit of any fuch interpretation. It was 
confidered by all the world as a proof that his 
he^rt was dead to the fentiments of natural af- 
Yeftion and humanity i and his fubjedls were 

- ' Compare Tlnianas, lib. xliii. c. viil, with Strada» fib. 

•/: ^ ^very 
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every wh«?e SUted wid^aftoniiflitfnent. It ftnick * ^^* 
tcffor ia a poiticul v imuiaw^ IPf o the inhab;^ v-^-v — ^ 
tjmts rf dw Low'^Coiintiie^i who. flw ^w yawi • '^^ * 
it was t0 eicpcft mercy from a prilicci whp bad 
fo obftinatdy reAifed to ^ifcr^ire it towards his 
own 6m y vrhQ& only crime, they believed, was 
his aitAchmfiW; to th«Tj, and his CQjnp^fTiQijfor 
thdf Q^fmiu^h 

Thus ui^hs^jpy pcopk ha4 no rcfburjce left Tbeprin^ 
but in the wifilom^ public fpiriti and cj^tenfiye JitcdT©** 
inftuencc of tbe prince of Or^^n^e^ Soon after Sd/" 
the duke of Alva's arrival in the Netherlandsi 
WiJUam h^d been cited jp appear before him;, 
and a declajjation had been publilhed by AJva, 
in the. name of the king, that in cafe of hh 
appearance, the utmoft lenity would be Ih^wn 
Um. But the prince was too fagacious to be 
Caught in this fnai;e. H[e refufed to obey the 
citation, and affigned the following rcafons for 
his refufal* 

" The citation was of fuch.a nature,'* he HeTei«ft» 
faid, «* that the duke of Alvor could- not ex- ^^^" 
peft his compliance with it. It was contrary 
io feveral refpeAs. to the fundamental laws of 
tKe Netherl^ds 3 the time allowed him tp mak^ 
his afqxarance wa$ nqt what thp laws prefcribed j 
and WHS fo ihort, that, cpixgd^eri^g his diftancc 
from the pl^cc fif ma), it w^ lAtt^ly impoffir 
X a blc 
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* vin'^ blc for him to appear on the<la7a:ppoinced 



^r- 



The duke of Alva was a judge, whftfe autho- 
'^''* rity he muft on every account decline; finte, 
as a Knight of the Golden Fleece, he could be. 
judged only by his peers; and, as an inhabi- 
tant of Brabant, by his fellow-citizens. It was 
a breach of his privileges to commit the power 
of judging him to a perfon who was qualified 
in neither of thefe refpefts ; and when injuftice 
was done him in the very nomination of his 
judge, he had little reafon to hope forjuftice 
in the decifion of his caufe ; efpecially when he* 
confidercd, that the duke of Alva had long 
been his peribnal enemy, and had lately, with- 
out hearing what he had to fay in his defence, 
proceeded on the fuppofition of his being guilty, 
and Tiad'feized violently, and fent to Spain, his 
IfJattsptir. ^^ ^^ count of Buren, who was purfuing his 
ftudies in the' univerfity of Louvain ; trufting 
for *the fecurity of his perfon, to his iinqueftion- 
able innocence, and the privileges of the place 
where he refided." 



His cftatet At the fame time with the prince of Orange, 
the earls of Hoogftraten and Culenlberg, and 
fevcFalother noblemen, were cited to anfwer 
fer- their condinSt} and, as foon as the Ihort 
term allowed to them for making their ap{>eaf- 
an€e was expired, Alva pronounced fentertcc 
agaiiift-thenPH and c<2>nfifcated their^fltftsi He 
: i ordered 
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ordered the houfe of count Culemberg in Byuf- 
fcls to be pulled down, becaufe the confcdc- 
Tates had fometimes held their aflemblies in it; '^ 
and he declared all the eftates of the prince of 
Orange, who (beiides his principality in the 
kingdom of France) poffeffed feveral in the 
Low-Countries, and Ibme of great extent in 
Burgundy, to be forfeited to the king ; a con- 
fideraWe (hare of the profits of which, if we 
may credit fomc hiftorians, he either applied 
to his own ufe, or beftowed on the numerous 
informers whom he employed. 

The prince of Orange was too well acquaint- H««mpioyt 
cd With Philip -s inflexible temper, to expect rion of the 
that any confideration or influence would pre- *'"'^'*'* 
vail with him to redrefs his grievances ; yet, 
that he might more clearly evince to the world 
the neceflity which he lay under of having re- 
courfc to arms, he fent to the emperor Maxi- 
milian, a particular account of the treatment 
which he himfelf had received, and of the 
cruelty which the duke of Alva was exercifing 
againit the people of the Netherlands; and in- 
treated him to employ his good offices in his 
and their behalf. Maximilian, a prince en- 
tirely oppofite in charafter to Philip, readily 
complied with this requeft. To give his in* 
terceflion the greater weight, he made choice 
of his brother Charles of Auftria for his am- 
X 3 bafladorj 
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l>aflad6r; ^ Inftra&cd him to i^preftnt| thtt 
in his opittioDi And that of all the princtt in 
Germahy9 the prefent conduft of the duke of 
Alva in the Law^rCountrie^ wa« no lel^ impo^ 
litic th^ rigid andfevere, 

Phaip*ir«. Philip's aniwer to (His. remtMiftrance was 

ply to the 

oipcMr. fuch as frc^ his well4ciiOwn char«£ber diefe 
was reafon to »pcA* The ^verities which 
had been en^loy^, he faid, had not yet been 
Jound fufiicient to reprel^ the pride aad.info- 
lence of his Flemiih fubjefts i and he hoped 
the emperor would take care not to permit any 
troops to be raifed againft hiiti in Qcmiafiy by 
the prince of Orang(^ and his aflbciate^^, 

So haughty an anfwer, given to a prince of 
; the firft rank ih Europe, who was Philip's near 
relation, demonftrated that it woXild be vain 
and ineffedhial to make any further attempt to 
divert him from his purpofe. It contributed 
likewife to alienate Maximilian from his inte- 
reft, and thereby. facilitated the levies which 
were foon afterwards made in Qevtn^ny for cart 
rying on the war. 

^f omJT^* The prince of Orange, who for fcveral 
prepares for months'p^ft had been folicited by the Flemiih 
of the Ne- exiles tQ take up arms^ woujd willingly have 

4?fen*f<i 
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deferred coiiipii|rmg wiifc thrir requefb, m ex-^ ^vmi ^ 
pedfcatidn of a more convenient fea&Mi, iivhen ^ *-v/ .i^- 
Philip might be inirolved in iwalp with, fwne of '^* 
the nei^bimring nations, and have it le& in his 
power to teftow attention on the Netherlands. 
But the i^np^tieftce of the exiles to return home, 
Ae great additions which At pei&eutions had' 
mndt to their numbers, and his dread xhzt 
Alva> were he fufferedto proceed, would efta-- 
hlilh his pbwer on too firm a foundation to be 
ihaken by any force which could be brought 
agoinft it i air thefe cMifickrakions concuired in 
determiiung hkn immediately to begin his pre*- 
parati<»ss,^ 

iif.oriler4x> raife moneys he fold his jewels, 
plate, and furniture. His brother, count John, 
of Naflau, fupplicd him with a confiderable 
fum, and he received contributions from the' 
Flemiih exiles* in* London, Embdedx CJcves, 
aadother places, where they had taken liheltert 

Hje. was aware how unable t^ mhabimns^ Hit bopesof 
tht NiCtherHinds were, ; teC refift,' tfee ^jtrma^pf 
Spam; imlefs Ibpported by feme {&mgfKf^9J^*i 
PhHip-was-ncit, however, near fafbrmidabte St 
diismme as during the iife of Mary Q^^m^^ 
Engtettidi vwho.kntw. no. oth*r* iiw ^^h^ry 
hij%aad*s Wilt and never fcrupl^d tt>:,<a<yj$cp 
theustfivdiii of^her people to his ambkiQn^u Ha4 
Mary hcdn ftiH adive, and Philip irf*poflfefllp^ ojf 
• , X 4 his 
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• y^fjj^ his former influence ovir the Eng^ councibt 

^— \^ — ' the inhabitants of the Netherlands would htvc 

'*^*- (Iruggled for their liberties in vain. It was 

fortunate for them> that the princefs who fat 

^nlf ^^^ "P^*^ ^^^ throne of England was led, both 

£j)sUiid, by inclination and intereft, to adopt a fyftem 

of politics entirely contrary to that (^ Mary, 

For as Elizabeth had eftablifhed the proteftant 

religion in her own dominions/ (he had before 

this time Ihewn h^rfelf deternuned to fupport 

the proteftants of the neighbouring kiifgdoms. 

She had interefted herfelf deeply in the civil 

wars of France^ in favour, of the Calvini.fts, 

whilil Philip g^ve affiibncc to the oppofite 

party. And the prince of Orange had reafbn 

to entertain the moft fanguine hopes^ that ihe 

would not remain an idle fpe£l:ator of what wai 

pafllng in the Netherjands, 

He hid conceiv^ expedations Ixkewife of 
obtaining fuccourfrom the French proteftants> 
and with this view had communicated all his 
meilures to their leaders, the prince of Condc 
and the admiral de Coligny. But his chief de^ 
pendence was upon the proteftant princes of 
Germany, whom, ever frnce he left the Ne-^ 
thedands, he had ftrenuouily endeavoured to 
pcifuftde, that if they did not^^exert them^ 
felve¥ •♦rith vigour, the liberties of the Ner 
therlands would foon be entin^ly fiipprefied ; 
jind the trading citicsi'with the profpcrity of 

. -\ which 
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Vhicfa the intcreft of the higher provinces of ■ ^J> ^ 
Gt^nnany Was infeparably conneftcd, would ^- — \r— ' 
be changed into ftrong hoIds> filled with Spa- ^^ 
nijh troops> which the duke of Alva^ ai foon 
as his purpofes in the I/)w-Countries were ac- 
compliffaed^ would not fail to employ agalnft 
the neighbouring powers^ 

Prompted by thefc motives, and by 2cal for ••<fi«» 
dieir religion, the count palatine of the Rhincy ft'matu 
the duke of Wirtemberg, the landgrave of 
Hefle, and feveral other princes, rcfolved tp 
ilipport William in his intended armament; 
and accordingly they furnilhed him with crc«i- 
Iiderable fupplies of money, promifed him 
more, and ailifted him in levying troops with- 
in their re^edive territories. 

WiiiLST the prince was employed in making 
levies in Clcves, . Juliers, and other countries 
adjoining to J^rabant and Guelderland, his brp- 
ther^ cdunt Lewis, was no lefs aflive in raifing coamUwit 
forces in the ipore northern parts of Germany^ 
and in gathering together the Flcmilh exiles. \ 

Count Lewis was much fooner ready to take arrives with 
the field than his brother, and he bcgan^his fhc nSL^. 
Mflteh in the end of April or beginning of May, ^^^^ 
He refolved firft to make an attempt on GrcA 
ning^Qs and'for this purpofe be pitched his 

camp 
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* %m!^ ^^"^P ^ ^^^ ^ fituatioAi that whUft he ctitdff 
t. ^ ^ that city from all corrcfpondence with the 
'^ ' neighbouriog couiidy, he kq>t a commufnc*- 
don open with his friends in Germany* 

fiiw • ^e. The duke of Alva fent count Aremberg^ aa 
SfimaNs. officer of confiderable reputation^ to oppofi: 
him 5 and ordered count Mcgcn> governor of 
Guelderland and Zutphen^ to march as fooir as 
poi&ble to count Aremberg's s^iftance, with a 
regiment of German infantry that was undei 
his command. Upon Aremberg's approtchj 
Lewis drew, off bis army to a ftill more advan^ 
tageous fituatioB; and encamped on a rifing 
ground with a large morafs in front. 

f HI Spaniards gave at this time a ftril^ng 
proof of that ferocity and infolencewlfiich they 
afterwards difcovered on numberlefs occafiqns, 
duriilg the courfe of the prcfcnt war. . Haying 
toinceived the moft contemptible opinion of the 
enemy, they were fired with impatience to en- 
gage, and as foon as they came in fight de» 
fnandcd the fignd of battle. Arcmberg en- 
deavoured to rcftrain their ardor^ by rcprelcnt' 
log that the enemy were fp ftroogly p<^9:ed9 and 
fo much fuperior in number, that it wo«ld b4 
impoffiblf: to attack them with fucceft till/OoiHg^ 
Mq;en ihoidd airive. But the Spanifui^s were 
not difp^ed f^hfir. to rrgafift his opinK>n» or to 

relpcft 
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f^c^wjft hfh aothortty. They rfptowhed hiih » ^* 
With i^fi^h^ to Ac king, and iccufcd him «f ^ v ■^ 
cowardice wid ignoraaicfc of tht itt «^ W*, '** 
Armiberg h&d notiiiffiicieftt ftreftgth of mitid 
to c&lpife theit r4>roaches» IhflaDOied with ill* 
liigna^on at their unworthy tmtntent df hitn^ 
^* *-^ tis TOtoch/' faid hcj " not to conq^mt*^ 
bmt to be ofvtrcome j aiid kw by the anm 6f 
the enemy, but by th^ nature of the pkfc*. 
We fiiaU be buried in the mud and wzm b«« 
'fere we cai> reach the enemy ^ but it will fooii 
appear^ whether I wt wanting either in coU<» 
jage or in fidelity <o the Idlig/' Saying this, 
he gav^ Ofders to adyifice. The Spaniards 
were in the frontj ^ Germans in the reat*« and 
the cavalry were diftributed in different plaicte 
afi the ground would permits ' Jjewid re^c^ced 
when he faw them approaching towards them. 
Jrbt had placed his cavalry;, under the command - 
q{ his brother count AdolpHus of Naflau, an tfafc 
right. On the left^ hijs main army was Covered 
by a hill, on which he had planted a itrong 
band of mu(keteer8« ^hind him there wa$ a 
tittle wood and, the wall^ <d a (convent i and iti 
his fnmt> the mora& above itieftcionedi vrfaidi 
was almoft ioipaflable^ Yet the %alu4rds tor 
lered k without .hcfoation, tod cpntimied to 
advance till they were within reach of the cam» . 
my*s fire. They catae to be fenfible of their 
foUy when if Was t6o late, * Thofe who had 

ftrft 
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firft entered were prevented from returning by 
thofe who followed^ and the farther they ad- 
•5^ y^anced^ they were the more eipofed ta the 
enemy '9 (hot, and the more entangled in the 
ipiid. When they were in this fituation^ Lewis 
attacked them vigoroufly in fronts while his 
brother broke in upon their flank with the ca- 
valcjf. They were qit to pieces almoft with- 
out refiftance. Six hundred Spaniards were 
killed. The Germans furrendered at difcrc- 
tion^ and were difmifled> after taking an oath 
that they would never more carry amis for the 
duke of Alva. Count Arembcrg, finding no 
room to aft as general, was obliged to content 
himfclf with performing the duty of a common 
fokiier ; and he and count Adolphus rufliirfg 
furioufly againft one another, fell each of them 
by the other*s fword. The Spaniards loft their 
artillery, baggage, and military chcft. The 
battle was fcarccly ended when count Megcn 
arrived, with fo ftrong a body of troops as would 
have been fufficicnt, if they lud advanced in 
time, to have changed the fortune of the day. 
But they were not able alone to face the enemy. 
And therefore Megen found it neceflary to 
take flielter in Groningen, where he coUeft- 
ed the fcattered remains of the conqirered 
aimy'.: . . ; 



The 
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The news of this defeat nffcacd the duke of » ^g^ 
Alva in the nK^/fenfible manner. He knew w«-v-«i«^ 
of J|ow much confequence it was to an^ caufe AiA^f in. 
that the firft enterprize Ihould^be attended with JhlrS^^ 
iiiccefs. He c^onfidered that Lewis h^ but juft *~« 
entered the Low-CoUntrieS when he had gain* 
ed: a fignal vi£fcory» and that the prince dC 
Orange was ready to begin his march with a 
ftill nlore formidable army than that of Lewis, 
The neighbouring powers, he doubttjd not, 
would be animated by what had happened, to 
grant the prince thofc fupplies which they had, 
promifed him; and the Flemings would be 
left afraid to declare in his favour. On thefe 
accounts he would have marched immediately 
into F^-iefland with his whole army, in order to 
cut off or fcatter the troops under Lewis before 
his brQther (hould arrive. But he thought it- Tiietn«i«f 
neccffary before he fet out, to difpatch the trial- Ef^mootaM 
of the counts Egmont an4 Horn, and fome.**^*^ 
other lords, whom at his firft coming into the 
Netherlands he had thrown into prifon. Some 
of his friends endeavoured to divert him from- 
his purpofe, by reprcfenting that the prifoner* 
were fo many pledges in his hands for the* 
peaceable behaviour of their adherents; and 
that putting them to death would only ferve to 
embitter the refentmcnt of the people, • and- 
make them receive the prince of Orange with 
open arms. He ftill> however, perfifted in his 
- refolution. 
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BOOK FefolutioA^ ^tMsqMdy if w« may bdftnre fbcnd 
hiftori^ns, by die apprehehfibn th^tf^ during 
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his abfence tht people migkttaktH^ amis< and 
ftleafe the prifbheps. Bkit, i€' yrt may credit 
others, he was influericed nd^r by revenge 
dian i^ttdence^ and couMf no loag^ reftraiii 
his fury, wMch was mfiamed at- thk erne fa^ 
the kiTs which his aripy had iiiftained \n the 
late engagemieni^ 

In one day he ordered eighteen perfonsof' 
jmik, whom the coyncil of tumults had pror 
nounced guiky of fubfcribing the tompromife^ 
or of prefenting remonftranecs to the dutchefs 
of Parma, to be put to death. Such of them 
as died catholics were beheaded, and the reft 
were committed to the flames* Cafembrot, 
die lord of Beckerzcl, count Egmont's fecre- 
taiy, who had been condemned for figning the 
xompromife^ was tortured in the moft barbarous 
manner^ to make him accufe his friend and 
mailer ; and wjlien it appeared that his exhaufted 
body was ready to fink under the torments 
>lftu/Qb he fufibred, Alva, enraged that nothing 
h,i)4bc^efi CKtorted from him which coidd juflify 
tfee^oijdie^wiatipn of the count, gave orders that 
k^ ^uld bie drawn afuader by horfes'. Htf- 
Xf^fj fc^Fccly fiirni&cs an inftance of focnad 

« Qri^eAojia aiiid Scnti?ogfio. 

a punifli- 
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ill p0iiUbAi0at ttflidiftd kx fe fligitt m of« ' ^1^ 
ience. ! ■■■ 1 v ^ ^ 

Such was the prelude to the trial of the counts 
Horn and £gmoati which followed immediately 
afiser what has i^een juft now. rdated. 

Although the condfuft boih c£ Philip and 
the dvkt of ^ivzy in the Netfe^rlands^ and par* 
ticularly their treatment of diefe two noblemen, 
had been an open violatioi^ of the laws, yet it 
ims thought neceflaiy to miploy the iarce of a 
fomial trial before die ientence of condemna-* 
tion was pronounced. This was intended to 
leflen $k€ odium which mig^ arife from piitting 
to death two fuch illuftrious pctibns, who wcfc 
fo exceedingly beloved by the people, and had 
diftinguifiied themfdyes fo iiighly in the fer- 
vice cf the Jqngl But it was accompanied with 
the contjcacy ^SEsA. It afFordc4 the tko cotmts 
an opportunity of placing their innocence in the 
cleareft light, and furnifhed the world with the 
xmoft convincing evidence of Phclip^s lawlefs 
tyranny and oppreffion* 

The gcncrri charge againft them was, tha^, Tfct«ii«i|c 



in conjundtion with the prince of Orange, they 
had formed a plan to abolffli the king's autho- 
rity in the Netherlands; and the proofs of this 
charge were,*<fitiftj That by cheir contumelious 
3 treatment 
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* Ym * trcatmcntof cardinalXJranvelle, th<!]r had<>bligcd 
v«— ^^ the king, contrary to his inclination, to remove 
'^*^ that prelate from the Low-Countries, 

a. That they were privy to the confederacy 
which had been formed to oj^fe the introduc- 
tion of the inquifition and edi£b ; and although 
count Egmont knew that the lord of Becker- 
zel had fubfcribed the coaipnE>mife> he had ftill 
reuuned him in his fervice. 

J. That they had met at Dendremonde, 
with the prince of Orange, count Lewis of 
NalTau, and feveral others, to deliberate ^3out 
oppofmg the entrance of the king's army into 
the Netherlands. And» 

4. That, inftead of puniihing heretics with, 
due ieverity, they had in (bme places granted 
them liberty openly to celebrate their religious 
aflemblies. 

Tbcir df In anfwer to thefe accu&tions^ the two lords, 
after protefting that, as knights of the Golden 
Fleece, they could not be tried by any other 
judges but the knights of thdr order, began 
with declaring, that they had never entertain- 
ed a thought to the' prejudice of the king's 
authority i and that when they urged the king 
to remove Cardinal Granvelle from the Nether- 
lands, 



^rtlLiP li.' KING 6t? S^Afl^. Jit 

lands, they believed, and were ftill perfuaded, * vitj.^ 
that his removal was equdlly Calculated to pro-* ^ — ^^r^ 
mote the intereft of* the king and of the pro^ '^ ^ 
vinccs* Although they knew of the confede- 
raqrj they had neither arty concern init,'iior 
power fuificieht tb prevent it; and coiint 6g- 
mont had continued to employ the lord of Bic-i 
kerzel, after knowing that he had flgned the* 
compromife, frwn a convi6tion that he ^as ftill 
unfhaken in his fidelity to the chtirch and to 
the king; of which that nobleman gaveafter;* 
wards the ftrongeft proof, by exerting hhnfelfi 
with great aftivify^ in detedting and punilhing 
the violatoi'$ of the churches. They had in- 
deed beeft prefcnt at a conference in Dendre^ 
monde, '. where count Lewis of NaiTau had pro-? 
pofed that they ihould unite their endeavourj 
to prevent the entrance of the Spanifh tr6oiJ)s j 
but,' inftead of aflenting to that propbfal,- they 
had difapproved artd oppofcd it* They had 
done every thing in theif power for the fup-^ 
prefTKMi of herefy; they had made diligent 
fearch for the rioters, and punifhed many of 
them with great fevcrityi and although they 
had in fome places granted the pr^oteftaMs li^ 
berty to hold their religitnis aflembliesi yet they 
had doiiefo becaufe they cotld not* otheHv'ifd 
have prevented the demolition of tfie churches,? 
befidte'ttiany other mifchieVotTs 6fFeAs, which 
there was the ftrongeft "reafon to apprehend 
Vol. L Y from 
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■:^g^ fiom Ac entkufiaftic rage of che refpnner$^ 
Atfhc worft, they had bfcn gu40r oHly 4)f an 
enor in jtKignocti^ THey had tiy»d» a^^vould 
die iji U^ belief a(|d praftioe of tine cfctholk re- 
Ugiorh Aikl as they had not been wanting in 
theh- duty to the church i fe thty had lately 
given inoMteAible evidence of their devotion 
to the king». by taking cheo-fiiily^ at the dut- 
chefs of Pinna's defire^ an oad& to obey the 
king in itvery thing ; and to regand as enemies 
to th^ ftatcj all thofe whom he fliould bex>leafed 
to conctemn. 

lAterceflioni WhiLe the pHlbners offered thefe &tisfa£h)- 
L" If, *^ ry defences of their condu^t^ the ipoft earneft 
i^citations wei£ empbyed in their beh^. : 

TiiE en^peror Maximiliant agreeably to ^the 
humanity of his charader, interceded with 
Philip in their favour, and flattered himfclf fo 
ftrongly with the hopes of fuccefs, that, a few 
days before their execution, he lent to inform 
the countefs of £gitu>nt, that her fears for her 
husband's life would^ he now believed, be hap- 
pily difappointed. 

. TjFjE dutchcfs of Parma too, who hi^d^nevet 
fufpe^ed that thecomplaints which 0ie hadm^^ 
againil: the priibners during her regei^r ^ould 
have been attended with fuch ferioys co^^ 

quenoesi 
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quenccft, tranfmitted to the kin^, andfcconded, ^y,^^ 
a petition from the countefs of Egmont; in v*— ^^^- ^ 
whiph, after rcprcfcnting that her hufband had Lemr^of 
diftinguifhedhimfclf above his eq^als, firft in ^iygXtf" 
the fcrvioe of the late emperor, and fincc in 
that of the king ; and that he had often borne 
a jMrincipal ihare in their wars and yiftori^s both 
in ^Europe and Africa; fhe conduded with in- 
trcatingj xhBt if, notwithftandingfe^r hufband's 
defence gf his conduft, he ftK>uld ftili be found 
obnoxious to juftice j yet, on accoynt of his 
former ferviccs, the king woyld f^memberhirji 
with mercy, and take into confide wip^ the 
deplorable, fifxifttion po which (bp> »nd Her eleven 
helplcfs children, would be reducedj by the 
ignominious, death of her hufband. 

But Philip, curfcd with the moft unfeeling 
heart, renv^ined relentlefs and inflexible ^ and, 
conformably to his orders, Alva pronounced 
ient^ncc of death both againft count Egmont 
and count Horn, in the beginning of June one 
thoufand five hundred and fixty-eight, after 
they had fuffei^ed near nine months imprifoin- 
ment. The fentence was intimated to (hem in 
the middle of the night, when they were in 
bed, by the bifhop of Ipres. They receive^ 
the intelligence with becoming fortitude and 
rcfi^atign. ^^ I am ixot confci^us,'* faid count 
Egmontp ^^ of hairing de&rv^ fuch hard ufage 
Y a from 
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from the king/ whofe glory and intcrcft I hive 
fincerely ftudied to promote. But I will fub- 
mit to my fate with patiences although my 
heart bleeds when I think on my wife and 
children." 



Letter of 

Covnc Eg- 
mont to 
Philip. 



Jane sth. 
J568. 



The €Kcca« 
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A FEW hours before his death he, wrote to 
the king, <' That although it had pieafed him 
to order fentence of dea^ to be pronounced 
againft him as a traitor, and an abettor of he- 
retics 5 yet in juftice to himfelf he muft de- 
clare, that he had never failed, in word or in 
deed, in his duty either to bim or to the church. 
I cannot therefore doubt, continued he, that 
^hen you fhall receive true information of what 
has paffed in the Low-Countries, you will be 
fenfible how unjuftly I have been ufed ; .having 
been condemned for doing what I never did or 
intended 5 and for the truth of this, I call Al- 
mighty God to witnefs, before whom I fhall 
foon appear. My laft and only rcqueft is, that 
on account of my former ferviccs, and the in- 
tegrity of my intentions, you will take com- . 
paffion pn my unhappy wife and children j in 
the hopes of which I will patiently fubmit to 
the execution of the fentence which. has. been 
paffed againft me "." 

Both prifoners had, a few days before,^bccn 

brought from Ghent to Bruflels. Count Eg- 

,. • . 

° St|«da, Scc4 '■ 

mont 



15M. 



PHILIP M. KING OF SPAIN. 3125. 

mont \ifas firft condufted to the place of ex- • ^^^ ^ 
ecution, with Julio Romero, camp marfhalj on 
one hand, and the bilhop of Ipres on the other. 
The fcafFold was covered with black cloth, and 
furrounded by a Ilrpng guard, confiiling of 
nineteen companies of foldiers. The count 
went up to the fcafFold accompanied only by 
the bifliop of Ipres 5 with whom, haying dif-. 
courfed fome time (on what fubjeft we are not^ 
told), he kneeled down and prayed; then rofe 
again, and throwing off his robe, he wrapped 
his head and face in a handkerchief, and again 
kneeling down, with his hands joined, he in^ 
that pofture received the ftroke of the execu- 
tioner. 

The head and body, and the blood which 
flowed from them, were covered with a black 
cloth, to hide them from the yiew of count 
Horn J who was foon after brought thither, 
accompanied by the fame attendants. Having 
afcended the fcaffbld, he enquired whether 
count Egmont was already beheaded ; and be- 
ing told that he was, " We have not feen one 
another," faidhe," fince the day when we were 
caff into prifon. But from our fate, myfriqnds," 
addrefling himfelf to the lpedatorS| '^ learn to 
know the mcafure of obedience required by 
your fuperiors. If I have ever offended any of 
you, I npw aik forgivenefs, and befeech you to 
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* vi?i ^ *'''*^^ ^^ *^* y^"^ prayers/' Then Jiaving 
^^ — vr— ' difrobcd himfelf, he fubmittcd to his fate with 
perfeft compofure and tranquillity. 
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The heads wfcre fet up oppofitc to each other, 
on two iron pole^, fiiftencd to the (ides of the 
fcaiFoldi where they remained till the after- 
' riooh, when they ^cre takeA down and deliver- 
ed, together with the bodies^ to the friends of 
thedeceafed*. 

The unmprited death of thefe tWO great men 
pxcited univerfal grief and indignation. Nor 
could the fpeftators be deterred, by the nu- 
merous troops iB^hich furroundcd them, from 
teftifying fheir refentment. Many of them, 
forgetting the danger to which they cxpofed 
themfelves^ rufhed forward to the fcaffbld, dipt 
their handkerchiefs, in the bloody and vowed, 
ih the hearing of the Spaniards, that ere long 
the governor and his affociates fhould have 
reafon to repent of the cruel murder that had 
been committed ^. 

chmaerof Cqunt Egmoiit wgis forty7lix years of age 
mon"! ^*' when he f^JTered. To the moftTplendid bodi- 
ly aceomplifhments, he joined great gcntlenef? 
of manners, and the moft engaging affability, 

^ Stradi^ y IteiKtiVdgllb* 

From 
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Prom his yotith he had accompanied the late * yiu.*^ 

emperor in his military expeditions, and had ^ v * 

on all occalions acquitted himfelf with the '^ * 
higheft houour, while at the fame time he ren- 
dered himfelf univerfally beloved. Of the two 
viftbriei which Philip's armies gained over the 
French at St. Qjaintin and Gravdines, it h al- 
lowed that die one was owing in a great mea- 
fure, and the other entirely, to count Egmont* 
As all men were acquainted with the advan- 
tages which Philip derived from thefe viftoriesij^ 
they were ihocked at the ungrateful return 
which he now made to the pcribn by whofc va- 
lour and con \& they had been obtained % 

Aftir this difmal cataftrophy> Alva having Ahimawk- 
nothing to prevent Jiim from turning hi< whole VouiT^ 
attention to the war with count Lewis of Naf- '••''"* 
fau, ordered bridges to be thrown over the 
Maefe, the Rhine, and the liTcl, and marched 
dire<^ly to the enemy. Jle reached Deventer^^ 
t^herc he had given orders for feveral bodies 
of troops to meet hjm about the micjdl? of July i 
and in a few days after, he arrived with hi^ 

' At the bmt time tliat what is above related was tr'aoA 
acted at BrufTels, orders were given at Madrid for patting 
id Math the Bayou df Montlgny, br<Mker to €0«n« H<^i^ 
who kad boeii Itnxby ike dutcheis of Parma atong wilki&e 
marquis of Moos (who died fome months before) tapceleat 
^e |Cj^tion of the copfedc^rates. BentiTOgliou 

Y 4 whole 
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' vf« ^ whole anny, confifting of twelve thoufand foot 
i^^^ ^^ and three thoufand horfe^ in fight of the ene^ 
?5^l' piy's camp. 

The army of count Lewis being much infe-» 
fior both in difcipline and number, that general 
quickly perceived die ncceflity of quitting his 
prefent fituation. He rctir<sd^ however^ in 
good order, and with very little loft, till he 
arrived at the town of Qcjmmingen, where he 
pitched his camp in a place that appeared al-? 
moft impregnable. Behind him lay the village 
pf Gemmingcn ; on his left, the river Ems, by 
which he could be fupplied with provifion? froni 
Embden, and other places j and on his right, 
^ plain which he fortified with trenches and re- 
doubts : but that which formed the chief 
f^rength of his fituation was, that the enemy 
jcould not approach him but by marching in 
^efile along the dyke of the river. This dyke 
was ten niiles in length, with the river on the 
one fidq, an4 a qiorafs oh the other, flaving, 
j4ante4 a batfery pf cannon upon it, Lewis in- 
tended iq open the dyke, and lay the moraft 
undpr wateri ^nd in this encampment^ he 
hoped it would not be difficult for him to keep 
fhe gnemy at ^ay^ till his brother fhovlcl bct 
an his op/sri^tionsj when he did not dP.vbt that 
f he ^ul^^ of Alva would fiiid it neceflary ta 
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Alva was aware of Lewis's intention, and b o o ic 
of the danger with which any confiderable de- u.^^^^pi 
lay muft be attended. With theutmoftcxpedi- t,nl^S(t^t$ 
tion he brought forward his beft veteran troops, "**"» 
and arrived at the very time when the Flc* 
mings were beginning to break down the dyke. 
Count L^ewis and the other nobility were them- 
fclves f^mployed at the work. When the enemy 
appeared, they betook themfelves haftily tQ 
anT>Sj but they were foon obliged to yield to 
the fuperior force of the Spaniards, and to retire 
behind the battery above mentioned. Here 
Lewis expefted to maintain bis ground by the 
help of his artillery -, but the Germans in his 
army, to the number of fcven thoufand, hav- 
ing been difappointed of their pay for fome 
weeks, and believing that Lewis had money in 
his pofleffion which he h^d delayed giving them 
from his dread of their defertion, refolved to 
embrace the prefent opportunity to extort from 
him a compliance with their demands. They 
rofe tumultuoufly, and threatened that they 
would not fight unlefs he immediately paid their 
arrears. Intelligence of this fedition was car-^ thrwigh • 
ried by fpies or dpftrters to the duke of Alva, ^TcL^ 
yrho perceived that now was the time to make 
an attempt upon dip battery. He Ordered a 
part of his army to enter the morafs ; through 
lyhich, as it was the fummer feafdn, and Lewis 
h^4 fefcn difapppinted in his dcfign 9f laying 



.4 
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*vii? ^ ** ground under watof, the Spaniards fbtind 
V— V— -^ their way eaifier than they expefted. They ar- 
'^* rived in time to attack the enemy in flank, 
irfiifft the reft of the army, without fhtinking, 
marehed up to the battery in front, and made 
a ftirious uflault upon it fword in hand. The 
Hemifh exiles, with count Lewis at their head, 
defended themfelves for fome time with great 
bravery j but being deferted by dtfe Germans, 
ilhcy were at length compelled to retreat. The 
Spaniards entered the camp along With thefn. 
The Germans, overwhelmed with terror, padc 
Ettle refinance ; and, as a juft punifhment ot 
dieir feditlon at fo critical a period, gi^at 
numbers of them were put to the fword. Al- 
moft as many were fwallowed up in attempt- 
ing to fo^rim acrofs the rivet,^as fell by the 
hands of thet^emy. On the fide of thq Spa- 
niards only ciglity men were killed; but of 
the Germans jgf^d the Flemifli exiles, betwefen 
fix and feven thoufand periftied, includiitg thpfe 
who were dtowned- Count Lewis, after hav- 
ing attempted in vain to rally his fcattered 
troops, efcaped in a fmali boat to the oppoftte 
fide of the river; and foon afterwards fet btrt 
with the earl of Hoogftratfen for Gtrmany, tq 
join the prince of Orange % 

» Strad«, Bentrrogllov wd Grlnrftonc's General Hift^'T 
«f eke Necheriands. 

g The 
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The duke of Alva went from the field of • ^ ^ 
battle to the city of Groningcn, and from thence u-v-i-r 
to Utrecht and Amfterdam ; carrying on in* '*^** 
quiries in thefe places againft the prot^fhints^ 
and punifliing with rigour all who wefe fuf- 
pefted to have been concerned in the late dif* 
orders. He would gladly have ipent more 
time in this employment, fo agreeable to the 
native cruelty of his difpofition j but he was 
informed that the prince of Orahge had begun 
to put his troops in motion, and was upon his 
march from Treves to the province of Guel* 
derland, or Brabant. 

Before William left Germany, he publiflied 
a manifefto, in which he explained the motives 
which induced him to have recourfe to arms* 
^« There was no other expedient left," he faid, 
'« by which he could fave his countrymen 
from flavery and ruin 5 and to attempt this, 
he thought, was Ytit indifpcnfeble duty of 
every citizen; efpccially of one who, like him, 
had enjoyed the higheft dignities of the ftate. 
The king, he hoped, virould ere long be de- 
livered from thofe Spanifh counfellors by whom 
he had been led aftrayj but, in the mean 
time, he did not think it incumbent upon any 
Inhabitant of the Low-Countries to yield obe- 
dience to the kingln cdntradidtion to the laws* 
For Philip did nOt hold the Time unlimitedi 

authority 
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authority in the Netherlands^ as in his other 
dominions. His right to obedience fubfifted, 
only whilft he mainuined the rights of the 
people 5 and, by the Qonfiitutions of the pro* 
vinces, it was exprefsly provided, that if the 
fovereign fhould attempt to violate any of the 
fundamental laws, the people fhould in that 
cafe be abfolved from their allegiance. 

In this manifefto the prince thought proper 
to make it known, that he had changed his 
fcntiments in religion; and was now convinced, 
that the opinions of the proteftants were more 
conformable than thofe of the Romifh church, 
to the great jule of Chriftian faith, the facted 
writings, 

Tbeprinct*! Wh.i-iam's army, including horfe and foot, 
did not exceed twenty thoufand i and the duke 
of Alva's, after being joined by a reinforce-r 
ment whigh he received at this time from 
Spain, was equal in number, and much better 
furnifhed with military ftores and provifions. 
The prince was fenfible of the great difadvan- 
tage under which he laboured in this refpeft j 
but from the prefling invitations which he re- 
ceived from many of the principal inhabitants 
in |hc Netherlands, and from the repealed re- 
prefentations which were made to Him of the 
|WWV?rfaJ hi^tre^ with whiql^ .the people wer? 
- ' : . • ^wma^e^ 
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animated againft the governor^ he hoped that, book 

as footi as his army ihould appear, there would v — JL^ 
be an infurreftion in his favour, or that fome '^^ 
of the principal cities would open their gates 
to receive him. 

He paflcd the Rhine without oppoiition^in ^'/*«« ^ 
the endof Auguft, a little above Cologn 5 and h'spaffine 
then turning to the left, he 'advanced, towards Maeft. 
Aix-la-Chapelle. About this time the duke of 
Alva arrived at Maeftricht. The prince diredt- 
ed his march firft towards Liege/ but being 
difappointed in the hopes which he had con- 
ceived, of that city declaring in his favour, he 
turned his courfe northwards, with an inten- 
tion to pafs the Maefe wherever he fhould find 
it fordable. Alva's whole attention was em- 
ployed to prevent him from putting his defign 
in execution, and with this view he planted 
ftrong guards along the banks of the river, and 
kept his army as nekrly oppofite as poflible to 
the enemy. 

At laft, however, after feveral marches and 
countermarches, William cfFefted his* palTagc 
in the night, oppofite to a town called Stochem, 
where the duke believed it to have been im- 
prafticable. But the feafon had been remark* 
ably dry; and the prince on this occafion im?- 
tated the condufi; of Julius Casfar in his paffage 
3 ^^ 
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• vui.*^ of the ligcrb, by placing his cay^rjr a little 
!..■ y ' y Above the ford, to break the fprce of tfiic 
•*^*- ftrcam. 

When Alva was informed next morning pf 
what had happened, he could not at firft be- 
lieve it^ and fcornfuUjr afked the officer Who 
|>cought the iatelligenc^ Whether h^ imagined 
that the enwciy bad wingii ? 

The prince of Orange endeavoured to per- 
fuade his troops^ as foon as they had cn>0ed 
the river, ft) inarch diredUy againft the Spa- 
iiia;xds ; who, if this requeft had pfcn com* 
.plied with, might have been attacked with 
g^eat advantage i but the Germans^ who, uq* 
A>itunate]y for themfelves, as wiell for the caufe 
in whiph they were engaged, never yieldql due 
obedience to their commander, refufed to ad- 
vance pll th^ flK>uld have a night'§ refr^fh- 
ment; and thereby loft the only oppprtjiinity 
which the duke of Alva ever gave them, of com- 
pelling him to fight. 

Ainae* 0» the next day, when they were led for- 
Siiiitiiht* y^4 j:o,t|je Spanilh camp to offer battle, they 
fown4 it fo ftrongly fortified with intrenchments 
>|j4 redoubts, tfe^t no attempt could be made 
j^n it with the X^n^Jeft probability of fucccft. 
Chi«^in9 Vw^a an o^r of high reputfiuon,. 

W3aa. 
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WW of opinion, that the du^e ought; riot to hav^ • ^ o * 
decliA^d an engagcnieot, as the eneniy wer? ^—^r^ 
fatigued with their paffage of the river, s^ ' ^'* 
had not yet ^lade choice of ^ pr^^r placid for 
their camp, to which they could retire ^ter 
battki befides, that it was of thc.higbeft cp^r 
fi?quence, he ipiagined, to give m early ch^k 
to their prtfwiptipn, \^ or4et $o prevent thf 
fortified tpwn^ from dfi^lari^ in their favqiir ♦ 

But Alva had alrejuiy forrned kk plan, 119 icsmatini. 
which he was unalterably 4etermined %q s^ 
here. He confidered that he had a great deal 
more at ftake than the prif^cp. of Orange ;. und 
that ^ dflei^t^wovtd be feudal oot only wui^ 
fb^ Ic^s of his anpy, but the gi:f ate(t part (rf* th? 
provinces. He wa3 acquai^tpd tpp with th^e 
n^rpwnefe of William's fiaaja^e?,. ^4 knew 
th»t h« n>uft encpunter the i^ioil imfurmou^r 
a^lf 4i|S.^ultie? in fupport^og. T? ftwmw?P4f m 
anpyf^f any confiderable fipfj ^lpe(;;iially ?f 
t^ winter ipafoq wa$ faft ?f{>rQ^hing, whfi9* 
unlefs he fliould get poffcffion of fome of thf 
great towns, it would be impoflible for him to 
remain in the Netherlands; 

'VV'iTH this view, as he iqfpefited that th^ Hjsprwicat 
prince intended tp lead his *nriy into BraJ^^t^ 
he ftrengthcned the garrifons of Tilleqronfc 
Louvain, and Bruflels j and when William di^ 

refted 
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• oo K reded his march towards Tongres, the duke 
^ V ^ drew his troops fo near that town^ as made it 
, *^^ impoflible for the enemy to approach. Which- 
ever way the prince of Orange turned his 
courfe, the duke of Alva accompanied him; 
marching fbmetimes behind^ and ibmetimes on 
hb flanks always flraitening his quarters^ and 
rendering it difficult for him to fumiih his 
army with forage and piovifions i while he in^ 
trenched his own forces with ib much Ikill^ 
that the prince fought in vain for an opportu- 
nity of bringing on an engagement. 

In this fituation frequent fkirmilhes between 
the two armies were unavoidable^ and in thele 
the advantage fell Ibmetimes on the one iide> 
and fbmetimes on the other; but each com- 
mander made fuch judicious movements, choie 
his ground with fo much (kill, and exerted 
iuch an equal degree of vi^lance and atten- 
tion, as eflTefhially prevented his antagonift 
from obtaining any conliderable advantage over 
him. 

The only fucccfs which the duke of Alva 
cQuld boaft of, was at the river Gcetc ; where, 
having attacked the rear-gtiard of the enemy's 
army, he killed fome, and put the reft to 
flight. 
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The prihee of Orange had the fame ground ^^^^ ^ 
of triumph ih an adion at Quefnoyj where^ hav- u-^>,>li^ 
ing cothe up with a detachment,- confiding of '^ 
ten companies of German catholics, eight of 
Spaniards, and three troops of light-armed in- 
fantry, he put them to rout, and took ampk 
vengeance for the lofs he had fuftained at 
Geete ^ 

Hi was dh his march at that time t6 rfieet 
the Sieur de Genlis, who had been fent to hini 
by the prince of Gonde, with a reinforcement 
6f troops ; which fully compenfated all his^lofl^s 
in Brabant; 

But the ciufes already mentioned began to Jhe pnac* 
bperate. The prince had been cruelly difap- diibaod hu 
pointed of the greateft part of the rfioriey **?"''• 
Which had been prbmifed him.' The dread 
which the Flemings entertained of the Spanifh 
Ibrcesi arid the prudent pi-ecautioris l^hich had 
been taken by the duke of Alva, had prevented 
Williani's friends from rhaking any effort in his 
behalf. His army had been often pinched for 
provifions. They now defpaired of getting 
poffeflion of any of the great towns, and they 
trembled at the thoughts of paffing th# winter 
in the open fields.. The Germans began to de- 

^ Thuanoi. 

Vol. L Z icrt 
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^vm^ fert m great numbers/ and had often, before 
u..,^ tfci^ time, ihewn thcmfclvcs refraftory and dif- 
^^ ^Jbedient. For thefe rcafons, the prince found 
it neaflary to difband them; after having 
given them all the fatisfaftion in his power, by 
payii^g a part of their arrears, and giving fecu- 
rity to their leaders for the reft on his lordihip 
of Montfort and the principality of Orange '. 

Aftir thefe difafters, the prince, accMnpa- 
nicd by his brother count Lewis, went to 
France, and conduded thither between a thou- 
fand and twelve hundred horfe, to the affiftance 
of the Calvinifts. 

Such was the conclufion of the firft attempt 
' which the prince of Orange and his brother 
made, to deliver the Netherlands from the 
Spanifli yoke. It muft occur to every reader, 
■ that if they had begun their operations and en- 
tered the provinces at the fame time, the iflue 
of their enterprife would probably have been 
extremely different. The duke of Alva would, 
in that cafe, have been obliged to divide his 
forces, and have probably been overpowered 
by numbers. But unfortunately count Lewis, 
yrho was more expeditious in making jhis levies 
than the prince of Orange, did not poiTefs a 

* Thoatins Meor^usy.AlbanQi^ p. 19. Meterea, p. 79* 

fund 
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fund fufficicftt to maintain them without em- 
ployment, and was obliged to enter upon ac- 
tion before his brother was prepared to fupport 
him. And to the fame caufe may be afcribed 
both the prince's delay in putting his troops in 
motion, and the neceflity to which he was rc-» 
duced of bteaking up his camp* 
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PHILIP THE SECOND, 

JCJNQ OF SPAIN. 

B O O K IX, 
PARTI, 

WHILE Philip's bigQtiy, joined to his book 
defpotic and arbitrary condud^ had |^- 1^ 
f^gaged him in war with his fubjefts in the xj,J^^f;i, 
Netherlands, the fame caufes produced a fimi-^ Ctaiud*. 
Jar efFeft in the province of Granada ; where 
the Moors, who had long yielded a tame fub- 
miflion to the crown of Spain, were provoked 
by the tyranny of the prefent government, to 
thrqw off their allegiance, and have' recourfe 
to arms. This people, who, during feveral Hiftoryof 
centuries, had maintained pofleffipn of the coc*!^''^' 
greateft part of Spain, were a^ laft totally fub - 
ducd by Ferdinand the catholic, in the year 
Z 3 one 
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one thoufand four hundred and ninety-two* 
But although their government was abolifhed 
'^ ^ at that time, the people themfdves remained \ 
and were permitted to enjoy not only their pof- 
feflions, drefs, and cuftoms, but even their re- 
ligion, as in the time of their native kings. 
And the politic Ferdinand fcrupled not to fwear 
folcnuily, to obferve this condition, in hopes 
of being able afterwards to deyife fome cfEcar 
cious means of reconciling them to the Chri- 
ftian faith. 

Being difappointed in his expectation, and 
finding, after a trial of feveral years, that the 
i/iflruftions of his priefts were not likely to prove 
efFeftual ; he rcfolved, without regard to the 
oath which he had fworn, to employ force in 
order to accomplilli his defign^ He pretended, 
that the citizens of Granada had forfeited their 
title to his fulfilling the terms of peace, by an 
ihfiu-reftion^ into which fome of them had been 
betrayed through the violent adminiftration of 
cardinal Ximenes i and, .on this pretence, he 
ordered fentehcc of death to be pronounced 
kgalnft tliem, and declared^ that unlefs they 
would renounce the?r religion, it fhbuld be in- 
ftantly carried iAto execution. By this expe- 
dient he compelled fifty thoufand of the inha- 
bitants of the city of Granada, moft of whom 
had no concern in th(C iniurreftion, to profefs 
, 3 / thenrifclves 
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thcmfelvcs converts to Chriftianity:. Tbeiitt ■ *^^ * 
habitants of the country, and of the fottikr 
towns, being highly exafperated by the vioterft 
treatment of their countrymen, and dreading 
that they themfdves would quickly cxperiienoi^ 
the fame injuftice, began to prepare for refill-, 
ance. But before they had time to put th«m- 
fclves in a pofture of defence, Ferdinand, who 
was no lefs provident and aftive, than falfe and 
faithlefs, came upon them with a numei^ous 
army, and after taking one of their towns, <sf 
which he put all the inhabitants to the fword, 
he foon obliged the reft to lay down their surms. 
Upon their paying him a fum of money, he perw 
mitted a certain number to tranfport themfclvos 
to Africa, But the greater part were cempet- 
led to remain in the kingdom, and to fubmit 
to be baptized. They were ftill however 
ftrongly attached to the Mahometan fuperfti- 
tion ; and although they generally conformed 
to the rites of the Romilh church, they could 
not, on every occafion, conceal their attach- 
ment.. The inquifitors were perpetually pry- 
ing into their condudt ; great numbers of them 
were conderrined and burnt as heretics i and 
many thoufands, dreading the like fate, fled 
over to Barbary. 

Representations were often tranfmitted to 

court of the defolation that was thus produced j 

\ - Z 4 but 
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* ^ ^ but thcfe reprefentations cither ^id not reach 

I—- v>^ theearof Ferdinand^ or they were difreg^rd^d. 

'*^' No remedy was ever applied^ and the igquifi- 

tors continued toexercife without controul thei;- 

wonted cruelty and oppreffion. 

During the latter part of the reign of Fer^ 
dinand^ and the whole of that of Charles, the 
Moors are feldom mentioned by the Spaniih 
fiiiiorians; nor do thcfe writers give us any 
other information concerning them for half 9. 
century, than that they ftill retained their an^ 
cient averlion to the Chriftian faith. But die 
ecclcfiaftics, foon after Philip's arrival in Spain» 
taking encouragement from that bigotted zeal 
with which they knew their prince. to be fo 
ftrongly aftuated, revived their old complaint^ 
againft that unhappy people, and made re- 
peated reprefentations of their obftinate and 
incurable infidelity. 

" They are chriftians," faid Guerrero, ar- 
* bifliop of Granada, ^* in name only, but Maho- 
metans in their hearts. They come to hear 
mafs on feftival days, only in order to avoid 
the penalties which they would otherwife incur. 
They work on thefe days with their doors fhut, 
and fcaft and caroufe on Fridays* They pre-^ 
fent their children to be baptized ; but no 
fooner do they reach their own houfes, than 

they 
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ihcy walh thppi with warm water, circumcifc ■ ^^^ ^ 
them, and give them Moorilh names. They ^ — ,r— f 
confent to be married in the churches, becaufe '^'* 
the law requires it ; but when they return home, 
they clothe themfelves in a Moorifh 'drefs, and 
celebrate their nuptials with dances, fongs, and 
other fpecies of mufic which arc in ufc only 
among the Moors," 

This reprefentation was well calculated to 
make impreffion on the fuperftitious ipirit of the 
^ing. But the archbifliop knew, that political 
confiderations were likely to have as much 
weight with him as thofe of a religious na^ 
turc J and therefore he fiibjoined, *^ That the 
Morefcoes held a tr^afonable cprrelppndpnce 
with the Turks and Corfairs, and were in the 
praftjcc of carrying off the children of Chri- 
ftians, and cither felling them for flay^s, or 
fending them to Barbary, where they were 
brought up in the religion of Mahomet/' 
Whether there was any truth in the latter part . 
of this accuf;|tion, does not appear with con- 
vincing evidence; but, confidcring the near 
affinity between the Morefcoes and the African 
Moors in refpecl of religion, manners, lan- 
. guage, and defcent, together with the aliena- 
nation from the Spanifh government, which 
the cruelties exercifed againft them by the in- 
quifition, arid their exclufion from all offices 
7 " of 
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B o^o K 5f tnift^ nnuft have carried to the greateft height^ 

^^ — V — ' it is not furprifing that Philip's apprehenfions 

***** were alarmed, and that he thought it neceffary 

to make provifion againft the danger ^hich 

feemed to threaten him. 

Philip dif. His firft ftep was to ftrip the Morefcoes of 
their arms ; and for this purpofe he fent, on 
different pretences, feveral regiments of Ca- 
ftilians to quarter among them, by whom a 
^reat quantity of arms of all kinds were feizcd;; 
but as their fufpicions were perpetually awake, 
they had penetrated his defign, and concealed 
^ confiderable quantity '. 

This difcovery of Philip's difpolition to- 
wards them, ferved to alienate their affeftions 
more than ever from his government, and at 
the fame time encouraged the inquifitors to 
multiply their complaints, and to urge at court 
the neceflity of employing more efficacious 
meafures than had hitherto been adopted. Tlic 
king himfelf was far from being averfe to com- 
ply with the violent counfek that were given 
him ; and when upon confulting a theologian 
of the name of Oraduy, that ecclefiaftic, in the 
true fpirit of a Spanifh inquifitor, quoted to 
him the proverb, that " of enemies, the fewer, 

' Fcrrerasy ann. 1562. 

the 
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the better." Philip was highly pleafed with » <>^ ^ 

his reply. <■■ -^■■■^^ 

J 56s, 

Having therefore refolved, if poflible, to f^yi}^ 
extirpate from his dominions the private as ti»«i»» 
well as the public exercife of Mahomctanifnri> / 
and to wafh it out with the blood of its votay 
ries, rather than fufFer it to remain, he appointf- 
ed a feleft number of ecclefiaftics to confidet 
of the proper means by which his defign might 
be accomplifhed ; and agreeably to the' advice 
of thefe men he foon afterwards publilhed ah 
edift which contained the following prohibi- 
tions, and denounced death in cafe of difobe- 
ence : " That henceforth the Morefcoes fliall 
ky afide their native language, drefs, and pe- 
culiar cuftoms, and in future aclopt thofe of the 
inhabitants of Caftile, That they fhall no 
longer take JMoorifli names or furnames, but 
fuch as are generally ufed in Spain. That 
tl\ey fhall bear none of thofe fymbols about 
them by which the difciples of Mahomet are 
diftinguiflied. That they fhall difcontinue the 
\ife of their baths, which fhall be immediately 
deftroyed, That their women fhall riot, as 
hitherto, appear in veils ; that no perfon fhall 
marry without a difpenfation from the ordi^ 
nary ; that none fhall remove from one place to 
another without permiiTion ; and that they fhall 

pn 
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BOOK on no occafion wear armsi qp Iccep thein ift 
»- v'-/ their poflcffion," 

The exepcife of the Mahometan religioq 
having been prohibited under the fevfireft pCr 
lialties by former princes^ no mentioii wa^ made 
pf it in die cdift ; but the Mor^icors readily 
perceived the defign and tendency of the prcr 
jlent regulations^! and coqfidered^ th^t as (hey 
muft reader ;he fecret practice of their religioq 
infinitely more difficult than formerly, they 
jnuft infallibly prove ere long the caufe of its 
extirpation. Even although they had nQt been 
apprehenfive of any fuch ferious conlcqucnce, 
it COUI4 not be cxpedted they would tamely 
iubmit to thofe affronting rules vfhidi were 
now prefcribed them. Men are often more 
powerfully attached to the external forms and 
modes of life, than to things that arc the moft 
cflcntial to their happinefs. With this attach?? 
ment the zeal of the Morefcoes for their relir 
gion coincided. Their refenqnent, on accoun? 
of the innumerable cruelties which had been fo 
long cxercifed againft them by the inquifition, 
added force to thefe incentives, and prompted 
them to refolve to expofe themfelves to the laft 
extremities, rather than yield obedience to the 
cdift that was now promulgated. But as they 
were confcious of their weaknefs, and could 
pot depend upon receiving affiftance from any 

foreign 
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foreign powers thcjr agreed^ before they fliould ^ <J^ '^ 

take tip armsi to make trials whether they ^ ^ ^ 

couldi by folicitation and intrcatyi perfuade '^^* 
the king to tCToke his ediAi 

' ** Their drefsi'* they repnffeht^, ^' had ^J^rilie. 
fiirely no relation to any f eligioni whether the 
Mahometan or the Chriftiahj flnce the Maho- 
metans in Morocco, Fez, Tunis^ and Turkey, 
drefled very difierently from one another;, 
whik the drefe of the Chriftians in Turkey waa 
the fan)e as that of the Turks :* and to require 
them all to purchafe Caftilian habits, would 
fubjed great numbers of them to an expence 
which they were unable to defray. It was 
from modefty alone their women wore veils ; a 
pra&ice which obtained in many places of 
Caftile, as well as in Granada* Their mufic 
and dances were ufed on days of fcftivity, only 
as amufements i they had not the n^ofl remote 
conneiflion wLch religion, and they had been^ 
regarded as innocent by prelates the moft dif- 
tinguiihed for their faa&ity suid zeal, 

^ Their baths were ufed for the purpofe of 
cleanlinefs only ; thofc of the men were fepa* 
rate from thofe of the women ^ and it was not 
ia the power of thofe Chriftians to whom the 
care of them was committed, to allege, that 
cither the former or the latter had been ever 

applied . 
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applied to any ufe repiignant pither to dccenq^ 
or the catholic fpligion. And with fc^ard fot 
'^** their language^ as it wa§ dif|ic\}|j tq conceive 
how the Arabic could contain any thing con- 
trary to Chriftianity, fo it was utterly impof- 
fiWe for them af once to lay afide the ufe of it^ 
fince grpat nuinbers among them were too far 
advanced in life tq be able to learn a new Ian- 
gyagie ; and in feyeral parts of the country 
there was no other tongue fpoken but the 
Arabic, nor any means eftabliihed by which the 
Caftilian could be acquired." They concluded 
with profeflions of loyalty to the king, and with 
reminding him, that in his foreign wars they 
had given him many proofs of their attach- 
ment and fidelity. 

The 'Morefcoes had not accefs, it fhould 
feem, to deliver this remonftrance to Philip 
himfelf J but it was prefented to him by Deza 
the chancellor of Granada, who was feconded 
by Don John Henriquez, Don Antonio de To- 
ledo, the prior of Leon, and the marquis of 
Mondejar, captain-general of the province^ 
This 1^ mentioned nobleman fpared no pains 
to divert Philip from his purpofc, by rcpre- 
renting, that from his knowledge of the Mo- 
refcoes he was convinced, that an open rebel- 
lion would be the confequcnce of carrying the 
cdift into execution. But the king having forqicd 

his 
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his refolution after matpre deliberation^ and by 
the advice of fuch counfell(U*s as he moft 
eftieemcd, lent a deaf ear tp all the rcprcfen- '^ 
tations that were made to him, and gave or- , 
ders to Mondejar immediately to fet out for 
Granada, in order to make preparations for 
employing force in cafe he ihould find it nc- 
ceffary. 

The Morefcocs were no fooner informed of 
the ill fuccefs of their petition, than they began 
to meditate a revolt 5 and the leading men 
among them having met privately in Cadair, 
a town fituated in' the entrance of the moun- 
tains of Alpuxara, they difpatched ambaffadors 
to Fez, Algiers, and Conftantinople, to folif it 
afliftance; and at the fame time fpread their - 
emiflaries over the province, in order to pre- 
pare the minds of the inhabitants. 

The people almoft every where, except in ThcJr in- 
thofe places where they were overawed by the ^*"'^***' 
Spanifh garrifon, obeyed with alacrity the in- 
vitation which they received to aflert their li- 
berty ; and in a little time the whole region of 
Alpuxara, which contains a fpace of feventeen 
leagues in length and ten in breadth, compre- 
hending many villages and many thoufand in- 
habitants, was up in arms. A reinforcement 
of feveral hundred Turks, befidcs a quantity 

of 
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of military ftores, arrived from Africa^ and th* 
Morefcocs flattered themfelvcs with the hopes 
^*^* that much more powerful ailiftance would ere 
long be fent them by the Sultan^ 

•neyeieft Their kaders in the mean time held another 
^ aflembly^ in which they elefted for their king 
Don Ferdinand de Valor, a young man of four 
or five and twenty, defcended from their ancient 
princes, and in ibme meafure qualified, by his 
intrepid courage and aifbivity^ for the danger- 
ous pre-eminence to which he was now exalted^ 
Having aflumed the name of Aben-Humeyay 
which had been that of his progenitors, he was 
invefted with the enfigos of royalty, with all 
the forms and ceremonies which were anciently 
praftifed at the eledkion of the Moorifh kings. 
He then entered upon the excrcife of his new 
authority, appointed his minifters and officers, 
and fent orders to all the chiefs who ^ere not 
prefent in the affemblyy to hoki themfclves 
ready to aft on the Ihorteft notice. 

Tbeif if. His firft and principal object was to getpof- 
%TmMiu! fcffion of the city of Granada, in which he 
doubted not of being able tor defend himfelf 
till the Turkilh fuccours flioold arrive. Nor 
was it without fome reafon that he entertainitd 
hopes of fucceeding in an attempt on tlws im-* 
portant city. His party had hitherto concealed 

their 
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their machinations. with the moft profound-and- ^ ^^ ^. 



faithful fecrecy. Their feveral meetings had 
been held on f)retences which deceived the pe- '^ * 
netration of the Spaniards, and their military 
preparations had been carried on chiefly among 
the mountains iff Alpuxara. The marquis of 
Mondejar, indjeed^. notwithftanding thefe pre- 
cautions, had conceived a fufpicion of their de- 
ligns, and had reprefented to Philip the necef- 
fity of fending him a: much more powerful 
army than was at prefent under his command. 
But there fubfifted at this time a violent jea- 
loufy between that nobleman and Deza the 
chancellor, which arofe from ar competition 
concerning the rights of their refpeftive offices. 
Deza, prompted by his animofity againft the 
marquis, endeavoured, to difcredic his account 
of the hollile. intentions of the Moors, and to 
periuade the., king that there was in reality no 
danger of a revolt, and that the edid lately 
publilhed, might .be- juiRciently enforced by a 
vigorous .exercife pf the civil power alone -, l.ut 
that Mondejar was defirous that a war Ihouid 
be kindled, becaufe he expefted that the whole 
adminiftratiofi' of it would be committed to 
himfelf, anci. the count of Tendilla his fon. 

Philip, though naturally provident and fuf- 
picious, and morjs inclined to, fear than hope, 
was by his cpunfelldrs, who were Deza's friends. 

Vol. i- A a led 
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* ^ix ^ ^^ ^^ believe his rcprcfcntation of the matter, 
k>>i-v^ rather than that of the marquis. And thus the 
^^ ^* march of the troops for which Mondcjar had 
applied was delayed, and the garrifon of Gra- 
nada fuffered to continue fo weak, that had it 
not been for an accident which could not be 
forefeen, that city would have fallen into the 
hands of the Morclcoes. Aben-Humeya hav- 
ing held a fecrct corrcfpondence with the inha- 
bitants of the town of Albaicin, whith com- 
municates with the city of Granada, and may 
be conficfered as a part of it, gave orders about 
the end of December to Aben-Farax, one of 
his principal officers, to march thither with a 
body of between fix and fcven tko\;^nd men. 
Had thefe troops reached Albaicin at the time 
expe6ked, the inhatMtants would have joined 
them, and thereby have made up an army by 
which the garrifon muft have been overpower- 
ed j but by a fall of fiiow upon a neighbouring 
mountain, over which- they were obliged to 
j^mfs, they were all prevented from advancing 
. except about one htmdred and fifty. With 
thefe Aben-Farax himfelf entered Albaicin in 
the middle of the night -, and if he could have 
prevailed upon the inhabitants to take arms 
and join him, he might (liU have made him- 
felf matter of the town ; but though well af- 
fefted to his caufe, they were deterred from de- 
claring in his favour by obfcrving how finall 

a niim- 
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a number of troops he had faroiight aldogwith 
hioif fo thaty lit^r ha^^ing cdhtinued in the 
place for fome hours^ he was tsUiged) before 
the approaich of day^ to make his dcape to the 
mountain where his armjr had bceii ftopti Phi^ 
lip's eyes were then c^ned^ with regard to the"^ 
contradiftory informations which he had rt- 
ceived) and lit irtimediatcly iffued ordchs for 
the march of thpfe troops for whkh the mar* 
quis of Mondgar hkd applied^ 

A8&jf'Ht;MEYA in the m^ahtime i^Aseiiv- rhtVthoi 
ployed in fyffify'mg the narrow pafles which led 
into the t^oqntry of Alpui^ara : ^ft^r whidi he^ 
with one body of troops, and Abcn-Farax with 
.another^ went /rpm place to place> exhorting 
or compelling the Morefcoes to revolt $ de- 
ftroying the altars ^d imagies in the churchesj 
which they converted into mofqucs i and put- 
ting to deathj in the moft barb^ous manner, ^ 
all the.priefts and other Chriftians who rcfuiicfl 
U) embrace the Mahometan religion. 

Ik order to check their progrefs, the mar- 'They fub- 
<]ui$ of 6|fondejar fet out from Granada as foon m»t\lu ot 
as fee had coUeaed a fufficient number of ^'"''^•'^ 
troops for his intended enterprife. The Mo- 
.irefcots difputed with him for fome time the 
entrance into the moui^tsunss but^ they were 
imable to withftan^ long the bold intrepid ef- 
Aa a forts 
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forts of the Spauiih. infantry. Mondcjar tri- 
umphefl over them at every, pafs s put many of 
'^^'' them to the fw6rd; took a great /lumber of 
prifoners, and at laft obliged Aben-Humeya 
to fly with the fhatt^rcd* rcnfiains^of Jiis army, 
to the-more inaccqflible partsof the mountains. 
Ia a few months almoll: the whole region of 
"Alpuxara was fubdued. The.peoplQ* being 
-every, where intimidated by the rapidity bf 
Mondejar's progrefsj ; "laid . down theiirj afiro, 
and either came to him in numerous bodies, 
; or fent deputies, to fue for^peace^^-^This he 
rrfadily 'granted, on condition of thfeifij^ekiing 
biedie^ice in future to ^he^kingV^U^fcority; 
end he at the- fame time gave them- proteftion 
agamfl: (what they had^but too much reafonto 
ditad) the rapine ^rid violence of the Spanilh 
t{§Idiers.' '" The marquis de los Yelez, who 
commanded a body of ^troops in the neigh- 
• '-bo'urhcbd of ATmeria,--was no 4d(s fuccefsful 
ifV'-dlfloSgin^ the *Morefcoes' from fome ftro/ig 
holds near the fea-coaftV whtre^they^ad- forti- 
fied themfelves with a view to favour the de- 
• fcent oiPthe Moors and-Turks. ^"And now-the 
mar(juis of McCndejar,- beKeving tfic "tirar- to-be 
almofl:' entirely e'rtifigtiimcdV an?l -tfiat Aben- 
"Htimeyi muft- erthi^f ■fbonlltirrtrider'oi* make 
his cfcape out of-fhe^kitigdom, fent intelligence 
of his^fuccefs tb^^PJiiiipV and'dcfired that apart 
of theirbop^migfitbe rccalfed;- He*^at?^ttte 
' -• :. iJ A fame 
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fame time recommended the treating gently ^^^^ ^ 
both fuch of the /Mo^efcoes as had fubmitted, u-^sX^j 
and fuch of then[i as had been taken prifoocrs. ^^^" 
But unfortunately this nobleman's enemies at 
court had much greater influence than his 
friends j and Phijip .wa^ of himfelf much more 
inclined to harflinefs and feverity, than to le- 
nity and mercy. Without regar^ to -Mpnde- 
jar's reprefentations, a royal mandate was im- 
mediately difpatched, commanding all the pri- 
foners above eleven years of age^^ without 
diftinftion of fex or condition, to be fold for 
(laves ^ 

This barbarous treatment of their country^ 
men revived in the minds of fuch of the Mo- 
refcoes as had iubmitted, all th^r wonted ab- 
horrence of the Spanifliyoke; and foon after- 
wards they themfelves were treated with equal^ 
inhunrianity. 

Whether Philip's exchequer was in reality 
drained at this time by his late expenfive ar- 
manients in the^ Mediterranean, and his war in 
the Netherlands, or whether his, minifters only 
pretended this to be, thebaic, in order to gra- 



^ The efFeA of this barbarous 'treatirieDt, fays a Spanifh 
hiftorian (Ferreras), was\ that great nuflibers of the Mo- 
refco women langaiihed.in flaiveiyibi' a little time, and thei^ 
ftt&k asder tbeij* calamiues* > ; . 

A a 3 tify 
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• ^,x ^ ^fy ^^^^ ^^^^^ againft Moodgir, does not 
' — J- — ' fuificicndy ^ppcsLt j but inliatever was the daufe^ 
*^^'* the arrears due to the troops were fo ^eat> that 
the marquis of Mpnd^ar wa$ unable to- (^f- 
charge them^ The ufual confequeiice of the- 
jU-paypncnt of an army cjuicidy fbU^wed. The 
general loft his authority^ and iht fdidiers^ 
and fevcral of the officers, dcferted their fta- 
tions^ and ^read thcmfjelyes over the country; 
plundering, and even butchering and carrying 
off into flavery gre^ numbers of thoft Moref- 
poes for whofe ftcurity ht had pledged his 
faith. Mondejar fcpqfi? to have exerted himr' 
felf ftrcnuQufly to pu? a ftop to thefp enprmiT 
ties, by fending opt fuch of his troops as he 
couldthift, to reftrain qr chaftifc thp delinquents. 
But his endeavours vftrt in a great meafure 
fruitlcfs, 'l^he Spaniards ftill continued to 
cmbracie every opportunity of indulging their 
rapacity; and afterwards left their ftandards, 
and went off to. the neighbouring provinces with 
their prey. 

The Morefcoes^ highly exalpetatcd by the 
multiplied oppreffions which they fuffered, re- 
pented of their late fubmiffion j and, being- 
now convinced that there was no fefety in trott- 
ing to any trea^ with an tinimxy. fo cruet and 
perfidious, they.re&n^ed their arms, todc ample 
vengeance on fcattered parties of the Spaniards, 

whom 
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whom they furprifed among the mountains^ 
and again arrange^ themfelv^ under the ban^ 
ncrs of their king. It happened about this '^ 
time, that Aben-Humcya received from Africa 
4 reinforcemient of four hundred Turks; who, 
it was pretended, were foon to be followed by 
a powerful fleet and aimy. And thus the Mo^ 
i?efi:x)es were determined^ partly by hope^ and 
partly by vengeance and dcipair, to make a 
ifcoad trial of the fortune cxf war^ the cala- 
mities attending which, they thought, coul(^ 
not exceed thofe which they had lately expe- 
rienced in the time ^ peace. 

Thb ^caufes of this fecond revolt were very 
differently interpreted by the marquis of J4an* 
dejar*5 enemies and friends* By the former it 
was faid, " that this.nobleman had erred egre* 
gioufly, both in his manner of conducing the 
war, and in his treatment of the rebels, when 
they laid down their ^rms. For it was abfurd 
to expcft that ^n enemy fo treacherous as the 
Morefcocs, would regard their engagements 
any longer thap they found it ncceflary j and 
no lefs abfurd to hope that fuch obftinate infi- 
dels would ever be fincerc converts to the Chrx- 
ftian faiths Their late facriiege, and the bar- 
barous cruelties which they had exercifed againft 
the priefts, and other Chriflians, had called 
aloud for vengeances and jufticc, as well as 
A a i|. ibund 
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found policy, had required, that they (hould 
all have been piit to the fword, or fold fop 
'5"- naves/' 

But the marquis, on the other hand, and 
his adherents, reprefented. That this deluded 
people had been chaftifed with fufficient feve- 
rity, for enormities into which their leaders 
had betrayed them. That humanity, and a 
regard to the intcreft of the king, had prewnt- 
cd hina from facrificing to revenge, the lives 
of fo many thoufand ufeful fubjects, moft of 
whom were innocent of the crimen that had 
been committed j and by whofe deftrudtion fo 
great a part of the kingdom would have been 
rendered defolate : befides, that there \Vas no 
reafon to believe that the Morefcoes would have 
violated their faith, if the troops could have 
been kept under proper difcipline -, which he 
had found it impoflible to maintain, partly 
through the negligence of fome of the king's 
minifters in making remittances for their pay i 
and partly through the pains which fome. per- 
Ibns in power had taken to ruin his authority.. 

Ion John BetweAn thcfc contradiftory reprefentatioris 
•^mmw'der Philip was at a lofs to determine what mea- 
fures to purfu'e. ' But at I'aft, either becaufe he 
himfelf, and moft of his cbunfellors difapproved 
of Mondejar'is lenity in fo eafily receiving the 

Morefcoes 
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Morefcoes into favour, or bfccaufc he did" not 
incline to fubjeft 'that noblennian's enemies td 
the mortification of feeing him ftill continued '^*^* 
in the fupreme command, he refolved to be- 
ftow it upon his natural brother Don John of 
Auftria. 

This yoiing prince, whofe mother was a 
Gernian, of the name of Blomberg, a native of 
Ratifbon, had been educated privately by Lewb 
Quixada, lord of Villagarcia ; for whofe fon 
he had pafled, till Philip's arrival in Spain in 
the year one thoufand five hundred and fifty- 
nine. Soon after this, Philip having, agree- 
ably to his father's requeft, acknowledged Don 
John for his brothers had appointed him a 
houfehold fuitable to his rank, and beftowed 
the fame attention on his education as on that 
of his own fon. 

Resembling his father in the gracefulnels 
of his perfon, and in the courteoufnefs of his 
manners, Don John difcovered, from his youth, 
the love of arms ; aod gave many confpicuous 
proofs of thofe accomplifhments by which he; 
became afterwards one of the moft illuftrious 
perfonages of the age% . . 

But as at this time he was only about twenty-* 
two years old, and did not poflefs any military 

«'Strada, An. 1578, 

experience^ ' 
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» ^ o K. experience, Philip^ although he Gonfeir^dupoii 
<— V ■■ ^ hioi the title o£ commaAder in cfaxtf,t forbad 
'^^'* him to take the command of the troops into his 
own handsj and required^, that in the whale 
management of the war he (houid conform to^ 
the opinion of certain counfellors whom hp 
appointed to affift him, Thefe were, the arch- 
bilhop oi Granada, Dezt the prcfident of the 
chancery, the duke de Sefia, the marquis of 
Mondejar, and Don Lewis de Reque(ens, the 
grand commeadator of Caftile, whom he named 
for Don Jo^'s lieutenant. 

Ths war was now profecuted in different 
quarters at the fame time, and a greater num- 
ber of troops employed than formerly. But 
tbt fuccefs was not anfwerable to the expefta* 
tioiis that had been formed. The Morefcoes 
difcovcred on many occafions that they were; 
not deftitute of valour, and in fome rencoun- 
ters diey came off viftorious. 



ThsMoref- 
coctaitca* 



Doi« John, in the mean time, grown ex- 
^yf«^- tremely impatient under the reftraints which 
had been impeded on him, endeavoured to pcr- 
fuade the king to permit him to command the 
forces in perfon ; and he at length obtained his 
requcft. After which, having got his army 
reinforced, he himfelf marched againft the Mo- 
refcoes on one fide, while Requefens and the 

marquis 
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marquis de los Vekz aitacked them on a- 
nother. But the Mprefcoes, undifciplined^ in- 
completely armed, and difheartened by the dif- '^^ 
appointiTient of their hopes of afiiftance from 
die Turki and Moors^ were not a match for 
fwh numerous regular forces as were now em-, 
ployed to reduce them> and their ruin was 
haftened by the diflcntions of fome of their 
leaders, and the treachery of others. Aben- 
Humeya was privately murdered by the friends 
of his wife, whofe father he had put to death 
on account of his fecret pradkices with the Spa- 
niards. Another chief, called Aben-Aboo, was 
eleAed king in his ftead 1 and be too fuffered 
the fame fate, from the hands of fome of his 
officers, who hoped by this facrifice to atone 
for their rebellion. With the death of this 
leader, the war, which had lafted aUnqft two 
years, was concluded *. 

Neither Don John nor Requefens acquired 
any glory by their conduft in this war ; nor did 
they preferve themfelyes free from that impu- 

« Xn deferibittg thti war, the Spaniih hiftorUns have de- 
feended to the moft xninote detail. Bat amidil the eDdiefi 
maltipliqitf of little eyentt and incidents which they relatep 
there is tlmpft no variety* and np df^^y either of conraga 
or cotadudl that cati intereft a reader in the perofal. Thja 
fmrt of the $pai>iih hiftory is befides rendered peailiarly dif- 
Rafting by the aumcfous fcenei of barbarous cruelty which 
^t prefents. 

tatiofl 
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BOOK tation of inhumanity and implacable revenge, 
C.^,^ which in this age was generally caft upon the 
^^*- Spaniards.. 

No other apology can be "offered for the 
dreadful fevcrities which they exercifed, but 
that .their conduft wa5 conformable to the in- 
ftruftions given them hy the king. For Phi- 
Hp had difapproved of the lenity with which the 
Morefcoes had been titrated by the marquis of 
Mondejar, and^ .while he liftened only to the 
voice of fuperftition or refentment, forgot what 
every wife king wHl regard as the moft facrcd 
maxim of his policy, that the ftrength and 
glory of a prince depend on the number and 
profperity of his fubjefts. . 

But this bigotted monarch fet no bounds 
to his abhorrence of thofe who deviated, or. 
* whom he fufpefted of deviating, from the ca- 
tholic faith. Agreeably to his inftrufbions, 
great numbers of the Morefcoes living peace- 
ably in the plains of Granada, were, upon fuf- 
picion of their correlponding with the infur- 
gents, put to death* All the inhabitants of 
fomq villages and diftrifts, men, women, and 
children, were extirpated. All the prifoners 
of both fexcs were either executed or deprived 
of their liberty. And of thofe Morefcoes who 
had refufed to join in the rebellion, all but a 

fewj, 
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. few, vfithout whom certain?nl^ai(f;|i5turfS could b o o jl 
not be carried on, were torn from theif natjvc '^* ^* 
homes, ' and tranfported into the interior pro- »5^' 

^vinceS'5 .where they were expofed to the inju- 
ries and infults of a haughty people, and mai^ 
of them by their poverty reduced to a ftate of 
dependence on the Caflilians, which. differeid 
little from the condition of fuqH of their coun- 
trymen as had been fold for flaves. 



Such was the conclufion of this war^ during 
•lyhich^ notwithftanding the great difparity be- 
tween the contending parties,. Philip was- ej- 
pofed to greater danger than at any other period 
of hi« reign . Had th^ i Mdrcfcoes made th^m- 
felves matters of the city of Granada, in- their 
attempt on which they failed, more through 
chance and accident, than mifconduft or the 
want of ftrength ; or had they prevailed with 
Selim the Turkifh emperor, to intereft. himfelf 
in their behalf; feveral towns in Andalufia, 
and almoft the whole kingdom of Valentia^ 
which v/as moftly inhabited by ,Morefcoes, 
would have joined in the revolt; and, in that 
cale, fo great an army might have been raifed, 
as, with the afliftance of the Moors in Barbary, 
Vv'ould have furnifhed employment for many 
years to all the forces which the -king, who was 
at the fame time engaged in war with his fub- 

jefts 
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je&s in the Net! 
to oppofe them. 



* o o fc ye&s in the Netherlands^ could have colteftcd 






But fortunately for Philip, and perhaps for 
Chriftcndom, the Sultan was at this time in- 
tent upon pYofecuting the war of Cyprus againft 
the Venetians, and from that war he could not 
be diverted, although Mahomet, his grand 
vifier, andthewifeft of aB his courtiers, ad- 
vifed him earneftly to fufpend the profecution 
of it, «nd not to negkft the prefent happy 
opportunity of turning his arms zgaiixift the 
king of Spain '. 

* iThaantts, lib. xlfiiu Perrerat, An. i56l-9*7o. Ca* 
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PART 11. 



T was not long before Sdim had reafon to ^ 00 ^ 



be (orry that he had not liftened to this ad- 



IX. 



vice, as Philip had no fooner completed the w.rl^iik 
reduftion of the Morefcoes, than he entered ^"'*^* 
into an alliance aglihft him with the republic 
of Venice, the pope, and feveral others of the 
Italian ftates and princes. The papal throne 
was filled at this time Ijy the celebrated Pius 
the Fifth, who by his merit had raifed himfelf 
from obfcurity to the popedom; and though 
ftrongly tinctured with Ibme of die vices which 
ch'arafterifed the ecclefiaftics of that age, was 
endued with certain royal virtues which ren- * 
dered him worthy of die exalted ftation to 
which he had been advanced. Having been 
folicited by the Venetians, to employ his in- 
fluence to procure afliftance from the Chriftian 
princes againft the SUltan, who, in the thne of 
peace, and in violation of a folemn treaty, had 
invaded the ifle of Cyprus, Pius readily con- 
fented to their requeft, and, with a zeal be- 
coming the head of the church, efpoufed their 
caufe. 

His application, however, to moft of the 
European montrchs was without effeft. For, 

9 befides 
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* ^^$ ^ befides that the fcafon of crufades was now 
^ V * over, and that the moft fuperftirious princes 
'^^'* were, in that age, governed nu)re by political 
views than religious zeal, he found almoft all 
of them pnable to~ grant the afliftance which he, 
folicited. The emperor Maximilian had latdy 
, concluded a. truce with the Sultan, which it 
was greatly his intereft to maintain. The at- 
tention of the French king, who had been long 
in alliance with the Porte, was ingrofled by 
thofe inveterate faftions into which his king- 
dom was divided. Sebaftian, king of Portu- 
gal, was too young j and Sigifmund of Poland 
too much worn out with the infirmities of age 
to engage in any foreign enterprife, Philip 
was the only great prince in Europe with whom 
Pius had reafon to cxpcft fuccefs in his prefent 
application. That monarch's zeal, as well as 
his power, was greater than that of any other 
European prince, and from the fituation of his 
dominions, and the enmity which had long lub- 
fifted between ,him and the Turkilh Sultans, he 
^had no lefs reafon to dread the increafe of the 
Ottoman power, than either the pope or the 
Venetians. 

phiiip't Without hefitation therefore he refolved to 

Ih?pop''e"*' comply with the requeft that was now nriade to 

asUaw!^*' him, and readily entered into an alliance, by 

>which he bound himfelf to p^y one half of the 

, expence 
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cxpencc of that powerful armament which it * ^j^ ^ 

was judged ncceflary to employ, while the re- '^ — yA-* 

public of Venice engaged to defray three-fourths . '^^'' 
of the other half, and the pope the renriainder. 

The preparations ftipulated were carried on 
with the utmoft celerity and dilpatch, and about 
the middle of September a fleet was ready to 
fail from Meflma, confifting of upwards of two 
hundred and fifty (hips of war, befides Ihips of 
burden, and, if we may believe the cotempora- 
ry hiftorians, carrying near fifty thoUfand men ; , . 
fourteen thoufand of whom were furniihed by 
the princes and ftatcs of Italy, 

The chief command of this mighty arma- 
ment was given to Don John of Auftria, for 
whom the ^tle of Generaliffimo was invented 
on this occafion. The Grand Commcndator 
Requefens .was appointed his lieutenant, and 
under him were the marquis de Santa-Croce, 
Doria, M. Antony Colonna, commander of 
the pope's gallies, and Sebaftian Veniero, who 
commanded thofe of the Venetians. 

The aged pontifl^, overjoyed to obferve that 
his ncgociations had been attended with fo great 
fuccefs, indulged the moft fanguine hopes with 
regard to the iflue of the war ; and, as if he had 
received a revelation concerning it from Hea- 

VoL/L B b * ven. 
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' ?x^ ^ ^^^* ^^ exhorted Doh John, to embrace the 
c— V— J firft opportunity of engaging with the enemy, 
'^^'' over whom he affured him he would obtain a 
complete viftory. He fent him at the fame time 
a confccrated ftandard, and a number of cc- 
clefiaftics to officiate in facred things on board 
the Aiips i and ordered a faft and jubilee to be 
proclaimed, with an abfolution from their fins, 
to all who (hould acquit themfelvcs with ho- 
nour againft the infidels. 



Sciim'spre- Selim, on the Other hand, exerted himfelf 
f trations. ftrgnuoufly in providing againft fo great a dan- 
ger as now threatened to overwhelm him ; and 
although a part of his troops were ftill employ- 
ed in reducing Cyprus, he was able, through 
the great refources which he poflcflCed, to equip 
a fleet ftill more numerous than that of- the 
Chriftian allies, Hali, to whom the chief com- 
mand of it was given, arrived on the weftern 
coaft of Greece about the time when Don John 
fet fail from Sicily; and the two fleets came in 
fight of each other, with a refolutidn not to 
decline fighting, on the 7 th of Oftober, near 
the gulph of Lepanto. 

Jf Le^^nl'' '^"^ battle was begun by the two admiral^, 
and their example was followed by all the other 
commanders, as faft as the wind, or the gene- 
ral orders which they had received, would per- 
mit 
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mit them to advance. Betwwn Don John and * ^ o ^ 
the Baftia the engagement wa$ bloody and ob- * — ^-^ — ' 
Ilinate. After cannonading one another for . '^^ * 
ibaie time^ they came to clofe fight^ and grap- 
pled with each other. The Spanifh foldicrs 
thrice boarded the enemy*s fhip, ^and were 
thrice repulfed with great flaughter. But at laft 
Don John having received a reinforcement of 
two hundred men from the marquis of Santa- 
Croce, the Turks were overpowered. Hali 
himfelf was killed, and all on board were either 
put to the fword or taken prifoners. The cref- 
cent of Mahomet was then taken down, and 
the ftandard of the crofs erefted in its ftead ; 
after which> tJon John, in order to intiniidate 
the enemy, gave orders to have the Kead of the 
Turkilh admiral fixed upon a long pole, which 
was faiiehed to the topmaft ; and ihouts were 
fent froin fliip to fliip oi" triumph and Viftory^ 

Thb contending parties were in the meaii 
time engaged in every quarter in furious com« 
bat with each other^ fighting hand to hand, 
aji on ^ field of battle, and employing not only 
guns and mulkets, but arrows, pikes, javelins, 
and all the other, ancient as well as modern, 
weapons of war. Both Turks and Chriftians 
gave the moft ftriking difplays of prowefs and 
intrepidity. Great numbers fell on both fides, 
and the fea for feveral miles was^ tinged with 
B b 2 bloody 
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blood, and covered with mangled limbs and 
carcafes. At laft the Chriftians were almoft 
every where viftorious. The Chriftian flaves, 
by whom the Turkifti gallies were rowed, took 
courage from the fuccefs with which the arms 
of the allies were attended, broke loofe from 
their chains, and contributed not a little tafix 
the vi<^ory ; while great numbers of the Spanifh 
and Italian galley-flaves, prompted by the hopes 
of recovering their liberty, haying obtained 
permiffion from their officers, boarded and at- 
tacked the enemy with irrefiftible fury, and 
difplayed a contempt of danger with which 
nothing but delpair, or the abhorrence of fla- 
very, could have infpired them. The Turks 
were at the fame time greatly diflieartencd by 
the lofs of their admiral ; and being tempted 
by the hopes of making their efcape upon t 
coaft inhabited by their fellow-fubjefb, many 
of them ran their fhips afhore, and left them 
an eafy prey to the enemy. 

caufrs of .. The Chriftian fleet was much better manned 
than the Turkilh, and the foldiers, having been 
E Ihorter time at fea, were more frefh and vi- 
gorous. They were infinitely better furnifhed 
\vith mails and helmets, and made much morCs 
ufe of fire-arms than the enemy, many of whom 
were armed only with bows and arrows, the 
wounds inflifted by which were feldom mortal. 

The 
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The plx>ws of the Turkifh gallies were likcwife ^ ^^JJ ^ 
more open and dcfcncelefe; and the wind, i^hich 
at firft was favourable, changed fuddenly againft 
them, and greatly facilitated the motions of 
the Chriftian fleet. From thefe caufes, added 
to the fortunate bravery of Don John, fecondcd 
by the prudent and intrepid condudt of Reque- 
fens, Santa-Croce, Colonna, and above all 
of Venicro, Barbarigo, and other noble Vene- 
tians, the allies gained the mofl: memorable 
viftory of which we f cad in the hiftory of mp»- 
dcrn times. 

' It was not indeed obtained without confi- Pf ^f* <»« 

both fides* 

derable loft. Near ten thoufand of the Chri- 
ftians-were killed in the engagement:, or died 
afterwards of their wounds. Among thefe was 
the Venetian Proveditor, Barbarigo, a noble- 
man equally celebrated for his wifdom, his va-- 
lour, and his moderation* His death was deeply 
lamented by th,e allies, and proved an irrepa- 
rable misfortune to the common caufe. But. to 
compenfate for thefe lofles, near fifteen thoufand 
Chriftians were delivered from captivity 5 and 
of the Turks, above five and twenty thoufand 
were killed, and^ten thoufand taken prifoners; 
A hundred and thirty of their fliips fell into the 
enemy's hands, and all the reft were either funk 
or battered to pieces, or burnt> except between 
thirty and forty with which Ulucciali, the fa- 
B b 3 mous 
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mous corfair, efcaped to Conftantinople, through 
his fuperior ikill in navigation and his know~ 
kdgeof thefeas. 

This viftpiy, gained over the implacably 
enemy of Chriftci|dom, fpread univerfal joy 
throughout all Europe i an4 Don John^ to 
whom as. commander in chief it was princi- 
pally afcribed, was celebrated eveiy where as 
the greateft hero of the age. No perfon had 
more reafon to rejoice than Philip, yet he re- 
f ejyed the meflenger with a cold indifference j 
which his pntemporaries were not inclined to 
attribute to his moderation, fo much as to that 
jealoufy of his brother's fame, of which he gave 
afterwards a more convincing proof. " Don 
John," faid he, '^ has gained the viftory, but 
he hazarded too much : he might have loft it/' 
The pope's joy on this occafion was mor^ flii- 

cere. When he received the news, he cried 

■» 

out, in the words of facrcd writ, ^^ There was 
a nian fcnt from God whofe name was John*'* 



The Met But the fruits of this fignal victory were 

return • t'l* ««i* -i 

home. not proportional to the joy which it excited. 
The feveral admirals differed widely from one 
another with regard to the mcafures proper to 
be taken in the further profecution of the war. 
Although Don John had been honoured with 
the extraordinary" title of Generaliffimo^ yet 
- 6 according 
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according to the treaty of alliance no matter 
of importance could be determined without 
the confent of the other commanders. He '^^i' 
would have failed immediately after the battle 
for the I>ardanelles> to intercept the remains 
of the Turkifli fleets and to block up the com-* 
munication between Conft^^tinople and the 
Mediterranean; but the Venetians and other 
members of the council of war refufcd to agree 
to this prc^fal. Other enterprifes were after- 
wards propofed^ and rejeftcdj nor could they 
fix on any one common meafure, but that of 
returning home, to repair the damage which 
had been fuftained, and to prepare for relum- 
ing tl^eir operations in the fpring. , 

Not long after Don John's arrival at Meffina, i„t,airy of 
the Chriftians in Albania and Macedonia, filled ***1^7*!" 
with admiration of his charader, and believing 
that it muft be long before the Turks could 
recover from the blow which they had received, . 
fent an embafly to make him an offer of the 
fovereignty over them, and to aflure him, that, 
if he would come to their afliftance with a\ fleet 
and army, they would fliake off the Turkifli 
yoke, andfaCFifipe their lives and fortunes in 
his Iprvice. 

Don John, whofe ruling paffipn was ambi-* 

tioHj would gladly have accepted this tempting 

B b 4 offer. 
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5 ^ o ^ ofkty but was obliged to inform the ambafla- 
in-^-v-w dors^ that before he could comply with their 
w^^ jipqueft, the ^ king mull be confulted, and his 
confent obtained. He accordingly fent imme- 
diate notice to his brother of the propofal that 
had been made to him. And Philip^ whether 
prompted by jealoufy, as was generally believed, 
or by motives of prudence ^and policy, as he 
gave out, put an end at once to any hopes 
which Don John might have conceived^ by 
telling him, that at prefent all thoughts of fuch 
an enterprife muft be laid afide, left the Vene- 
' tians (hould take the alarm, and abandon the 
confederacy. This> it is not improbable, would 
have happened, fince the Venetians had no lefs 
reafon to dread the neighbourhood of the Spa- 
niards than of the Turks ; and had belides a 
clai(n themfelves to a part of thofe territories, 
to the foverei^nty of which Don John alpired. 

Frepan. In the mcan time Ulucciali, whom Selim 

^on^ftf the j^^j xn^de ccmimander in chief of all -his naval 
forces> exerted himfelf with extraordinary vi- 
gour ^d adivity in fitting out a new fleet, to 
fupply the place of that which had been ruined 
in the battle of Lcpanto s and fuch at this time 
were the refources of the Turkifli empire, that 
he was ready by the month of April to leave 
'Conftantinc^fc, with more than two hundred 
gallies, befides a^great number of other fhips. 

9 "VVlTH 
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With this fleet he coaftcd along Negropont, * ^.^ ^ 
the Morea, and Epiruss put the maritime ^—^1—1 
towns into a pofture of defence ; chaftifed with '^^'^ 
great fevcrity many of thofe ChrijfUans who had 
been concerned in the invitation given to Don 
John ; and aftetwards took his ftation at Modon 
in the Morea, with an intention to watch there 
the motipns of the enemy. 

He had full leiftire to finifli all the prepara- ^/^^^^^^ 
tions which he judged to be neceflary. The 
allies difputed long with one another concern- 
ing the plan of their future operations ; and at 
laft when, through the inaftivity which their 
diflcntions had occafioned, it was become ne- 
ceflary foe them to drop their fcheme of con- 
queft in Greece and Africa, and to go a fecond 
time in quefl: of the Turkifli fleet, Phih'p hav- 
ing conceived a fufpicion that the, court of 
France had, in order to gratify the Sultan, 
formed the defign of attacking him in Pied- 
mont, or the Netherlands, fent infl:ru(5Uons to^ 
Don John to delay for fome time longer his de- 
parture from Meflina. At this place the Spa- 
nifli fleet remained till after the maflacre of St. 
Bartholomew 5 when Philip, being delivered 
from his anxiety with regard to the intentions 
of the French court, gave his brother permif- ^„ ^i 
fion to join the Venetians, .and to ad in con- »S7». 

• cert ^ 
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cert with them in j^rofecuting the war againft 




the Turkst 
. »$'*• 

They «t uft BuT it was thf laft day of Auguft before the 
Ciccce.*' allies could cfFeftuatc a jun<5tioA of their forces j 
and it was the middle of September before they 
came in fighf of the enemy. Immediately after 
their arrival on th^ Grecian coaft^ Ulucciali 
drew out his fleet, as if he intended to offer 
bstttle ; but no fooner had he made a fingle 
difcharge of his artillery, in the way of bra- 
vado or defiance, than he retired under the 
fortifications of Modon. Thefe he had ftrcngth- 
cned in fuch a manner, as to render it extremjely 
dangerous for the allies to approach ; and he 
rcfolved to lie in wait there for fome favourable 
opportunity of attacking them, or at leaft to 
keep his fleet in readinefs to harafs and inter- 
rupt them, in cafe they fhould attempt a dct 
fcent. 

viMeitit Don John called a council of his geper^ 

l^^l officers to confider of the meafure^ proper to 
be purfued in cafe the Turkifh admiral Ihould 
peidGft in his refolution to decline flighting. It 
wa$ thought impradlicable to force their way 
into the harbour of Modon ; and therefore it 
was refolved to put the forces on fhorc, ajfid to 
befiege the town by land. But from this at- 
tempt they were foon deterred, by the infor- 
mation 
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fnation which they received from fomc troops • 9^^ ^ 
fcnt to reconnoitre the ftrength of the place s v_.^^Z— » 
which was lb completely fortified, that they '^'** 
could not expeft to reduce it before tTic ap- 
proach of winter. 

It was next agreed to attempt .the redu6Hon sieieofNa. 
*of Navarino, which is another town on the 
weftern coaft of the Morea, not many miles 
fronft ^M(>don. ' The conduft of this- enterprife 
was committed to Alexander Farnefe, printc of 
Parma, who fome years-, aftetwards filled all 
Europe with his renowrf, and aci^uired the 
charafter of one of the greateft generals of this 
or perhaps of any other age. But the.prefent 
undertaking did not aflbrd him an opportunity 
of difplaying thofe fuperior talents for which 
he is fo juftly celebrated. The garrifon was 
powerfully reinforced by detachments fent from 
Modon ; and fo numerous an army was drawn 
together from the neighbouring towns, and fent 
by Ulucciali to attack the befiegers, that Far- 
nefe, after battering the ramparts for feveral 
days, was obliged to raife the fiege, and put uwifed. 
his forces on board the fleet; which foon after- 
wards fet fail for Meflina. 

Some months before this time the league Deatkof 
iiad fufi^ered an irreparable lofs^ by the death ^*"'* 
of the pope 5 whofe fucccflbr Gregory the Xlllth 

had 
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had neither the fame zeal nor the fame influ- 
ence and authority. Gregory, however, en- 
*57»* tered readily ^ into his predeceffor's views, and 
fhewcd himfelf willing to purfue the plan which 
Pius had adopted. And Philip, who was now 
entirely free from his apprehenfions of a French 
invafion, had refolved to exert himfelf more 
than ever in the.pi:ofecution of the war. But 
the Venetians having been highly difiatisfied 
with the inadivity of the Spaniih fleet in the 
Tbcvcne- preceding fummer j and finding that after a 
p«« w*th ^ial of two years they had, notwithftanding the 
tbcTwks. vidory of Lepanto, derived little advantage 
from the war, to compenfate for the great ex- 
pence which it had coft them, they liftened to 
propofals made them by the French ambaflfa- 
dor, and through his interceillon concluded a 
feparate peace with the Sultan. 

The pope and Don John expreflcd their in- 
dignation againft the Venetians on this occa- 
fion without referve. But Philip t|iought it 
beneath his dignity to difcovcr either unealinefs 
or refentmentj and when intelligence of the 
peace was brought him, he anfwered coolly, 
that he had entered into the league at the defire 
of the fovereign pontiff; and that, although 
the Venetians had thought proper to abandon 
it, he would ftill employ his fleet and army as 
before, for the attainment of thofe important 

ends. 
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ends, the humbling of the infidels, and the fc- * ^^ ^ 
curity of Chriftendom, with a view to which c— »liu 
the confederacy had been formed, '^^*' 

Agreeably to this refolution, he fent orders 
to Don John, to Doria, and the marquis of 
Santa-Croce, to employ their utmoft diligence 
in repairing and augmenting the fleet, and to 
h©ld it ready for entering upon aftionr in the 
Ipring. Thefe orders were punftually execut- 
ed» Ulucciali, with the Turkilh fleet, advan- 
ced as far as Prevefa in Epirus* But neither 
he nor thp Spanith commanders thought it ex- 
pedient to try their force in a general engage- 
ment. At length Ulucciali, after reinforcing 
the garrifons of the maritime towns, difmiflfed 
the corfairs who had come to his afliftance, and 
about the end of the fummer fet fail for Con- 
ftantinople. After which Don John, agree- 
ably to his inftruftions from the king, paflTed 
over to Africa, with an intention to undertsdcc 
the reduAioa erf* Tunis ; carrying with him for . 
this purpofe a fleet of two thoufand fail, having 
twenty thoufand foot on board, befides four 
hundred light horfe, fcven hundred pioneers> 
and a numerous train of heayy artillery* 
• 

Tunis was at this time in the hands of the 

Turk's, commanded by Heder Baflia, whom 

Selim had lately fcrit to govern the town arid 

.* • " kingdom. 
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B ^jP ^ kingdom. Hcdcr, feizcd with conftcirnation 
»■ v/ ' n f at the approach of the Spanifh fleet, left Tunis 
'^^** with his troops and a great number of the inha- 
bitants, and Don John took pofieflion of the 
place, without meeting with the fmatteift op- 
pofition, 

Philip. had inftrufted his brother/ when he 
lent him on this expedition, to deftr(£>y Tunis^ 
and to ftrehgtheri the fortificatiortS of the ifle 
and fortrefs of Goletta *. But inftead of com- 
plying with thcfe inftniftions, Don John re- 
folved to fortify the town more ftroiigly than* 
ever; and having laid the foundations of a new 
fort, or citadel, he treated all the inhabitants 
who remained with lenity and indulgence ; and 
engaged many of thofe who had fled, to return 
and fubmit to the Spanifti government ; affer 
which he carried back his fleet to Sicily, 

He foon difcovered his intentiota in a(aing 
a part fo contrary to the orders of the king. 
His fuccefs in an enterprife in which the late 
emperor had failed, though entirely owing to 
the cowardice of the Turkilh goverixor, had 
inflamed his ambition ; and he had conceived 
the hopes that his brother would be pcrfuaded 

^ The Goletta, which is fituated at the entrance of the 
bay qF Tnnist had been in the ^ands of the Spaniards ever 
iin^e it was conquered by the cmp'trot Charles. 

tQ 
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to grant him the title and dignity of the king of " ^^^ ^ 
Tunis, in compenfation for the fovereignty of 
Greece, which he had prevented him froip ac- 
cepting. The pope, it is faid, had difapproved 
of Philip's refolution to, demolifh Tunis; and 
had fecretly encouraged Don John to venture 
upon difobeyihg him; from an opinion that the 
crefting a Chriftian kingdom in Barbary, would 
prove the moft efFeftual means of extirpating 
the piratical jftates. It is certain that Gregory 
warmly folicited Philip to confer upon his bro- 
ther the fovereignty of his new conqueft, and 
rcprcfcntcd that all Chriftendom, and elpecially 
Spain and Italy, would from thence derive the 
moft fubftantial advantages. 

Philip was confcious that, notwithftanding 
his copious refources, it was beyond his power, 
while the war in the "Netherlands fubfifted, to 
cfFedluate the eftablilhment qf a new kingdom 
in oppofition to fo potent an enemy a^ the Turk- 
ilh Sultan. And he had defired the fortifica- 
tions of Tunis to be difmantled, in order to 
fave the expence of a numerous garrifon, which 
would be neceflary for its defence. ^ He did not, 
however, exprefs great refentment againft his 
brother for countcrafting his inftruftions. But 
when the pope interceded with him to confer 
the fovereignty on Don John, he replied, 
^ That, although no perfon could be more 

finccrely 
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fincerely concerned than himfclf, for his bro- 
ther's honour and interefti yet therfe was much 
*^^** ground to doubt, whether either the one or the 
other would be advanced by his complying with 
the pope's requcft ; and that he could not grant 
it, till he fliould know whether he was able to 
maintain the acquifition that had been made, 
againft the formidable armament which the 
Sultan was preparing for its recovery/' The 
prudence of this reply, whether it did or did 
not proceed from fomc fccret motive ofjea- 
loufy againft his brother, was fully juftified by 
the iflue. 

^""cJirtti ^^ ^^^ fummpr following, Selim fent Uluc- 
;jj^»^'»y^*.ciali againft Tunis, with a fleet confifting of 
three hundred fhips, having about forty thou- 
fand troops on board, under the command of 
his Ibn-in-law Sinan Bafha. The new fort 
which Don John had begun to build, was not 
yet complete. Nor was the garrifon which he 
had left ftrong ciiough to hold out long againft 
fo great a force. Don John laboured with 
much 2eal and anxiety in affembling the Spa- 
nifli fleet, with an intention to raife the fiegc, 
but he was detained for feveral weeks, firft in 
one harbour, and afterwards in another, by 
tempeftuous weather and contrary winds. The 
Turks in the mean time being powerfully fe- 
conded by many thoufand Moors, under the 
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governor of Tripoli and the viceroy of Algiers, 
pulhed forward their operations at the fame time ' 
againfl: Tunis and the Goletta. The garrifons 
defended themfelves long with the utmoft 
bravery s but at laft they were overpowered by 
numbers, and both the Goletta and the town 
were tak;en by affault, 

Don John was affedted in the n>oft fenfiblc 
manner by this difafter j which (hewed him the 
folly of his late prefumption, and extinguiflied 
thofe flattering hopes which he had long in- 
dulged of attaining fome regal or fovereign 
eftabliihment. His mortification on this occa* 
lion was the greater, becaufe, after his moft 
vigorous efforts, the Spanifh fleet was ftill too 
weak to enable him to take vengeance on the 
enemy. Philip, for the fame reafon, dreaded 
that theTurkifh commanders would purfue their 
conquefl:s, and either attack his other poffef- 
fions in Africa, or attempt a defce^t in Naples 
or Sicily, and it is probable that his apprehen- 
fions would have proved but too well founded^ 
.. had not Selim died about this time, and left 
his throne to his fon Amurath the Third i who 
devoted the beginning of his reign to the arts 
of peace ^ 

' Prince Ctntemir*8 Hift. of the Ottoman empire. An- 
tonio Herrera; and Ferreras in hoc anno. Miniana, lib. viu 
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B O O K X. 

TpXURING the courfe of the tranfadtions B o o it 
JL^ related in the preceding book^ a variety ^ -^^L_f 
of important events happened in the Nether- ^ffjjjt*;^ 
lands, which require a more circumftantial ^^[J***^** 
narration, 

In oppofing the prince of Orange and count 
Lewis of Naffau, it was confeffcd even by the 
duke of Alva's enemies, that he adted with the 
moft confummate prudence i and if his con- 
du6l afterwards had been equally prudent, he 
might, notwithftanding the general odiimi 
which his tyranny had excited againft him, 
have preferved the Netherlands in obedience 
to his authority. For if fuch of the people as 
C c 2 were 
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BOOK were difaffcfted to his government remained 
w-->^^»f quiet while the prince of Orange was at hand 
'^^*' to favour their attempts, it cannot be fuppofed, 
f hat, after all their hopes of afljftance were ex- 
tinguifhed, they would have ever dared to dif- 
pute his will. And indeed the fpirits of this 
unhappy people, at die prefent period, feefn to 
have been fo entirely broken, and their minds 
ib deeply impreffed with awe aod terror, th^at 
. nothing could have infpired them with the 
coura^is which they afterv^ards difpjiayf d, but 
infolence and oppreflion carried to the moft en- 
ormous height. 

Aiw% Tt. As foon as the army of the prince of Orange 
lippfice. was diibanded, Alva difiTiifl^d f4^ Qer^ian ca- 
valry, fnd baviog di/lribut^d the greatell part 
of hi$ infaatry ioto winterrquarter^, he .£:( o^t 
himfelf with thie remainder fDrJBnoffds jVhcre, 
after a triumphant entry, he ordered hi3 yi&ory 
to be celebrated with every fpecies of rejoicing. 
He then commanded 9 ibkmn th^Icfgiring 
for the fuccefs lyhich h^ attended his anns to 
l^e obferved through all th^ proviac^s; wl pf- 
dwed a ftatue of himfelf to be forxncd in ^^rafe, 
,fipd medals to be Rrw^ whkh^ wbik they 
^rved to perpetuate the memory of }4% w- 
plpits, gave proof pf a degree pf vwijy and ^vr9- 
gance, which p^t hh friends to tl)^ Wufli^ ^ 
oude the worJd wwiUing to yid^ him th^t 
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praUc which hi& vigour and abiticles w<Mdd *^°* 
heme procured him ^. Oae of ^6 Sstk iSta 

^ lo one of the medals he was ref^refeoted ridiog m » 
triumphal chariot, with a Vi^ory behind him patting a 
crown upon his head. In his right«>haad he hfcld a fword, 
to fignify that he had conqnexied count Le\^i^ hy oped 
fpi^e; anii in the left, an atgis» to expreh that wifdt)nf of 
which he had availed himfelf againft the prince of Omnge : 
and as a farther emblem of his lirifdom, the chariot wat 
drawn by owls, which in the ancient heathen fuperftitioii 
were facred to Minerva* 

Bat his ilatue, which was made at this tiitie, ftld after* 
wards placed in the citadel of Antwerp^ afforded^ a dill 
more flriking proof of his vanity and* arrogance. It. was 
the workman (hip of Jockeling, a Geroiah arti((» the Aoft 
celebrated fcalptor of the age. The governor was repre^ 
fen ted trampling under his fleet the figure of a monfier, 
having certain embtematicsd figns in different parts> which 
denoted the petitibn which had been prefented tor fhe dut- 
chefs of Parma, the compromife, and the infurre£lion and 
tumults which enfued. iThe bafe of the work was a fqiiatls" 
pillar of marble, containing on one fidie the artift*s namtt» 
and on the other three fides an encoiniiim of the dbke ot 
Alva ; who is there faid to haVe extinguifhed herefy and 
rebellion, to have faved the church from deftruclion, and 
reftored juftice and uanquillity to the Netherlands. Thia 
monument of Alva's vanity was far from being acceptable 
to the king ; it was a fubjeft of deri^on among his enemies 
at the court of Spain ; and in the Flemings, it excited the 
higheft reftntmeht and indignation ^. 

tt appears frohi Grotius, that about this time the duke 
made feverai ufeful regulations with regard to trade, the 

* Beativo|lio, p 16. Van Lobn^ toin. 1. p. 135. Stttda, p. %^o» 
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of his ddminiftration after his return to Bruflels^ 
was to determine the fate of the prifoners whom 
he had taken during the campaign; and all 
fuch of them as were inhabitants of the Nether- 
lands were treated as rebels^ and put to death. 

Hii tyrift- ^ STRICT inquiry was fet on foot, to difco- 
ver thofc who had^ either by word or deed, 
whilft the war fubfifted, fhcwn their inclina- 
tions favourable to the prince of Orange. And 
as the ifTue of the war had remained long un- 
certain, and fortune had fometimes favoured 
one (ide and fometimes another, m^ny perlbns 
had unwarily given vent both to their hopes 
and to their fears; little fufpedting that they 
were to be called to fo rigorous an account 
for unguarded expreflions, uttered among their 
friends and neighbours, which were now im- 
puted to them as the mofl: atrocious crimes. 
The people of the Low-Countries had long en- 
joyed the privilege of not being tried by any 
judges, but thofe of the city or diftrift to which 
they belonged ; and nd citizea could be put to 
death who had not confeffed his crime. No 
regard was paid to either of thefe privileges. 
Pcrfons of all ranks were hurried from the 

coin, and the liberty of the prefs ; but they failed in pro* 
motiog the parpofes for which they were intended, and even 
the memory of them was fooo effaced by the violence of the 
meaforet which hd afterwards purfaed« 
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}>laces of their rcfidcnce, and carried to fo great 
adiftance as made it impofTible for them to 
difprovc the accufations brought againft theitt> ^^ * 
however groundlefs* Great numbers Were feized 
on bare fulpicion j many fuffered death on the 
flighteft evidence; and others were haraffed 
with profecutions, by which they were reduced 
to the utmoft poverty and diftfefs ** 

The iniquity and unrelenting Cruelty exer* '^J^ 

cifed by the inquifitors diffufed an univcrfal defertedif 

terror over all the provinces. Not only the benoftiit 

proteftants, but likewife all who had ever ^^* 
ihewn themlelves attached to the liberty of th^r 

• The ne^Hjence which tbe judged difcoverisd in the fen* 
tences which they pafled againft the adhappy vidims deli* 
vered over to them by the inquifitorsy and in the warrants 
which they iigned for their execution, would be incredible^ 
if the many inftances recorded by the contemporary hifto* 
lians did not put it beyond all doubt. An order was iflued 
at this time for executing feveral of the prifoiiers who had 
been condemned. In the lift of their names the name of 
one man was inferted whofe caufe had not been tried, and 
he too was led to execution. Sometime after, the judges 
gave orders to have this man brought before them w his 
trial. They were informed, that, in obedience to their 
former command, he had already fuffered death } and proof 
was at the fame time laid before them of his innocendy. 
Moft of the judges exprefled on this Qccafion great uneafi- 
nefs ; but Vargas, tbe SpaniHi lawyer^ obferved, that what 
had happened, if rightly confidered, ought not to giire 
them much concern, fittce it was happy for the man's foul 
that he died innocent* 
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country, faw, that nothing lefs l^duld fatisfy 
the governor than their utter ruin. It would 
'^^^* ijot avail them, they perceived, to conceal their 
ifentiments, nor even to difclaim therrii fince 
, liiany of thofe who had done fo, had been |)u- 
flifhed with death ahd confifcation ; and had 
ftfcrived no other favour from the judges, but 
that of having fuffered by the fword or haltef, 
. inftead of being committed to the flames. De- 
termined by thefe confiderations, great num- 
bers of both fexes abandoned their habitations, 
and withdrew into foreign parts. We ought 
not, perhaps, to believe what fome hiftorians 
relate, that no lefs than a hundred thoufand 
houfes were forfaken by the inhabitants. It is ^ 
however certain, that feveral of the pincipal 
cities were fenfibly thinner, and fome whole 
villages and fmaller towns were rendered almoli 
defolate. Many of thofe who left the Nether- 
lands went over to England, where they were 
well received by Elizabeth. And as in that 
country they enjoyed the free exercife of their 
religion, they fixed their refidencc in it ; and 
amply rewarded the Englilh for the proteftion 
afforded them^ by introducing among that 
people various branches of manufafture, with 
which they had before been unacquainted. 

The Low-Countries fuffered extremely from 
this emigration of the inhabitants. But the 
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duke of Alva, far from being deterred by this ^ ^J* '^ 
confideration from the profccution of his plan> ^^■^'^■■i^ 
was at pains to prevent the return of the exiles, '* 
and even prohibited from rcturnkig all fuch of 
their friends as had gone to vifit them^ by pub- 
lilhing an cdift, fetting forth, that they Ihoiakl be 
conlidered as holding ihtercourfe with rebels,.and 
{hould be liable to the punifliment due to thofe 
who gave affiftance to the enemies of the king. 

The governor's vanity was flattered about 
this time, by an embafly which came from the 
the pope, .to prefent him a confecratcd hat and 
fwor-d. This fort of prefent, which ufed to be 
beftowed only upon princes, was conferred on 
the duke of Alva, as an illuftrious defender of 
the popifti faith > and it contributed to- coafirm 
him in the purfuit of thofe fanguinary mea- 
fures, which had procured hiih fuch a diftin- 
guifhed honour. 

But there was now almofl: no ocealion for T^f "Af^' 
employing meafurcs of this kind in his govern- doed. 
ment of the NetheYlands. All perfons wha had 
rendered themfelves obnoxious to his difplea- 
fure, had either been put to death, or had gone 
into a voluntary banilhment ; while thofe who 
remained had fliewn themfelves ready to yield 
an implicit and entire obedience to his will. The 
new bifhops, the decrees of the council of 

9 Trent, 
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B o o K Trent, the rites and ceremonies of the Romifh 
w v ' * church, were received and eftablilhed through- 
'^** out all the provinces. 

Anitcty of This fuccefs of the duke of Alva's arms and 
xl^^^ counfels gave great uneafinefs to fomc of the 
neighbouring princes, and particularly to the 
queen of England* That wife princefs had 
from the beginning of her reign beheld with 
anxiety the growing power of the Spanifh mo- 
narchy. She knew how much Philip was in- 
clined to difturb her government, and was 
fenfible of the advantage which the vicinity of 
his dominions in the Netherlands afforded him, 
for carrying any fcheme which he might form 
againft her into execution; efpecially at the 
prefent period, when, inftead of the limited 
prerogative which he had hitherto enjoyed in 
thefe provinces, he had acquired an abfolute or 
defpotic power, and eftablilhed a military force, 
which was formidable to the neighbouring na- 
tions, as well as to the people whom it had 
been employed to fubdue. Pronipted by thefe 
confiderations, Elizabeth had granted her pro- 
teftion to the Fkmifh exiles ; and, if we may 
credit fome hiftorians, ihe had given fecret af- 
flftance in money to the prince of Orange. The 
fituation of her affairs ^t home, where Ihe was 
difquieted by the mathinations of the partifans 
of die queen of Scots, rendered it inexpedient 

for 
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for her to come to an open breach with the book 
Spanilh monarch ; but notwithftanding this, Ihc ^ v ■< 
had rcfolved to lay hold of the firft proper op- '^ ' 
portunity tlhat fhould occur of counterafting hi^ 
defigns. - 

It was not long before an occafion of this sheieices 
kind offered, which fhe readily embraced* iongi?sto 
Some merchants of Genoa having engaged ta. *'* 
tranfmit certain fums of money for Philip's ufc 
into the Netherlands, had put four hundred 
thoufand crowns on board five fmall veffels, 
which, being attacked on their way to Ant- 
werp by privateers belonging to the prince 
of Conde, were obliged to take flielter in the 
harbours of Plymouth and Southampton. The 
Spanilh ambaflador at the court of London 
immediately applied for a fafe-conduft, tha^hc 
might fend the money by the neareft way to the 
Low-Countries ; and at firft Elizabeth feemcd 
willing to grant his requcft ; but afterwards flie 
ordered the ambaflador to be told, that, as (he 
underftood the money was the property of the 
kalian merchants, (he had refolved to d[etain it 
for fome time in her own hands, and woi^ld 
take care that the owners ftiould not have any 
reafon to con>plain. The ambaflador endea- 
voured to make it appear, that the money be- 
longed to the king his m^fter i and he was fe- 
conded in his applications for it by letters ad- 
5 . drefled, 
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BOOK drclTcd to the queen from the duke 6f Alva. 

>_ ^* . ' Elizabeth lent a deaf ear to their rdrwdwitrartees, 
'^^*' and difcovcrcd plainly, that fhe had refek^d to 
keep the nrioney- Alva was not of ft temper to 
bear patiently this inlult. It was ever ffiorA 
agreeable to his nature, to conquer difficulties, 
than toattennpt, by negociation, to ehicfe them. 
WiAout regard to treaties fubfifting between 
the Englifix and the Flemings, and without con- 
flilting either the States or council of the Fe- 
therlands, he ordered all the Englifh merchants* 
at Antwerp to be caft into prifon, and their cf- 
fefts to be confifcated. He did not conlider, 
or he was not moved by the confideration, that 
the Flemings had at that time a much greater 
quantity of goods in England, than the Eng- 
lifh poffeflfed in Flanders. Elizabeth had no 
reafon therefore to be forry for what had hap- 
pened. But Ihe diipatched an ambaflador to 
PWlip, to complain of the injury done to her ; 
and not receiving fatisfaftion, (he proceeded to 
make reprifals, and feized effeds, belonging to 
Spanilh and Flcmifii merchants, by which her 
ftibjcfts were more than compenfated for all' die 
lofles which they had fuftained in Flanders* 
Alva came at laft to perceive his erfory and fen« 
over Chriftbpher Aflbnville to England, to ne* 
gdciate an agreement with the queen* Eliza* 
beth, who took pleafure to mortify the pride o^ 
Alvai refufed to admit AffonYilfe into her pre^* 
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fpnce, becauft he had not credentials from ? 9^^ ^ 
Philip. Alva, more enraged than ever by this ^ J .^ 
affront, prohibited the people in the. Low- '5^* 
Countries frorr> holding any commercial inter- 
cburfe with the Englifli; but at laft, after va- 
rious negocigtions, the matter was adjufted by 
treaty, and the trade put upon its former foot- 
ing, in the year one thoufand five hundred and 
feventy-four"*. 

In the mean time Elizabeth gained her end, 
and did a mofl: material prejudice to Philip's 
intereft in the Netherlands. This prejudice 
was indeed much greater than Ihc intended, 
and was accompanied with more important 
confequences than Ihe could poflibly forefcc. 
Great arrears were due to the Spanilh troops, 
and Alva had contracted a confiderable debt by . 
building citadels. Philip's treafury, although 
the richeft in Europe, was exhaufted by the 
expenfive wars in which he had been engaged 
againft the Turk^ and,: Ji^op^s * ^^^ could he at 
prefent afford the mbney requifite for the main- 
tenance of his forces in Flanders. In this fitu- 
ation, die governor found it neceffary to have 
recourfe to the Flemings, whom he believed to 
be fo thoroughly fubdued, that they would not 
refufe to' comply with any demand which he 
could make upon them. 

' Metiereoi p. 80. Sxradu, p. z^. Bentivo^io, p. So. 

Thb 



jjg HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK The abfurdity and folly, added to the op- 
Cevi^ prei&on and tyranny, into which his arrogance, 
TMw^f together with his ignorance of the intcrefts of 
^lo^ a commercial people, betrayed him on this oc- 
»»»»«•• cafion, may juftly be regarded as the chief 
caufc of all the difficulties which he afterwards 
encountered, and of all thofe aftonilhing exer- 
tions which the people made to free thcmftlves 
from the Spanifh yoke. It may appear fur- 
pfifing, that the impofing of taxes, however 
burdcnfome, fhould have wrought more power- 
fully on their minds, than the cruel perfccu- 
tions which had been exercifed with fuch un- 
relenting fury on account of religion. But the 
reafon is obvious. The perfecutions extended 
only to a certain number of individuals i whereas 
the taxes affefted all men alike, and muft have 
proved the fource of univerfal and perpetual 
oppreifion. 

The people in the Low^Countries had in no 
period been accuftomed to be taxed by their 
princes. The power of impofing taxes belong- 
ed, by the conftitution and conftant practice, 
to the aflembly of the States. And when the 
prince had occafion for money, he had beej^ 
accuftomed, from the earlieft titties, to peti- 
tion the States for a fupply, which they either 
granted or refufed, as they were fatisfiefi or 
difpleafed with the reafons for demanding it. 

At 
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At certain periods, and particularly in the be- ® ^^ ^ 
ginning of the prefent reign, they had carried ^ ' J * » 
their jealoufy of this important privilege fo far, '^^ 
as to appoint commiflioner^ of their own to rcr 
>eive the money from the people, and to fee it 
applied to the purpofes for which it had been 
granted. The duke of Alva paid no greater 
regard to this than he had done to their other 
privileges. He refolved by his own authority, 
to eftablifli taxes, fufficient not only to fupply 
his prefent neceffity, but to ferve as a perpc^- 
tual fund for defraying all the e^^ences of hi^ 
government. 

The manner in whicK thcfe taxes were im- 
pofed was not more arbitrary, than the taxes 
themfelves were oppreffive. They were three 
in number. The firft was a tax of one per cent, 
on all goods, whether moveable or immove- 
able. The fecond^ of twenty per cent, to be 
paid annually, of all immoveable goods, or he- 
ritage. And the third, of ten per cent, of all 
moveable goods, to be paid on every fale. It 
was enafted, that the firft of thefe taxes fhould 
be paid only once ; but it was ordained, that 
the other two ^ould continue as long as the 
public exigencies fliould require. 

Intimation was made of thefe demands, in Excite Hm- 
the name of the king, to an affembly of the '^^^^' 

States } 
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States ; and it is impoffiblc to defcribe the afto- 
nifluTient which they excited. The deputies 
*^^* kocw not what anfwer to return ; and there- 
fore defircd time to confider of the governor's 
requifitions, and to tranfmit an account of them 
to their conftitucnts* They were received eve- 
ry where>.with grief and indignation j and there 
was nothing to be heard but the bittereft lamen- 
tations over all the provinces. 

*' It was not enough, they complained, for 
the king to have dripped the country of infi- 
nite numbers of the people ; to have filled the 
provinces with foreign foldiers, and to have 
wreathed the yoke about the necks of the in- 
habitants, by garrifoDS and citadels ; bux they 
muft likewife bear the charge of fuppoiting 
thofe inftniments of their opprcflion 5 and for 
this purpofe, inftead of the voluntary and mo- 
derate contributions whjch they had Jb^en wont 
to pay under former princest, be loaded for.cver 
with the moft violent and pppreflive taxes. 
Notwithftanding the injuftice with which th.cy 
had been treated from the beginning of the go^ 
vernor's adminiftration, yet^ during his tojit^fk 
with the princes of Naff^u, they h^id reiyialn.ed 
unfhaken in their fidelity to the king, ^nd'wcn 
co-operated with his forces againft the enemy ; 
but it now appeared that their moft implacable 
enemy was the king himfelf ^ who feemed to 

defirc . 
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de^re nothing fo much, as to reduce them to ^ ^^ ^ 
a ftate of the moft wretched flavery; and in < — v;-~» 
. order to accomplilh an end fo cruel and inglo- *^ ^' 
rious, had fcnt among them the duke of Alva, 
^ whofe cpnduft feemcd rather as if he had come 
to extirpate the inhabitants, than to govern <Sr 
protedt them* But they had already borne too 
much. . It was time to fhew that they had not 
. bc«n infenfible of the treatme;tjt which they had 
received, and that they were not altogether 
unworthy of their illuftrious anceftors, to whofe 
wifdorritapd valour they were indebted for thofe 
invaiual^le privileges, of which the king, and 
^ ';0dious inftruments of his tyranny* now 
wanted %q dpprivc them % 

Whei* the States tqund that tke new taxci^ Oppofit-on 
were fo uniyerfally difagreeable to their confti- fcna>ryVr 
tuents, they^took courage, and reprefcnted their *^' ^'*^* 
own fentiments concerning them to the gover- 
nor. Xhey reminded him of the difturbances 
which had arifen from an attempt to eftablilh 
the tax of the hundredth penny, in the year one 
thoufarid five hundred and fifty-fix ; when per- 
fons of all ranks difcovered an irreconcilable 
averfion to it, not only on account of the exor>- 
bitancy of the tax itfelf> btat becaufe it reduced 
them to the difagreeable neceflity of laying opea 

* B^ntivoglioy p. 82* 
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their private affairs. There was ftifl greater 
rcailbn, they obferved, for being diflktisfied 
'^^^ with the other taxes; and efpecially that of the 
tenth part of moveable goods, to be paid at 
every fale. This was not only fuch a tax as had 
been never known in the Low-Countries> bat 
would prove a burden which it would bc.ut- 
terly impoflible to fupport. It would amount, 
in many cafes, nearly to the value of d^com^ 
modities themfelves j fince the fame commodi- 
ties were often transferred from one p^on to 
another, and from him to a third, a fourth, a 
fifth, a fixth, before they came into the hands 
of the confumer. In woollen mahufaftures 
this was unavoidable ; the wool was purchafed 
by one fet of manufacturers j the yarn by an- 
other 5 the cloth, before it was dyed, hf a third; 
then it was fold to the nnerchant ; by 4nm, fo 
the retailer ; and by the retailer to his cuftomers 
for ufe ; and thus the tax propofed would a- 
mount to fix or feven tenths of the full value 
of the commodity. Several confequences, fatal 
to the profperity of the people, would eniue. 
Foreigners would no longer purchafe their ma- 
nufaChires, becaufe they could not fell them at 
-the ufual prices. The manufadurers and 
•merchants would fly from a country where 
they were fo grievoufly oppreffed; and the 
- Flemings would be obliged to have recourfe to 
foreign nations 'for thofe commodities with 

which 
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vhich forci^ers hjui hithcrtp bccafiipplicd b^y 
them. Thus the fourccs of their wealth would 
in a little time be dried up 5 and, a^ they would '^^* 
not have any manufa6hire$ of* tfecir own, fo they 
x:;ou|d not long pofTefs the means of purchafing 
them frojm others. To thefe reafons they added 
another, taken from . the great cxpencc and 
difficulty with which the coUeftion of the tax 
propofed mufl: be attended. A multitude of 
tax-^therers muft be employed i the people 
would ftill find it prafticable, in numberlefs 
cafts, to elude the tax ; and the tranquillity of 
die provinces would be comtim^^j diihiii>ed 
with altercations and dilpqt^s* 

In anfwer to this rcmonftrance, Alva, with 
much ignorance and haughtinefs, replied, thae 
nothing could convince him that the taxes re^* 
quired would be fo oppreffive as had been 
reprcfented 5 lince it was evident, that he de- 
manded only one part of ten for the king, and 
left the remaining parts to the people* That 
ia his town of Alva in Spain, the tax of the 
teAf h penny was aftually paid, and yielded him 
a^ yearly rent of between forty and fifty thou-r 
fand ducats. That if fuch a revenue as he ex- 
pelled (hould arife from it in the Netherlands, 
he would deliver the people from all their other 
taxes. That he had often heard the late tm^ 
pcror complain of the difficulty of procuring 
Dd 2 money 
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money from his lubjefts in the Low-Coun- 
tries ; and that, in order to obtain it> he had 
been conftrained to grant them privileges greatly 
prejudicial to his authority. But at preftnt 
there was no room for rcmonftrances. Great 
arrears were due to his troops ; feveral' new forts 
muft be built without delay for the fecurity of 
the country ; nioney for thefe purpofcs muft be 
immediately procured, and he could not devife 
any more efFcituaJ means of raifing it, than the 
taxes which were propofed ^ 

Such was the governor^ reply to the afl*em* 
bly of the States -, but being fenfible of the 
difficulties which attended his plan, he laid it 
before the council| and defired the counfellors 
to confider of the moft effcftual method of can- 
rying it into execution^ There were fome of 
them, who, in order to ingratiate themfelves 
with the duke, exhorted him to pcrfift in his 
defign. And thefe men advifed him to endeavour 
firft to gain over fuch of the provinces as had 
diftjnguiflied themfelves by their loyalty 5 fay- 
ing, that their example would foon be followed 
by the other provinces, who would dread in- 
curring the imputation of difaffeftion. 

■ But moft of the counfellors were of a con- 
trary opinion, and particularly the prefident 

' MettTcn, p. 89. 

Viglius; 
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Viglius; a minifter of long experience in the ^ ^^ ^ 
Netherlands, and of undoubted fidelity to the K^'^^^^a 
king. « The objeftions," he faid, ** which '^^^ 
had been urged againft the taxes were unan- 
fwerable; for there was the wideft difference 
between the kingdopi of Spain, and the Low- 
Country provinces. The wealth of Spain con- 
fifled in the great extent of its territory and the 
fertility of its foil. It was divided from other 
kingdoms, either by inacceffible mountains, or 
by the ocean. It was complete within itfelf, 
and independent of any connexion with other 
countries. Whereas the Netherlands were of 
fuch fmall extent, as to be utterly infufficient 
to fupport the inhabitants. They were (ituated 
in the heart of Europe, and had fo many dif- 
ferent nations bordering upon them, that, if 
trade were difcouraged or opprefTed, the ma- 
nufa<5lurers and merchants could eafily, and 
would certainly, tranfplant themfelves, toge- 
ther with their arts, to the countries which Uy 
around them. This confequence was to be 
dreaded from much lefs burdenfome impofi-- 
tions than thofe that were propofedj which 
were fuch as had never taken place in any 
commercial flate, and to which, he was con- 
fident, the people of the Low-cquntries would 
never be perfuadpd to fubmit. I fpeak thus 
(continued he) prompted by a concern for the 
int^refl of the king, as well as by a regard to 
P d 3 th« 
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• o^o It the profpcrity of the Nethcrlsmds ; Bar thctc it 
ii^>/^ the greateft feafon to apprehend, that if the 
'*^* governor fhall not depart from his relblutim^ 
trade will foon be reduced fo low^ that the 
people will be difabled from furnifhiiig the 
fupplies rcquifite for the purpofes of govern- 
ment «• 

This fpcech of Viglius ferved rather to in* 
Ccnfe the duke of Alva than to convince him. 
Without regarding cither the dignity of the 
fpeaker, or the ftrength of his arguments^ ho 
vouchfafed to make no other anfwer, but that, 
long before this time, he had refolvcd upon the 
taxes in difpute, and had communicated his re-* 
fblution to the cQunts Barlaimont andNoircar^ 
mes, before he came into the Low-Countries. 
His purpofe was unalterably fixed, and thofe 
who were friends to the king muft, without 
any further altercation, exert their endeavpurs 
to bring the States to a compliance with his 
Will. 

WAen the States found that the governor 
was' equally deaf to the remonftrances of the 
prefident, as he had been to theirs, they began 
to dread the cffefts of his dilpleafurc j and in 
order to iboth his rcfentment, they gave their 

i Mciir^ Abb4B0i> p. 350 Bentiroglio, p. ^3. 
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confent to the tax of the hundredth penny ; in- » 0^0 k 
treating him> at the fame time, to pafs from u-^-v--^ 
the other taxes> and reprefenting again, in the '^^'^ 
ftrongeft terms, the ruinous confequences which 
would attend them. But he was flill as inex- 
orable as ever; although he condefcended on 
this occafion to make a trial of fome fofter ex- 
pedients, before he ihould have recourfe to 
thofe of a more violent nature, which, in cafe 
of ncceffity, he was determined to employ. 

In the beginning of the year one thoufand ^S7^: 
five hundred and fixty-eight, Philip, with the dcm^t^!" 
advice of the inquifitors at Madrid, had pro- 
nounced a general fentence againft his fubjeds 
in the Netherlands, finding them obnoxious to 
juftice, and depriving them of their fortunes, 
rights, and privileges. By this extraordinary 
fentence> which, from the nature of it, was in- 
capable of being executed, he had kept this 
unhappy people in perpetual anxiety j but at 
laft, believing their fpirits to be thoroughly 
fubdued, and dreading the utter defolation of 
the provinces, he had refolved to publifh a 
general indemnity; and, fome months before the 
prefent period, had tranfmitted it to the duke 
of Alva, together with a confirmation of it by 
the pope. The duke thought that he could 
not publifh this indemnity at a more feafonable 
juni^re ; and he flattered himfelf that it would 
D d 4 ferve 



4<s>l HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

* ^x^ ^ ^^^^ to Gonciliatc the favour of the people, and 
s^^^"-^ make it caficr for him to overcome their aver- 
'*^*' fion to the taxes. It was firft made public in 
the city of Antwerp } where the governor, feat- 
ed on a lofty throne, furrounded with a degree 
of pomp which no former governor had af- 
fiimed, ordered it to be read in the prefence of 
a prodigious concourfe of people, who had 
come from all quarters to hear it, full of the 
moft anxious cxpeftation. It was afterwards 
printed and dilperfed over all the provinces. 
* But it was extremely ill-calculated to promote 
the purpoie defigned ; and was clogged with 
luch a number of exceptions, as tended rather 
to awaken the fears of the people^ than 'Co allay 
or remove them. 

From the benefit of it were excluded, not 
only all the preachers of the reformed religion, 
but likewife all thofe who had ever lodged or 
entertained them in their houfes j all who ^had 
been concerned in breaking the images, or in 
vidiating the monaftepies and churches j all who 
had fubfcribed the compromife, the petition of 
the nobles, or any other fuch bond of.aflbci^ 
ation ; and laftly, all thofe w^ho had given af- 
fiftance, or Ihewn favour, by word, deed, or- 
writing, to the enemies of the king. Such 
were the exceptions that regarded individuals ; 
and with refpeft to cities arid communities,- it 
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was declared, that if any of them fliould be ^ ^^^ ^ 
found to have been acceflfory to the late difor- ^ — ^^— / 
ders, on the pretence of maintainin]g their pri- ^^^^ 
vileges, the king referred to himfelf the power 
of punilhing or forgiving them, as he fhould 
judge expedient. 

It is not fuprifing that an aft of indemnity Howie- 
fuch as this, Ihould have^ failed to produce any ^"^^^ 
falutary effeft, Perfons of all ranks were highly 
offended with that open declaration which it 
contained, that they had forfeited their privi- 
leges. There were many who, although they 
themfelves had ever been zealoufly attached to 
the Catholic religion, were connefted by 'the 
moft endearing t}es with thofe who Tiad for- 
faken it. Prompted by natural affeftion, gra- 
titude, or humanity, they had done 'offices of ' 
kindnefs to their friends and rieighboujrs, for 
which they were now made equally liable to 
punifhment, as if they had been guilty of the 
mbft enormous crimes. Their minds' therefore 
were thrown into a greater ferment than ever ; 
and they were diljx)lcd to regard the |iardon 
which had beeh proclaimed, rather as an 
infblt added j:o the injuries which they had 
received, than a$ an adt of clemency and 
piercy"". 

^ jiJeterfQ| p. 84^ SiSAtiyoglia^ p. 85. 
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B o o K The duke of Alva confidered it in a light ex- 
K.^ — f tremely different, and foon afterwards refolved 
*^^** to make trial, whether it had produced the de- 
fired effcdt. With this view he ordered the 
feveral governors to inform the States of their 
refpe£tive provinces, that the fituation of his 
affairs required an immediate and large fupply, 
and that they muft proceed to the railing of 
the tax of the tenth penny, without any fur- 
ther rcmonftrance or delay. With the different 
provinces, however, he thought proper to em- 
ploy very different means of perfuafion. M 
the inhabitants of Namur, Artois, and Hai- 
nault, had, from the beginning, been ex- 
tremely fubmiflivc to his will, he defired the 
counts Barl^mont and Noircarmes to acquaint 
them, that he wiftied to obtain their confent to 
the tax, more for an example of obedience to 
the other provinces, than from any intention to 
levy it upon tbem ; who had deferved fo well 
of him by their fidelity. But he delivered his 
orders in a much more peremptory tone to the 
other provinces. He would take care, he 
ftid, in levying the tax, to prevent the con- 
fequences which they apprehended might arifc 
from it ; and would abolifh it, if he found it 
hurtful to their trade. In the mean time it 
was the will of the king that it fliould be im- 
pofed. The king had invefted him with power 
to exa£fc it i and he was unalterably determin- 
ed 
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ed to cn^loy that power for the purpoTe for book 
which it had been conferred. He concluded ^0^^^^ 
with reminding them of the guilt which they *^* 
bontrafted during the late commotions; and 
bid them cfteem it a happincfs that they were 
now allowed to atone for their folly, by giving 
^part of their fubftance, when the king niight 
in jnftice have feized the wbali. 

' By thefe promifes and threats an aflent was Theoeoerat 
at laft extorted ; but it was given upon two miiiitBd! * 
conditions, that all the provinces, without ex- 
ception, ihould agree to the taxes ; and that 
the governor Ihould, according to his promife^ 
moderate them in fuch a manner, that no pre- 
judice could arife from them to the trade or 
manufadures of the Netherlands. The only 
provinces which rejefted thefe conditions were 
thofe of Utrecht and Brabant. And the former 
of thefe difcovered, in the progrefs of this 
affair, a firmnefs and intrepidity that deferves 
to be recorded. 

Soon after the governor*^ orders were com- Therefoiott 
municated to the States of Utrecht, they fcnt thf(uf«^af 
ambaffadors to reprefent, that having taken ^^^^ 
his demand under their moft ferious confider- 
ation, they were unable to conceive how it 
could poffibly be granted. The territory of 
Utrecht, they faid, was fmall; the inland parts 

of 
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V o o s of it were barren^ and the other parts were pre-* 
«^— vl — f ferv^ed from the fury of the waters at an im* 
'^^^ menfe expence. Although they had but lately 
become fubjeft to the houfe of Auftria^ yet, in 
order to raifc the tributes impofcd upon them 
by the late emperor and the prefent king, they 
had been obliged to contradt a 'Very large debt, 
which they had never been able to repay* 
During the late difturbances, they had fuffcred 
more than the other provinces ; their city had 
been forfaken by its moil induftrious inhabit 
tants, and their trade, which was never great, 
almoft annihilated. But as they knew the ne* 
ceflity of the governor's affairs, and were fen- 
fible how much they had been indebted to him 
for reftoring tranquillity to the Netherlands,, 
they were willing to affift hira to the utnnoft 
extent of their ability, and would engage to 
pay him yearly a hundred thoufand florins for 
fix years; provided they were freed from all 
other burdens during that time. 

This offer the governor rejefted with fcorn 
and indignation. The States then fent .pother 
cmbaffy^ tp inform him, that they had CQ^'^ 
dered fully of what t{iey could afford; theyhiid 
flattered themfelves that their offer would have 
met with a favourable acceptance ; they were 
Cpnfcious of having given the ftrongeft proof 
p( an inclination to comply with his dcAr? ; hut, 
§ whatever 
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whatever fhould be the confequencc, they muft ^ 00 k 
now declare^ that it was beyond their power to i^^^^y^-ij 
offer more. And in this declaration, the pre- '^^^' 
fidents of the five churches concurred ; proteft- 
ing, th^tthey could not agree to the taxes pro- 
pofed, without incurring the cenfure of excom- 
niunication> which was denounced in the pope's 
bull \ in Ciena Domini , not only againft thofe 
who impofed taxes on the revenues of the 
church, but againft thofe likewife who fub- 
mitted to them. But the governor paid no 
greater regard to this proteftation of the eccle- 
fiaftics, than to the remonftrances of the States. 
It provoked him exceedingly, to meet with 
fuch obftinate refiftance from fo inconfiderable 
a province as Utrecht. . He had threatened to ^^ 
employ force, and he now reibived to put his 
threat in execution. 

He began with feni£ng40 the city of Utrecht 
a regiment of infantry, confifting of two thou- 
fand four hundred men ; who, befides exafting 
the fame number of florins a week for their 
pay, lived atfree quarters in the houfes of the • 
inhabitantSi and knowing the governor's defign 
in placing them there, indulged themfelves in 
every fpecies of outrage. He fummoned the 
magiftrates of th^ city, and tlie Stated of the 

^ Pirbliflied b^ Pias y. aDli6 1^69. 

province. 
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BOOK province, to appear before the council of tu- 
L-, , - J muks, to anfwer for their conduft in the year 
^^^ one thoufand five hundred and fifty-fix, whai 
they ceded to the proteftants one of the churches 
of the city for their religious^ aflecnhlies* It did 
not avail them to allege in their defence, that 
only a few individuals were concerned in this 
deed $ that thefe few had dSked with the beft in- 
tcntiop towards the king and the. catholic re- 
ligion, and had made th£it conceflion, of which 
th^ whole city was now accufed, in order to 
prevent the ipoit unhappy conieqnence^, which 
lyould otherwife have arifen firom the intempe^ 
rate zeal of the reformers. TJ^fe defences made 
no impreflioii on the duke, or 'ion the council* 
And fentence was pafied with very litde heli«^ 
tation, at the fame time againfi: the ecdefiaft^cs, 
the nobles, and the feveral cities o£ the j^o- 
-vince. The ecclefiaftics were deprived of their 
right of voting in the alSembly of the States ; 
the nobles were ftript of all their honours and 
immunities ; the cities of Utrecht, Amers&rt, 
Wyck, and Rhcncn, were declared to have for- 
^ felted their privileges; and, as Utnccht was 
fuppofed to have been more particularly guilty, 
it was enafted, that all the territory and rerc- 
mies belonging to the city and corporations 
fiiould be confUbated« 

The States were fo far indmidataBd by this 

iniquitous fentence, and their patience fo much 

2 exhaufted 
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mhaufted by the oppreflive rapacity of the fol- ^^S^ 
diers, that they were induced to raife the offer « — vA-' 
whicb they had made cf one hundred thoufand 
florinS) to one hundred and eighty thoufand. 
But neither what they had already fuffered> nor 
what they dreaded from the governor's refent- 
ment> could induce them to yield their confent 
to the taxes of the tenth and twentieth penny. 

This refolute conduft of the people of 
Utrecht was attended with the moft important 
confequcnces. It annulled the obligation un- 
der vfhich the other States had come, vdien 
they confented to the taxes, on condition that 
b11 the provinces Ihould concur; and it con- 
'firmed the people in their rcfolution ftrenuoufly' 
to oppofe the levying of the taxes. 

The governor was aware how difficult it 
would have been, in their prefent temper, to 
carry his plan into immediate execution ^ and 
although it does not appear that he ever enter- 
tained the rcmpteft thoughts of dropping it, 
yet, as his occafions for money were extremely 
prefllng, he called an affembly of the States to 
Bruflels, and demanded, that, befides the hun- 
dredth penny, to which they had formerly con-' 
iented ', they (hould. In pkce of the othtf 

^ TbU amoantfd co 4,ooOiOQ04g«Uderi* 

taxes. 
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B o o K taxes^ pay two millions of guiklers yearly, for 

^^ ^ f fix years* The States endeavoured to msjce 

^570- jjjjjj fcnfible of the exorbitancy of this demand, 

but in vain. He gave them a month to confi*- 

der of it, and at lait, from their dread of his 

tyranny, they agreed to his requeft. 

CMiaiiftaf The prince of Orange was not an uncon- 
2*<i"^ge, ccrncd fpeftator of thefe tranfaftions. He had 
gone, as was mentioned before, at the end of 
the year one thoufand five hundred and fixty- 
eight, to join the proteftants in France. He 
was prefent, and had a confiderable fliare in the 
feveral anions which paflfed between the calvi- 
nifts and catholics, at la Charite, Roch-la-ville, 
md Poidtiers. But being too deeply interefted 
in the afi^airs of the Netherlands, to remain long 
at fo great a diftance from them, he had left 
his brother count Lewis to command the Ger- 
man forces in France ; and having returned in 
September one thoufand five hundred and fixty- 
nine, to his county of Nafi[ku in Germany, he 
had been employed for ibme time in making 
preparations for trying his fortune once more 
againft the Spaniards. 

. Ir Germany he received particular intelli- 
gence of every thing that had happened in the 
Low-Countries fince his departure. He was 
informed how much the duke of Alva 4iad in- 

creafed 
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creafed the hatred which the people entertaiiied * ^^ ^ 
againft his perfon and government* He re- ^ "w ' ^-i 
ceived the ftrongefl: aflurances of their difpofi-* . ^'^^' 
tion to revolt; and was folicited by the catho- 
lics, as well as proteftaiits, by thofe whQ ftill 
remained in the country, as well as thofe who 
had been forced to leave it, to take, up arms in 
their defence.; But hq had not forgotten the 
caufe of the failure of his firft attempt -, and he 
refolved nof to begin any. military operations, 
xiQr even to levy forces, til}. he fhpuld be better 
provided than formerly with the means, of their 

fupport. j : ' 

Soon after Alva's arrival in the Netherlands, The exiles 
many of thofe who had left the country op ac- .Loiicd^ 
count of the perfecutions, had united together, 
and fitted out a great number of armed veflels', 
with. which they feized all the Spanifli Ihips 
which they could meet fiith Qn the Flemifh or 
Englifti cqaft. Thefe .adventurers hadf lately, 
through the violence of Alya's adminiftfatlpn^ 
received a great increafe of number; an4 h^d 
been joined by mapy.jperfons of rank, who^had 
acquired an afcendant over. them. They were 
^1 ftrongly attached to the prince of Or-inge, 
from whofe wifdom albne they had any hopes 
of pemg reftored to their native C9un|:ry ; and 
they defired nothing, fp mugh. a3 th^t he would 
undertake' the direftion of tlieir affairs, , Thejr 
^VaL. I. E e ' . agreed 
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B o o K agreed therefore, as foon as it was propofcd by 

y y. ' f their leaders, to receive commiffions from hiwr, 

'^^•* and to pay a fifth part of the value of all their 

prizes to certain officers, to be appointed hj 

him to receive it. 

As their fleet was greatly (liperior to any 
which the duke of Alva poflTeflTed, they did in- 
credible mifchief to the Spaniih, and fometimes 
too to the Flemifh merchants j and if their 
prizes had been fold to advantage, the propor- 
tion which they allowed to the prince of Orange 
would have amounted to a confiderable fum. 

intrigMiof William had recoyrfe, at the fame time, to 
ofOni!^. another method of improving his finances. He 
empowered fome of the inferior nobility to 
grant commiffions in his name, to the protef- 
tant preachers, who went throughout the pro- 
vinces in difguife, and procured contributions 
from all thofe who were difafFefted either to the 
catholic religion or the Spanifh government. 
Thefe men not only knew better to whom it 
was- proper to apply, but by their piety and 
eloquence, they had greater influence over the 
people, than any other pcrfons whom the prince 
could have employed. By their means too, he 
acquired a thorough knowledge of the difpofi- 
tion of the people, and formed a correfpondence 
with many of the principal inhabitants, which 
3 con- 
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contributed not a little to advance his views, book 
Thefe tranfaftions were carried on chiefly in 
Holland and Zealand^ where the reformed re- 
ligion had made greater progrcfs than in the 
fouthern provinces ; and where^ from the nature 
and fituation of the country, interfered by na- 
vigable rivers, canals, and branches of the fea, 
the people dreaded lefs, and were in reality left 
expofed to, the power of the Spaniards. It was ' 
in thefe provinces, formed both by nature and 
art to be the feat of liberty, that the prince of 
Orange had wifely refolved to make his firft at- 
tempt to gain a footing in the Netherlands* 
And, accordingly, intrigues were formed, and 
plans concerted, between his agents and fome 
of the principal inhabitants, for delivering the 
maritime towns into the hands of the proteftant 
exiles. Attempts were made to get pojBTeflion 
of Enchuyfen, and other cities in North Hol- 
land; but from difFerent caufes they proved 
abortive at this time, and were laid afide till 
fortune fhould be more propitious. The per- 
fons concerned in them had little reafon, it may 
be thought, to flatter themfelvcs "wixh the hopes 
of fecrccyj yet fo univerfally odious was the 
Spanilh government become, to the catholics 
as well as the refortners, that none, even of 
thofe by whofe means the plots of the Orange 
party were defeated, could refolve to. give in- 
£e 2 formation 
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formation of them to the governor. They 
were averfe from gratifying a man whom they 
'^^^* had fo much reafon to deteft ; and abhorred the 
thoughts of that cruelty, which they knew 
would, in cafe of a difcdvery, be cxercifed 
againft the guilty. 

fh7f«^*oY The duke of Alva, therefore, remained ert- 
i-ouveft«in» tirely ignorant of all that paffed j nor does it 
appear that he entertained the leaft fufpicion 
of the machinations of his enemies, till the tak- 
ing of the fort of Louveftein. This fort ftands 
in the ifland called Bommel, which is formed 
by the Maefe and the Waal; and, though 
. weakly fortified, was of great importance on 
account of its fituation. It was taken by fur- 
prife at this time, by Herman de Ryter, a na- 
tive of Bois-le-Duc, who wifhed to fignalize 
himfelf by fome gallant exploit in the fervicc 
of the prince of Orange. He had carried with 
him no more than fifty men, and with this fmall 
number he hoped to be able to defend the fort 
till Jiis afTociates Ihould arrive, but unfortu- 
nately they were prevented from advancing by 
fome unforefeen accident ; and in the mean 
time the fort was inverted by a fuperior force, 
-which had been fent from Bois-le-Duc, by Ro- 
'jderigo de Toledo. The befieged defended 
-themfeljres long with the moft obftinate va- 
-- lours 
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lour 5 but they were at lafl overpowered by ® ^^ ^ 

numbers, and de Ryter himfelf was flain ^. * — j— y . 

1571. 

The duke of Alva^ was greatly alarmed by ^J^'^"^*'?!* 
this event. He confidered the caufe more than ©f awi, 
the efFeft, and apprehended that this firft enter- 
prize of his enemies, which had been fo eafily 
fruftrated, would ere long be followed by other 
attempts in different parts of the provinces. It 
excited in his fiery temper a degree of rage and 
indignation equal to his anxiety. And his re- 
fentment was inflamed by the oppofition which 
the people had made to his railing the tax of 
the hundredth penny ; efpecially in the mari-^ 
time provinces, where he had never been able 
either to levy that tax, or their proportion of 
the two millions of guilders, which the Gene- 
ral States had confcnted to pay him yearly. 
This oppofition might have opened his eyes^ 
and fliewn him the neceflity of embracing 
milder expedients than he had hitherto emr 
ployed i but infl:ead of this, h fervcd only to 
fix him in his firft purpofc of having recourfe 
to open force and violence. And he was re- 
folved, whatever fhould be the confequences, 
to compel the people to fubmit, not only to 
the tax of the hundredth penny, to which the 
States had given their conftnt, but likewife to ^ 

^ Meteren^ p. 86. Bentivoglio, p. 87. - 

E e 3 that 
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■ ^^ ^ that of the tenth and twentieth, to which they 
< V ^f had refufed it '. To give a colour to his con- 
*^^'* duft, he aflerted in the council, that the States 
had confented to the two latter taxes as well as 
the former. Viglius, and fome others of the 
counfellors, rdfxiinded him, that the confent 
obtained had been granted upon a condition 
which did not yet fubfift. But Alva was not in 
a temper of mind, at this time, in which he could 
either liften to the truth, or bear with contra- 
didion. They were no better than rebels, he 
faid, who duril affirm, that the States had not 
confented. The king's honour, as well as his 
intereft, required, that the taxes fhould be le* 
vied without delay ; and he would fuffer him^ 
felf to be cut in pieces, rather than allow the 
States to break the promife which they had 
given him. 

His edift He accordingly iffued an cdift, requiring aU 

ptymcfitof the inhabitants of the Low-Countries to make 
**"**' immediate payment of the tenth and twentieth, 
as well as of the hundredth penny, to the of- 
ficers appointed to receive them. But, as he 
had promifed to moderate the two former taxes 
in fuch a manner as to prevent the pernicious 
confequcnccs that were apprehended, an im- 
munity from the tenth penny was granted to 
foreign merchants, on the firft fale of goods 



' ^cQtivcglioy p, 87. 



imported! 
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imported; and they were permitted to export 
them again^ without paying this tax> provided 
the goods had not been transferred from one 
perfon to another during their continuance in 
the country. The fame immunity was like- 
wife granted on the firft fale of cattle^ corn, and 
fruits^ the produce of the Netherlands. 

These immunities, which the governor con- The confe. 
fidered as proofs on his part of the greateft thisi 
condefcenfion, had no efFeft towards reconciling 
the people to the taxes, which they believed 
wouldj notwithftanding thefe conceflions, be 
attended with the ruin of their commerce and 
manufadtures. Their averfion to them, and 
their refolution to oppofe the levying of them, 
were as ftrong as ever. In many towns the 
people began, almoft as foon as the edidl was 
publifhed, to feel a fcarcity of the common ne- 
cejBTaries of life. Provifions were not brought 
to market J nor did the merchants expofe their 
goods to fale as formerly ■. Thefe inconve- 
niences were felt in no place more than in 
Bruffels, where the governor refided. There 
was an entire ftagnation in that city of every 
fpecies of commercial intcrcourfe. Neither 
food nor drink could be purchafed in it. The 
ihops and workhoufes were fhut up. The lower 

* BentivogliOy p. 87. 

E e 4 fort 
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fort of people were reduced to dcfpair j and the 
-whole city was overwhelmed with grief and 
'^^'- confternation. 




«y 



Hisbarbari- i^ this fituation, Alva formed the barbarous 
'rcfolution of putting to death, before their own 
houfes, Teventeen of the principal inhabitants. 
His foldiers were under arms ; the gibbets, the 
ropes, and the executioners, were prepared; 
when happily, only a few hours before the 
time fixed for the execution, a meflenger ar- 
' rived with information that the exiles had made 
a defcent on the ifland of Vorn, and. got pof- 
. feflion of the Brillc, t 

The Briiie Alva^ thundcrftruck with this intelligence, 
ScTxiUf. recalled his bloody orders j aiid refolved, 
though with much . reluctance, to fufpend for 
^ titne the levying of the taxes. He was deeply 
fenfible of the . advantages which the exiles 
. might derive from their acquifition of a place, 
which, on account of its fituation at the niouth 
of a* great river, and in the neighbourhood of 
many important cities, had always been con- 
fidered as one of the chief keys of the Netherr- 
lands. He knew likewife how extremely dif- 
afFeded the people in the maritiipe proyinccs 
were to his perfon and government; and he 
(Jreaded that other places would follow the 

fj^ampla 
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example of the Brille, and dpein their gates » b o o k; ■ 

the enemy. . -^ i : ^ J, / 

He had the greater rcafon to . be uneafy at 
this event, as he had not exerted Wmfclf with 
proper vigour to prevent it. He had neglcfii- 
ed to form a naval force fufficient to contend 
with the exiles; and had thereby not only ful^* 
fered the trade of the Netherlands to beruined, 
but had left his governnient aftnoft defenoeleTs 
on that fide, wh^re, frbm the nature of the 
power which the proteftant exiks ^ffeffed^' it 
was in the greateft danger of -being attacked. 
He had not even put garrifons ihto tl^e cities 
that were moft expofed ; but, at the very time 
when thfe exiles were hovering on the coaifl:, 
kept a numerous body of troops (quartered Jh 
Utrecht ; which, if they had been diftributed 
among the fea-coaft towns, might >havcbafl5ed 
all the attempts of the enemy* -0f iihis fupiie 
negligencei in a perfon of 'fo great vigour.and 
abilities as Alva, no account can be given, .but 
the extreme contempt in which he held thi pib- 
teftant exiles ; whom he confiddred as fit only ^o 
exercife piracy upon merchant Ihips, but utterly 
incapable of conduftirig any iit^rfant eriter- 
prife, .' • ,■ 

But although he had not taken theiwrccflSairy 
precaution to fecure himfelf againft their at- 
tempts, 
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B o o ic ttmptSi he had not been altogether inattentive 
^-J~ J to their motions. He had complained to the 
'*^'* queen of England^ of her permitting them to 
fell openly in her dominions^ the goods of 
which they had robbed the fubjefts of the king 
his mafter. This was in effeffc giving afllil- 
ance> he faid> to the king's rebellious fubjefts^ 
and was a violation of the treaties which fub- 
fifted between the Spanifli and Englifh crowns. 
Elizabeth was fecretly a friend to the Flemifh 
exiles $ and fhe had little reafon, and as litde 
inclination^ to gratify the defires of Philip^ or 
the duke of Alva. She knew that^ for ibme 
time paft^ they had maintained a correfpond- 
ence with her catholic fubje&Sj and had ufed 
their endeavours to difturb her government. 
But Ihe did not judge it proper at this time 
to come to an open rupture with Philip. She 
therefore complied with Alva's requefl; or^ 
dered all ihips belonging to fuch of the inhabi- 
tants of the Low-Countries» as had withdrawn 
their allegiance from the king of Spain^ to leave 
her harbours ; and forbade her fubjeds to fur- 
nilh them with (belter or provifions. 

This unlooked-for compliance of Elizabeth, 
which was matter of great triumph to the duke 
of Alva, and of equal mortification to the ex- 
iles, was attended^ in the iflue, with confe- 
quences very different from thofc which were 

expeded. 
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exped^ed. It reduced the exiles to defpair; ^ ^^ ^ 
and as they were now thrown off by the only ^ — v— ^ 
foreign power from which they had received '^'^** 
protccbion, they refolved, if poflible^ to ac- 
quire poffeflion of fome place of ftrcngth in 
their native country. Having with this view 
aflcmblcd at Dover, they fet fail with twenty- 
five Ihips, under William de Lumey count de 
la Marck, who held the chief command among 
them, by commiflion from the prince of Orange. 
In their voyage they had the good fortune to 
meet with two Spanifh veffels richly laden, 
which was no fmall confolation to them in their 
prefeat forlorn Jituation. They intended to 
have made an attempt upon Enchuyfen, in 
North Holland ; but the wind being contrary, 
they were obliged to put into the Maefe, where 
they caft anchor before the town of Brille, on 
the firft of April one thoufand five hundred and 
feventy-two. The count de la Marck imme- 
diately landed his troops, and lent a meffenger 
to fummon the inhabitants, in the name of the 
prince of Orange, to furrender. But as they 
hefitated for fome time what anfwer they fiiould 
return, he began to fulpeft that they were pre- 
paring to make refiftance, and therefore or- 
dered the gates on the north fide to be burnt 
down. This was done accordingly; and he 
entered^ and took pofieflion of the town with- 
out 
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^\^ ^ out oppofition, at the head, of only two hun- 
dred and fifty men. 



157»' 



So accidental and fo eafily accompliihed was 
the firft: event of that war, which rendered the 
Netherlands a fcene of horror and devaftation 
for more than thirty years 5 but which, whilft 
it proved the fourcc, on many occafions, of 
extreme diftrefs to the people, called forth an 
exertion of virtue, fpirit, and intrepidity, which 
feldora occurs in the annals of hiftory. Never 
was there a more unequal contefl: than this 
whicb was now begun between the inhabitanu 
iof thfe Low-Countries and the Spanifh mo- 
nai:ch ; and never was the iQue of any dilpute 
more contrary to what the parties had reafon 
to expert. On the one fide, a people, confift-^ 
ing chiefly of manufafturers and merchants, in- 
habiting a country of fmall extent,, and already 
much exhaufted by a long continued exercife of 
tyranny and oppreffion : pn the other, the rich- 
eft monarch of the age, who was matter of the 
moft numerous and beft difciplined forces, 
comngianded by generals diftinguilhed above 
their ^contemporaries by their confummate (kill 
ia> the art of war. Nothing but defpair could 
have made the people of the Low-Countries 
enter. the lifts with an adverfary {6 much fupe- 
rioir to them. And it could hardly be fuppofed 

that 
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that they would not be quickly overwhelmed. 

But, from the fequel it will appeir, how ralh 

it is to conclude with confidence, that becaufe '^^** 

an event is improbable, therefore it will not 

happen. 

On the next day after the proteftants had 
made themfelves mailers of the Brille, they 
began to convey their booty on board thieir 
fhips, with the defign of proceeding on their 
voyage to Weft Friefland ; but one of their 
number, a native of the place '', having repre- 
fented that they could not reafonably expc<9: to 
find a more commodious fettlement elfewhere, 
the count de la Marck, and all the reft enter- 
ed readily into his opinion ; and they refolved 
without delay to fortify the town with the can-^ 
non belonging to the fleet. 

They had juft time to put -themfelves into f"'"*^^'^* 

•^ i attempt to 

a pofturc of defence, when the count de BqARit % '«over the 
to whom the duke of Alva had given orders to 
attack them, arrived in the ifland with a body 
pf Spahifh trooj^, coUedbed from Utrecht and 
pther places in the neighbourhood. The count 
de la Marck, whofe forces were much inferior in 
number to the enemy, remained within the 
town, with a rcfolution to defend it to the laft. 

• TrcfloDg. p Governor of Holland. 

Q The 
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B o o xl The Spaniards advanced to the walls^ and be- 
% J # gan to batter them with their artillery; when 
''^*' one of the townfmen leapt into a canal, and 
fwimming a little way till he caine to a fluice, 
which Boflut had negleAed to fecure^ he broke 
it down, and let in fuch a quantity of water, 
that, in a few hours, a great part of the coun- 
try was overflowed. This did not deter Boflut 
from the profecution of his enterpriie j al- 
though it obliged him to remove his forces to 
the fouth fide of the town, where the ground 
which led to the principal gate was ftill unco- 
vered by the water. La Marck had planted 
there his heavieft cannon ; and the Spaniards 
had little profpeft of being able to carry their 
point fooOi In the mean time, two of the 
boldeft leaders of the exiles fallied out with a 
part of the foldiers from the oppofite gate, and 
marching along the dykes to the place where 
Boflut had left his fliips, they burnt fome of 
them, funk others, fet the reft adrift, and then 
returned fafe to the city. When the Spa- 
niards were advertifed of this difafter, and per- 
ceived the water round them fifing higher and 
higher, they were flruck with a fudden panic, 
and betook themfelves with the utmoft preci- 
pitation to the fliore. Moft of them made their 
efcape to the oppofite coaft in fome vefiTels, 
which the enemy had not time either to let loofc 
or deftroyi and others, by fwimming till they 

reached 




PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN. 

-reached the fhips that had been fet adrift} while 
a confiderable number was fwallowed up in the 
mud and water. Had they been purfued by *^^ 
the chemy, they muft all have perilhed. But 
La Marckj who was doubtful of the aflfeftions 
of the citizens, thought it dangerous to quit 
the town, left they fliould fhut the gates, and 
turn his own artillery againft him. 

From this fuccefs, the proteftants derived 
an increafe both of ftrength and courage. The 
citizens declared openly in their favour, and 
they were immediately joined by numbers who 
flocked to them from all parts of the ifland. 
The names of the inhabitants were reg:iftered| 
and they all fwore allegiance to the prince of 
Orange, as the only legal governor of Hol- 
land; engaging to defend the town and ifland 
in bis name, and that of the king, againft the 
duke of Alva and the Spaniards'. 

Their ' 

^ This firft viaory of the proteftants wz$ fullied by that 
favag€ ferocity, of which there are many inftances in the 
prefent war. The Moqks., knowing how obnoxioas they 
Wf re to the coaqnetors, en4eav!oured to make their efc^pe 
Irom the iflaod ; but they were feized in their flight, treated 
in the moft crael and contomelions manner, and afterwards 
pot to death. The exiles were too much inflamed by the 
barbarous treatment which they themfelves had received* to 
diftingnifli between the innocent and the guilty* or toliftea 
f ither (o the dilates of humanity, or that of religion, for 

wbich 
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'f Hint example quickly difFiifed the fpirit 
by whfch they ii^ere aftuatcd, and ferved as a 
'^^'** fignal -of revolt to other places. Of this the 
itoiint De Bofiut foon xcccived a convincing 
proof. Having vnth great dafficulty paiTed oyer 
frdm VorntoBcyerland, he led his troops to- 
wards Dortr^here he lAtendod'td refrefli them 
after the fatlgiid which they had undergone. 
>But the inhabitants having heard of his repulfe 
xt BriQe^ and dreading, that he might compel 
them .to pay the taxes, they refolved, whatever 
fliould'bethe conftquence, to refufe him ad- 
cmttsice into the city* As he was not in a 
ooModition to employ force, he marched direftly 
t^'Rotterdam* 

BofTot'i Thbkb too he found the people equally aver{e 

ih^ptolkof to the admiflion of the Spaniards; but after af- 
Rottt«i.!n. furiflg the magiftratcs that he meant only to 
lead them through the town, and not to lodge 
them in it, he perfuaded them to fufFer the fe- 
veral companies to pafs through it, one by one. 
The magiftrates had reafon quickly to repent 
of this conceffion. No fooner had the firfi: 
tompiny entered the city, th4A BoflTut, without 
i-dgkrd to his engagement, ordered them to 
keep tlie gates op,en, till the other coxtipanies 

#ihi^li .^hey profefTed fuch ardent zeal. Haying been treated 
MJHriUbeiiils. by .their e.iiemies, chey had now'becQme fajch, 
-and.tore iiif>iece< every thing tba^. fell ia their way. 

' (houid 
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ttiould arrive* The citizens reproached him ^ ^^ ^ 
with his treachery, and attempted to fhut the 
gates by force. He had hitherto been held in 
efteem for his moderation; but, being cha* 
grined on this occafion, by the mifcarriage of 
his attempt againft the proteftants at Brille, 
and incenfed by the aflfront which had been 
offered him, firft by the people of Dort, and 
lince by thofe of Rotterdam, he refolved to 
Wreck his vengeance upon the latter, and fhewed 
his foldiers what he wilhed them to do, by 
killing with his own hand one of the citizens, 
who was endeavouring to Ihut the gate. His 
"troops* eager to follow his example* drew tHeir 
Iwords, attacked the city-guards, flew fome of 
them, and drove the reft out of the city i then 
giving a loofe to their fury, they fpread them- 
felves over the town, and butchered more than 
three hundred of the inhabitants '* 

This Ihocking deed was no lefs impolitic* 
than it was favage and barbarous ; and added 
fuel to that flame which Bofliit, as governor of 
the province, ought to have been at the ut- 
moft pains to extinguifti. It required but little 
difcernment to perceive the neceflity of employ- 
ing the mildeft expedients with the maritime 
provinces. There were no citadels or Spanifli 

' Mcurfii Aoriacus, p. 75. Bentivoglio, p. 91. 
Vol. L F f garrifons 
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• \^ ^ garrifons in the towns of thefe provinces. The 
foldiers who had been quartered in them, had 
been drawn oiF at different times, for the pu- 
niftiment of the people of Utrecht. The fitu- 
ation of moft of the towns, furroundcd by the 
fca, or by the rivers and canals, rendered it 
extremely difficult to befiege them; and the 
protellants, who could have eafy accefs by wa- 
ter to every part of the country, were greatly 
fuperior to the Spaniards in naval force. The 
people were not ignorant of thefe advantages j 
and they refolved to avail themfelves of them 
on the prefent occafion. The maffacre at Rot- 
terdam made them regard BoiTut and the Spa* 
niards with horror 9 and even thofe who wilhed 
to maintain their allegiance to the king of 
Spain, were determined to guard againft the 
entrance of his troops within their walls, with 
the fame vigilance which they would have em- 
ployed againft an open foe. 

Retoit of Tttis fpirit appeared firft at Flulhing; which, 

*"** on account of its fituation near the mouth of 
the Scheld, has long been reckoned one of 
the moft important towns in the Netherlands, 
Among the laft inftruftions which the emperor 
delivered to his fon, when he refigned his do- 
minions> he advi/cd him to make this place an 
objeft of his particular care, and to Ipare no 
cxpence to fccure it againft the attempts of his 

enemies. 
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enemies. Alva had not bellowed that atten- ® ^ o ^ 
tion on it, which a place of fo much conle- 
quence deferved* He had weakened the gar-^ 
rifon, by ordering all of them but eighty Wal- 
loon foldiers, to take up their quarters irt 
Utrecht. The lofs of the Brille, which was 
owing to the fame caufe, had made him fen- 
iible of his error. He now therefore refolved 
to finifh a citadel at Flufhing, of which he had 
laid the foundation fome time before ; and with 
this view he ordered eight companies of Spa- 
niards to go there, under the command of an 
experienced officer. The citizens beheld the 
chains which were thus forging for them, with 
deep concern. They dreaded the confequences 
which might arife to their trade. They were 
not entirely free from apprehenfions of being 
treated in the fame maniler as the people of 
Utrecht and Rotterdam. They doubted not 
that, fooner or later, the garrifon^ which was 
about to be ftationed in the town, would be 
employed to compel them to make payment of 
the taxes ; and they Were emboldened by the 
fuccefs of the proteftants in the ifle of Vorn- 
While their minds were in this agitation, there 
aiTived among them fome partifans of the prince: 
of Orange, who had come on purpofe to exhCrt 
them to aflert their liberty. Inlligated by thefe 
men, the populace ran to arms, and obliged 
F f 2 the 
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■ ^^ ^ the feeble remains of the garrifon to quit the 
* — ^r— ' city. 

On the next day, the Spanilh forces ar- 
rived in the harbour. The people were aflem- 
bled in the ftreets, and upon the walls; and 
were ftill in fome meafure unrelblved as to 
their future conduft. The proteftants» and 
other friends of the prince of Orange, remon- 
ftrated to them on the abfurdity of hcfitating, 
after they had begun hoftilities. " By expel- 
ling the garrifon," cried one of them, " you 
hav^ already done what the Spaniards will un- 
doubtedly interpret to be high treafon againft 
the king. Confider well to whofe mercy you 
expofe yourfelvcs. Remember the fate of the 
counts Horn and Egmont, and confider whe- 
ther either your merit or your innocence has 
equalled theirs." The proteftants employed 
another method to imprefs the minds of the 
vulgar. They caufed proclamation to be made 
by found of trumpet, that the Spanifli garrifon 
was at hand, and that all the citizens muft hold 
their efFefts, their wives and daughters, in rea- 
* dinefs for their ufe *. 

When men are balancing between contrary 
refolutions, the fmalleft weight is fufficient 

• Rcidanuf, p. lo. 

fometimes 
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Ibmetimes to turn the fcalc, A man in li- ^ 9J^ ^ 
quor, who had mingled with the crowd, offered 
for a fmall reward to fire one of the great guns 
upon the Spaniards ; and he did it accordingly, 
on receiving three guilders from one of the pro- 
teftants who flood near him. From that inftant 
the people were fixed in their purpofe. The 
Spaniards, aftoniflied at their reception, and 
utterly unprepared to employ force, let flip 
their cables, and failed for Middleburg. . 

In that city refided Anthony de Burgoine, 
lord of Wackene, the governor of the pro- 
vince; who, as foon as he was informed of 
what had happened, fet out for Flulhing, and on 
his arrival there, having called together all the 
inhabitants into the moft public part of the 
town, he employed every argument addreffed 
to their hopes ahd fears, to perfuade them* to 
return to their allegiance. But they could not 
liften now to any thing but the pafliojis by 
which they were inflamed. Their abhorrence 
of the Spanifh tyranny was now wrought up to 
the greatefl: height 5 and the governor, appre- 
henfive of danger from their unbridled fury, 
immediately left the town. 

Soon after his departure they pulled up the 

foundations of the new citadel, and drove out 

the perfons t# whom the charge of building it 

F f 3 had 
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* ^x ^ ^^^ ^^^ committed. In a few days afterwards 
they gave a ftill ftronger proof of their refolu- 
tion never to return under the SpanijQi govern- 
ment. Don Pedro Pacheco, who had been 
appointed governor of Flufhing, having been 
detained fome days behind the troops, was ig- 
norant of what had paflcd, and entered the har- 
bour under a belief that his foldiers were in 
the town to receive him. The people ran to 
arms, and having feized and plundered his 
fliip, they caft him and his attendants into 
prifon. Among papers which were found in 
his poffeffion, it is laid, that they met with 
evidence of his having come with a defign to 
cxercife in Flufhing the wonted tyranny of the 
Spaniards; and this difcovery, added to the 
circumftance of his being nearly related to the 
duke of Alva, prompted them to form the 
barbarous refolution of putting him to death. 
He offered to pay them a rich ranfom for his 
life, and to remain their prifoner j but they re- 
jected his propofal. He then begged that they 
would refpeS: the nobility of his birth, and put 
him to death by the Iword, rather than by the 
halter. Even this requefl was denied him. 
Their minds were grown favage, from the 
bloody fcenes which had of late been fo often 
afted before them; and they rejoiced in the 
opportunity which they pofTefTed of wreck- 
ipg their vengeance on the duke of Alva, by 
i infiifting 
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inflifting a difgraceful punifhment on his kinf- book 
man. ^ — ., — ' 
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They were aware of the confequenccs with 
which this conduflr, fo violent and hoftilc, muft 
be attended j and, as they knew that it would 
quickly draw upon them the whole weight of 
the governor's refentment, they omitted no- 
thing in their power to fecure themfelves 
againft it. They laboured incefiantly to ftrength- 
cn their fortifications. They imported pri- 
vately from Antwerp, ammunition and provi- 
iions, which they laid up in ftore ; and. they 
applied to the prince of Orange, and to the 
proteftants in France and England, for affift- 
ance. Some troops wer.e immediately fent them 
from France, by count Lewis of Naflau ; and 
five hundred Flemifh exiles came from Eng- 
land, who were foon afterwards followed by 
two hundred Scotch and Englifti volunteers, 
under the command of two adventurers, Mor- 
gan and Balfour. Their fleet received an aug- 
mentation .where they did not expedl it. The 
duke of Alva having, fome months before, 
fitted out a number of vefTcls to cruife upon the 
coaft, the commanders of thefe veflels now de- 
clared in favour of the party which they had 
hitherto oppofed ; and, fetting fail for Flulh- 
ing, inlifted under the banners of the count de 
Tferart, to whom the prince of Orange had 
F f 4 given 
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^ ^v^ ^ given the chief command of all the forces ia 
Lmmm J L^ the province. 

Revolt of TsERART foott found himfclf pofleffed of fuf- 
in Zealand, ficient ftrcngth, not only to defend Flulhing, 
but likcwife to attempt the reduftion of the 
^thcr towns in Zealand. With moft of thefe 
towns, there was very little occafion for em- 
ploying force. The inhabitants of Campvere, 
Armuyden, and fome other places, were no 
Icfs inclined to revolt than the people of Flufh-^ 
ing; and in a few days the whole province, ex- 
cept Middleburg and the callle of Ramekins, 
declared againft the Spanifli government, and 
received garrifons from Tftrart. 

In Middleburg too, the greateft part of the 
inhabitants would gladly have followed the ex-* 
ample of the other towns ; but they were over- 
awed by the garrifon. Tferart laid fiege to 
this city, and expedted foon to have got pof-* 
feflion of it. The garrifon was weak, and as 
the exiles were maftersT at fea, he hoped, by 
their means, to intercept any reinforcement 
which might be fent from the continent. The 
duke of Alva was fenfible of the great import- 
ance of the place, and refolved, if poflible, to 
relieve it. For this purpofe, he ordered Sancio 
D'Avila, one of his brayeft officers, to'carry 
thither a thoufand feled: foldiers, partly Wal- 
loons 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 441 

loons and partly Spaniards, whom he mingled ^ ^^ ^ 
together, as he did on many occafions after- ^ — yr— ' 
wards, that he might the more effeftually ex- '^^** 
cite their emulation ; and to thefe a great num- 
ber of officers and perfons of rank joined as 
volunteers, that they might partake of the 
glory of fo dangerous an enterprife. 

D'AvaA left Bergen-op-zoom in "the end 
of April, and had a'prolperous navigation down 
the Scheld. He was defirous to land his troops 
on the neareft part of the ifland, as from thence 
he would have had the Ihorteft march to Mid- 
dleburg. But the enemy having received in* 
telligence of his defign, had drawn together a 
powerful fleet to oppofe him. He was obliged 
therefore to keep out to fea on the north fide 
of the ifland, and to fetch a compals round, 
till he came to that part of it which is waflied 
by the ocean. The landing there was difficult 
by reafon of the flats and ihallows, which made 
it neceflary for him to march a great way in 
the water; but, as he met with no oppofition 
from the enemy, he at lafl: brought his men all 
fafc on fliore. Then having immediately fet out 
with a chofen band, to examine the fituation of 
the enemy, and having found that, trtjfl:ing to 
the fleet, they had taken no precaution for their 
defence, he ordered all his forces to advance. 
They ran forward to the attack with the utmoft 

impetuofity. 
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impetuofity. The befiegers were overwhelmed 
with aftoniflimcnt. The garrifon at the fame 
time fallied out upon them from the city. 
They abandoned their trenches almoft without 
refiftancei and being hemmed in on every 
fide, all of them, except a few, who cfcaped 
to Flulhing and Campvere, were put to the 
fword \ 

In this manner was the fiege of Middleburg 
nufed. But as the proteftants ftill retained 
their fuperiority at fea, they hoped, that by 
furrounding the ifland with their fhips, and 
intercepting the fupplies which might be fent 
^ to it, they Ihould foon be able to compel the 
garrifon to furrender. Their fleet confifted of 
no left than one hundred and fifty armed veflels, 
, manned with Tailors who were 'much more ex- 
pert than any whom the duke of Alva could 
procure. Their maritime enterprifes were for 
this reafon almoft always attended with fuccefs, 
and they did incredible mifchicf to the Spa- 
niards at fea; while at land, having only raw 
troops to oppofe to regular and well-difciplined 
forces, they were feldom able to look them in 
the face. 

the exues At this time, when the fea was covered with 
ja^*totiu ^cir fliips> and almoft every entrance to the 
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ports of the Low-Countries blocked up, the ^ ^ ^ ^ 
duke of Medina-coeli arrived upon the coaft. ^-— >/■ -^ 
This nobleman had been fent by Philip to fuc- '^^*' 
ceed the duke of Alva, who, on account of 
his health, had applied for liberty to return to 
Spain. Medina-cceli had brought with him 
fifty fhips, having two thoufand Spaniih foldiers 
on board j but as he knew nothing of the late 
tranfeftions in the maritime provinces, and had 
no fufpicion that the proteftants poffefled fuch 
a confiderable naval force, he fell unawares 
into the midft of their fleet* Twenty-five of 
the largeft of his fhips were taken. Some of 
them efcaped to Rammekins and Middle- 
burg, and he himfelf got with difficulty into 
Sluys, in Flanders. The exiles found on board 
the fhips which they took, two hundred thou- 
fand guilders in fpecie 5 and the fhips, with the 
cfFefts which they contained, were valued at 
five hundred thoufand ". 

Their next fuccefs was in an attack upon a 
fleet of twenty fhips, which the duke of Alva 
intended to fend to Middleburg, with troops, 
ordnance, pikes, and gunpowder, for the ufc 
of the garrifon. The exiles attacked thefe 
fhips before they had left the harbour, and 
having taken them all, they carried them,, to- 
gether with the military flores, to Flufhing. 

* Meurfii Auriacus, p. 88. 

Anothbr 
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Another fleet, fitted out for the fanie purpofe 
at Sluys, was equally unfortunate. The 2^aland- 
'i^*' ers being informed by their partifans of the 
deftination of this fleet, and of the time fixed 
for its departure, took three Ihips, in the fhort 
run betwixt Sluys and the ifle of Walchem, 
and had the courage to purfue the reft into the 
harbour of Rammekins, where, notwithftand- 
ing the fire of the garrifon, they took fome, and 
burnt the reft. 

They were not fo fuccefsful in their next 
adventure. It had been the chief objeft 
of their dcfire for fome time, to make them- 
felves mafters of Middleburg ', becaufe, while 
that city remained in the hands of the Spa- 
niards, the whole ifland was fubjedt to perpe- 
tual alarms. They had, as we have juft now 
fcen, defeated feveral attempts which the duke 
of Alva made to introduce fupplies, and now 
the town of Tcrgoes was the only channel by 
wJiich they could be conveyed. ^ Tergoes is the 
capital of South Beveland, and was defended 
at this time by a garrifon of eight hundred 
Walloons and Spaniards, under the command 
of Ifidorc Pachcco, a Spanifh officer. 



sfepr of Tq ^i^i^ ^Q^y^ Tferart, general of the 21ca- 

landers, had, fome time after his repulfe froilt 
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Middleburg, liid fiege ; but upon a falfc re- 
port of the approach of the Spaniards, he had 
haftily raifed the fiege, and left the ifland. He towVfL*Ji« 
now returned to it, with an army of near eight ^^^s^- 
thoufand men, moft of whom were German, 
French, and Englilh proteftants* 

As the garrifon was no match in the field 
for fo great a force, Tferart had landed in the 
ifland without oppofition, and, having imme- 
diately invefted the town, he\prefled forward 
the fiege with great vigour. The befieged 
made fevcral briflc fallies to retard his ap- 
proach ; but notwithfl:an^ing their moft vigo- 
rous efforts, Tferart had opened his batteries, 
and made fome breaches in the wall. The 
fiege had lafted for feveral weeks, and Pacheco 
began to perceive that it would not be poffiblc 
for him to hold out much longer. 

Of this he had given early notice to the 
duke of Alva ; nor was the duke lefs intent 
upon relieving him, than he had reafon to ex- 
pe6t. The diftinguiflied bravery of the garri- 
fon and their commander ; the' reproach which 
would accompany the fuffering them to fall a 
prey to the enemy ; above ^11, the great im- 
portance of the place, the lofs of which would 
draw after it that of Middleburg, and the whole 
province of Zealandi thefe confiderations excited 

aU 
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BOOK all the governor's attention, and determinecf 
<■- V f him to apply with ardour to prepare the fuc- 
'57»* cour which Pacheco had folicited. He ordered 
feveral regiments of his bell troops to affemble 
from different quarters at Bprgen-op-zoom, 
from whence there is a fhort run down the 
Scheld to Beveland. He likewife fent thither a 
fuifficient number of tranfports with ftores of 
ammunition and provifions -, and appointed 
D'Avila and Mdndragone * to conduft them to 
the garrifon of Tergoes. 

These men exerted themfelves ftrenuoufly 
in the execution of the truft that was committed 
to them ; and attempted feveral times to force 
their way through the enemy's fleet. But the 
Zealanders watched their motions fo atten- 
tively, were fo much more expert in failing, 
and pojQTefled a naval force fo much fuperior to 
theirs, that all their attempts were bafHed ; and, 
to fave their fhips from being funk, they were 
frequently obliged to return, without being 
able to eflfe6hiate their purpofe. D'Avila once 
flattered himfelf that he had difcovered an ex- 
pedient that would prove fuccefsful. He 
planted batteries of cannon along the banks of 
the Scheld i hoping to keep the enemy at a 
diftance from the fliore, and thus to give Mon- 

' Two of his moft experienced pfHcers. 

dragonc. 
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dragone, with the troops, an opportunity of 
paffing. But the event did not anfwer his ex- 
pedtation. The banks were wet, and, did not *^^*' 
allow of his coming near enough to annoy the 
enemy. 

The Spanifh general began to delpair of Piom^f* 
being able to execute their dclign, when Plu- raifiMj the 
mart, a native of the province, but zealoufly 
attached to the Spanifti intereft, propofed ano- 
ther method of tranfporting the forces, which 
at firft appeared imprafticable, although it 
was afterwards embraced. In order to form a 
clear conception of Plumart's propofal, it is 
neceflary to attend to the fituation of the coun- * 

try, and the change which fomc years before 
it had undergone. The ifle of South Beve- 
land, to which the Spanilh general found 
it fo difficult to tranfport their troops, is only 
feven miles diftant from a traft of land, to 
which they could have had eafy accefs from 
Bergen-op-zoom. This tradt of land, which is 
divided from Brabant by the Eafter Scheld, 
and from Flanders, by the Hondt, or Wefter 
Scheld, was once a part of Beveland, and was 
feparated from it by a dreadful inundation in 
the year one thoufand five hundred and thirty- 
two i when the fea broke down the dykes, and 
burft violently acrofs the ifland, cutting ofF 
from it the corner which lay neareft to Bra- 
bant, 
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bant, fcnd covering it from north to fouth, that 
is, from the Eaftcr to the Wcftcr Schcld, with 
^^** water, which the inhabitants were never able 
to exclude. The fpacc overflowed was, at the 
narroweft, feven Italian miles broad. It could 
not be crofled in boats even at high- water, by 
reafon of the flats and fliallows; and at low 
water it was thought unfordable, on account of 
iht miry bottom, and the channels of feveral 
rivulets, which many perfons ftill remembered 
to have feen in it, before it was overflowed* 

It was there, however, that Plumart thought 
it prafticable for the troops to pafs over on foot, 
to the relief of the garrifon of Tergoes 5 and 
he oflered to lead the way, and conduiSt them 
in their paflage. The character of the man, 
whofe prudence and fidelity were well-known 
to the commanders, was the only circumfl:ance 
that prevented them from regarding his pro- 
pofal as chimerical. No perfon had ever at- 
tempted to pafs that way before. They them-* 
fclves were unacquainted ^ith the face of the 
country, before the inundation. They only 
knew the length of ipace over which the troops 
mufl: pafs j and no troops, they believed^ would 
be able to fupport the fatigue of fo long a 
inarch in water, and perhaps too in mud and 
clay. Befides, that, by accidents which could 
not be forefccn, they might be retarded in 
5 their 
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thtir paflaigc; till they were overtaken by the 
riling tide^ and buried in the waves ; an|d> evert 
although this fhould not happen, yet the ene- 
my m^ht be apprifed of their defign, and be 
ready to fall' upoii thenii as fodn a$ they fhould 
reach the land; 

Plumart was not difcburagcd by thefe ob- 
jeftionst He defired that no mention might 
be made of this propofalj till he fhould l^now 
with certajnty whether, there was not in reality 
fuch a ford as he irxiagineci* He then went to 
make the trial, accompanied by two Spaniards j 
aiid a peafant VfKp waa well acquainted with 
the face of thci country "before the inundationi 
He fou^d the ford which he fough? for i ar- 
rive4 fafp pn the other fide, and returned, 
without encountering any greater dilBculties 
than he exp^ftedi 

P'AviLA and Mondragone did riot hefitate 
after this to comply with his advice^ They 
immediately prepared a number, of fmall bags^ 
which they filled with bifcuit^ gun-powder 
^d matches j and traniported three thoufand 
of the befl troops, Germans, Walloons^ and : 
Spaniards, from Bergen-op-zoom t<i Aggar, a 
village which lies near the entrance of the ford, 
Mondragone took upon himfelf the conducing 
qf this extraordinary expeditipn. When the 

YfijL. I, Qg time 
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1 o o K deliverance i and, having remained there till he 

K^^mJ.^ had given direffcioas for ftrengthening the for- 

■^* di^cations of the place, he left a part of hi$ 

troops with the governor^j and returned with th? 

'reft to 'Brabant^ to join the duke of Alva ^. 

y Bentivoglio, p. iic. M^arfii Aariaciu»p. 89. 
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